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Editorial: The ecumenical prayer at the Catacombs of St. Domitilla on 
November 16th was the highlight of the 50th anniversary celebration of the 
conclusion of the Vatican II Council. The event was organized by the JPIC 
Spanish-Portuguese Promoters Group in Rome. Despite the heavy rains 
throughout the day, about 150 people gathered to pray and reflect on the 
invitation of the 40 Bishops-Council Fathers Intuition for the whole church 
to live humbly at the service of poor. Let us make our own the words of the 
bishops during this whole year: “… Placing ourselves in thought and in 
prayer before the Trinity, the Church of Christ, and all the priests and faith-
ful of our dioceses, with humility and awareness of our weakness, but also 
with all the determination and all the strength that God desires to grant us 
by his grace, we commit ourselves …” to be poor church servants of the poor.

1.    ROME UPDATES

 
1.1   Formation workshop animates new JPIC 
Promoters. Thirteen newly appointed congregational 
JPIC Promoters completed the formation workshop at 
the Passionist Center in Rome, November 19-22. The 
program covered a wide range of topics which have 
been selected to prepare the participants for their new 
ministry. The presentors animated and inspired the 
participants with their passion and expertise. The next 
formation workshop will be held December 13-16, 
2015 at the Passionist Center in Rome.

1.2   Spanish-Portuguese JPIC Promoters reflect on 
management of material goods. At their November 
5th monthly meeting, the Spanish Portuguese Pro-
moters Group read and discussed the Circular Letter: 
Guidelines for the management of assets in Institutes 
of consecrated life and in Societies of Apostolic Life, 

issued on August 2nd this year. Several promoters led 
the discussion and at the end, suggestions were made 
to ensure the document is known in every community. 
Some of the issues raised during the discussion were: 
1) economy as an instrument of mission action of the 
Church; 2) transparency and vigilance as guarantee for 
the correct use of economic resources; 3) formation 
of religious for accountability and responsibility in 
economic maters; and 4) the assertion made at the last 
year’s symposium that “properties of Institutes of Conse-
crated Life and Societies of apostolic life are church prop-
erty”. The circular letter is available in Italian only. 

1.3   Pope Francis’ Letter to G20. Addressing the 
chair of the G20 Summit, Australian Prime Minister 
Tony Abbott, the Papal letter underscored that 
“Responsibility for the poor and marginalised must be an 
essential element of any political decision.” The November 
15-16 gathering of heads of state/government from 
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Led by the director of the Catacombs, Br. Uwe Heistelhoff, 
SVD, the faithful toured the catacombs before prayer.
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JPIC Promoters at prayer during the formation workshop, Nov. 19-22, 2014.
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20 countries in Brisbane, Australia addressed efforts 
to relaunch sustainable growth of the world economy 
and the fundamental imperative, which emerged from 
the preparatory work, of creating dignified and stable 
employment for all. Fr. Gerard Hefferan of the G20 
Brisbane Ecumenical Committee shared the Pope’s letter 
with us. 

1.4   International Day of prayer and awareness 
against Human Trafficking, February 8, 2015. The 
UISG and USG are pleased to announce the First Inter-
national Day of Prayer and Awareness against Human 
Trafficking on February 8, 2015. The primary objective 
of this event, which is personally supported by Pope 
Francis, is to sensitize people about one of the worst 
examples of slavery in the 21st century. Please spread the 
news about this important event and invite everyone to 
join us in prayer. Press release in Italian, French.

1.5   National Capacity Building Project for JPIC 
Animators. The National Capacity Building Project for 
Animators of JPIC (NCBPA-JPIC) provides support 
in JPIC formation/education programs for men and 
women Religious at the national level and at the 
regional level within countries, in coordination with the 
National Conferences of Men and Women Religious. 
The project provides a vital link in JPIC animation 
within and between congregations, and includes their 
representatives at the UN as well as their international 
promoters. Additionally, where JPIC national 
commissions do not exist, the formation program can 
help establish such commissions, in cooperation with 
the National Conferences of Religious. For further 
information contact the JPIC Commission secretariat 
at jpicusguisg@lasalle.org or write to Francisco Gearoid 
O’Oconnaire, OFM at gfoconaire@yahoo.co.uk. 

