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1. Introduction 

I’ve been making regular crossing of the Lower Danube (at Russe) since summer 2007 (and writing 

about their respective painting traditions) but it took me some time to notice the prejudices the 

people of Bulgaria and Romania have about one another. Trips to the Bulgarian Black Sea resorts are 

the only occasions it seems when they are willing to mix with one another.  

So it’s hardly surprising that – with another set of EU cross-border bids being invited (with a mid-

March 2016 deadline) I turned my mind to the question of designing an EU-funded project to 

encourage cultural links in the area - after all I have more than 20 years’ experience of leading 

projects aimed at developing institutional capacity….About a month ago I set myself the following 

tasks - 

 
1. Identify relevant previous projects and draw out lessons 

 

2. list possible people and appropriate networks eg   

 Doina Pauleanu, curator of Romania’s Constanta Art Gallery and active in cross-border work, for 

example, with the Bulgarian curators of Dobrich Gallery and Russe and who has run trips to the 

traditional art colony of Balcik 

 Evelina Handjieva; curator of Dobrich gallery who is active with exhibitions elsewhere 

 Port Cetate cultural centre – base of poet and TV personality Mircea Dinescu and part of a European 

network of literary Houses 

 Belin Mollev – one of Bulgaria’s most experienced cross-border consultants 

 Zhechka Kalinova – active consultant in Structural Fund work, with an office in Russe 

 Andy Anderson (Russe) – consultant on restoration projects in central Bulgaria 

 Galina Dekova – curator of Svetlin Rusev atelier, Sofia 

 

3. list possible beneficiaries and approach for their agreement. Montana. Pleven, Russe,  Silistra, Svishtov, 

Vidin and Veliko Tarnovo  are obvious municipalities on the Bulgarian side – with Calafat, Constanta, Craiova, 

Giurgiu and Constanta on the Romanian side.  

 

4. identify the database of cultural tourist and educational facilities in the border area eg Dobrich, Pleven, 

Russe, Silistra, Svishtov, Veliko Tarnovo. Vidin (and Belogradchik?) towns on the Bulgarian side. 

 

5. Find examples of best practice in cultural cross-border work from other parts of Europe (eg from LEADER) 

– wine trails, cultural tourism, religious trails, local leadership programmes 

 

6. Prepare an illustrative schedule of activities  eg 

 Negotiate with Bucharest, Sofia and regional and national galleries (such as Constanta and Dobrich) a 

touring programme of art exhibits in the municipal galleries mentioned – with associated musical 

performances and wine-tasting. 

 Identify and list travel companies willing and able to offer package holidays to the Danube area for 

cultural tourism (inc wineries) 

 List and store suitable material on the Danube area which might be recommended for tourists – and 

negotiate web excerpts from these books 

 Ensure up-to-date data base of appropriate ecological guesthouses in the area 

 Identify and train tourist guides 

 Negotiate features in magazines such as the English language Vagabond (BG) and flight material 

 

This paper -  

file:///C:/Users/ronald/Desktop/Cross-Border/ROMANIA-BULGARIA%20CROSS%20BORDER%20COOPERATION%20OPERATIONAL%20PROGRAMME%202014-2020
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 Maps in a simple table some 50 papers, books and websites about cultural tourism and 

activities and a few BG-RO project activities of 2007-13 

 Draws some interim conclusions from this material  

 sketches out some questions and tasks which need further research 

 

Several Annexes offer further details and insights – including those from my various journeys…  

 

 

 

2. Interim Assessment 
 

2.1 This is difficult territory 
 

Borders are normally porous but the Danube makes for a fairly hard border between Bulgaria and 

Romania…with Dobrodjea the only part which switched hands for almost 25 years between the First 

and Second World Wars…Until the recent opening of the Vidin bridge, the 2 countries were 

connected with only one bridge (at Russe) – although it is clearly container traffic that is the 

beneficiary of the bridge connection. The train connection between the 2 capital cities is a daily 

event (from Russian Railways) which takes 11 hours (for the 370 kms) and is not a safe one for local 

passengers….  The applicant’s Guide puts it very clearly – 

 
Knowing each other is the basic requirement for both economic and social connections, which shall be 

reflected in the priorities given to social and cultural linkages.  

The programme takes due note of the limited contacts and low base of cross-border cooperation during a 

long lasting period and recognizes the need for overcoming the natural geographic, psychological and 

language barriers (preconditions to understanding and trust) in order to transform the border from a line 

of separation into a place for communication and cooperation, meant to promote the potential of the area 

for integrated development and to integrate the cross-border area between two EU new member states.  

 

 

2.2 As is demonstrated by the paucity of reports 

 
 An initial trawl revealed a few recent projects using EU - and other - funding to develop 

cultural trails in this part of the Danube - whose impact it is impossible to assess.  

 a fair number of tourist strategy documents have been prepared – of varying quality 

 More recently I came across the KEEP (Knowledge and Expertise in European Programmes) 

data base which allowed me to identify 32 projects jointly managed by BG and RO under 

Interreg. But only 4 claimed to have concrete outputs!! 

 

 

 

2.3 My initial focus was cultural (or heritage) tourism 
 

I learned quite a lot about the main clusters with attractions for tourists – 

 Danube cruising 

http://www.keep.eu/search/?#search
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 the Serbian/BU/Ro stretch (with Belgrade or Sofia as entry point) 

 the Vidin stretch (the 2013 tourist study is one of the best documented reports) 

 the Russe area (from Bucharest eg Istro Pontic) 

 Danube Delta (ditto – inc Constanta)  

 

 

2.4 But this is not my field!!  
 

My experience is in capacity development – of state bodies – with appreciation of the cultural 

strengths of the two countries being an amateur passion….  

I have not so far been able to identify what initiatives regional universities in the area have 

undertaken……  

 

 

2.5 “transnational” and “interregional” projects may be more promising for 

cultural links than those of the “cross-border” programme 
 

I am a bit confused about the funding sources of these different types of work….Even although the 

geographical scope of the cross-border programme for BG-RO extends to the towns of Constanta, 

Craiova, Pleven and VelikoTarnovo, that doesn’t seem to offer much scope for cultural cooperation. 

Perhaps it’s more appropriate to seek funding from Plovdiv for its 2019 European City of Culture 

reign? 

 

 

2.6 What exactly would be the profile of a “good” cultural or heritage 

project?   
 

Each country has its favoured areas and routes….focusing generally on historical sites and 

landscapes. In a few cases attempts have been made to bring traditional crafts (including 

gastronomy!) back into use 

 

 

2.7 We normally think of the younger generation when we are dealing with 

national stereotyping. What do we know of efforts at educational links 

between the students of the two nations? 
 

I understand that interesting studies have been done of how history is taught in the two countries 

– suggesting considerable bias and aware of some books which paint a provocative picture of 

neighbours…. This suggests some potential for summer schools……. 

 

 

  

http://www.istro-pontic.eu/
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3. The tables below summarises what I have been able to find on 

the internet as at 10 January 2016 (new entries are italicized). 

Some interesting articles on the problems of cross-border projects are - 

 Borders of Bureaucracy – cross-border cooperation and its challenges 

 Close Friends? cross-border reflections 
 https://criticalgeography.wordpress.com/2011/08/15/challenges-of-cross-border-cooperation-in-

romania-and-bulgaria/ 

 

These articles confirm what a bureaucratic nightmare the whole process still is – not only to 

make a successful submission but to meet the daily administrative requirements laid down. 

More time, for example, is spent at the management meetings of such projects checking the 

requirements than on the substance of the project…. 

 

The most thorough studies are those led by foreign bodies such as the Austrian Env’t Agency; GTZ 

(Germany) and Serbia – although a Sofia Consultancy carried out the best analysis on behalf of the 

Vidin Governor’s Office with a full listing of all relevant tourist attractions and accommodation and 

good data on transport and tourists 

 

The most interesting/useful papers are highlighted in the tables 

 

3.1 Bulgaria 

 
year Title Pps Source Main thrust 
 

2007 
 
Tourism in less developed countries 
 

11pp Academic An early analysis 

 

2010 
 

“Bulgarian Cultural Heritage” 
article on Bulgaria’s cultural heritage 

 

 

13pp 
 

Academic 

 

 

Singing the praises of the BG 

heritage 

 

2010 
 

“Creative Tourism – business model” 

 

17pp 
Dobrich 

academics/consultants 

 

 

Good overview of all issues 

 

2010 
 

“Opportunities for developing 

communist heritage tourism” 

 

26pp  

Dobrich 

academics/consultants 

 

Very good overview of relevant 

issues for consideration 

2010  

Tourist Management and Planning in 

Bulgaria 

 

 

19pp 
 

Academic 

 

Thorough if pedantic overview of 

relevant developments and bodies 

 
2011 “Strategy for cultural tourism” 

 

26pp BG Econ and Social 

Ctte 

Basically a SWOT 

2013 Russe tourist strategy (2013) 

 

 

 

36pp 

 

143pp 

Austrian-led 2 year 

project 

 

Russe study a bit sketchy 

 

Vidin study is very thorough 

http://scholarworks.umass.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1009&context=chess_student_research
https://www.northumbria.ac.uk/static/5007/sasspdf/colomb
https://criticalgeography.wordpress.com/2011/08/15/challenges-of-cross-border-cooperation-in-romania-and-bulgaria/
https://criticalgeography.wordpress.com/2011/08/15/challenges-of-cross-border-cooperation-in-romania-and-bulgaria/
https://www.academia.edu/304587/Marketing_Heritage_Tourism_in_Less_Developed_Countries_Problems_and_Perspectives
http://www.arcchip.cz/w05/w05_zlateva.pdf
http://culturalrealms.typepad.com/files/creativetourismbm_article_1_lr.pdf
https://www.scribd.com/doc/35043658/Opportunities-for-developing-communist-heritage-tourism-in-Bulgaria
https://www.scribd.com/doc/35043658/Opportunities-for-developing-communist-heritage-tourism-in-Bulgaria
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/228245420_Tourism_Management_and_Planning_in_Bulgaria
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/228245420_Tourism_Management_and_Planning_in_Bulgaria
http://transdanube.eu/uploads/contenteditor/WP3/TD_PP7_RegionalSoa_Ruse_fullversion.pdf
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Vidin tourist strategy (2013) 

 

Sustainable Transport 

and Tourism along the 

Danube 

(with detailed statistics) and 

gives details of all tourist 

attractions and facilities 
2013  

Evaluation Report on cross-border 

projects – dentistry, chess and choirs 

 

 

26pp 
Consultants 

 

 

 

Useful description of 9 projects – 

and their impact (1.7 million euros) 

 
2013  

TourNet project on cross-border 

tourism 

 

 

19pp 
 

Consultants 

 

 

475,000 euros 

18 months 

 
2013  

Cultural Heritage and Nature in 

Dobrodjea 

 

25pp EUREKA places of 

peace Foundation 

 

Brochure presenting team and 

aims 

 
2015 BG tourist strategy - Annual 

Monitoring on EC template 

 

16pp 
 

BG Ministry of Culture 

Very bored and mechanistic piece 

of work 

 
 Example of CT 

 

 Private company  

 Cultural Tourism in Montana, Vidin 

 

 Website  

 “Sustainable territorial development 

in Pleven region” 

9pp Pleven District Programme for 4.75m 

 Resource Centre for Tourism  Varna University of 

Management 

Not sure whether still active 

  

http://dobrichgallery.blogspot.bg/ 

   

 Istro Pontic  Joint project of 

south-east BG and RO 

Nice example of cultural tourist 
website 

 CBC Live 

 

 Based in Russe Website about cross-border 

videoconferencing – funded by 

Interreg 

Doesn’t seem too active 
2015 INTERREG – CALL FOR PROPOSALS 

no 3 March 2017 

Applicant’s Guide Bulgaria-Romania 

 

50pp 
BG and RO 

Governments and Mins 

of Regional 

Development 

The Bible for the next phase!! 

