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EDITORIAL: The month of June brings the conclusion of our season of activities at JPIC
Roma. We look back with gratitude on all we have accomplished knowing that in God’s
grace it all came to completion. We also look forward with hope, knowing that the future is
not our own. “We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent enterprise that is God’s work. Nothing we do is complete, which is another way of saying that the
kingdom always lies beyond us. (…) No program accomplishes the church’s mission. No set of
goals and objectives includes everything.” (from Romero prayer) We wish all of you, and specifically to those in the northern hemisphere, a blessed summer season!
LINKS: Click underlined blue text to open a link or copy and paste the url on your browser window

PRAYER SERVICE FOR THOSE IN VIOLENT AREAS

Many of the religious Sisters and Brothers had members
of their own community serving in these war-torn parts
of the world. By coming together in prayer, they were
able to support and console one another. The community of the Figlie di Maria Ausiliatrice gathered at this
service to pray for their Sr. Milena Zadravec who was
departing for Syria where she is now serving.
SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE PROMOTERS
EVALUATE COMMITMENT TO NONVIOLENCE

Sr. Milena Zadravec, FMA holding the flag of Syria is now in loving service to
people there.

Our prayer service at San Marcello reflected on the
painful suffering caused by conflict in many areas
throughout the world. Flags of several countries currently undergoing stress were presented at the opening
procession, symbolizing both the countries’ national
identities and the increasing need for solidarity between them and ourselves. In silence, participants of
the service recalled these situations of conflict and personally and prayerfully sought guidance and assistance
in these troublesome times.
There was time for small group sharing during which
participants discussed different ways they could bring
forth the message of need through personal action and
sharing within their communities. In a relatedly symbolic manner, each individual drew his or her hand on
paper and wrote within it a word that symbolized their
commitment to working for peace. As each shared the
word they chose, they placed the hands near the altar.
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Prayer in the Park of Castel Sant’Angelo.

The group of Spanish and Portuguese JPIC Promoters
met on June 7 to evaluate their activities in 2016-2017
and provide suggestions for the following year. The meeting began with a prayer in the gardens of Castel Sant’Angelo. Inspired by Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si and
aided by a prayer booklet, the group came in harmony
with nature, with themselves and with God. In silence,
each one contemplated on the beauty of the garden, as
St. Francis proposed: “to see nature as a magnificent book
in which God speaks to us and grants us a glimpse of his
infinite beauty and goodness.” (Laudato Si,’ 12 ).

After the reflection, they proceeded to the meeting
room at the International Union of Superiors General
(UISG) headquarters to evaluate the 2016-2017 program: Nonviolence: a style of life for peace. The format
of the session was nicknamed “The thermometer of
nonviolence” and was reflected in two particular moments. First, in small groups, a work pattern invited
those present to review in depth the effectiveness of
the topics discussed during the monthly meetings.
Questions prompting this review included: How has
our commitment been? Have we allowed ourselves to
be involved in the construction of peace in the world?
What impact have these issues had on our communities? How did I personally perceive the commitment of
the JPIC promoters group?
The thermometer was used as a symbol to rate the degree of personal commitment, the impact it had at the
group and community levels, and its resulting contribution to building peace in the world.
The second moment was sharing in plenary which
identified some interesting points, such as sensitization, presence, awareness of what peace is, commitment, the need to continue assuming nonviolence
from the heart itself, etc. All these were brought in
prayer during the Eucharist celebration, which was
concelebrated by two priest who were members of the
group—Fr. Juan Carrasquilla, SDS
and Fr. Marcelo Maciel, AA. In
this way the group expressed its
gratitude for the richness of this
inter-congregational space that
allows men and women religious
promoters of Justice, Peace and
Integrity of Creation (JPIC) to be
committed to positive change.—
Sr. Rosangela Maria Altoé, CIC

