SEMINAR: 31 January 2015 – WOMEN IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, Marinella Perroni, Professor of Pontifical University Sant’Anselmo a Roma
Women in the scriptures. Let us place ourselves in a context. 1) Pope Francis said we need a theology of women in the church. 2) Concretely he said we have to start a theology about women…but this is not true!! We have to pull out the theology between Eve and Mary. And in the first 150 years of the church women began speaking about women, God, church, Jesus Christ, scripture. About everything that for about 2 millennia was dominated by men in the church. A second argument: Prayer we just recited to start our day…it expressed correctly what we want to say. We prayed for all the women in the world, women humiliated, condemned, violated, and degraded, subject to the silence of our church. This is true but also incomplete. In our church we have to recover the movement to escape from this domination. 
So these above are the 2 spotlights that are shining…as we speak and reflect.

Women in the New Testament – Disciples of Equals.

Marinella spoke of meeting an official of the Italian Catholic Church, of the Bishops. ‘You as women are claiming things,’ was his message. Marinella says yes we have to claim our true place the church, to not be isolated, marginalized. Martin Luther, N Mandela, others made claims, we have to, it has to be done now. Marinella: my premise: there is a resistance to accept the normative perspective – a very wide horizon. This gender perspective: there are differences in the way we use this term ‘gender.’ It is used differently in different countries, cultures. We cannot renounce….
I (Marinella) would have preferred the Pope to say that the Church needs a theology of men and women in the church – not just we need a theology of women in the church.

The word gender does not mean the refusal of the biological information of man and woman. This passage to the roles we may or may not play in the church. For example, I can be a woman in the church; he (a man) can be a priest. That is just so, the way it is.

Up to 60 years ago women could not vote. But was this because of the biological information of gender? No. We know now that it was not this. It was cultural, c

Due to cultural reasons, roles, not biological reasons.

So now there is debate – there is resistance. But I think there is resilience to this resistance Re: gender perspectives. We have to re-think what it means to be masculine – gender stereotypes.
So do not become upset if there is resistance – it shows the resilience of the differences, the conviction of the ideology. The stronger the ideology the stronger the resistance – and it shows we are touching something deep in our culture which brings resistance.

Resilience is a word which in psychology allows people to face their circumstances, their life.

Take the Italian Parliament. The presence of women is a fact and the fact demands people to accept/take women as a part/ participants in Parliament.

So – woman is not just a second place or lesser or ‘from’ man; ‘rib’ = ‘equal’ in the Jewish Talmud, not derivative. It means ‘paired.’

So the crisis, the anthropological identity which our society or groups introduced in time now requires re-adjustment. There must be a transformation of the reference basis. Now, if a car crashes into a wall maybe only the car suffers damage. It depends on the relative strengths of each. But re-read history and tradition. In the Book of James, women demanded re-adjustment and resistance of resilience. And this should concern us – if they did not succeed in the re-adjustment.
So maybe women are running into a tougher wall (now) – being slaves in a man’s world, because that it what it is, this present world/society. It is today a man’s world culturally.

But gender distinction demands we continue to re-think this gender perspective paradigm.

Marinella: I think we need courage; we have to move on…resistance and resilience.

So to summarize briefly: this talk up to now has clarified the terms of our movement.

NEW TESTAMENT: In the New Testament there is still the reality of the way women are ‘placed’ in the New Testament. Women are either ‘glorified’ [Mary] or gentile-ized/damned [Eve]. As of the 1970s we’ve begun the glorification of women (of the feminine) expressing the goodness, faith in/with Jesus. It is all good, all ok. There was an apologetic in the New Testament always about women.

Men are active, administrators, women put their heart into their work/life, are sensitive and receptive, etc.

I think women in theology did its part – once women are glorified they are marginalized. 

‘I’ the male, I go out, I bring the money home. You, woman, are created for the home, life giving, caring.

This model can no longer be offered we hope as adequate, it is no longer the model. There are very clear signals of resistance in our culture (which are very concerning?).