 

 

  

http://transdanube.eu/uploads/contenteditor/WP3/TD_PP6_RegionalSoa_Vidin_fullversion.pdf
http://transdanube.eu/
http://transdanube.eu/
http://transdanube.eu/
http://ro-bg.ro/uploads/docs/studii_impact_2013/en/Analysis%20reports/Analysis%20report%20Axis%203%20Statement%203.3.pdf
http://ro-bg.ro/uploads/docs/studii_impact_2013/en/Analysis%20reports/Analysis%20report%20Axis%203%20Statement%203.3.pdf
http://www.danubetournet.eu/gallery.php
http://www.danubetournet.eu/gallery.php
http://www.placesofpeace.eu/dynamic/media/11/documents/NGO%20EICT%20EUREKA-Presentation%20ha.pdf
http://www.placesofpeace.eu/dynamic/media/11/documents/NGO%20EICT%20EUREKA-Presentation%20ha.pdf
http://privateguidebulgaria.com/balkan-tours/
http://www.montana-vidin-dolj.com/en/about/
http://www.pleven-oblast.bg/assets/Project%20TGS/new/SUMMARY_SPATIAL_CBC%20_EN.pdf
http://www.istro-pontic.eu/
http://cbclive.eu/en/category/video/
http://www.interregrobg.eu/en/188-decisions-of-the-monitoring-committee-for-the-interreg-v-a-romania-bulgaria-programme-during-the-7th-meeting.html
http://www.interregrobg.eu/en/188-decisions-of-the-monitoring-committee-for-the-interreg-v-a-romania-bulgaria-programme-during-the-7th-meeting.html
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3.2 Romania 

 
year Title pps Source Main thrust 
  

http://www.cbcromaniabulgaria.eu/in

dex.php?page=documente-publicatii 

 

 Govt of Romania Main website for RO side of 

programme 

 

 Landscape Atlas – landscape 

identification in Romania-Bulgaria 

cross-border area 

 

 Ministry of Regional 

Development 

commissioned 

Superb portrayal of sites of 

landscape interest in the immediate 

Danube area 

2012 

 

 

New challenges for tourism in 

Romania 

 

 

18pp 
 

academic 

 

Sketchy and inconsequential 

2013 Caras-Severin strategy (2013) 

 

SE Romania strategy (2013) 

 

84pp 

 

74pp 

Austrian led 2-year 

project 

Sustainable 

Transport and 

Tourism along the 

Danube 

 

Poor studies compared with the Vidin 

one above 

2014 http://cbcromaniabulgaria.eu/user/f

ile/Interimevaluationrobg.pdf 

 

12pp Ernst and Young for 

RO Ministry of Reg 

Devpt 

Interim evaluation of 2007-13 

programme 

So schematic that its difficult to 

understand!! 
 Alector – heritage tourism 

 

 Collaborative 

network which 

doesn’t seem very 

active 

Website for cross-border group 

2014  “THE RO-BU-SERBIA cross-border 

tourist potential for SW OLTENIA 

REGION according to Danube 

Strategy approach” 

 

 

21pp 

 

Academic – but with 

practical focus 

 

One of the most detailed, and up-to-

date analyses of potential – set 

usefully in the context of the ongoing 

Danube strategy 

 

 

  

http://www.cbcromaniabulgaria.eu/index.php?page=documente-publicatii
http://www.cbcromaniabulgaria.eu/index.php?page=documente-publicatii
http://www.slideshare.net/AmineBenabdallah1/landscape-atlas-of-the-romania-bulgaria-cross-border-area
http://www.slideshare.net/AmineBenabdallah1/landscape-atlas-of-the-romania-bulgaria-cross-border-area
http://www.slideshare.net/AmineBenabdallah1/landscape-atlas-of-the-romania-bulgaria-cross-border-area
http://cdn.intechopen.com/pdfs-wm/35713.pdf
http://cdn.intechopen.com/pdfs-wm/35713.pdf
http://transdanube.eu/uploads/contenteditor/WP3/TD_PP8_RegionalSoa_CarasSeverin_fullversion.pdf
http://transdanube.eu/uploads/contenteditor/WP3/TD_PP9_RegionalSoa_SouthEastRomania_fullversion.pdf
http://transdanube.eu/
http://transdanube.eu/
http://transdanube.eu/
http://transdanube.eu/
http://cbcromaniabulgaria.eu/user/file/Interimevaluationrobg.pdf
http://cbcromaniabulgaria.eu/user/file/Interimevaluationrobg.pdf
http://alector.org/?cat=5
https://www.academia.edu/15279520/THE_ROMANIA-BULGARIA-SERBIA_CROSS-BORDER_TOURISTIC_POTENTIAL_SPECIFIC_FOR_THE_SOUTH-WEST_OLTENIA_REGION_ACCORDING_TO_THE_DANUBE_STRATEGY_APPROACH
https://www.academia.edu/15279520/THE_ROMANIA-BULGARIA-SERBIA_CROSS-BORDER_TOURISTIC_POTENTIAL_SPECIFIC_FOR_THE_SOUTH-WEST_OLTENIA_REGION_ACCORDING_TO_THE_DANUBE_STRATEGY_APPROACH
https://www.academia.edu/15279520/THE_ROMANIA-BULGARIA-SERBIA_CROSS-BORDER_TOURISTIC_POTENTIAL_SPECIFIC_FOR_THE_SOUTH-WEST_OLTENIA_REGION_ACCORDING_TO_THE_DANUBE_STRATEGY_APPROACH
https://www.academia.edu/15279520/THE_ROMANIA-BULGARIA-SERBIA_CROSS-BORDER_TOURISTIC_POTENTIAL_SPECIFIC_FOR_THE_SOUTH-WEST_OLTENIA_REGION_ACCORDING_TO_THE_DANUBE_STRATEGY_APPROACH


8 
 

3.3 Lower Danube Region 

 
Date Title 

 

pages Source summary 

 

2010 

 

 

Thematic aspects of 

CBC in central and 

south-east Europe – 

understanding the 

added value 

 

 

85pp 

 

 

Interact 

 

An Austrian consultancy study – based on selected 

case studies from the Lower Danube…. 

2013 Tournet project 
Photo library of the 

Danube Region 

 

BU 

project 

 

Good image 

resource 
 

 

Images of the Bulgarian section of the Danube 

2012- 2014 TransDanube – SE 

Europe Trans National 

Cooperation 

Programme 

 

Sustainable Transport 

and Tourism along the 

Danube 

 

 

200 

pages 

2 year project 

led by 

Austrian Env’t 

Agency with 

state partners 

in Serbia, 

Bulgaria and 

Romania 

One of the best documented of projects 

( see BG and RO folders) 

 

Good detailed assessment of potential 

Good practice notes  

 

Final summary report 

2012 “Handbook for 

Managing Visitors on 

Cultural Trails” 

 

64pp 
GTZ and 

Serbians – 

with EC 

funding 

Very good assessment of issues for implementation  
Managing visitor on thematic cultural routes 

2013 Brochure – “The Roman 

Emperors’ route and 

the Danube wine 

route” 

17pp German (GTZ) 

and Serbian 

consultants 

 

Aimed at cultural tourists for organised tourism in 

Croatia, Serbia, Bulgaria and Romania 

2013 The Third Romanian-

Bulgarian-Hungarian-

Serbian Conference 

 

123pp Universities of 

Belgrade and 

Novi Sad 

Proceedings 

 

 

 

 

Danube Region 

Programme 

  Most recent magazine  

The culture and tourism strand – managed by Bu and RO 

had its last meeting in 2012!! 

This is what they have to say about their strategy 

 

 

  

http://admin.interact-eu.net/downloads/2452/Cross-programme_evaluation:_thematic_study.pdf
http://admin.interact-eu.net/downloads/2452/Cross-programme_evaluation:_thematic_study.pdf
http://admin.interact-eu.net/downloads/2452/Cross-programme_evaluation:_thematic_study.pdf
http://admin.interact-eu.net/downloads/2452/Cross-programme_evaluation:_thematic_study.pdf
http://admin.interact-eu.net/downloads/2452/Cross-programme_evaluation:_thematic_study.pdf
http://www.danubetournet.eu/gallery.php
http://www.danubetournet.eu/gallery.php
http://transdanube.eu/
http://transdanube.eu/
http://transdanube.eu/
http://transdanube.eu/uploads/contenteditor/TD_act3_3_good_practice_collection_fin_1.pdf
http://transdanube.eu/uploads/contenteditor/PM6_belgrad/TD_finalbrochure.pdf
http://www.fpdd.bg/en/page/cult_routes
http://www.fpdd.bg/en/page/cult_routes
http://www.fpdd.bg/en/page/cult_routes
http://www.fpdd.bg/userfiles/files/Handbook%20Thematic%20Cultural%20Routes%20adopted%20for%20Danube%20project.pdf
http://www.fpdd.bg/userfiles/files/DCC%20RER%26DWR%20Brochure%20Oct2013%20Final%20web%20Dec2013.pdf
http://www.fpdd.bg/userfiles/files/DCC%20RER%26DWR%20Brochure%20Oct2013%20Final%20web%20Dec2013.pdf
http://www.fpdd.bg/userfiles/files/DCC%20RER%26DWR%20Brochure%20Oct2013%20Final%20web%20Dec2013.pdf
http://www.fpdd.bg/userfiles/files/DCC%20RER%26DWR%20Brochure%20Oct2013%20Final%20web%20Dec2013.pdf
http://www.dgt.uns.ac.rs/ckhi/abstractbook.pdf
http://www.dgt.uns.ac.rs/ckhi/abstractbook.pdf
http://www.dgt.uns.ac.rs/ckhi/abstractbook.pdf
http://www.danube-region.eu/2014-03-21-07-28-38/projects-and-initiatives
http://www.danube-region.eu/2014-03-21-07-28-38/projects-and-initiatives
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/panorama/pdf/mag37/mag37_en.pdf
http://danubecultureandtourism.eu/about-the-danube-strategy
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3.4 Major Publications on the theme of Cultural Tourism 
 

 
Date 

and 

Size 

Title Source Focus 

2005 

 

315pp 

Cultural Tourism in a 

changing world 

 

publishers 

 

 
Post-modernist crap 

 

2008 

 

155pp 

Cultural Heritage and 

Tourism – a book…to 

inspire 

 

 

Lithuania 

 

Nice collection of text and images. Contributions from 

specialists from various neighbouring countries 

 

2008 

 

330pp 

Understanding the 

Behaviour of Cultural 

Tourists – toward a 

classification of dutch 

CT  

 

 

Thesis from 

Amsterdam 

University 

 

Despite academic nature, a useful resource for anyone 

interested in CT and how to measure and profile cultural 

travellers  

 

 

 
 

2012 

33pp 

The role and 

importance of Cultural 

Tourism (CT) 

Academic  

Janos Csapo 

 

One of the most comprehensive overviews of the role 

and potential of CT – from the book 
http://www.intechopen.com/books/strategies-for-tourism-industry-

micro-and-macro-perspectives 

 
C 2012 

 

261pp 

Impact of European 
Cultural Routes on 
SMEs’ innovation and 
competitiveness 

 

 

Council of 

Europe 

A very thorough study of the European experience of cultural 

routes which offers a very useful checklist for anyone planning 

a cultural tourist project  

 

Annex contains case-studies 
2013 

 

148pp 

industrial heritage and 

rural tourism report  

 

European 

Parliament 

 

Useful recent analysis – with discussion of relevant tools 

 
2013 

 

 

103pp 

 
 

Landscape Atlas – 

landscape 

identification in 

Romania-Bulgaria 

cross-border area 

 

A brilliant mapping of key sites in the Danube area 
The 3 year project finished in 2014 and produced - 

•a strategy document  

A common territory operational database, a common set of indicators and a cartographic 

database for the border area; 

• A common methodology for territorial planning; 

• An analysis and diagnosis of the current situation in the border area; 

• Implementation of 2 integrated pilot projects: 

 Elaboration of the regional spatial development scheme of Pleven district; 

 Cultural and touristic hub along the TEN-T Corridor 9 - Veliko Tarnovo. 

• Implementation of 5 sectorial pilot projects in the economic field - competitiveness, 

education - human resources, agriculture, 

land improvement, transport and tourism: 

. Improving skills and competence through training and business; 

. a database for land improvement along the border area; 

. a prefeasibility study for the investment objective - the construction of the third 

bridge over the Danube river between Romania and Bulgaria. 

• A regional brand promoted at European level for the common Romania-Bulgaria cross-

border area; 

 

http://www00.unibg.it/dati/corsi/44108/50648-smith-robinson-proofs.pdf
http://www00.unibg.it/dati/corsi/44108/50648-smith-robinson-proofs.pdf
http://mg.kpd.lt/users/www/uploaded/3%20Forum%20publ%20on%20cultural%20heritage%20and%20tourism.pdf
http://mg.kpd.lt/users/www/uploaded/3%20Forum%20publ%20on%20cultural%20heritage%20and%20tourism.pdf
http://www.tram-research.com/atlas/Rami%20Issac%20PhD.pdf
http://www.tram-research.com/atlas/Rami%20Issac%20PhD.pdf
http://www.tram-research.com/atlas/Rami%20Issac%20PhD.pdf
http://www.tram-research.com/atlas/Rami%20Issac%20PhD.pdf
http://www.tram-research.com/atlas/Rami%20Issac%20PhD.pdf
http://cdn.intechopen.com/pdfs/35715.pdf
http://cdn.intechopen.com/pdfs/35715.pdf
http://cdn.intechopen.com/pdfs/35715.pdf
http://www.intechopen.com/books/strategies-for-tourism-industry-micro-and-macro-perspectives
http://www.intechopen.com/books/strategies-for-tourism-industry-micro-and-macro-perspectives
https://www.coe.int/t/dg4/cultureheritage/culture/routes/StudyCR_en.pdf
https://www.coe.int/t/dg4/cultureheritage/culture/routes/StudyCR_en.pdf
https://www.coe.int/t/dg4/cultureheritage/culture/routes/StudyCR_en.pdf
https://www.coe.int/t/dg4/cultureheritage/culture/routes/StudyCR_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/495840/IPOL-TRAN_ET(2013)495840_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/495840/IPOL-TRAN_ET(2013)495840_EN.pdf
http://www.slideshare.net/AmineBenabdallah1/landscape-atlas-of-the-romania-bulgaria-cross-border-area
http://www.slideshare.net/AmineBenabdallah1/landscape-atlas-of-the-romania-bulgaria-cross-border-area
http://www.slideshare.net/AmineBenabdallah1/landscape-atlas-of-the-romania-bulgaria-cross-border-area
http://www.slideshare.net/AmineBenabdallah1/landscape-atlas-of-the-romania-bulgaria-cross-border-area
http://www.slideshare.net/AmineBenabdallah1/landscape-atlas-of-the-romania-bulgaria-cross-border-area
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33pp 

Cross Border 

Cooperation and 

cultural communities 

in europe 

  

Mainly concerned with cooperation between those of similar language 

separated by borders 

 

2014 

 

145pp 

 

Cultural Tourism – a 

literature review 

 

European 

Expert 

network on 

culture 

(EENC)  

 

Rather pedantic summaries stronger on data than analysis – but 

useful for its hyperlinks  

 

 
 

 

60pp 

 

Inspiring Creativity – 

promoting culture and 

creative industries 

around Europe 

 

 

 

EENC – 

commissioned 

by Austrians 

 

A very thorough analysis of the different types of cultural 

activity funded by the EC – based on 600 projects extracted 

from the KEEP (Knowledge and Expertise in European 

Programmes) data base.  