Contributed by Sr. Rosangela Maria Altoé, CIC

INTERACTIVE SURVEY RESUL TS ON
TRAFFICKING

Traﬃcking routes
Low income
Lower Middle income
Upper Middle Income
High Income

Back to content links

The Anti-trafficking Working Group (ATWG) has
posted an interactive information center to share the
activities of congregations that combat trafficking. Last
year, a survey was conducted through UISG regarding
the experience in congregations related to education,
advocacy, prevention, protection and networking, in
support the work being done by Talitha Kum.
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The information summarized the sites where services
are taking place. You are invited to click on the map
and to see what religious congregations are doing in a
specific area.
If you have specific questions or
a desire to have your information
included in this center, please go to
antitraffickingwg@gmail.com. We
are grateful to the Anti-trafficking
Working Group for their important
contribution to combat the trafficking of persons.—Contributed by Sr.
Kathy Schmittgens, SSNF

Kathy Schmittgens, SSNF

DIALOGUE ON TRAFFICKING AND
PROSTITUTION

Sr. Dorothy Ezeh and Fr. Vincent Vincent Anesthasiar, CMF.

“Human trafficking and the trafficked persons in prostitution are on the increase today as never before,” says
Sister Mary Dorothy Ezeh of the Congregation of the
Daughters of Divine Love in Enugu, Nigeria. While
speaking to the JPIC Anti-Trafficking Working Group
in Roma on June 13, she shared her observations that
traffickers capitalize on poverty, illiteracy and polygamous family situations to enslave persons, particularly
women. According to the 2014 report of the United
Nations Office of Drug and Crimes (UNODC), every
year three million people are trafficked and 79% of
them are subjected to sexual exploitation. Sr. Dorothy’s
doctoral research on Human trafficking and Prostitution, shows that every year 500,000 women are trafficked into Europe for sexual exploitation. Shockingly,
in the city of Benin (Edo State, Nigeria), no family has
been spared from trafficking. Her research reveals that
some of the natives of Edo State were engaged in business with merchants in Italy who sold jewelry, shoes
and clothing when the Nigerian economy was prosperous. When the economy fell, these men and women
earned money by picking tomatoes in the regions of
Napoli and later discovered the sex industry to be more
lucrative. They recruited girls from their own relatives
and others, with the deception of illustrious future
prospects in Europe.
Continuing today, mothers, abandoned by their husbands, often send their girls to Europe to earn money.

Before the journey, traffickers make the girls undergo
a voodoo ceremony, during which they brainwash
them to obey the madam and agree to repay their
travel debts. Along the route the girls are subject to exploitation to pay for their travel. Once arriving to the
destination country, the madams take the girls to buy
scanty outfits, handbags and wigs. The girls join predecessors on the street while the madams watch closely.
Clients select the victims and drop them back in the
same spot after the sex service. Many girls experience
violence from these clients, and the madams take
their earnings as soon as they return to their lodgings.
Sometimes the victims are given a meager amount of
money to send home and many of those who become
sick are left to die.
Unfortunately, there is no place in the world where
children, women and men are safe from the trafficking
of human beings, says the UNODC report. The cure
for trafficking can be realized through the works of
prevention, combat and rehabilitation. Prevention can
be achieved by programs of employment generation
and literacy promotion. To combat this monstrous
trade, there need to be severe laws with strict implementation. All the collaborators in this black trade—
the transporters, receivers, pimps, brothel-keepers,
corrupt border guards and producers of false documents—have to be punished. Rehabilitation programs
for the redeemed individuals and their families must
also be ensured.
The traffickers’ networks are very strong. The anti-trafficking network among individuals, NGOs and
government agencies have to outweigh the traffickers
in order to see any progress. The soon to be published
book by Sr. Dorothy titled Human Trafficking and
Prostitution (Xlibris publication, www.xlibrispublishing.co.uk) reveals more details on the issue.—ContributAlso contact Talitha Kum at http://www.talithakum.info/.