2.    OUTSIDE ROME

2.1   2014 IYFF National Committees (NC) updates. 
The International coordinator of the IYFF Civil Soci-
ety shares with us the news about productive activities 
put in place in many parts of the world by the IYFF 
NC network. On October 16, World Food Day family 
farming was given special focus in many countries. In 
Italy, a bill is being drafted to recognize the different 
types of farmers as several regional initiatives are being 
impemented throughout the country. In the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, three groups represented in 
the NC have organized and mobilized to challenge the 
government plan to set up agro-industrial parks in the 
country. In Slovakia, 10 percent of the country’s uncul-
tivated land will be allocated to family farmers, partic-
ularly the young, and additional public funds will be 
allocated to them, if needed. Also, at the 24th session 
of the FAO Committee on Agriculture (COAG), Sep-
tember 29-October 2, it was decided that the FAO 
would continue its work on family farming and would 
integrate it into its strategic framework.

2.2    Holy See to UN—”climate change is not 
only an environmental problem, but also a matter 
of justice.” On October 16, Archbishop Bernardito 
Auza, the Permanent Observer of the Holy See to the 
United Nations, addressed the Second Committee 
of the United Nations General Assembly, dedicated 
to Sustainable development: protection of global 
climate for present and future generations. “While the 
impact of climate change is felt globally, developed 
and technologically advanced countries have a 
greater capacity to adapt and mitigate the adverse 
effects, whereas developing and poor nations remain 
particularly vulnerable,” he said. “It is a matter of 
justice to help poor and vulnerable people suffering 
the most from causes largely not of their making and 
beyond their control.”—Radio Vatican

2.3   Reaching out to northern Ugandan victims and 
perpetrators of rebel war. War-lord, Joseph Kony of 
The Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA)  has been abducting 
children (over 100,000), since 1987—brainwashing 
them into becoming rebels and using them as sex 
slaves or domestic slaves. Be inspired by the story of Sr. 
Rosemary Nyiriumbe, an African woman, considered 
by Time as one of 100 most influential persons of 
2014. Watch the film Sewing Hope to see her at work, 
giving hope to children “returnees”, offering them a 
new life as they return home to be integrated into their 

Archbishop Bernardito Auza, Permanent Observer of the Holy See to the 
United Nations and Papal Nuncio to Haiti.

Sr. Rosemary Nyiriumbe, SHS, Director of Saint Monica Girls’ Tailoring 
Centre, Gulu, Uganda.
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communities. For more about Sr. Rosemary, visit www.
sewinghope.com.—Contributed by Camille Piche, OMI

2.4   South Sudan crisis update. December 15, 2014 
marks the first year since the outbreak of conflicts in 
South Sudan, following a political crisis and power 
struggle within the governing party (SPLM), leading 
the world’s youngest nation to a violent civil war. 
What impacts has this yearlong brutal conflict made 
on the country as a whole? How has the International 
Community responded to this crisis? Have the peace 
talks and all efforts to mediate a peaceful resolution 
between the Government of the Republic of South 
Sudan and the SPLM/A in Opposition been successful 
at all? What is the prospect of peace, reconciliation 
and development in South Sudan?  A Comboni 
Missionaries report gives the answers to these questions.

2.5   Rise in chronic diseases correlates with 
glyphosate and GE crops. The World Rural Forum 
communication office shares with us information 
about potential connections between chronic diseases 
and the use of glyphosate. This is one of the most 
popular weedkillers in both the U.S. and the world, 
and is the active ingredient in Roundup®—the leading 
glyphosate product developed by Monsanto. Because 
of Roundup’s popularity, glyphosate use has 
skyrocketed, leading to an estimated application of 
nearly 250 million pounds of the chemical across the 
U.S. alone and resulting in significant problems of 
glyphosate resistance and the increased presence of the 
herbicide in our food and environment. The increased 
presence of glyphosate has also ushered in independent 
data and research on the chemical’s adverse health and 
environmental effects. 

