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1.    ROME UPDATES

Editorial: The month of October begins with a sad commemoration of the “Tragedy of 
Lampedusa,” which happened a year ago when a ship that was carrying 500 immigrants 
sank in the waters of Lampedusa, Sicily, and 368 people lost their lives. A proposal 
was recently put forward to the Italian Parliament that October 3 be declared a “Day 
of Remembrance for Victims of the Sea”. On her part, the Church has a role to play 
according to Pope Francis. “The Church without frontiers, Mother to all, spreads 
throughout the world a culture of acceptance and solidarity, in which no one is seen 
as useless, out of place or disposable. When living out this motherhood effectively, the 
Christian community nourishes guides and indicates the way, accompanying all with 
patience, and drawing close to them through prayer and works of mercy.”— Extract from 
the message of Pope Francis on World Day of Migrants
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1.2    New approaches to reli-
gion and conflict diplomacy. 
What can we do to stop violence, 
affirm peace and bring healing to 
the planet and our hurting world? 
Reflecting on this question and 
the role of religion in civil society, 
community and self, Jerry White, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Partnerships and Learning at the 

US Bureau of Conflict and Stabilization Operations in 
the State Department, challenged JPIC Promoters to 
lead in ways to create intrastate, intercommunal and 
personal peace.    

A political activist and co-founder of Survivor Corps, 
Mr. White is a recognized leader of the International 
Campaign to Ban Landmines, a co-recipient of the 
Nobel Peace Prize.

Co-presidents of the JPIC Commission (center), Maria Theresia Hoinemann 
SSpS and Tim Atkin CICM and English group JPIC Promoters at the strategic 
planning meeting.  

At their monthly meeting on Oct. 15, JPIC Promoters were challenged by 
Jerry White, Asst. Secretary at the US State Dept., to look for ways to bring 
peace as men and women religious.  

1.1    JPIC Commis-
sion Strategic Plan. 
JPIC Commission 
members and several 
Spanish and English 
Promoters participat-
ed in a Strategic Plan-
ning Session for the 
JPIC Commission at 
Casa Generalizia dei 
Fratelli delle Scuole 

Cristiane, October 9-10. Fr. Patrick Chongo, a Marian-
hill Missionary, facilitated the two-day event. Through 
the Appreciative Inquiry Theory Process, the group formu-
lated the mission and objectives of the JPIC Commission 
in the next three years. The resulting Vision Statement 
will be presented to the JPIC Commission for ratifica-
tion at the meeting on December 1st and the details of 
implementation will be worked out.

CLICK UNDERLINED BLUE TEXT TO OPEN A LINK. 

Spanish group JPIC Promoters at the strategic 
planning meeting: (clockwise) Maria Matinez 
Becares IRSJD; Carmen Bandeo SSpS, Patricio 
Villalba OSA; Vicente Felipe OFM.

Jerry White, Dep. Asst. 
Sec., US State Depart-
ment, Bu. of Conflict and 
Stabilization Operations.

School children in Italy drew pictures of the 
“Victims of the Sea.”
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1.3   World Food Day. On October 16, World Food 
Day, Pope Francis spoke forcefully that “to defeat 
hunger, it is necessary to change the aid and develop-
ment policies.” The Pope challenges all of us, who are 
part of the ‘throwaway culture’ of our time, who are 
part of the age that wastes one-third of all the food 
that is produced, are part of the ‘food-system’ that is 
creating unsustainable pressures on the environment 
and is rife with ‘individualism’ and a ‘globalization of 
indifference’. To this, he presents a Catholic vision of ‘a 
culture of encounter and solidarity.’ 
The theme of this year’s World Food Day is “Family 
Farming: Feeding the World, Caring for the Earth.” 
The UN focuses the world’s attention on the signifi-
cant role of family farming in eradicating hunger and 
poverty, providing food security and nutrition, improv-
ing livelihoods, managing natural resources, protecting 
the environment, and achieving sustainable develop-
ment, particularly in rural areas. 
See NEWS.VA; read the full text of the Pope’s message.

1.4   Pope at Audience: Is Your Lamp Alight With 
the Oil of Faith? At the Papal Audience on Wednes-
day, October 15, Pope Francis encouraged the faithful 
never to lose hope, because Christian hope is not sim-
ply an optimistic desire, it is based on the fact that one 
day the people of God will be reunited with Him. 