Presents a picture of spending in five categories (“cultural 

industry” and “cultural tourism” being 2) and short project 

vignettes  

 
 

2014 

 

17pp 

 

Potential for Balkan 

wine tourism 

 

academic 

 

Useful overview with good analysis of weaknesses of each 

country 

2014 

 

9pp 

Balkan tourist 

strategies 

 

academic 

 

Brief overview 

 

2014 

 

58pp 

 

Guide to EU Funding 

for Tourism 

 

 

EC 

 

 

2015 

 

77pp 

 

 

 

 

Toolkit for the 

evaluation of cross-

border experience 
 

 

The Centre 

for Cross-

border 

studies 

 

A very practical guide which will be useful for anyone designing a 

cross-border project. Draws on the Irish experience and 

therefore concerned with reconciliation issues. 

Good hyperlinks 

 

 

 

  

http://www.ideasforeurope.eu/wp-content/uploads/LOW_CMC-4695-PAPER-3-Euroregions_290715.pdf
http://www.ideasforeurope.eu/wp-content/uploads/LOW_CMC-4695-PAPER-3-Euroregions_290715.pdf
http://www.ideasforeurope.eu/wp-content/uploads/LOW_CMC-4695-PAPER-3-Euroregions_290715.pdf
http://www.ideasforeurope.eu/wp-content/uploads/LOW_CMC-4695-PAPER-3-Euroregions_290715.pdf
http://www.eenc.info/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/CD%C3%BCmcke-MGnedovsky-Cultural-Heritage-Literature-Review-July-2013.pdf
http://www.eenc.info/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/CD%C3%BCmcke-MGnedovsky-Cultural-Heritage-Literature-Review-July-2013.pdf
http://cercles.vtlseurope.com:8098/arxius/pdf/E130343.pdf
http://cercles.vtlseurope.com:8098/arxius/pdf/E130343.pdf
http://cercles.vtlseurope.com:8098/arxius/pdf/E130343.pdf
http://cercles.vtlseurope.com:8098/arxius/pdf/E130343.pdf
http://www.keep.eu/search/?#search
http://www.keep.eu/search/?#search
http://article.sapub.org/10.5923.s.tourism.201402.05.html
http://article.sapub.org/10.5923.s.tourism.201402.05.html
http://utmsjoe.mk/files/Vol.%205%20No.%202/2-10_Medodijeski-Temelkov2(1).pdf
http://utmsjoe.mk/files/Vol.%205%20No.%202/2-10_Medodijeski-Temelkov2(1).pdf
http://www.mint.hr/UserDocsImages/EC-Guide-EU-funding-for-tourism-Oct-2014.pdf
http://www.mint.hr/UserDocsImages/EC-Guide-EU-funding-for-tourism-Oct-2014.pdf
http://www.crossborder.ie/oldsite/wp-content/uploads/Toolkit-for-Evaluation-of-Cross-Border-Projects.pdf
http://www.crossborder.ie/oldsite/wp-content/uploads/Toolkit-for-Evaluation-of-Cross-Border-Projects.pdf
http://www.crossborder.ie/oldsite/wp-content/uploads/Toolkit-for-Evaluation-of-Cross-Border-Projects.pdf
http://www.crossborder.ie/oldsite/wp-content/uploads/Toolkit-for-Evaluation-of-Cross-Border-Projects.pdf
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4. First Impressions about state of “heritage tourism” 
 Projects and networks abound for developing a tourist infrastructure for 

both “locals” and foreigners – with wine tourism an obvious component  

 very difficult to assess their impact or viability (quite a few of the websites 

are inactive) 

 “heritage tourism” has potential in Bucharest (architectural and painting 

heritage very strong) - but the city does not classify as “cross-border”)  

 Russe (90 minutes), Veliko Tarnovo (BG) and Constanta and Danube delta 

(RO) do qualify and are very feasible for tourism from Bucharest airport 

 travel from Sofia to Danube area (and from Bucharest to SE part of the 

Danube) much more arduous   

 the idea of “heritage tourism” does not appear to have taken off so far  

 although these cruises (which start at Bucharest and ends at Budapest with some 

fascinating destinations organised en route) show the potential 
 

My experience in institutional reform and capacity building makes umeparticularly 

sensitive to the temptation of supply-driven approaches and to the danger of good 

ideas which are unable to take root for failure to generate local understanding and 

commitment.  

 

5. Some Questions 
 are there any Summer schools for BG and RO students? 

 Where are the products of joint any capacity building projects involving 

both Bulgarian and Romanian municipalities?? 

 Do we have any idea how many Bulgarian and Romanian nationals undertake 

“Danube tourism” – and by what means and age group? 

 Any statistics on foreign tourist trips to Lower Danube? 

 By destination, travel means and purpose?   

 any marketing data for heritage tourism in Balkans – particularly from 

Bucharest and Sofia?  

 Where are the current ports of call for cruise ships – seem only 2 - on BG 

side (Vidin and Russe – (what about Svishtov and Silistra?) Vidin offers the 

amazing Belogradchik rock site; 2 excellent vineyards and the Vidin fortress 

– Russe its art nouveaux buildings; vineyards; the rock churches and spell-

binding delta park area  

http://www.cruiseexpress.com.au/Uniworld-Eastern-Europe-Explorer-ITIN
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 What are cultural attractions on RO side? – apart from Port Cetate; 

vineyards of Recas seem a bit too far; Craiova and Bucharest both an hour 

away 

 What scope for increasing the cruise potential? 

 How assess the present strength of cross-border cultural links – and how 

they might be strengthened?  

 

 

6. Possible Focus 

 Translators RO/BG-ENG?? 

 Select Cultural books and translate 

 Mixed events for teachers…. 

  

 

 

 

 

RGY 

21 January 2016 
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ANNEX 1 – 

 

LOWER DANUBE LEADERSHIP 

– ideas paper – please note that this is not 

a proposal……… 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Purpose of the project 

2. Draft Concept  

3. Some Immediate Tasks 

4. Author 

 

Annexes 

1. Source Material in English on Bulgaria 

2. Source Material in English from Romania 

3. Glimpses of the Danube 

 

The painting is an Atanas Mihov (1879-1974) - "washing at the Danube" which can be seen at the 

Russe Art Gallery  

 

 

December 2015  

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-iYRsb9aEpsU/UIaC4-89taI/AAAAAAAAC2Q/0i9h6iy5mV8/s1600/m_Mihov+Washing+at+the+Danube+Russe+coll.jpg
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1. Purpose of project 
 

To generate a critical mass of commitment in local leaders in the Bulgarian-Romanian cross-border 

area to cultural exchange and tourism 

 

 

2. Draft Concept 
 

We are aware of a range of recent projects using EU and other funding to develop cultural trails in 

this part of the Danube but consider that they have been characterised by such things as limited 

timescales or ambition. 

Our experience in institutional reform and capacity building makes us particularly sensitive to the 

temptation of supply-driven approaches and to the danger of good ideas which are unable to take 

root for failure to generate local understanding and commitment.  

 
Cultural Routes in the Middle and Lower Danube Region - the Roman Emperors Route and the Danube Wine 

Route, for example, is a German/Serbian project for the development and marketing of transnational and 

cross-border routes in Bulgaria, Romania, Serbia and Croatia, launched in 2012 by the Danube Competence 

Center (DCC) and supported by the German consultancy GTZ.  

The project runs another year and has issued a brochure and handbook - Managing visitor on thematic 

cultural routes 

 

Our project will be based on an assessment - 

 of the gaps shown in such project work and  

 a thorough mapping of the local actors - their capabilities and potential; their ambitions and 

existing networks 

 

“Studied indifference?” 

Bulgaria and Romania both have low global profiles - although the Black Sea sands and Bulgaria (red) 

wines have long been known to the British public; and the ski slopes of the Balkans and Carpathians 

to younger travellers. A few retired people have also been amazed by the richness of the religious 

heritage…The lower reaches of the Danube is however largely unknown to tourists – although the 

Danube estuary on the Romanian side enjoys a certain niche in the travel market.  

 

Despite sharing the Danube as a border, the citizens of the two countries have (apart from the 

summer trips to the Bulgarian part of the Black Sea) little contact and know very little about each 

other. It probably hasn’t helped that the Dobrogea area at the Black Sea has changed hands 

several times in the past few centuries – nor that the Bulgarian alphabet is Cyrillic and the 

Romanians so proudly Latin   

Indeed it would not be exaggerating to suggest that relations are characterised by a “state of 

studied indifference”. This is confirmed by the common perception that the two nations turn their 

back on one another at the Danube …. 

 

The applicant’s Guide puts it very clearly – 

 

http://www.fpdd.bg/en/page/cult_routes
http://www.fpdd.bg/en/page/cult_routes
http://www.fpdd.bg/userfiles/files/DCC%20RER%26DWR%20Brochure%20Oct2013%20Final%20web%20Dec2013.pdf
http://www.fpdd.bg/userfiles/files/Handbook%20Thematic%20Cultural%20Routes%20adopted%20for%20Danube%20project.pdf
http://www.fpdd.bg/userfiles/files/Handbook%20Thematic%20Cultural%20Routes%20adopted%20for%20Danube%20project.pdf
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Knowing each other is the basic requirement for both economic and social connections, which shall be 

reflected in the priorities given to social and cultural linkages.  

The programme takes due note of the limited contacts and low base of cross-border cooperation during a 

long lasting period and recognizes the need for overcoming the natural geographic, psychological and 

language barriers (preconditions to understanding and trust) in order to transform the border from a line 

of separation into a place for communication and cooperation, meant to promote the potential of the area 

for integrated development and to integrate the cross-border area between two EU new member states.  

 

This project aims to demonstrate the potential for cultural tourism by developing appropriate 

materials, facilities and networks which will help open up the Danube area to domestic and 

foreign tourism….. 

The author has been struck by Bulgarian “Cetalesti” which actually had their origins in Svishtov 

 
The first cultural community centre and public library were opened in the town of Svishtov on the River 

Danube on 30 January 1856. (Fig 10) Its website http:/www.pbc.hit.bg provides a comprehensive idea of the 

rich spiritual life organized by the cultural community centre to present times. Following Svishtov, cultural 

community centres were established in the towns of Lom, Shumen, Koprivshtitsa etc. Already before the 

Liberation in 1878 there were 131 cultural community centres on the Bulgarian lands (Kondarev, Sirakov, 

Cholov, 1991) They carried out broad activities among young and old for the preservation of local and 

regional traditions in the field of culture. They supported thousands of regional researchers to build 

museum collections, to save samples of archeological finds, everyday life objects, woodcarving, plastic arts, 

embroideries, costumes, folk songs, fairy tales, myths and legends.  

 

Cultural community centres supported schools also by donations, providing scholarships and sending the 

most talented students to study abroad. The democratic principle of their trustees is expressed through 

“consent of the people” i.e. through direct election of the members of the boards of trustees. They 

comprised the most influential and patriotic persons irrespective of property status and nationality. 

The artistic activity of the cultural community centres is a source of talents - singers, players, dancers - 

for state folk ensembles. One of them is Valja Balkanska whose folk song about Delyu Haydutin was 

included in the message of mankind sent into space through the Voyager. Dozens of Bulgarian cultural 

community centre teams hold prestigious awards from established international festivals. 

 

Two senses of “Leader-ship” could form the basis for a powerful bid -  

 LEADER is of course the EC’s rural development programme which has brought a dynamic 

spirit back to many remote parts of Europe – and the lower reaches of this famous river 

certainly form one such area.  

 But it is also a principle of regional transformation which has demonstrated its potential in 

some parts of the world for the last half-century and more. For example the greater 

Pittsburgh area (which I visited in the late 80s) was experiencing social and economic 

dislocation when a quiet movement brought the younger potential leaders of tomorrow from 

its diverse sectors (commerce, political, administrative, trade union, religious etc) into an 

academic setting to confront the city’s problems. Crucial and lasting personal links of 

respect and understanding were forged; and participants were enabled to face up to their 

wider responsibilities and the needs of the region. Leadership Philadelphia is another 

example. 