The New Testament presents discipleship in relationship with Jesus. This discipleship is a reality, a living parable. It is a moment where all disciples are equal, men and women. After Jesus’ death the participation of women is marginalized. It goes from equality to patriarchialism in love. Think how long you had to wait to hear ‘Let’s pray SISTERS and brothers, instead of just brothers…that is ‘man’ means everyone you know!
The disciples of Jesus did not follow this formula. The group of disciples of Jesus had a relationship with Jesus and it was a group of both men and women. Women were (Mark 15:41) part of the group with Jesus. This is one of the most primitive texts of the New Testament. So it is something very important. In Mark at the cross when Jesus died, at the tomb where Jesus was buried and present at the tomb when Jesus is discovered risen on the third day women are the ONLY ones who are witnesses at the death, the reality of burial and at the site of the first resurrection appearance of Jesus. Women are the ones who prove that these things were not made up, not myths like some of the New Testament teachings. Scholars agree the faith of St Paul is based on the death, burial and at the empty grave: they were women. Mark says women were at the foot of the cross, the peak moment in Mark. Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and -----------------. They were followers and served Jesus; these are the two technical terms of discipleship. Note, disciples of service…it does not mean those who did the dishes, cooked, did the laundry, etc.
Disciple is the one who follows and serves. For the Jewish Rabbis it is only men; Jesus changed this model foundationally, fundamentally. Thus, ‘Going up to Jerusalem’ for Mark means ‘being a disciple.’ Take up your cross and follow me…all the way to death and the tomb. So these are not light words. Luke says something similar when speaking of Jesus’ preaching, proclaiming the kingdom of God. ‘And with him were men and some women.’ Luke says these women served ‘them’ not just followed Jesus. Luke began a step forward on this ‘service of love’ – the patriarchy of love is beginning.

Reflect now for a minute says Marinella…

We are marginalizing by glorifying, women and saints also.

Matriarchy and patriarchy.

We need to criticize the POWER part, the ‘-archy.’ The problem, the challenge for human beings is to keep the balance of male/female. We are challenged in ‘power’, both males and females are power people in some ways. 

Damiano Marzotto, Deputy Secretary at the Congregation for the Faith in the Vatican wrote a book ‘Pietro e Maddalena.’ I see that book as expressive of something very reductive and dangerous. Pope Francis received the book, understands the central part of the book very well but…does he accept it?
Peter and Mary Magdalene…Damiano speaks of this duality. I think it is ruinous. Why is this model dangerous? Mary is the female principle…accepting, sensitive, obedient, hospitality (feminism?). Peter represents administration, power, and action. This is an incredible theology of gender roles connected to biological sex.
Then we get to finality. The Marian principle; this is the true principle in the church. Petrine principle; men just have the POWER. Please, this is terrible. Exercise of managerial authority, power, etc. should not be based on sex but on ability. When the book came out he (Marzotto) said to me (Marinella) I read everything you wrote. I said fine, you read it but (to you) it was worthless.
 Marzotto gave his book to Pope Francis by his own hand. I wrote to the Pope and the Pope did not even get the letter.

SECOND SESSION

 What is the way to look at the NT to turn around the long tradition?  Magdalene: the prostitute, the sinner. This is said nowhere in scripture but the tradition makes her a sinner. Peter: all his faults are recorded in scripture, but the tradition makes him the perfect one.

So let us retrace some women figures in the NT. Women or female figures were always shown by the patriarchal stereotype.

Nothing happens by chance in the Gospel(s). Matthew 15, the Syro-Phoenician woman. So Jesus is beyond the Jewish territorial borders. Jesus affirmed that the messiah (Jesus) is for Israel. BUT you women have made a very important theological discourse. You understand that affirms the theology of the church. Think of Pope Francis and his (constant) talk of peripheries. There are religious borders/boundaries and taboos in this periscope. And here is a woman – with a taboo, blood. It was a prescription that determined Jewish worship. And she, a woman, forced Jesus to face down that taboo.
The Gospel of John; Peter really does not exist (is like a recovered person) in this Gospel…except in the last chapter. But four women; the woman of Samaria and Martha among them. These women are with Jesus and he really expresses himself with them. The woman of Samaria; the overcoming of the heretics. This woman reasons with Jesus about three obstacles or knots; wisdom – a deep theological knowledge overcoming all theological ‘temples’ and opening up the mission beyond the ‘borders’ of faith….to the heretical Syro-Phoenicians.

Then the story of Martha; the theological discussion reaches the point where Martha preaches a proclamation of faith. Women clearly played a very important role in faith development.
Thirdly Jesus says in Matthew and John’s Gospel ‘Let her be, leave her alone’.