Recalling the words of Paul the Apostle who comfort-
ed the Christian community of Thessalonica that was 
asking what were they to expect, Pope Francis said 
his words “Thus we will be with the Lord forever” are 
amongst the most beautiful of the New Testament.

The Pope continued to say, “Christian hope, then, is 
our joyful expectation of the Lord’s coming and the 
fulfilment of his saving plan for the human family. In 
every generation the Church holds high the lamp of 
this hope before the world. Today let us ask whether 
our lamps are alight with the oil of faith, and to what 
extent we live as credible and joy-filled witnesses to our 
hope in God’s promises.”—From Zenit.org, Oct. 15, 2014 
Full Text of Pope’s General Audience Catechesis, Oct. 15th.

1.5    Pope Asks Catholics to Participate in Caritas’ 
“Food for All” Campaign. A highlight of Caritas 
“Week of Action,” during the week of October 6, 
includes a video message from Pope Francis, calling 
on Catholics to get behind the Caritas “One Human 
Family, Food for All” campaign which was launched in 
December 2013.

In his message to Caritas supporters, Pope Francis says, 
“‘I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.’ The 
words of Our Lord call to us today, telling us not to 
turn away, indifferent, when we know our neighbor is 
hungry.”—From Zenit.org

FORMATION WORKSHOP for JPIC PROMOTERS 
November 19-22, 2014 

Casa Generalizia dei Passionist, Piazza S. Giovanni e Paolo 13, Roma

REGISTER NOW!
A four-day workshop for new JPIC Promoters of USG/UISG member-congregations, 
uniquely designed to help them become effective animators of justice, peace and 

integrity of creation issues in their respective communities.
Topics include: WHAT IS JPIC?�CONGREGATIONAL AND JPIC STRUCTURES� 

JPIC AND THE SPIRITUALITY OF RELIGIOUS VOWS�ROLE OF A JPIC PROMOTER� 
JPIC COMMISSION�ORGANIGRAM AND THE NEW STRATEGIC PLAN�PASTORAL CYCLE� 

PREPARING A JPIC PLAN�NETWORKING
For more information and directions, please visit  

http://jpicroma.wix.com/jpicroma#!registration-form/c1s1o 

On October 14, JPIC Promoters attended the Catholic Inspired NGOs 
Side Event to celebrate World Food Day, during the World Food Security 
Meeting at FAO Headquarters in Rome. Photo (l-r): Carmen Bandeo SSpS;  
Kennedy Katongo OMI; Teresa Dagdag MM, Celine Quinio (lay volunteer), 
Francois Gnonhossou SMA, Kenneth Thesing MM
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1.6    Inauguration of the 50th 
Anniversary of the Pact of the 
Catacombs. On November 
16th at 16:30 hrs., the Spanish 
JPIC Promoters group will lead 
a prayer event at the Catacombs 
of Domitilla to inaugurate the 
annual Celebration of the Pact 
of the Catacomb. This event will 
replace the prayer service at Chie-
sa San Marcello in the month of 

November. All are invited to take part in this prayerful 
event at Catacombe Domitilla Soverdi, Via delle Sette 
Chiese, 282, 00147 Roma.

1.7    World Day of Prayer for Anti-trafficking.
Plans are underway to hold a World Day of Prayer for 
Anti-trafficking on February 8, 2015. This UISG/USG 
initiative is being undertaken through the Talitha Kum 
Network, in collabration with Caritas Internationalis, 
Global Freedom Network, the Italian Association of 
Religious Office for Anti-trafficking of Women and 
Children and “Slaves no More” Association NGO. 
This day of prayer coincides with the liturgical feast of 
St. Josephine Bakhita, a Sudanese slave who, after her 
liberation, became a Canossian nun and canonized in 
the year 2000.

1.8   Prayer requests for October: Remember in your 
Prayers the Congregation the Sisters of St. Francis of 
Penance and Christian Charity who are celebrating their 
General Chapter October 4-26, 2014, as they discern 
their call as Mystics and Prophets living in Creative Fidelity.