 

Personal Note 
After several years of familiarity with Romania, I suddenly found myself based in Sofia. The Bulgarians were 

down-to-earth, modest and….well..bourgeois! Not least in the extent of small spaces in the centre where old 

http://www.leadershipphiladelphia.org/about/
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and young alike can set up shop themselves - whether to sell cigarettes, haircuts, coffee, paintings or clothes. 

I've commented on this here; here; here; and here.  

 

One of the key books on cultural values is Richard D Lewis’s When Cultures Collide – leading across cultures – a 

complete version of which can be accessed via the link. Bulgarians, he says (on page 319) are disciplined, 

pragmatic, cautious, stubborn, inventive. The terms he uses for Romanians are – proud of being a Balkan 

anomaly, opportunistic, unpredictable, black humour….. 

Certainly I know that my Romanian friends sometimes get impatient with what they – as tough, direct speakers 

– feel as the politeness if not evasiveness of Bulgarians! As a Scot who has felt the same about a certain type 

of Englishman, I think I know what they mean!  

But I find it fascinating that Bulgarian paintings of the 20th century spoke to me in a way which the Romanian 

paintings did not (at least initially)..... 

The EU is putting a lot of money into trans-Danube infrastructure – it is critical that human aspects are not 

ignored. 

 

 

3. Immediate Tasks 
 

1. Identify relevant previous projects eg  

 TourNet – Promotion of cross-border networking for development of a common Bulgarian-

Romanian tourist product (see linked Photo library of the Danube Region);  

 Impact Analysis of People-to-People project in Danube area (2013)  

 

and draw out lessons 

 

 

2. Identify people and appropriate networks eg   

 Doina Pauleanu, curator of Romania’s Constanta Art Gallery and active in cross-border work, 

for example, with the Bulgarian curators of Dobrich Gallery and Russe and who has run trips 

to the traditional art colony of Balcik 

 Evelina Handjieva; curator of Dobrich gallery who is active with exhibitions elsewhere 

 Cetate cultural centre – base of poet and TV personality Mircea Dinescu and part of a 

European network of literary and artistic Houses 

 Belin Mollev – one of Bulgaria’s most experienced cross-border consultants 

 Vihra Pesheva – owner of Astry gallery, Sofia 

 Zhechka Kalinova – active consultant in Structural Fund work, with +an office in Russe 

 Andy Anderson (Russe) – consultant on restoration projects in central Bulgaria 

 Galina Dekova – curator of Svetlin Rusev atelier, Sofia 

 

 

3. Identify possible beneficiaries and approach urgently for their agreement. Montana. Pleven, 

Russe,  Silistra, Svishtov, Vidin and Veliko Tarnovo  are obvious municipalities on the Bulgarian side – 

with Calafat, Constanta, Craiova, Giurgiu, (Oltenita, Calarasi) and Constanta on the Romanian side.  

 

4. Develop database of cultural tourist and educational facilities in the border area eg Dobrich, 

Pleven, Russe, Silistra, Svishtov, Veliko Tarnovo. Vidin (and Belogradchik?) towns on the Bulgarian 

side. 

http://nomadron.blogspot.ro/2012/01/user-friendly-cities-missing-argument.html
http://nomadron.blogspot.ro/2011/10/downside-of-sofia-charms.html
http://nomadron.blogspot.ro/2011/02/in-praise-of-sofia.html
http://nomadron.blogspot.ro/2011/01/le-flaneur.html
http://wh.agh.edu.pl/other/materialy/672_2014_05_05_12_05_16_When-Cultures-Collide-libre.pdf
http://www.danubetournet.eu/gallery.php
http://ro-bg.ro/uploads/docs/studii_impact_2013/en/Analysis%20reports/Analysis%20report%20Axis%203%20Statement%203.3.pdf
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5. Identify examples of best practice in cultural cross-border work from other parts of Europe (eg 

from LEADER) – wine trails, cultural tourism, religious trails, local leadership programmes 

 

 

6. Prepare an illustrative schedule of activities  eg 

 Negotiate with Bucharest, Sofia and regional and national galleries (such as Constanta and 

Dobrich) a touring programme of art exhibits in the municipal galleries mentioned – with 

associated musical performances and wine-tasting. 

 Identify and list travel companies willing and able to offer package holidays to the Danube 

area for cultural tourism (inc wineries) 

 List and store suitable material on the Danube area which might be recommended for 

tourists 

 Negotiate web excerpts from these books 

 Ensure up-to-date data base of appropriate ecological guesthouses in the area 

 Identify and train tourist guides 

 Negotiate features in magazines such as the English language Vagabond (BG) and flight 

material 

 

 

Some initial Questions 
 Does 5 weeks give enough time to pull together a winning project from scratch? 

 Can the necessary signatures and paperwork be put together in the dead of winter? 

 What exactly could the focus be? Wine and cultural trails are “old hat” – which is why I;ve 

introduced the idea of “Regional Leadership” which has a university base….Whose? Russe? 

Svishtov? Constanta? Veliko Tarnovo? Clearly translation facilities needed….bottlenecks? 

Unless in English (undesirable and improbable) 

 Where can we most quickly get an assessment of relevant (cultural) project work? 
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Author 
Ronald George Young 

44 Dunav St, Sofia 

bakuron2003@yahoo.co.uk 

www.nomadron.blogspot.com 

EU consultant in institutional reform; regional development; and capacity development 

Writer; collector of Bulgarian painting 

 

4.1 General experience 

 16 years Secretary-General of Strathclyde Regional Council’s ruling political group 

 12 years consultancy in Czechia, Slovakia, Hungary, Bulgaria and Romania, Baltic States and 

Brussels 

 8 years consultancy in Central Asia 

 

4.2 Life and Work in Region 

1 year Phare training project (with IPA, Sofia) 

1 year Phare project with municipalities in Romania 

18 months’ training project (with regional and municipal staff) for Structural Funds in Bulgaria 

2010-12  

15 years owner of mountain house in Carpathians 

8 years – living in Sofia flat 

 

4.3 Publications 

50 papers and 10 books 

Crafting Effective Public Management (2014 - 145 pages) 

Introducing the Bulgarian Realists (2012 – 56 pages) 

Mapping Romania - notes on an unfinished journey (2014 – 120 pages) 

Introducing the Romanian Realists of the 19th and early 20th Centuries (2014 – 205 pages) 

Bulgarian Realists – a cultural journey (2016 – 250 pages) 

 

4.4 Background  
Ronald Young has 20 years’ experience of EC-funded projects in capacity development; has been driving across 

the Bulgarian-Romanian borders since summer 2007 from his bases in the Carpathian mountains and Sofia; and 

has mapped both the Bulgarian and Romanian painting traditions in 2 books, the Romanian cultural tradition in a 

third; with the last item (a 250 page book on Bulgarian culture) being finalised for 2016 - its (bi-lingual) 

printing could be one of the immediate items for budget support??.  

He has therefore had an opportunity to observe for almost a decade – as an outsider – the two very different 

countries which straddle the lower reaches of the Danube. The four last books demonstrate his grasp – unique 

for an outsider – of the rich cultural experience of both countries…  

His work in Scotland and other parts of central Europe also give a strong underpinning to any project to assist 

the capacity development of appropriate institutions and networks in these two countries and those of any 

other partner countries such as Slovakia with which he has good contacts…..  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bakuron2003@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.nomadron.blogspot.com/
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_952b890cfebb4880b0db8da5bce165d8.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_df25f9ebd39c4f139f9ef7e772ce39c9.pdf
http://www.mappingthecommonground.com/#!mapping-romania/c1fdz
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_0224eddd80d84b8881d3767855f3109c.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_724fce1cb1c240ccb6d14414b157df5f.pdf
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The rest of this document lists the rich source material which is available (in 

the English language)….if you look hard enough….. 
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SOURCES from BULGARIA 
 

Reports from recent EC-funded cross-border projects in Lower Danube area  

 TourNet – Promotion of cross-border networking for development of a common Bulgarian-

Romanian tourist product (EC 2012 - see linked Photo library of the Danube Region) 

 Impact Analysis of People-to-People project in Danube area (2013)  

 http://danube-raft.eu/category/post-format-gallery/ 
 

This (rather dated) article on Bulgaria’s cultural heritage is a useful briefing on the nature and 

scale of that heritage. A possible business model for Bulgarian cultural tourism was set out in this 

2010 paper.  

 

Some Guides to the area 

 The Danube Riverside Guide (2011 – one of several regional guides produced by Tangra 

Publishing) 

  “Time and Beauty; art nouveau in the Bulgarian cities” ed Vittore Collina (2014) – a lovely 

booklet about older buildings eg in Russe produced with great care and thought – a real 

labour of love 

 

General portrayal of cultural life 

 Bulgaria Tour Guide  (Tangra 2006) – a glossy 670 pager with superb small illustrations.  

 The Vagabond journal produced by Anthony Georgieff is now publishing superb perspectives 

into different aspects of the country and its past with great photos and then collecting 

them in coffee table books eg Hidden Treasures of Bulgaria. Also books dealing with the 

Thracian, Ottoman and Jewish heritages; and, recently a small publication with profiles of 

immigrants 

 100 Bulgarian National Tourist Sites; by A and S Dermendziev (2013) Bulgarian and German 

only 

 Bulgarian Monasteries (2004) by Nikolai Touleshkov, Lyuben Prashkov Ivan Bozhilov 

Bilingual. Great guide.  

 Companion guide-to-religious-architecture-in-bulgaria-part-one-west-bulgaria; J Mineva- 

Milcheva and E Alexandrova-Koeva (2006) Thorough 460 page analysis of the key features 

of a small part of the incredible heritage 

 Sofia Enigma and Stigma (Enthusiast 2011) – Ljubomir Milchev -  a little book which contains 

evocative black and white photos of old, crumbling buildings in Sofia;  

 “A Walk in the Street of Sofia Guidebook “(Kras Plus 2002); marvellous bilingual history of 

the 6 parts of central Sofia for those who want to appreciate the city’s singularity by foot 

(out of print)  

 Tourist Guide of Sofia – produced by the Tourist Office, with the younger market in  mind 

 

 Ivan Daraktchiev’s amazing Bulgaria: Terra Europeansis Incognita gives us 600 pages of 

superb photographs and provocative (English) text about the history (ancient and recent) 

and landscape of the country and its relationship with neighbours.   

http://www.danubetournet.eu/gallery.php
http://ro-bg.ro/uploads/docs/studii_impact_2013/en/Analysis%20reports/Analysis%20report%20Axis%203%20Statement%203.3.pdf
http://danube-raft.eu/category/post-format-gallery/
http://www.arcchip.cz/w05/w05_zlateva.pdf
http://culturalrealms.typepad.com/files/creativetourismbm_article_1_lr.pdf
http://culturalrealms.typepad.com/files/creativetourismbm_article_1_lr.pdf
http://www.tangra-bg.org/index.php?option=com_virtuemart&page=shop.browse&category_id=6&lang=en&vmcchk=1&Itemid=113
http://www.vagabond.bg/
http://www.helikon.bg/books/282/-hidden-treasures-of-bulgaria-2_190578.html
http://www.book.store.bg/p107609/100-nacionalni-turisticheski-obekta-stela-dermendzhieva-atanas-dermendzhiev.html
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Nikolai+Touleshkov%2C+Lyuben+Prashkov+Ivan+Bozhilov&search-alias=books-uk&text=Nikolai+Touleshkov%2C+Lyuben+Prashkov+Ivan+Bozhilov&sort=relevancerank
http://knigomania.bg/companion-guide-to-religious-architecture-in-bulgaria-part-one-west-bulgaria-ferdinandeum.html
http://nomadron.blogspot.com/2012/01/aesthetic-pleasures.html
http://raionvitosha.eu/uploads/docs/tourist_guide_of_sofia_19_until_19_en.pdf
http://www.zaedno.mobi/Zaedno/Comments.html
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 the 600 page Sofia’s Mount Athos by Valentina Sharlanova (Drinov Academic Publishing 

2013) is a superb study (complete with photos and GPS coordinates) of the 46 monasteries 

which cluster around Sofia  - many since the 14th century.  

 “Architecture of the Old Bulgarian Villages”; Stefan Stamov (2006) 288 pages covering 24 

of the most famous old villages written by the doyen of Bulgarian writers on architecture.  

(English edition). 

 “The Bulgarian Folk House”; Stefan Stamov (2007) – a more technical complement to his 

2006 book (largely Bulgarian) –with wonderful (mainly b/w) illustrations (350 pages) 

 Rhodopes; the Sacred Mountain (Club 8 2014); an absolutely wonderful 245 page 

photographic tribute to the area – with brief text 

 

An interesting paper suggests how the communist heritage could be used as part of a cultural 

tourist strategy.  

 

Histories 
 “The Rose of the Balkans – a short history of Bulgaria” by Ivan Iltchev (Colibri 2005) – a 

delightful read (with good graphics) by the Dean of Sofia University who has also produced 

several other books on modern Bulgarian history 

 Short History of Modern Bulgaria  RJ Crampton (1987) 

 Historical Dictionary of Bulgaria Raymon Detrez (the Scarecrow Press 2006) – an amazing 

find (thanks to The National Library of Scotland). 900 pages of information (of which no 

less than 100 pages are a bibliography of books and articles available in the English 

language!!) 