The discussion was intense and presented a platform for
sharing from people knowledgeable in combating the
crime or who have witnessed its disastrous effects.
Participants of the debate received a statement entitled,
“Identify and Objectives,” to help focus the dialogue.
Several thoughtful suggestions helped further the development and clarification of the statement as a guide
for work against corruption, both within our Church
organizations and our world.
Since there are many dimensions to corruption, specific
areas need to be described with corresponding objectives and clear accountability measures. The continued
growth of poverty in societies spurs the development of
corruption. Monitoring the consequences of these effects
is imperative for efforts to break these cycles to succeed.
An international framework would help to strategize an
action plan. For example, references were made to the
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 16, which is dedicated to the promotion of peaceful and inclusive societies
for sustainable development. This is a provision of access
to justice for all and building effective, accountable institutions at all levels. Transparency International has been
on the forefront in addressing corruption.
Sr. Gabriella Bottani, SMC,
Coordinator of Talitha KumUISG, gave a stirring report
on the corruption involved
in human trafficking. Her
words clearly highlighted the
need to address the rampant
corruption in these inhuman
situations. Its effects are perGabriella Bottani, SMC, Coordinavasive in the lives of all the
tor of Talitha Kum-UISG.
victims of human trafficking.
Click here for more information on Corrosione: Combattere la corruzione nella Chiesa e nella societa by
Cardinal Turkson with Vittorio V. Alberti. The book is
available in Italian at bookstores.

INTERNATIONAL DEBATE ON CORRUPTION

LAUDATO SI FOR THE CLASSROOM

ed by Vincent Anesthasiar cmf, Curia Generalizia

L-R: Mons. Prof. Marcelo Sánchez Sorondo, Cardinal Peter Turkson, Mons. Silvano M. Tomasi, Dott. ssa. Flaminia Giovanelli and Mons. Segundo Tejado Muñoz.

The JPIC Secretariat was invited to the International
Debate on Corruption, sponsored by the Dicastery for
Promoting Integral Human Development in collaboration with the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences.
This event was the start of an interdisciplinary initiative
on justice, corruption, organized crime and the mafias.
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When Laudato Si impacted Sister Anne in a strong
personal way, she began to think of ways to share this
encyclical with young people. Her ideas that many
young people have not heard of this document were
further validated by the Global Catholic Climate
Movement (GCCM) and the workshop for JPIC Coordinators (Rome). Thus, Sister Anne began working
on a booklet that attempts to open up some of the key
ideas in Laudato Si for a youth audience.
With encouragement from her General Council and
the JPIC Promoters in Rome she has produced and full
package of creative resources for classroom use.
Sr. Anne has already visited seven Manchester/Shrewsbury primary schools with the intention of opening up
Laudato Si to teachers and students. All seven head teach-

Children taking care of the ducks at St Joseph’s, an inner-city school in an area of
significant social and economic disadvantages, where 82% of the pupils are from
ethnic minority groups. What a wonderful opportunity to learn that other living
things have basic needs which must be met for them to survive.

ers responded positively to the idea of a teacher in-service
evening, some opting to gather as part of a cluster group
of schools and two of the larger schools opting for a session with their own individual teaching staffs.

Sr. Anne McCabe, SM, JPIC Coordinator for the Marist Sisters, with interested
teachers at St. Christopher’s.

She has now developed a full schedule for October using the encyclical to work not only with a number of
schools, but some adult retreat days as well. Indeed this
is an exciting time for all those engaged in the ideas
and challenges of Laudato Si.
For more information about this project, please contact Sr. Anne at smjpic@gmail.com.
CONNECTION WITH THE DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO CONTINUES

Denise Mbuilu, Superior General of
the Sisters of St. Marie de Kiantu.
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In the midst of all the conflicts in the DRC, peace
building work continues
with a Compassionate Response to Victims in Conflict. Sr. Denise Mbuilu, Superior General of the Soeur
de Sainte Marie de Kisantu
and President of Union
of International Superior
Generals (UISG) in the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC) participated