2.   OUTSIDE OF ROME

2.1   Fast for climate change. Faith-based communi-
ties are invited to join in prayer and fasting a call for 
world leaders to do more to solve the climate crisis. 
Your response would be very meaningful, as we build 
up to the crucial negotiations on climate change in 
Lima, Peru this December. The call began at the 2013 
UN Climate Change Conference in Warsaw, when 
Yeb Saño spoke very movingly about the destruction 
caused by Typhoon Haiyan on the people of the Phil-
ippines in the affected areas, especially the poor. Sev-
eral faith-based groups have joined the call, including 
secular groups and individuals. For more information 

go to www.fastfortheclimate.org; www.facebook.com/
fastfortheclimate; and www.twitter.com/fastforcli-
mate.—Source: Sean Hawkey sean@hawkey.co.uk 

2.2   Join Walk Free to Demand EU rules on 
Conflict Minerals. It can be hard for many of us 
to imagine what it is like to live in constant fear of 
exploitation, violence and forced labor, but this is 
the everyday reality for many people working in, 
and living around, mines in the Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo. And often without knowing it, 
many of us have a direct link to these atrocities. 
Much of the mining and trading of minerals in the 
eastern DRC is controlled by, and generates funds 
for, armed groups and rogue factions within the 
Congolese army. These ‘conflict minerals’ can end 
up in a huge range of household products from your 
phone, to your computer, to your new gold necklace, 
and even your furniture. Follow this link to send 
a message to the MEP: http://www.walkfree.org/
end-conflict-minerals/?utm_source=Subscribers&utm_
medium=email&utm_campaign=end-conflict-miner-
als&utm_content=EU-Conflict-Minerals_EmailTar-
get_Chaser_en_EU_N-AT_Ex_02Oct14.  

3. USEFUL RESOURCES

3.1    The political, social and religious context 
of Boko Haram. Fr. Aniedi Okure is a Nigerian 
priest of the Dominican Province in West Africa. 
He is presently Executive Director of AFJN (Africa 
Faith and Justice Network) in Washington, DC, 
USA. He recently gave this interview explaining 

The ongoing conflict in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of Con-
go involves “conflict resources.” Image from http://thebackbencher.co.uk/
conflict-minerals-the-sad-truth-about-western-technology/. Story below.

NEW JPIC COMMISSION WEBSITE ADDRESS:

http://www.jpicroma.org
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some of the history and politics that surround the 
‘Boko Haram’ emergence in northern Nigeria and 
which seems incomprehensible to many people. The 
events continue to be atrocious and barbaric, but Fr. 
Aniedi’s explanation will help us place this reality in 
some context that most of us are probably not aware 
of. Read the interview at http://millennialjournal.
com/2014/05/19/interview-with-fr-aniedi-okure-on-
boko-haram/. 

3.2    “Symphony of the Soil” 
extols the importance and mys-
tery of the soil. Don’t miss to read 
the article and watch the attached 
film on Soils; both speak on ‘the 
food system’ as it has developed in 
the USA and in the world and the 
challenge now to ‘Feed the Future’ 
with healthy food from healthy 

soils for healthy people and healthy communities in a 
sustainable way. The film is in English, one hour and 44 
minutes long. Perhaps you can arrange to view it with 
the members of your community. ICR at FAO has or-
dered copies of the DVD for JPIC English Promoters at 
€14.00 each (includes custom duties and postage)—re-
tail price in the US is $20. Check it out at http://www.
jpicroma.org/#!food/c1kba. 

4.   JPIC EVENTS FOR NOVEMBER

�� November 3, 15.00-17.00: JPIC English Core    
Group at Fratelli 

�� November 5, 9.00-12.00: JPIC Spanish Promoters 
at UISG 

�� November 10, 9.00-12.00: Integrity of Creation 
WG, at UISG

�� November 10, 15.00-17.00: Anti-Trafficking WG 
at Fratelli 

�� November 16, 16.30: Prayer Event—Inauguration 
of 50th Anniv. Pact of the Catacombs at Catacombe 
Domitilla, Via delle sette Chiese, 282, Roma 

�� November 19-22: JPIC Promoters Formation 
Workshop at Casa Generalizia dei Passionisti, 
Piazza SS. Giovanni e Paolo, 13, Roma

�� November 25, 9.30-12.00: ICR at FAO at 
Passionist 

�� November 27, 15.00-17.00: Refugee Migrants 
WG at Fratelli 

�� November 27, 15.00-17.00: Collaboration WG at 
Via Sforza Pallavicini, 10, Roma

www.jpicroma.org

Note: Please send a brief outline of information you think JPIC Promoters might find useful for publication in future 
issues of Newsbrief  to jpicusguisg@lasalle.org.
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