 The owner of Sofia’s Neros Gallery, Ruhmen Manov, produced in summer 2014 a (bilingual)  

Fairy Tale about Bulgaria  which weighs in at 7 kilos and 700 pages – based on his personal 

collection of old Bulgarian photos and cultural artefacts. It does indeed give a stunning 

sense of Bulgaria’s more recent history.  

 

Meet Bulgaria; RH Markham (1932) (who was Balkans correspondent of The Christian Scientist) The 

link gives you the entire book (in chapters) which paints a charming picture of a rural society – and 

has a complete chapter on painting. 

 

Wines 
Catalogue of Bulgarian Wine (by T Tanovska and K Iontcheva - annual)  

The Wine Routes of Bulgaria (Vina Zona 2014) is also a nice little – if less technical – profile of 64 

of the good Bulgaria vineyards.  

66 vineyards were presenting  about 400 bottles at the 2015 annual wine-tasting weekend in Sofia 

in November  

 

Music 
Bulgarian music is utterly distinctive– whether vocal or instrumental.  

Its women’s singing tradition is positively ethereal – and indeed earned it a place on one of the first 

satellites circulating the earth! Here’s a contemporary young woman singing a solo; and here also a 

duet.  

http://www.baspress.com/book.php?l=e&id=1073
http://www.scribd.com/doc/35043658/Opportunities-for-developing-communist-heritage-tourism-in-Bulgaria
http://www.scribd.com/doc/35043658/Opportunities-for-developing-communist-heritage-tourism-in-Bulgaria
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=iL06AAAAIAAJ&lpg=PA143&ots=rSPAjmf0Bu&dq=unrest%20in%20BUlgaria%20in%201920s&pg=PA143#v=onepage&q=unrest%20in%20BUlgaria%20in%201920s&f=false
http://caravaning.si/clan/bojan_p/bulgaria/bulgaria_history.pdf
http://nomadron.blogspot.com/2014/11/honouring-past.html
http://nomadron.blogspot.com/2014/11/honouring-past.html
http://www.promacedonia.org/en/rm/rm_1.html
http://kata.bg/index.php/en/wine-catalog/wineries
http://www.vinozona.net/_lang-en/Winetourism/view/8/the-new-guide-book-the-wine-routes-of-bulgaria
http://2015taste.divino.bg/exhibitors-3/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_of_Bulgaria
http://www.bulgarianvoices.com/cat_12.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PWPTqdT79Rs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=glPLnHKl-wQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=glPLnHKl-wQ
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A marvellous study of the musical tradition is Performing Democracy: Bulgarian Music and Musicians 

in Transition; DA Buchanan (2006) 

The Isihia musical group uses a variety of traditional instruments to create a great sound. Here for 

example is one called Transfiguration. And they are the backing to this superb photoshoot of rural 

churches 

 

 

Travel 
Undoubtedly the most famous travel writer for this part of the world was Patrick Leigh Fermour 

(generally known as Paddy) whose trilogy about his walk from the English Channel to Istanbul in 

1933 was finished only in 2013! Between the Woods and the Water (1986) of Hungarian aristocratic 

houses in Transylvania. In 2013, after a 25-year gap, we got The Broken Road (2013) dealt mainly 

with the Bulgarian and Greek sections of his trip. Paddy’s writing is quite exquisite. 

 

Websites  
 This delightful little E-book features some of the amazing small bed and breakfasts in the 

countryside 

 Visit Sofia 

 Sofia City Info Guide  

 Bulgaria Travel – nice site of a typical tourist agency 

 http://www.jmb-active.com/?page=cultural_tourism 

 http://www.bulgarianmonastery.com/ - a good example (I think) of a public-private venture. 

Good resource. Further info and pics here 

 La Belle Epoque; the Sofia end of a great website 

 There’s even a site which identifies Sofia’s monuments…..including homes of classical 

painters… 

 

Modern literature 
 Elisabeth Kostova’s The Historian (2005) is a Gothic novel which takes in both Bulgaria and 

Romania (as well as France, thanks to the Bogomils) 

 Street without a Name – childhood and other misadventures in Bulgaria ; Kapka Kassabova 

(Portobello Books 2009) – several of whose other novels are also available in English 

 Circus Bulgaria; Deyen Enev (Portobello Books 2010) 

 Nine Rabbits; by Virginia Zaharieva (Istros 2012) – a collection of memoirs and poetry 

 the fascinating memoir replete with photos - You Live your Life But Once - A Memoir from 

Bulgaria by Dimi Gachev (2012) 

 East of the West ; by Miroslaw Penkov (Sceptre 2012) 
 

Photography 
Bulgaria’s best photographer Ivo Hadzhimishev recently produced a great monograph "Stoyan 

Sertev (1906-1974) An Epoch in Black and White ". It’s a book of superb black and white 

photographs of the period (including delightful shots of the country’s best loved painters Nikola 

Tanev who was born in Svishtov) 

 

 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Performing-Democracy-Bulgarian-Transition-Ethnomusicology/dp/0226078272/ref=sr_1_25?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1422791942&sr=1-25&keywords=Bulgarian+politics
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Performing-Democracy-Bulgarian-Transition-Ethnomusicology/dp/0226078272/ref=sr_1_25?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1422791942&sr=1-25&keywords=Bulgarian+politics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mUhDC2ZCMdU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDK0-hB8y64
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDK0-hB8y64
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patrick_Leigh_Fermor
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Between-Woods-Water-Constantinople-Holland/dp/0719566967/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1388384835&sr=1-2&keywords=a+time+of+gifts+by+patrick+leigh+fermor
http://www.amazon.co.uk/The-Broken-Road-Gates-Mount/dp/1848547528/ref=pd_bxgy_b_img_z
http://www.baatbg.org/docs/BBGuide_2009.pdf
http://www.baatbg.org/docs/BBGuide_2009.pdf
http://visitsofia.bg/en/
http://issuu.com/cityinfoguide/docs/sofia_city_january_2015
http://www.visitbulgaria.travel/cultural_eco.html
http://www.jmb-active.com/?page=cultural_tourism
http://www.bulgarianmonastery.com/
http://www.kashkaval-tourist.com/7-mystical-bulgarian-monasteries-well-kept-secrets/
http://www.la-belle-epoque.de/sofia/sofiaixe.htm
http://sofiamonuments.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Historian
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Street-without-Name-Childhood-Misadventures/dp/184627124X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1422284704&sr=1-1&keywords=street+without+a+name
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Circus-Bulgaria-Deyan-Enev/dp/1846272408/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1422284873&sr=1-1&keywords=Circus+Bulgaria
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Nine-Rabbits-Virginia-Zaharieva/dp/1908236051/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1422285117&sr=1-1&keywords=nine+rabbits
http://dimi54.blog.bg/lichni-dnevnici/2012/11/13/you-live-your-life-but-once-a-memoir-from-bulgaria-author-di.1019817
http://dimi54.blog.bg/lichni-dnevnici/2012/11/13/you-live-your-life-but-once-a-memoir-from-bulgaria-author-di.1019817
http://www.amazon.co.uk/East-West-Miroslav-Penkov/dp/1444733737/ref=pd_sim_sbs_b_1?ie=UTF8&refRID=10VHTBD1NFBYXZ8FMBJ0
http://nomadron.blogspot.com/2014/03/the-power-of-images.html
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Sources from ROMANIA 
 

Heritage 
A lovely book about the vernacular architecture in one part of Romania entitled Stone - traditional 

houses in northern Oltenia was published recently by Luiza Zamora (design and text) and Serban 

Bonciocat (photo), prepared with the support of the Union of Architects of Romania impeccably 

printed and entitled. It is the second of the series after "Wood - Churches in Northern Oltenia" 

published in 2010, conducted by the same team. 

But the album is a cry of despair and a serious warning to do something as they can to save at least 

part of a heritage which is in danger of complete destruction. 
 

The Eminescu Trust is perhaps the best-known organization trying to help restore the various 

building treasures – from palaces to rural houses – and also developing traditional building skills. 

 

Outsider’s Views 
 Blue River; Black Sea – a journey along the Danube into the heart of the New Europe;  

Andrew Eames (2009)  

 Never Mind the Balkans – here’s Romania by Mike Ormsby (2012) is difficult to categorise - 

amusing sketches of contemporary life in Romania written by an ex-pat 

 The Way of the Crosses; Peter Hurley (2013) who made a snowy pilgrimage from Sapanta on the 

border with Ukraine arriving in mid December in Bucharest, overnighting mostly in village houses on 

the rural tracks he was using. Hurley has been resident in the country for almost 20 years and has 

developed a variety of musical and rural networks from his work - some of whom are tapped for 

hospitality. Most of his overnight stays, however, are made in houses he chances upon late in the 

evenings as he finishes his daily treks and whose impecunious residents clearly take to this eccentric 

visitor.....The book’s descriptions of the landscape make it a charming read and it contains several 

positive stories of (sadly rare) cooperative work in some villages for the production of milk and apple 

juice; of those practising craft skills which are (also sadly) disappearing; and of at least one good 

priest doing (very) good work (interestingly in Cristian near my own village). 

 Nick Hunt’s Walking the Woods and the Water (2014) retraces the steps which Leigh-

Fermour took in 1933. He kept a blog while he was doing it – and has some great entries eg 

here 

 Times New Romanian – voices and narrative from Romania by Nigel Shakespear (2014) which 

tells the tales ofsome 15 ex-pats in Romania… 

 

Websites 
 Historical Houses of Romania is an excellent site maintained by Valentin Mandache – who 

organises walks around the architectural jewels of Bucharest. 

 A Patriot’s Guide to Romania is a blog which gives good detail (and pics) about various 

famous Romanian buildings and sites.  

 Although Romania attracts far fewer foreign residents (particularly Brits) than Bulgaria, it 

has a fair number of ex-pat bloggers - perhaps due to its exoticism.  

 

 

 

http://www.zf.ro/ziarul-de-duminica/case-traditionale-din-nordul-olteniei-de-stelian-turlea-10560228
http://www.zf.ro/ziarul-de-duminica/case-traditionale-din-nordul-olteniei-de-stelian-turlea-10560228
http://www.mihaieminescutrust.org/content/nd_standard.asp?n=228
http://patrickleighfermor.wordpress.com/2010/08/02/blue-river-black-sea-a-journey-along-the-danube-into-the-heart-of-the-new-europe/
http://www.bucharestlife.net/2013/02/18/great-books-about-romania-in-english-never-mind-the-balkans-heres-romania-by-mike-ormsby/#sthash.NEW6RY89.dpbs
http://www.traditia.ro/drumul-crucilor.html
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Walking-Woods-Water-Patrick-footsteps/dp/1857886178
file:///C:/Users/ronald/Downloads/•%09http:/afterthewoodsandthewater.wordpress.com/2012/05/19/the-reality-of-being-here/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Times-New-Romanian-Narrative-Romania/dp/178306451X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1402038036&sr=8-1&keywords=nigel+shakespear
http://historo.wordpress.com/
http://turistintaramea.blogspot.ro/
http://nomadron.blogspot.ro/2012/09/a-guide-to-blogs-about-romania.html
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Music 
Romania is a highly musical country. Maria Tanase and Angela Gheorghiu are the country’s best-

known singers – although Virginia Zeani  is perhaps the better opera singer. Judge yourself - first 

from this clip of the latter and then Angela Gheorghiu. Georg Enescu its most famous composer – 

and the country has boasted many conductors and opera singers – eg Sergiu Celibidache conducting 

one of Enescu’s most famous pieces;  

I am particularly grateful to “Sarah in Romania” for her two blogposts about Romanian music – the 

first on the classical greats. The second of the Sarah in Romania blogs is this very informative one about 

folk music 

 

Wikipedia goes on to explain, "the music of the lăutari is called lăutăreasca  music. There isn't one single musical style of the 

lăutari, the music style varies from region to region, the best known being that from southern Romania. The 

lăutărească  music is complex and elaborated, with dense harmonies and refined ornamentations, and its execution requires 

good technique.  

Lăutărească music should not be confused with Romanian peasant music. The lăutari  drew inspiration from all music with 

which they had contact: the pastoral music of Romania, Byzantine church music and foreign music, most notably Turkish, but 

also Russian and Western European. While the lăutar  drew inspiration from local music, they also influenced Romanian 

peasant music." 

 

What Wiki terms 'peasant' music is also known as 'folk' music and its inflections change depending on the region it is found. 

I am told that "during communist times, there was an inflation of popular/folk music leading it to become kitch, such as the 

music sung by Ion Dolanescu, not too far from the kitch zone of today's "manele".  

We first read of mane(singular) and manele (plural) in Romanian texts dating back to the late In the 60's a type of 

lautareasca manea appeared by adding texts to the geampara, a Turkish lautaresc. 

 

Wine 
A great book (in English) about Romanian wines is Romania; the land of wines  (2008) by Valeriu 

Cotea with illustrations by Florin Andreescu 

The Wine of Romania booklet is very informative about the location and types of Romanian wines – 

and this website good on the individual wines. 

