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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
As we start the spring term, I thought I would 
share some of the activities and events that have 
been going on in school along with a few 
reminders.  
 
New Arrivals 
I’m sure you will join me in congratulating Mrs 
Hughes on the safe arrival of her baby boy at the 
start of December and Mrs Banks on the arrival 
of her baby girl at the start of January. Both 
mums and babies are doing well.  
 
Book Swap 

 
We held a very successful book swap event on 
29th November. Children were invited to bring in 
any books that they no longer wanted to read to 
exchange them for some new ones. We will hold 
another book swap event in the spring term as 
this was so successful.  
 
Choir Carol Singing at Sainsbury’s 

 
On Friday 9th December our school choir 
performed some Christmas Carols at our local 
Sainsbury’s store and raised £45 for new books 
for our library. Thanks to the children and their 
parents who came along to support them in this 
event.  
 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 Christmas Play 

 
Well done to our infant children for their superb 
performance of “A Midwife Crisis!” The children 
did a fabulous job of getting everyone into the 
festive spirit with this re-telling of the Christmas 
story.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Supporting Charities 
Over the course of the Autumn term, we have 
enjoyed raising money for some fantastic 
charities. We have: 

 Raised £205 for Compton hospice by 
selling teddy bears.  

 Raised £140 for Children in Need 
through face painting and dressing up 
in spotty clothes.  

 Raised just over £250 for the Royal 
British Legion Poppy Appeal selling 
poppies and other items.  

 Sent 19 shoeboxes to the Operation 
Christmas Child shoebox appeal.  

Thanks to all families and children who donated 
to these appeals. All money has now been 
distributed to the different charities to support 
them in their work.  
 

After School Clubs 
Clubs run every week this term from the week 
beginning 16th January until the week beginning 
3rd April. Clubs letters have now been sent out – 
please be aware that places are allocated on a 
first-come, first-served basis. You will be notified 
if your child HAS NOT secured a place in your 
chosen club.   
 
Bulb Planting at Bantock Park 

 
Some of our Year 5 pupils had the opportunity to 
plant bulbs at Bantock Park at the start of 
November, accompanied by the Mayor of 
Wolverhampton.  
 
Autumn Term Prize Winners 
Well done to our Autumn term prize winning 
pupils for their outstanding attainment and 
achievement this term.  
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Attendance and Punctuality  
We continue to strive for our whole school 
attendance to stay above 95%! Well done to all 
of the children who have achieved this so far 
this year.  
 
Each child will receive a personalised attendance 
update letter this week – please let school know 
if you do not receive one for your child.  
 
For the school year so far (September to 
December) 
Whole school: 95% 
Reception: 93.3% 
Year 1:96.3 % 
Year 2: 95.2% 
Year 3: 92.8% 
Year 4: 95% 
Year 5: 95.5% 
Year 6: 97.1% 
The class with the highest attendance at the 
end of this term will enjoy a special treat.  
 
Can I remind you of the importance of children 
attending school every day unless they are 
unwell. If your child is ill, please telephone the 
school office to inform them on the first day of 
absence.  
 
Can I remind you that children can come straight 
into the school building between 8.40am and 
8.50am where they will be supervised by school 
staff from 8.40am. If pupils arrive after 8.50am, 
they must enter school through the main office 
at the front of the building and they will be 
classed as late.  
 
All children must be collected by an adult from 
school at 3.15pm unless they have permission to 
walk home alone. I appreciate your support in 
this.  
 
Our attendance policy states that we are unable 
to authorise any absence for family holiday, trips 
or visits. If you wish to discuss this further, 
please do not hesitate to make an appointment 
to see Mr Lane. Patterns of poor attendance and 
punctuality will be followed-up by the school’s 
educational welfare officer to look at ways of 
reducing these instances. If you require any 
support with these areas, please do not hesitate 
to contact the school.  
 
So far this academic year, 5 families have taken 
their children out of school without permission 
(unauthorised absences). These families have 
been referred to the Local Authority who will 
look at each case and decide whether to take 
legal action, resulting in a fine. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Term Dates 
WB Monday 16th January: After school clubs 
start this week.  
Friday 27th January 9.15am (please note the 
date change for this): Year 2 class assembly 
Monday 6th February 3.30-5pm: EYFS and Key 
stage 1 Parent Consultations 
Tuesday 7th February 3.30-5pm: Key stage 2 
Parent Consultations 
Wednesday 8th February 6pm-8pm: Whole 
school parent consultations 
Friday 10th February: Food Bank Friday 
Collection 
Friday 17th February 3.15pm: School closes for 
half term 
Monday 20th February – Friday 24th February: 
Half term. School closed.  
Monday 27th February: School re-opens to 
pupils 
Thursday 2nd March 9.15am: Year 5 class 
assembly 
Thursday 23rd March 9.15am: Year 1 class 
assembly 
Friday 24th March: Red Nose Day 
Sunday 26th March: Mothering Sunday 
WB Monday 3rd April: Daily Mile week 
WB Monday 3rd April: No after- school clubs this 
week.  
Thursday 6th April 9.15am: Year 4 class 
assembly.  
Friday 7th April 3.15pm: School closes for Easter 
holidays 
Monday 24th April: School re-opens to pupils for 
the Summer term.  

 
 
 
 

From Gurinder Atwal, Merridale Chair of 
Governors 
Firstly, on behalf of all governors, let me wish 
you all a Happy New Year. 

 
As governors we are currently reviewing the 
catering services here at Merridale.  You 
should have received a questionnaire asking 
for your views on the type of school meals 
you expect for your children.  Thank you to all 
those who completed and returned this as it 
will help us make the right decision for all our 
pupils. 

 
You also may be aware that there is currently 
a vacancy for a parent governor on the 
Governing Board.  If you would like to know 
more about what is involved, please leave 
your contact details with Mrs Morgan and I'll 
arrange a time to have an informal chat about 
the role. 

 
Thank you 
 