in a Skype conversation with Sisters in the Eastern
DRC. The JPIC Secretariat hosted the call to further
discuss ways to follow-up from the April workshop, a
Compassionate Response to Victims of Sexual Abuse
in Situations of Conflict. The three-month period
for the practical use of the materials gained from the
workshop will end on July 9. Participants will be asked
to report regarding the impact of the training on how
they now approach victims/perpetrators and other beneficiaries of their services. The report is due July 20.
In order to support this pilot effort, Sr. Denise will be
writing to participants’ religious leaders and the bishops of the diocesan priests to encourage the survey’s
completion.
Having participated in the workshop herself, Sr. Denise values the experience and wants to encourage the
ongoing networking in efforts to build peace. The situation in the DRC is very painful and in much need of
our prayerful support.
Communication with the DRC continues from Rome
with the help of translation. In the future, it is possible that a group here in Rome can connect with the
network in the Eastern DRC with the use of new technology. However, in order to make this significant step,
we must still perceive a strong level of interest from the
DRC itself.
Reference: Songhai centre
EVALUATION OF THE YEAR 2016-2017 AND
FUTURE DIRECTIONS
The focus of this final session of the English JPIC Promoters Monthly Meeting for the year, held on June
21, 2017, was on celebration and thanksgiving. We
gave thanks for those who are leaving Rome after years
of service to their congregations and to JPIC. We remembered those who have died, especially Fr. Kennedy
Katongo, OMI and Sr. Veronica, CSSp.
We reviewed the goals of each working group, the
events that corresponded to their accomplishments,
and the way these goals connected to the UN Sustainable Development Goals. The JPIC promoters contributed their own input, recalling the experiences of the
working groups this past year.
Then we discussed the collaboration and networking
efforts of JPIC over the last year, with events including
retreats, formations, talks, the DRC Project, and prayer
services.
In the second part of our session, we discussed in small
groups the impact of the past year on ourselves personally, our communities and our JPIC promoters’ group.
In response, each of the four groups spoke of the benefits of the JPIC sessions and working groups because
the shared understanding of the issues and also how
participation in JPIC allowed us to learn about each
other’s congregations and charisms. There was a rich-

JPIC SUMMER INTERNSHIP: A VOICE FROM
THE YOUTH

François de Paul Houngue, SMA and Denise Bang’na, OLA.

ness in the interactions that gave us energy and motivation. There was great appreciation for the support of
the JPIC Commission Secretariat who kept us linked
with each other. Any practical tools on JPIC issues
were greatly valued by our congregations and we will
continue this work. We found it helpful to study the
SDGs in each of our working groups and to express
their underlying spirituality.
As we looked at next year’s opportunities for moving forward, suggestions included:
 How to encourage more and deeper prayer reflections, such as the writings of Thomas Merton on
nonviolence, and finding space to share this;
 Drawing on the working groups in order to feed
into various forms of ministry, such as pastoral
work, education, youth ministry, etc.;
 Learning about ethical companies (or the opposite), so this information could be shared amongst
congregations;
 Opportunities for working groups to come together and share about their issues in order to learn
about the other groups;
 Keeping in touch with those who leave Rome to go
to other parts of the world;
 Learning from their new JPIC experiences and
continuing to support them from Rome;
 Continuing to build bridges between the English
speaking and the Spanish/Portuguese speaking
JPIC groups;
 Engaging in more study on JPIC here in Rome;
 Possibilities for ecumenical dialogue for our JPIC
groups and how we can work even more inter-congregationally.
Looking ahead, the group expressed a desire to focus on
youth, education, and interconnectedness in an effort to achieve
the mission of the JPIC Community.—Contributed by Anne Corry, RSCJ,
International JPIC Coordinator