 

History 
There are five names for English speakers wanting to make historical sense of this complex country 

– Lucian Boia, Dennis Deletant, Keith Hitchins, Neagu Djuvara and Tom Gallagher.  

 The first for the sheer courage and fluent coherence of his prolific writings (he is 70) on 

the history of the country – particularly his valiant and so necessary work on 

demystification and demythologising;  

 Deletant for his focus on the communist period;  

 Hitchins for his 2 volume history of the country 

(which I have never been able to find but which 

he has now reduced to a single book);  

 Neagu Djuvara is a Romanian intellectual with a 

striking history (he's 98 years old) and 

produced recently (in both Romanian and 

English) a Brief Illustrated History of 

Romanians which immediately goes into my 

short list of “beautiful books”. To qualify for 

this honour, a book has to fit standards none 

too easy to specify – such as paper type 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-dg7KyzGTM04/UyahAM9kKiI/AAAAAAAAFJ8/tzSRnCYhdlA/s1600/m_P3090306.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cZepFkhooIE
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angela_Gheorghiu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia_Zeani
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qmgdw73ZV3k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LSF37oBlJn0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m8Y5x1N_aIg
http://sarahinromania.canalblog.com/archives/2012/07/22/24757406.html
http://sarahinromania.canalblog.com/archives/2011/10/15/22349461.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vv4TRP3nBYs
http://www.romanianmonasteries.org/romania/travel-guides-albums-romania/album-romania-land-of-wine
http://www.wineromania.com/files/docs/romania_EN.pdf
http://www.wine-pages.com/features/romanian-wine.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neagu_Djuvara
http://business-review.eu/featured/romanian-culture-101-neagu-djuvaras-a-brief-illustrated-history-of-romanians/
http://business-review.eu/featured/romanian-culture-101-neagu-djuvaras-a-brief-illustrated-history-of-romanians/
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(thickish and rough), format, balance of text and illustrations, typeface, graphics and 

textual content. 

 Gallagher for the uncompromising critique of the corruption of the post-communist political 

class – in “Theft of a Nation” (2005); and “The EU and Romania; how the weak vanquished 

the Strong” (2012) – a good review of which you will find in the Annex. 

 

Boia is a delight to read – and two of his key books can be read in full and in English online - 

 Romania; borderland of Europe (2001) – reviewed here 

 History and myth in Romanian Consciousness (published in Romanian in 2001) 

 

Another recent book of his “Why is Romania different” is not yet available in English but the 

Bucharest Life blog reviewed it last year – the discussion thread had more than 100 participants 

and gives a real insight into the emotions surrounding Romania’s history. Here’s a Hungarian take on 

him. 

Important insights into the period are given in - 

 Ceaucescu and the Securitate; coercion and dissent in Romania 1965-89 by Dennis Deletant 

(1996) who is a Brit who has given us most glimpses (as English speakers) of life in  that 

period  

 The Eighties in Bucharest is a powerful record of life in that decade published by Martor 

(Anthropological Review of the Museum of the Romanian Peasant) - Number 7 (2002). The 

link seems to give the entire text - structured alphabetically eg starting with "abortion". 

The Review (and the Museum) is to be congratulated for its website which allows access to 

the entire run of this worthwhile journal! 

 Censorship in Romania ed by Lidia Vianu (1998) has a lot of powerful interviews with writers 

about their experiences – with excerpts of their work  

 It was only in 2006 that the various archives were made (more or less) fully accessible to 

allow the researchers of the Presidential Commission for the Study of Communist 

Dictatorship in Romania to do their work. 

 Another recent book which deals with a key but strangely neglected subject is Heroes and 

Victims – remembering war in 20th century Romania by Maria Bucur (2010) 

 

25 years on from the end of the Ceaucescu regime, for example, there are still almost 100 serving 

Romanian MPs who held senior positions in that regime  

 Coming to terms with the communist past in Romania is a 2011 article which analyses the 

highly politicised way the Commission report was treated by politicians and the media. 

 Romanian communism between commemoration, nostalgia and scientific debate (2011) widens 

the analysis. 

 Transitional Justice in post-communist Romania (2012) is a recent book which assesses how 

such issues as property restitution and the rewriting of history books have been handled. 

 

In 2005 Tom Gallagher gave us in Theft of a nation – Romania since Communism and followed it up in 

2010 with an equally trenchant expose Romania and the European Union: How the Weak Vanquished 

the Strong 

 

http://www.scribd.com/doc/97916130/Lucian-Boia-Romania
http://www.bucharestlife.net/2010/01/26/great-books-in-english-about-romania-no-1-romania-by-lucian-boia/#sthash.hLyecISv.dpbs
http://books.openedition.org/ceup/912?lang=en
http://www.bucharestlife.net/2013/03/20/the-belgium-of-the-east/#sthash.sq0eWNIu.dpbs
http://www.hungarianreview.com/article/lucian_boias_traps_of_history_romanian_intellectual_elites_between_1930_and_1950
http://thevieweast.wordpress.com/2011/07/21/inside-ceausescus-romania-an-unquestionably-efficient-police-state/
http://martor.memoria.ro/?location=archive&action=details&id=7
http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=9eDddelzL0oC&pg=PA236&lpg=PA236&dq=writings+about+Romania&source=bl&ots=5FZqSjnrgs&sig=yEbBFeu51XWO_ifIi--t_Rmywsw&hl=en&sa=X&ei=Df_AUpfTK-GlyAPDi4CoDQ&ved=0CEgQ6AEwBDgK#v=onepage&q=writings%20about%20Romania&f=false
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presidential_Commission_for_the_Study_of_the_Communist_Dictatorship_in_Romania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presidential_Commission_for_the_Study_of_the_Communist_Dictatorship_in_Romania
http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=Wye631xe-dQC&pg=PA302&lpg=PA302&dq=marian+tutui+istoria+filmului+romanesc&source=bl&ots=yNufBkyfqS&sig=U0qTZmzHuLcA7QnWsE2yl_ZBchQ&hl=en&sa=X&ei=oTjJUq7BNKH_ywOH_4GoCA&ved=0CEMQ6AEwAg#v=onepage&q=marian%20tutui%20istoria%20filmului%20romanesc&f=false
http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=Wye631xe-dQC&pg=PA302&lpg=PA302&dq=marian+tutui+istoria+filmului+romanesc&source=bl&ots=yNufBkyfqS&sig=U0qTZmzHuLcA7QnWsE2yl_ZBchQ&hl=en&sa=X&ei=oTjJUq7BNKH_ywOH_4GoCA&ved=0CEMQ6AEwAg#v=onepage&q=marian%20tutui%20istoria%20filmului%20romanesc&f=false
http://www.tlu.ee/stss/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Artikkel-nr_2_Hogea.pdf
http://www.gce.unisg.ch/~/media/Internet/Content/Dateien/InstituteUndCenters/GCE/Euxeinos%20Folder/Euxeinos%203_2012.ashx?fl=en
http://www.amazon.com/Transitional-Justice-Post-Communist-Romania-Politics/dp/1107020530
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Theft-Nation-Romania-Since-Communism/dp/1850657165/ref=pd_sim_sbs_b_2
http://www.bucharestlife.net/2010/08/27/romania-the-european-union-how-the-weak-vanquised-the-strong-by-tom-gallagher/#sthash.gV3VvQHj.dpuf
http://www.bucharestlife.net/2010/08/27/romania-the-european-union-how-the-weak-vanquised-the-strong-by-tom-gallagher/#sthash.gV3VvQHj.dpuf
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Interviews with ex-Presidents Iliescu (1990-1996; 2000-2004) and Constantinescu (1996-2000) can 

be read in the Annexes of an otherwise rather turgid academic thesis - “Inside the mechanisms of 

Romanian modernization” by Florin Grancea 2006 

 

Modern Literature 
Perhaps the best-known current writers are - 

 Mircea Carterescu a prolific writer with a focus on the mundane and fantastic - see 

Nostalgia (2005 in English – 1993 Romanian) and Blinding 

 Nobel prize- winner (but oh so depressive!) Hertha Mueller 

 Norman Manea's "Compulsory Happiness" (published in 2012 – but written in the 1980s) 

 

A flavor of local writing – both Romanian and foreign – can be got from an excellent little book 

Bucharest Tales (2011) - one of the annual “New Europe Writer” series. It contains both poems and 

prose - all of which can be viewed at the hyperlink in the title with the additional bonus of 

photographs adorning every page!  

 

And two good (downloadable) anthologies which give a great sense, first of the work of poets born 

since 1937 and, second of novellists who have published in recent years, are - 

 It Might Take Me Years (2013) 

 11 contemporary Romanian novelists 
 

A fascinating book (in English) which gives a sense of how both Romanian and English novels over the 

past 25 years have dealt with the question of identity.  Corridors of Mirrors: The Spirit of Europe 

in Contemporary British and Romanian Fiction by Pia Brinziu (2000) summarises the various English 

and Romanian novels of the period which deal with that theme in a manner which gives a quite unique 

“double take” ….. 

 

architecture 

For reasons I don’t yet pretend to understand, Bulgarians seem to value their traditional village 

houses much more than Romania – despite (or perhaps because) the socio-economic dereliction 

which has overtaken so many Bulgarian settlements. After its “liberation” in 1989 Romania went for 

the American dream – with all the “creative destruction” and modernist eyesores that involves. I 

was, therefore, delighted to purchase recently a book which showcases some old restored houses in 

Romania  

 
 
 

Romanian Structural Funding Project Sources??? 

 

 
 

 

  

http://www.amazon.com/Inside-Mechanisms-Romanian-Modernization-Transformation/dp/1419639692
http://www.amazon.com/Inside-Mechanisms-Romanian-Modernization-Transformation/dp/1419639692
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nostalgia_(novel)
http://www.bookforum.com/interview/12506
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=a9_sc_1?rh=i%3Astripbooks%2Ck%3Aherta+muller&keywords=herta+muller&ie=UTF8&qid=1388340006
http://www.romania-insider.com/famous-romanians-norman-manea-the-most-translated-romanian-author/31779/
http://editura.mttlc.ro/carti/Bucharest%20Tales.%20CLP%202014.pdf
http://editura.mttlc.ro/Vianu-Romanian-PEN-Club-Anthology.html
http://scrisulacontrol.files.wordpress.com/2008/02/11romanianbooks.pdf
http://books.google.ro/books?id=NBMU7HonvrwC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.ro/books?id=NBMU7HonvrwC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://www.construction21.eu/romania/articles/ro/case-vechi-design-i-ceva-in-plus.html
http://www.construction21.eu/romania/articles/ro/case-vechi-design-i-ceva-in-plus.html
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ANNEX 2 

A sample of galleries in Bulgarian Danube area 

 

Dobrich Art Gallery 

9300 Dobrich, 14 Bulgaria, Bulgaria St 

tel.: +359 58 28 215              +359 58 28 215      , 29 091 

Exposition: paintings, prints, sculpture 

Highlights: works by Vladimir Dimitrov- the Master, Bencho Obreshkov, Alexander Petrov, Ivan Markvichka, 

Zlatyu Boyadzhiev, Dechko Ouzounov, Naiden Petkov and others, a collection of foreign prints. 

Open: 9 - 12 a.m., 1 - 5 p.m. 

Closed: summer: Sundays and Mondays; winter: Saturdays and Sundays 

 
The Director very graciously gave us a personal tour of her domain. It started with a group of schoolkids who 

were receiving some interactive training in the process of paper-making – the gallery, uniquely, has a collection 

of paperworks produced by the participants of a recent international event held here.  

Separate sections are devoted to the gallery’s collection of sculptures and prints – and to local artists as well 

as old masters such as a rare work of Ivan Mrkvichka (1856-1938), one of two Czechs (the other is Jaroslav 

Vesin) who are credited with setting Bulgarian painting on its modern path. 

The breadth of the collection is one of the widest I have seen (with a nice mix of older and contemporary). 

The exhibition space is so extensive that the tour took more than an hour.  

I was very taken with some contemporary work by Plaven Valchev (born 1951).  

 

I have been nicely received in all the municipal galleries I have visited in the Bulgaria regions – but this is the 

only one where I was able to have a proper conversation about the problems of running galleries here at this 

time. Over a cup of tea, Evelina (like all the Directors I’ve met here) an artist herself explained that it is the 

Ministry of Culture who set a formula which dictates the number of staff to which regional galleries are 

entitled. So much for local government autonomy!! And, in Dobrich’s case, with such a huge palace, the staff of 

12 (including 2 cleaners and 3 attendants) is simply insufficient. There is no surveillance system - so security is 

labour-intensive.  

 

As was evident from the number of brochures, the Director is highly proactive in seeking out opportunities for 

marketing and funding (A Swiss Foundation was mentioned) and the Gallery’s CD lists the various international 

exhibitions (eg China and Slovakia) which have been mounted with the support of Embassies here. But it is an 

uphill struggle – a good venture of bussing tourists from the beaches nearby during the summer fizzled out.  