3.    JPIC RESOURCES

3.1   The Myth of Safe Pesticides. 
André Leu, president of International 
Federation of Organic Agricultur-
al Movements (IFOAM), makes a 
strong case against pesticides and fun-
gicides in his book, The Myths of Safe 
Pesticides. Based on extensive research, 
he asserts that there are many serious 
data gaps in pesticide regulation and 

regulators, ignoring a massive body of published science 
evidencing the numerous harmful effects of pesticides 
and using data free assumptions to set the residue levels 
in food. Leu’s book is available through Acres USA, Net 
Galley and Amazon. To request an advance copy for re-
view, contact Lynn Coppotelli at Smith Publicity, Inc., 
856-489-8654 ext. 312, or lynn@smithpublicity.com. 
Click here for more information about the book and 
the author. 

3.2   Nonviolence. For years Pace 
e Bene trainings have been offering 
people around the world tools for 
putting nonviolence into action in 
their lives and the world. Watch this 
Pace e Bene Australia video to see a  
workshop in action!  
Waging Peace: Global Adventures of 
a Lifelong Activist is a testament to 
the difference one person can make. 

Hartsough’s stories inspire, educate, and encourage 
readers to find ways to work for a more just and 
peaceful world. Inspired by the examples of Mahatma 
Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr., Hartsough has 
spent his life experimenting with the power of active 
nonviolence. It is the story of one man’s effort to live as 
though we were all brothers and sisters. Click here to 
purchase your copy.

3.3   Advent in the new universe story. Sr. Terri McK-
enzie shares with us a four-session resource for those 
interested in deepening their understanding of the 
Christmas/Incarnation reality in the context of the new 
creation story. “The Incarnation is a Mystery that a 
lifetime of contemplation would not exhaust,” says Sr. 
Terri, “and yet we are continually called to explore this 
Mystery, and specifically during Advent.” These reflec-
tions will facilitate that exploration. The resource which 
is now available in English, Spanish and French, is 
useful for individuals, but designed for groups. The top-
ics include the following: New Consciousness, New 
Christian Understanding, The Cosmos Prepares for 
New Life, Evolving Understanding of Humanity’s Place 
in Creation, and Incarnation Revisited. This 10-page 
resource is available at https://ecospiritualityresources.
files.wordpress.com/2013/04/adventinthenewuni-
versestory-9-9-14.pdf or the JPIC Commission website.
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4.     JPIC EVENTS IN DECEMBER 2014J

�� JPIC Commission Meeting: December 1 at 
Fratelli, 9.30-16.00

�� SEDOS Annual General Assembly: December 2 at 
Fratelli, 15.30 – 18.00

�� Africa WG: December 5 at Missionaries of Africa 
Generalate, 15.00-17.00

�� JPIC Spanish-Portuguese Promoters Retreat: 
December 5-7 at Via Cassia, 585.

�� JPIC English Core Group: December 8 at Fratelli, 
15.00-17.00

�� Anti Trafficking WG: December 12 at Fratelli, 
15.00-17.00

�� JPIC English Promoters Meeting: December 17 at 
UISG, 9:00-12:00

�� JPIC English Promoters Christmas Party: 
December 22  TBD

Note: Please send a brief outline of information you think 
JPIC Promoters might find useful for publication in future 

issues of Newsbrief  to jpicusguisg@lasalle.org.

Compiled and produced by the JPIC Commission Secretariat

Via Aurelia 476, CP 9099 Aurelio, 00165 Roma, Italy 
Tel: (39)06.6622929 

Mobile: (39)3314348103  
Email:jpicusguisg@lasalle.org

New Website Address: 
http://www.jpicroma.org

The Wikispaces page has been cancelled. All files have been downloaded and slowly being transferred to the new 
website. If there is any file you wish to retrieve, please contact Celine at jpicroma@gmail.com. 

THE COLLABORATION OF MEN AND WOMEN 
IN THE CHURCH WORKING GROUP

invites you to a seminar on 

Women in the New Testament: 
Disciples of Jesus…Community of Equals 

Marinella Perroni, PhD,ThD, presentor 
Professor of New Testament at the  
Pontifical Athenaeum S. Anselmo

Presentation in Italian with English translation

January 31, 2015   n 9.30-12.30

Generaliza de Fratelli de Scoule Christiana, Aula Magna 
Via Aurelia 476, Roma

Donation €6.00

For more information, call 06.662.2929/3280722672 or  
e-mail collab.wg@gmail.com/tdagdagmm@gmail.com
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