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We are called to be instruments of God our Father, so that 

our planet might be what he desired when he created it and 

correspond with his plans for peace, beauty and fullness (53).



Sr. Sheila Kinsey, FCJM

Saint John Paul II […] 
noted that “a type of 
development which 
did not respect and 
promote human rights 
– personal and social, 
economic and 
political, including the 
rights of nations and of 
peoples – would not 
be really worthy of 
man”  (93). 



Fr. Felix Mushobozi, CPPS

Reusing something 

instead of 

immediately 

discarding it, when 

done for the right 

reasons, can be an 

act of love which 

expresses our own 

dignity (211).



Fr. Kenneth Thesing, MM

Blessed Pope Paul VI 
referred to the 
ecological concern as “a 
tragic consequence” of 
unchecked human 
activity: “Due to an ill-
considered exploitation 
of nature, humanity runs 
the risk of destroying it 
and becoming in turn a 
victim of this 
degradation” (4).



Fr. Benard Isanda, CMM

On the national and local levels, much still needs to be 

done, such as promoting ways of conserving energy. […] 

Agriculture in poorer regions can be improved through 

investment in rural infrastructures, a better organization of 

local or national markets, systems of irrigation [...] Truly, 

much can be done! (180).



Sr. Elizabeth Kampe, CJ

A sense of deep 

communion with the 

rest of nature cannot 

be real if our heart 

lacks tenderness, 

compassion and 

concern for our 

fellow human beings 

(91).



Fr. Daisuke Narui, SVD

All of us are linked by 

unseen bonds and 

together form a kind 

of universal family, a 

sublime communion 

which fills us with a 

sacred, affectionate 

and humble respect 

(89).



Sr. Anne McCabe, SM



Fr. Budi Kleden, SVD

Education in environmental 
responsibility can 
encourage ways of acting 
which directly and 
significantly affect the 
world around us, such as 
avoiding the use of plastic 
and paper, reducing water 
consumption […] All of 
these reflect a generous 
and worthy creativity 
which brings out the best in 
human beings (211).



Sr. Joanne Bednar, SCC

If we want to bring about 
deep change, we need to 
realize that certain 
mindsets really do 
influence our behavior. 
Our efforts at education 
will be inadequate and 
ineffectual unless we strive 
to promote a new way of 
thinking about human 
beings, life, society and 
our relationship with nature 
(215).



Refugees & Migrant WG

Authentic development includes efforts to bring about an 

integral improvement in the quality of human life, and this entails 

considering the setting in which people live their lives (147).



Sr. Ignatia Asoh, TSSF

Encountering God 

does not mean 

fleeing from this 

world or turning our 

back on nature 

(235).

“I will intensify my prayers, communion, appreciation of creation around me”



Sr. Alphonsa Kiven, TSSF

Believers themselves must 
constantly feel 
challenged to live in a 
way consonant with their 
faith and not to 
contradict it by their 
actions. They need to be 
encouraged to be ever 
open to God’s grace 
and to draw constantly 
from their deepest 
convictions about love, 
justice and peace (200).



Fr. François Houngue, SMA 

In the meantime, we 
come together to 
take charge of this 
home which has 
been entrusted to us, 
knowing that all the 
good which exists 
here will be taken up 
into the heavenly 
feast (244).



Africa WG

As the bishops of Southern Africa have stated: “Everyone’s 

talents and involvement are needed to redress the damage 

caused by human abuse of God’s creation”. All of us can 

cooperate as instruments of God for the care of creation, each

according to his or her own culture, experience, involvements 

and talents (14).



Sr. Tellie Lape, ICM

In various parts of the 
world, pressure is being 
put on them to 
abandon their 
homelands to make 
room for agricultural or 
mining projects which 
are undertaken 
without regard for the 
degradation of nature 
and culture (146).



Fr. Jude Nnorom, CSSP

A fragile world, 

entrusted by God to 

human care, 

challenges us to 

devise intelligent 

ways of directing, 

developing, and 

limiting our power 

(78).



Sr. Patricia Dorobek, SND

Living our vocation 

to be protectors of 

God’s handiwork is 

essential to a life of 

virtue; it is not an 

optional or a 

secondary aspect of 

our Christian 

experience (217).



Fr. Benedict Ayodi OFM, CAP

Because all creatures are connected, each must be 

cherished with love and respect, for all of us as living 

creatures are dependent on one another (42).



Andrew Guinan, Kate Jung

Young people 
demand change. 
They wonder how 
anyone can claim to 
be building a better 
future without 
thinking of the 
environmental crisis 
and the sufferings of 
the excluded (13).



Sisters of Notre Dame in Rome

Creation is of the order of love (70).



Adorers of the Blood of Christ ASC

In the meantime, we come together to take charge of this home 

which has been entrusted to us, knowing that all the good which 

exists here will be taken up into the heavenly feast (244).



Let us sing as we go. May our struggles and 

our concern for this planet never take away 

the joy of our hope (244).