It is not easy to produce a winning formula for such a problem. But one thing is clear for me – it requires local 

solutions and this means removing the dead hand of central control – and encouraging networking between 

galleries (national and international), hotels, businesses (eg the new owners of the rich agricultural land and 

the golf courses!!) and educational establishments.  

Don't get me wrong - national financial support needs to be maintained (otherwise the galleries could be at 

more risk)) but on the basis of more imagination...... 

 

 

  



29 
 

Russe Art Gallery 
Somewhere in the centre! 

 
The gallery is in a scandalous state for such a large city – with no heating and the paintings in one of the three 

rooms lying propped on the floor with no means of identification. Some superb works from Vladimir Dmitrov-

Maistera, Atanas Mihov, Benchko Obreshkov and Nenko Balkanski – all, however, at risk from the disgraceful 

conditions. What was even more galling was that an expensive book was on offer – at 25 euros – celebrating 75 

years of the gallery. It must have cost 5,000 euros to produce – money which would have been much better 

spent to keep the paintings in a safer condition.  

I can understand the galleries of smaller municipalities being in poor conditions – but there is asolutely no 

excuse for this neglect for a city such as Russe. Places like Razgrad and Kazanlak – with one fifth of the 

population – clearly do so much better! Pity the poor young warden who sat wrapped up and freezing in his 

cubicle as I happily snapped the choicer exhibits.  He smiled sadly when I asked if there was a feedback book 

available for me to make my comments! At the very least, the city authorities should relocate the paintings to 

a smaller place which is easier to heat! And it doesn’t take much money to produce a CD of the gallery 

collection. 

 

 

Silistra Art Gallery 
Svoboda Sq 

tel.: +359 86 26 838              +359 86 26 838      , 22 395 

Exposition: paintings, prints, sculptures 

Highlights: works by Zlatyu Boyadzhiev, Danail Dechev, Stoyan Venev, Tsanko Lavrenov, Vasil Stoilov, Bencho 

Obreshkov, Nenko Balkanski. 

Open: 8 - 12 a.m., 2- 6 p.m. 

Closed: Saturdays and Sundays 

 

- still to visit 

 

 

Vidin Gallery 
Seemed to be closed? 

 

Berkovitsa in Vidin Region 

 

 

Svishtov?? 
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Annex 3 Some glimpses of the Danube 
Some recent posts from my blog www.nomadron.blogpost.com 

 

 

 

Monday, October 28, 2013 

Off the Bulgarian beaten track 
There are two parts of picturesque Bulgaria 

which are off the beaten track – the south-

east borderland (with Greece and Turkey) 

and the entire stretch of the Danube in the 

north. A   small but fascinating book on the 

Danube Riverside which I picked up in a Sofia 

store had a substantial section on the 

town of Svishtov  (birthplace of artists 

Nikolae Tanev, Alexander Bozhinov and 

Nikolae Parvevitch)  persuaded me to take a detour for it – despite the bank of fog which was 

darkening the otherwise cloudless skies over northern Bulgaria.  

It was a worthwhile journey – through small desolated settlements and rolling hills until I reached a 

town which has seen much better days. In its heyday it was a bustling city which history (and 

shifting transport patterns) have left isolated.  

Having viewed a few of the old houses, I took the road for Russe and, a few kilometres out of 

Svishtov, hit an amazing sight – what appeared to be a building site was in fact the reconstruction 

of the old Roman camp of Novae and I was lucky enough to meet up with the Polish archaeologist 

who had been working the site for 35 years!  

 

There is a nice little guide here about visiting the site which gives an excellent sense of the whole 

area. And I learned that this was the very site from which the Russians launched the campaign in 

July 1877 which brought Bulgaria independence from the Ottoamn Empire - I had earlier passed 

through one of the villages which houses a grand house which was the Russian HQ. Several hundred 

Russian soldiers lost their life here........ 

The subsequent drive to Russe was very beautiful - with the autumn leaves in their most glorious 

foliage. 

 

  

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/--FnemxoMqw0/Um4VQr8czUI/AAAAAAAAE9I/826Yrmo2jGg/s1600/Svishtov_panoramic_1824.jpg
http://www.nomadron.blogpost.com/
http://nomadron.blogspot.com/2013/10/there-are-two-parts-of-picturesque.html
http://canabaenovae.wordpress.com/the-camp/visiting-novae/
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November 2013 

Danube Divides 
The Danube may be a busy river but it has also acted as a barrier between Bulgaria and Romania 

who have had, over the years, a rather strained relationship – not helped by the open conflict during 

the two Balkan Wars a hundred years ago and the absorption by Romania in 1918 for 22 years of a 

significant section of Bulgarian territory on the southern banks of the Danube (the Dobrogea area 

of the North-East). 

Although I have visited the city of Dobrich in the heart of that area - and Balcik on the Black Sea 

which was a famous art colony then for the Bucharest glitterati, I have not yet managed the various 

settlements which scatter along the eastern Danube banks particularly Silistra (this is one of the 

paintings in my collection of that city – by one Hristo Danev from 1910) 

 

I was therefore delighted to come across just now a post from a Romanian blogger I admire 

about Tutrakan and the museum and monument there which mark the battles; the role played by 

such outsiders as the Germans; and the eventual liberation of the area in 1940. What I particularly  

appreciated about the post (apart from the photographs and history) was the recognition of the 

dubious nature of the encroachment in the first 

place – the author admitting that the visit made 

him appreciate that this was a bit of Romanian 

imperialism 

Although a lot of Romanians make the journey 

by road to Varna in the summer, there is, it 

seems to me, still little love lost between the 

nations. I do occasionally worry about my 

Romanian number plates here!! 

http://turistintaramea.blogspot.ro/2014/01/trecerea-dunarii-cu-bacul-de-la-ostrov.html 

 

I was looking these days at some text about the characteristics of Bulgarians and those who are 

their neighbours. I was told (in Richard Lewis’ When Cultures Collide) that - 

 
Bulgarians differ considerably from other Slavs in their values and communication style, probably because 

of their origins. In general they are cooler and more pragmatic than many Slavs, particularly when 

compared with Serbs. Quiet and soberness are valued; you will see little of the hotheaded discussion or 

noisy public disputes that are only too common in Belgrade.  

They do, however, share with other Slavs a widespread feeling of pessimism about national helplessness. 

In general, Bulgarian values tend to be rural, with homespun virtues, as one might expect from people 

living in a predominantly agricultural society. Basic values are disciplined/sober; pragmatic/cautious; 

persistent/stubborn; good organizers; industrious/determined; steady/suspicious but tolerant of 

foreigners; inventive; highly literate/thorough 

 

Before giving full expression to their feelings or opinions, Bulgarians engage in a series of preliminary 

encounters, during which they sound out and size up (albeit in a friendly manner) their conversation 

partners. During this period they are decidedly less flowery or rhetorical in their speech than the 

Yugoslavs, Romanians or Hungarians. At this stage, it is very difficult to extract opinions oreventual 

attitudes from them. When this exploratory period has passed, Bulgarians open up to display a modicum of 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-sJjNaMHQcQQ/UpmmQnlooHI/AAAAAAAAE_M/-djNQHYuXbs/s1600/m_Danov,+Hristo+Silistra+1910.jpg
http://nomadron.blogspot.com/2013/11/danube-divides.html
http://turistintaramea.blogspot.com/2013/11/muzeul-de-istorie-de-la-turtucaia.html
http://turistintaramea.blogspot.ro/2014/01/trecerea-dunarii-cu-bacul-de-la-ostrov.html
http://wh.agh.edu.pl/other/materialy/672_2014_05_05_12_05_16_When-Cultures-Collide-libre.pdf
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quiet charm and make their requests in a circuitous manner, avoiding confrontation whenever they 

can. They enjoy conversation—an art for them—but are less prone to exaggeration than South Slavs or 

other Mediterranean people. 

 

The painting was done in 1910 – and is of Silistra 

 
 

Wednesday, December 16, 2015 

Border-crossing at the Danube 
 

Two tasks have occupied me these past few 

days. One of my daughters had come across 

some letters between her mother’s parents 

and it had led her to wonder about aspects of 

my own parents and family. I duly pulled out 

the pages I had written about some of this way 

back in 1995 and set to work…….over the 

weekend I had about 30 pages… 

At the same time, my thoughts had been 

running with an idea for a project in the lower 

reaches of the River Danube - which I have 

been crossing every few months these past 8 

years…at Russe in the east 

 

Later this week I am scheduled to cross it for the first time in Bulgaria's north-west corner - 

thanks to the new EC-funded bridge at Vidin - also near the border with Serbia….And to stay 

overnight at the refurbished mansion – Port Cetate – now a cultural centre owned by one of 

Romania’s best known personalities, poet Mircea Dinescu whose satirical sketches I remember 

watching on Romanian television in the 1990s… 

I had sent the centre the latest draft of my new book Bulgarian Realists – updated edition– as well 

as the E-book Mapping Romania - notes on an unfinished journey - and wondered whether they might 

not be one of the partners for a future bid for (cross-border) EC Structural Funds with a focus on 

art, culture and wine… 

Alternating between Bulgaria and Romania has made me think a lot about cultural differences.  

Despite sharing the Danube as a border, the citizens of the two countries have (apart from the 

summer trips to the Bulgarian part of the Black Sea) little contact and know very little about each 

other.  

It probably hasn’t helped that the Dobrogea area at the Black Sea has changed hands several times 

in the past few centuries – nor that the Bulgarian alphabet is Cyrillic and the Romanians so proudly 

Latin   

Indeed it would not be exaggerating to suggest that relations are characterised by a “state of 

studied indifference”. This is confirmed by the common perception that the two nations turn their 

back on one another at the Danube …. 

 

On Sunday I invited an old friend who is one of its most experienced consultants in cross-border 

work to my flat here in Sofia, replete with art and library, in order to brainstorm about a possible 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-QwH1h2ITKTU/VnEAkXmv9WI/AAAAAAAAFx8/JAN7y1DOpb4/s1600/m_IMG_3183.jpg
http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2013/10/there-are-two-parts-of-picturesque.html
http://portcetate.ro/?lang=en
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mircea_Dinescu
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_724fce1cb1c240ccb6d14414b157df5f.pdf
http://www.mappingthecommonground.com/#!mapping-romania/c1fdz
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project. With a wine from the Rila Monastery - in his case a Mavrud; in mine a Chardonnay. 

 

I’m glad to say that he too he was enthusiastic….Of course there have been previous projects such 

as TourNet – Promotion of cross-border networking for development of a common Bulgarian-

Romanian tourist product (EC 2012 - see linked Photo library of the Danube Region); Impact 

Analysis of People-to-People project in Danube area (2013) an interesting pot-pourri of projects 

(covering, amonst other topics, dental treatment, chess, singing); and Rafting holidays 

These are just some of the projects using EU and other funding to develop cultural trails in this 

part of the Danube but they seem to have had limited timescales or ambition. Supply-driven 

approaches always fail – as do good ideas which don’t take root for not trying to generate local 

understanding and commitment. 

 

Cultural Routes in the Middle and Lower Danube Region - the Roman Emperors Route and the 

Danube Wine Route, for example, is a German/Serbian project for the development and marketing 

of transnational and cross-border routes in Bulgaria, Romania, Serbia and Croatia, launched in 2012 

by the Danube Competence Center (DCC) and supported by the German consultancy GTZ. 

The project runs another year and has issued a brochure and handbook - Managing visitor on 

thematic cultural routes 

 

I have a deep interest in and knowledge of Bulgarian and Romanian painting (and wine) – as well as 20 

years’ experience as a consultant in capacity building – and am trying to work out how I can give 

something to what I see as nothing less than a spirit of reconciliation which is needed between the 

two countries. A lot of consultancy companies have jumped into the vacuum but what is needed is 

something much deeper 

The trick will be to find a powerful over-reaching theme….  

 

 

Sunday, December 20, 2015 

Artists' Haven on the Danube 
I spurned the easy option of a fast exit from Sofia via the Balkan Highway which has me at the top 

of the mountain range within half an hour of 

leaving the flat and chose the direct route due 

north, over what I remembered as a hill. But 

memory was deficient and it proved to be a 

tortuous mountain route - but the sight of ice-

tipped branches and remote villages more than 

compensated 

There was a smattering of snow on the ground 

at the final metres…as I headed for Montana, 

realising that my road may have been 40-50 

kms shorter than the main highway from Sofia 

but is about an hour longer! Berkovitsa offered 

a gallery which was closed for lunch but I did 

see some marvellous wood carving artefacts 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-wB5mH6UexFg/Vnga4I87zcI/AAAAAAAAFyY/gp1iex6RWGM/s1600/IMG_3849.JPG
http://www.danubetournet.eu/gallery.php
http://ro-bg.ro/uploads/docs/studii_impact_2013/en/Analysis%20reports/Analysis%20report%20Axis%203%20Statement%203.3.pdf
http://ro-bg.ro/uploads/docs/studii_impact_2013/en/Analysis%20reports/Analysis%20report%20Axis%203%20Statement%203.3.pdf
http://danube-raft.eu/category/post-format-gallery/
http://www.fpdd.bg/en/page/cult_routes
http://www.fpdd.bg/en/page/cult_routes
http://www.fpdd.bg/userfiles/files/DCC%20RER%26DWR%20Brochure%20Oct2013%20Final%20web%20Dec2013.pdf
http://www.fpdd.bg/userfiles/files/Handbook%20Thematic%20Cultural%20Routes%20adopted%20for%20Danube%20project.pdf
http://www.fpdd.bg/userfiles/files/Handbook%20Thematic%20Cultural%20Routes%20adopted%20for%20Danube%20project.pdf
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(eg the pulpit) in its 11th century (?) church….Memorials to the 1923 communist uprising are still to 

be seen in this isolated area which I had visited in 2012 on my way to workshops for municipal 

officials in Vratsa and Belogradchik (site of two great wines)…. 