Anne Corry,
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RSCJ

As my Freshman year of
college came to a close, I felt
blessed and excited to have the
opportunity to travel to Rome
and intern for JPIC. Aside from
the challenging adventure that
is “adult-ing” in this beautiful
and unknown city, JPIC has
granted me necessary insight into
serious global problems. I have
been exposed to a host of issues
ranging from migration and
McKenna Cassidy
human inclusion to trafficking
and abuse. I have learned new
words such as “dicastery” and “divestment,” and have gained
perspective on human complementarity, environmental disasters,
and community networking. It has also been a gift to mourn and
pray for my fellow human beings in the world who are suffering
so greatly, surrounded by instability and death.
Furthermore though, I have had a unique look into the active
lives of religious people. At JPIC I have witnessed a place where
anima and animus find oneness in pursuit of the Lord. God has
led me to encounter some incredibly strong souls from whom
I have received a witness of persistence, hope, and care. Some
of my favorite moments have included a Core Group Meeting,
where we not only agreed that JPIC promoters are objectively the
funniest people around, but that collaboration between groups
and congregations is a pursuit of utmost importance. On another
occasion, I participated in a meeting with the Spanish Promoters,
Skyped the GCCM and listened in on a call with Trade Unions in
Poland all in one day. That’s just the nature of being at JPIC. The
global community is a personal and close-knit community.
At JPIC I have encountered language upon language and culture
upon culture, which has directly affected how I view my place in
the world. I now realize how closely linked my own needs, wants,
and dreams are with those of the rest of the planet. During my
internship, not only have I been invited to set my own needs
aside, but also to have those needs motivate the role I have in
helping others attain their own. In this way, I have begun to care
from my core about the issues to which I’ve been exposed.
To Sister Sheila and Father Felix, thank you for your generosity
and genuine devotion to your call. You have provided me with an
irreplaceable experience, undoubtedly marked with the presence
of Holy Spirit. To everyone I’ve encountered at JPIC, I extend my
sincerest gratitude. I have not only felt welcome in your presence
but quite stimulated by your meetings, discussions, and prayers.
Everything happens for a reason as part of God’s plan, and while I
am not yet certain why I was sent to meet all of you, I am positive
that what I have gained at JPIC will have lasting effects on my life
choices and on those people impacted by the mission of my life.
If I do not have your email and if you feel at all inclined, I would
be humbled if you would please reach out to me so that we might
keep in touch. The JPIC Office will know how to do this.
You will all remain permanently in my prayers! Thank you again,
safe travels this summer, and God bless you and those you hold
dear.—McKenna Cassidy, Student at the University of Notre
Dame in Indiana

JULY-SEPTEMBER INTENTIONS OF
POPE FRANCIS

JULY-SEPTEMBER INTERNATIONAL DAYS
OF OBSERVANCE

July: Lapsed Christians. That our brothers and sisters
who have strayed from the faith, through our prayer
and witness to the Gospel, may rediscover the merciful
closeness of the Lord and the beauty of the Christian
life.

18 July Nelson Mandela International Day urges action against poverty and for the promotion of social
justice through conflict resolution and protection of
human rights, inspired by Mandela’s contributions
to democratic struggle and peace advocacy.

August: Artists. That artists of our time, through their
ingenuity, may help everyone discover the beauty of
creation.

30 July World Day Against Trafficking in Persons
highlights the exploitation of men, women and
children around the world and invites advocacy for
their protection, particularly that of migrants and
refugees.

September: Parishes. That our parishes, animated by a
missionary spirit, may be places where faith is communicated and charity is seen.
The video of the Apostleship of Prayer is available the
first Friday of the month.
1 September 1-4 October: Season of Creation
This fall, Creation Day on September 1, marks the
beginning of the Season of Creation, which extends
through October 4, 2017. Creation Day, known also
as World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, was
embraced by Pope Francis in 2015 as an opportunity
to “renew our personal participation… as custodians
of creation.” October 4 is the Feast of Saint Francis of
Assisi, patron saint of animals and the environment.
The Season of Creation invites actions and awareness
of care for our common home through prayer services, events, and webinars. The Christian community
throughout the world is encouraged to unite both to
serve and protect the Earth from the destructive human activities.
Many organizations have come together to raise awareness in their Christian communities about the Season
of Creation, including the World Council of Churches, the Global Catholic Climate Movement, and the
Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network.
The Global Catholic Climate Movement (GCCM) in
particular will be sponsoring several webinars online to
“turn Laudato Si’ into action.” You are also encouraged
to sign the Laudato Si’ Pledge.
1. Pray for and with creation
2. Live more simply
3. Advocate to protect our common home
A video with Cardinal Tagle has been produced in
which he calls on us to sign the Laudato Si’ pledge.
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/GlobalCatholicClimateMovement/videos/917991271675105/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/CathClimateMvmt/status/876436302618669060
There is a Laudato Si Pledge Promotion Toolkit with
lots of great resources.