 New Testament science builds stories where Jesus’ words give the meaning. Here a woman, mute, silent (not an unknown woman though). In both stories there is a conflict in discipleship. In John’s Gospel the disciple (man) sees the woman’s defect…she spends too much money. But the woman was showing her discipleship. And Jesus gives the word ‘Leave her alone.’ This is true discipleship in action. And Jesus’ one authoritative word shows the issue: co-participation of disciples, discipleship.

A last point; Mary of Magdalene represents the highest point. Jesus attributes to her a Pentecostal role. Without her in the Gospel we would not have had the ability to call down the Spirit in the church. But this is the role she plays. When Jesus says ‘Don’t touch me’ it means ‘Don’t hold me back. I am now the Risen One; this is your discipleship now, not as a memory of the dead Master. And it is Mary who does this in John’s Gospel
So, you either make the passages represented in Mary the woman disciple the way for the church to go to Jesus the Risen One, OR you stay locked. Rabbano Mauro; he calls Mary a co-Apostle. You were the one who was the Evangelizer of the Resurrection, the Announcer of the Ascension (remember we will not find Jesus in our everyday life) into the past dead Jesus the Master. Rabbano Mauro; he really understood the meaning of Mary ass the Evangelizer of the Resurrection.
So if the NT is studied as the real testimony of the disciples, women are strong characters, strong figures open to resilience not resistance. Get out of the pre-conceived structure of men and women. This is an on-going epochal transformation that is underway.

Questions:  John 6: Woman what is it between you and me? Also Elijah [I did not get the reference]________. What does this question mean? If to follow and to serve are inseparable what does it mean if one of them is missing?

To create more room for ‘more incisive, creative roles in the church’ Pope Francis said. What practical things might there be for us in these words of Francis?

Answer(s):  John’s Gospel never says ‘many’ only ‘woman.’ So it seems in the Johannine community women were present. So then in the Wedding of Cana- first ‘sign’ of Jesus [not miracle] it is an important event. It starts off very timidly. John uses this Christological statement. How to go from miracle to sign? The mother it seems is not automatically capable [no one is] of going from miracle to sign, that is to go to believing in him, in entering the reality (Christological) of the ‘signs’ of understanding the symbolism. This is not a bar story, this is putting the messianic reality of Jesus. So John says one no longer can think ‘water’ – Jewish purity – past disposition.
The 2nd Question; shows something very serious, good question. Luke also has this idea Service is no longer given to Jesus – but to the church; it is mission now. So it is something new. So in all this, all falls in this model – woman now emerging from the glorification role or model, to capable of doing something else, something new.

So all women can do service of laundry, cooking, so can men! We see this happening in our time… especially in America.
Following certainly means to serve for all. The only ministry Jesus established was diaconia, service. ‘I came not to be served but to serve.’

Then the church had to establish the organization of services. And we see here now the continuation of the Patriarchal model. Always this been confirmed.

In female spirituality we have always separated Martha and Mary as models; I hope in this Year of Consecrated Life we can put back together Martha and Mary. We have to make an effort for a female consecrated life that is not a SLAVE; ‘I did not call you slaves [servants], I called you friends.’

Third Question; Excellent question also; how should we act? Seems Pope Francis in Evangelii Gaudium, no. 103/104 I believe he says something extraordinary. The POWER in the church should not be identified with the priesthood. This breaks away from clerical structure. OK, Francis does say men have the power of the sacred (Orders), priesthood. He is not touching that. But he says the experience of power in the church is not to be identified with power of the sacred, priesthood, ordination. Why cannot laity have exercise of these non-ordination powers? This is a beginning for me. It means to impose a discipleship of equals. So this perspective we have to keep working at.
The risk? What must we be watchful for? Who gets chosen for roles? It is not just a given.

Resistance calls for a strategy of recruiting women who are (already) embedded into the (past) system.

On 23 December 2014 The Pontifical Council for Culture issued a request; to all the women in the world they could send a 1 minute video clip on what it meant to be a woman. These were to be sent in by 4 January 2015. The Anglo church world forced the request to be removed. Why, because they considered a clip posted of an Italian actress to be risqué. The Pontifical Council had thought they were going to receive thousands of clips. Then they would present these to the ‘Bishops and Cardinals’ [men]. The meeting is to start next week [the first week of February 2015]. Our clips did not get presented to the Bishops and Cardinals.
WE said; why are you asking us to send clips of ourselves on video? Why do you not invite us to come and speak? But we Italians, we did send our word. We want to bargain, to hope, to talk together.

Time ran out. Thanks were given to Marinella Perroni. NOTES BY Ken Thesing.
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