9 August International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples calls attention to globally accepted
minimum standards for the survival, dignity and
well-being of indigenous peoples, recognizing efforts
that uphold these standards and promoting continued support on their behalf.
12 August International Youth Day focuses on the
vital role and unique perspective that young people
have in the pursuit of global goals such as eradicating
poverty and promoting sustainability.
19 August World Humanitarian Day provides an
opportunity for solidarity with the millions around
the world who need humanitarian assistance to
survive by honoring the work of those fighting for
change and encouraging further advocacy.
23 August International Day for the Remembrance
of the Slave Trade and its Abolition honors the efforts of those who have resisted the slave trade in the
past and supports the fight against servitude today.
29 August International Day Against Nuclear Tests
stresses the goal to cease nuclear testing, because of
its powerful and negative effects on human life and
the health of the Earth.
12 September United Nations Day for South-South
Cooperation, a complement to North-South cooperation, stimulates collaboration between developing
countries for economic growth and sustainable development.
16 September International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer acknowledges the importance of our atmosphere in protecting life on Earth
and the power of human activities to destroy this
defense.
21 September The theme of the International Day
of Peace for 2017 is “Together for Peace: Respect,
Safety and Dignity for All,” recognizes the plights of
migrants, refugees, and their host communities.
26 September International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons encourages a renewed
commitment for nuclear disarmament throughout
the world, recognizing the benefits of these efforts
and the consequences of their perpetuation.
Find a complete listing of these days here.
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REQUEST FOR PRAYERS

SAVE THE DATES

Remember in your prayers the following congregations
celebrating their General Chapters:

16-29 July in Benin JPIC Formation in French. For
more information, contact P. François de Paul Houngue, SMA at conseiller2@smaroma.org and phone
39/3421829110.

1-26 July The Missionary Sister of Our Lady of Africa
(MSOLA) in Monte Cucco Rome
5-28 July Sisters Adorers of the Blood of Christ (ASC)
who are celebrating their General Chapter in Lima Peru
22 July-15 August Holy Union Sisters will hold the
Collegial Assembly of their Year of Chapter at Emmaus Centre, Swords, Dublin, Ireland

JPIC PROMOTERS MEETINGS IN
SEPTEMBER
4 September English CORE Meeting, 3 pm to 5 pm
at the Fratelli
5 September Integrity of Creation Working Group
(ICWG), 3 pm to 5 pm at the Fratelli.
6 September Spanish and Portuguese Speaking Promoters Meeting, 9 am to 12 pm at UISG
12 September Anti-Trafficking Working Group
(ATWG), 3 pm to 5 pm at the Fratelli
20 September English Speaking Promoters Meeting, 9
am to 12 pm at UISG
20 September Africa Working Group (AWG), 3:30
pm to 5:30 pm at the Missionaries of Africa
21 September Refugees and Migrants Working Group
(RMWG), 3 pm to 5 pm at the Fratelli
26 September ICR at FAO, 3 pm to 5 pm at the Passionists

15-18 November JPIC Promoters Formation Workshop with the theme “Nonviolence: A Style of Politics for Peace”. At Casa per Ferie Enrico De Osso,
Via Val Cannuta 134 Roma. The four-day workshop
provides new JPIC Promoters with the tools needed
to animate members of their congregation. Others
engaged in JPIC-related ministries are welcome to
attend the full workshop or individual sessions. The
workshop is in both English and Spanish. Click here
to registration and for the flyer.
18-22 September The Salvatorian office for International aid (SOFIA) is announcing a one week
workshop on Grant writing and fundraising, which
will take place in Rome. The Venue is Villa Maria,
Largo Berchet 4, 00152 Rome (near Salvator Mundi
Hospital). If are you looking for external funding for
your ministries, and you want to learn how to put together successful application for missionary projects
and more, register at workshop@mailsds.org or send
a fax to +39 68629400.

FRIEND US ON FACEBOOK
The next Newsbrief will be in September. Have
a wonderful summer!

28 September Collaboration Working Group (CWG),
3 pm to 5 pm at UISG
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