 

The new bridge over the Danube at Vidin is 

only the second such link between the 2 

countries (the first was built in 1956) and the 

container traffic already making a nuisance of 

itself. Noone, it seems, thought to anticipate 

its effects – although a pathetically small 

stretch of bypass is being built around 

Montana….       

 

I had forgotten how fascinating the 

Belogradchik crags and Serbian (?) mountain 

ranges are in the far distance and had to be 

careful both photographing on the straight 

stretches and negotiating the tight bends – a 

lorry had already come to grief and was causing a tailback…..There are no signs for the bridge as 

you reach Vidin – only for Belgrade and “Calafat” (a village on the Romanian side) but just follow the 

container traffic and you are soon on the new approach (clearly not much used by local traffic) and 

then on the white snake that is the long bridge….. 

 

The Russe-Giurgiu entry to Romania is the one 

I know from the countless Danube crossings I 

have made these past eight years – and a soul-

destroying entry it is with its garbage and 

dogs….Exiting from the Vidin bridge, by 

contrast, is a delight – with the villages being 

tidy and compact and a charming self-build 

idiosyncratic house style from of 1930s and 

before. Nowadays the only traffic are the 

barges which play up and down – and the odd 

cruise ship (eg this one which starts at 

Bucharest and ends at Budapest with some 

fascinating destinations organised en route) 

Port Cetate (Port Fort) was a customs point in earlier centuries when River traffic helped connect 

towns such as Russe, Svishtov and Vidin to their Romanian and other neighbours further upstream   

The photograph shows the core of the complex as it has been restored in the last decade as a 

Writer’s House by poet and TV star Mircea Dinescu. 

A warm welcome was much appreciated after what had been a 6 hour drive (but less than 250 kms) 

from Sofia – all the warmer with a glass of the estate-made rakiya (which it’s actually called in 

Oltanea). A gloriously clear liquid, it was one of the best rakias I’ve ever tasted – and I am now a bit 

of an expert!! 

 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-Ve8sIYAEOfA/VngcnB7j5wI/AAAAAAAAFys/Wi2pxK2ZNuo/s1600/IMG_3850.JPG
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-ncrvKS1O2ZU/VngbMLqHBgI/AAAAAAAAFyc/qEn13eNsOeM/s1600/IMG_3827.JPG
http://www.cruiseexpress.com.au/Uniworld-Eastern-Europe-Explorer-ITIN
http://www.cruiseexpress.com.au/Uniworld-Eastern-Europe-Explorer-ITIN
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mircea_Dinescu
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That was the start to a glorious bean soup produced by the kitchen staff (who seem well-used to 

people dropping in at odd hours) great home-produced bread, sausages and pickles…all with one of 

the white estate wines (a Pinot Gris) and good 

conversation. The sun was setting as we ate and 

talked and was nicely captured on film. 

 

An hour or so in my room gave me the time to 

think more about what seem to be 2 projects – 

a modest “micro” one running with the first idea 

of bringing some of my Bulgarian artist friends 

together with some Romanian painters; the 

second the more ambitious one I hinted at in 

the previous post….  

 

A second bottle of estate wine graced our next 

conversation in which we were joined amazingly 

by Mircea Dinescu himself who emerged out of the darkness and plumped down beside me. After 

some initial reserve, he was soon in great form (thanks to Sergiu’s skilful translation) but perhaps 

helped by realising how well I knew some of the figures of Romania’s recent past such as Josef 

Sava andMarin Sorescu…. 

 

The next morning I had the time to look at the material I had collected on Bulgarian strategies and 

projects in this part of the world; summarise them and distribute it to various friends for comment. 

Apparently the deadline for the next wave of bids for this Interreg programme is March which 

gives time for the collection of the necessary support from beneficiaries…..I duly left Port Cetate 

at midday heading through Craiova for Bucharest – a journey of more than four hours……  

 

 

 

 

  

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-OzqWY829MAo/VpiyMDhAH9I/AAAAAAAAF0E/f_HYbh7VYK8/s1600/m_IMG_3882.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mircea_Dinescu
https://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iosif_Sava
https://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iosif_Sava
http://allpoetry.com/Marin-Sorescu
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Thursday, April 28, 2016 

Another Danube Trip 
 

Another trip north 2 weeks back – first to 

Port Cetate via Belogradchik and one of its 

vineyards and the Vidin bridge across the 

Danube. A huge shell of a synagogue at 

Vidin is left unexplained in the guidebook….  

A nice website about Bulgarian public 

transport gives this experience of the 

Sofia-Vidin trip  

A writer in residence at Port Cetate 

turned out to be a Schwabian from an old 

Danube family who is now producing wines in 

Hungary and writing a book on the 

different values represented by the 

Danube and Rhine rivers and the cultures around them….Claude Magris's Danube - a sentimental 

journey from the source to the Black Sea gave us an amazing take on that river (in 1989) but Ronnie 

Lessem's Global Management Principles (also 1989) not only identifies four very different clusters 

of values (north, south, east and west) but ascribes, to organisations and individuals alike, different 

life phases. There’s a nice summary here.    

 

A couple of decades ago, I used some fallow time I had to “bone up on” contemporary management 

writing (see chapter 6 of In Transit – notes on good governance) and have a continuing interest in 

the history of management thought (if that’s not a contradiction in terms!!). Lessem’s vignettes of 

the various figures in the management canon bring people and ideas alive in an exceptional manner. 

Lessem, I am delighted to see, is still going strong and has moved from management into the wider 

field of economics – there’s a sadly rare video here of one 

of his presentations 

He is one of these admirable people who challenge the 

narrowness of the intellectual boundaries which so 

constrain our thinking……   

 

After a couple of nights at Port Cetate, it was on to Craiova 

and a first visit to its superbly restored Art Gallery. Apart 

from great displays of the great work of Amman and 

Grigorescu, the visit was made worthwhile by a roomful of 

Brancusi sculptures and paintings by an artist so far 

unknown to me and who therefore doesn’t figure in 

my Introducing the Romanian Realists of the 19th and early 

20th Centuries – Eustatie Stoinescu about whom little is 

known although I did find this little nugget.  

This is a wonderfully coy painting of his…. 

 

 

 

https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-HpBqLsS0kmY/VyGy3kOTfuI/AAAAAAAAF2Y/DIaT4jLO4kEHe3Ml8a7rt3ncHyiYMxgXQCLcB/s1600/m_IMG_4251.jpg
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-scCQrW0lgTE/VyGynicT_KI/AAAAAAAAF2U/DaxNabC6cnwZ6mUvRtFoDl5JzPF6A6NVwCLcB/s1600/m_IMG_4324.jpg
https://sofiapublictransport.wordpress.com/2012/08/13/a-weekend-in-the-northwest-bulgarian-state-railways-no-7622-sofia-to-vidin/
https://sofiapublictransport.wordpress.com/2012/08/13/a-weekend-in-the-northwest-bulgarian-state-railways-no-7622-sofia-to-vidin/
http://www.ruthfullyyours.com/2015/02/21/robert-kaplan-a-review-of-claudio-magris-danube-a-sentimental-journey-from-the-source-to-the-black-sea/
http://www.ruthfullyyours.com/2015/02/21/robert-kaplan-a-review-of-claudio-magris-danube-a-sentimental-journey-from-the-source-to-the-black-sea/
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=JG2FAgAAQBAJ&pg=PR3&lpg=PR3&dq=ronnie+lessem,+global+management&source=bl&ots=d0Dw7PZ-EC&sig=14PNlcSAsh3aifGMMGyBqHaz0xo&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjPo9Pu8qHMAhVHVhoKHWLvDXgQ6AEISTAI#v=onepage&q=ronnie%20lessem%2C%20global%20management&f=false
https://worldbusiness.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/tr122206.pdf
http://www.mappingthecommonground.com/#!in-transit/c148z
http://integralleadershipreview.com/6734-book-review-a-new-economics-of-cultural-cross-fertilization/
http://integralleadershipreview.com/6734-book-review-a-new-economics-of-cultural-cross-fertilization/
http://videolectures.net/integralnaslovenija2013_lessem_economy/
http://videolectures.net/integralnaslovenija2013_lessem_economy/
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_0224eddd80d84b8881d3767855f3109c.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_0224eddd80d84b8881d3767855f3109c.pdf
http://surprising-romania.blogspot.ro/2009/12/eustatiu-stoenescu.html
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Wednesday, June 8, 2016 

Wood, Wine and....Canetti 
Sofia detained us for a week and we decided 

to have a leisurely return (to Bucharest) taking 

the middle of the three routes which sprout 

east from Sofia – the quietest and probably 

most scenic which skirts the edge of the Stara 

Planina (otherwise known as Blue Mountains). 

 

I had forgotten that this is the road which 

offers access to the beautiful 19th century 

village ofKoprovitsa (which played such an 

important role in the 1870s uprising against 

the Turks) and had no hesitation in veering 

right to see it again…..my third visit in the past 

few years….(the first had been in winter; the 

second in autumn 2013) .The wood carvings on the doors and ceilings remind me of what an art form 

wood can be......RIP Bogdan......and I realise, rather belatedly, that the superbly carved pulpit is an 

unusual feature of these older Bulgarian 

churches – features which are not normally seen 

in Orthodox churches. The friendly priest who 

waved us (inc the cat) into the church stressed 

the ecumenical nature of the congregation in 

those days….…. 

Dare I wonder that the sermons possibly played 

a role in the 19th century liberation?????? 

 

Karlovo and Kazanluk were on the schedule – the 

first to check whether any traces were left of 

the peaceful courtyards of the 1930s which 

Nicola Tanev painted so evocatively; Kazanluk, 

the heart of the rose valley, for possibly another 

visit to the municipal gallery which keeps the heart of the Bulgarian painting beating. More than 100 

well-known artists grew up in this small town…… 

 

We spotted only a couple of remnants of former architectural splendours in Karlovo - and a sign for 

the Chateau Copsa winery soon had me distracted from thoughts of art galleries….. 

Standing alone in the vineyards stretching to the horizon with the Blue Mountains towering above, 

the Chateau is a tastefully-created and designed modern building which offers not only wine-tasting 

and meals but accommodation and sauna….Two superb whites and two great roses were soon 

trickling down our throats – tempered with chunks of cheeses, walnuts and dried plums…..all for 6 

euros apiece……one of the most delightful lunches we’ve had in some time……… 

 

https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-FTpWdVAq84Y/V1ggTcu3iMI/AAAAAAAAF5U/p2xiH_psP64f1e5lwyJnDv3Qq7lkaGv3QCLcB/s1600/m_IMG_5107.jpg
https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-niRfEeKNiKw/V1gfPff9nrI/AAAAAAAAF44/SixV5NbVCYsgFuXjK0bfgR8cRImuCIK_wCLcB/s1600/m_IMG_5136.jpg
http://nomadron.blogspot.ro/2013/10/through-tourist-eyes-and-taste-buds.html


38 
 

And there was still a couple of hundred kilometres to go before we reached our evening destination 

– Russe – over the mountains to Veliko Tarnovo and then the final 100 kms….most of it by now 

thoroughly familiar. 

 

We pulled in just after 18.00 to the fascinating Luliaka Hotel plum on the Danube but just within 

Russe’s boundaries.  

 

It’s rare for a hotel to attract my loyalty but I so loved the 

layout, atmosphere and quiet beauty of the site that I quickly 

booked a second night…… Their meals and house rose (from 

their own winery) were an added attraction which will draw me 

whenever I feel I need a restover on my way back from 

Sofia….. 

 

And Russe has so many attractions – particularly, for us, the 

early 20th century buildings….I had been looking for the 

Canetti family house – which the Nobel prizewinner describes 

in the first part of his memoirs and came across it completely 

by accident…..pausing to photo parts of the facade and only 

realising when I was inside that what seemed to be an arts 

complex was in fact the Canetti Foundation… hosting these 

days something called a “Process-Space Art Festival” (this is 

the statue the municipality recently erected to him at the 

entrance to his street) 

 

Canetti actually lived in Russe for only a few years before his family migrated to Austria and he 

subsequently spent most of his life in London and Zurich. 

His “Crowds and Power” was one of many books written by central Europeans which made an impact 

on me at University and I recently enjoyed his “kiss and tell” Party in the Blitzwhich complements 

his more famous trilogy of memoirs. Clive James 

does a demolition job on the man here. 

 

A more sympathetic treatment of someone who 

typified that genre of central European 

polymath we have sadly lost is The Worlds of 

Elias Canetti – centenary essays (2005) 

 

 

 

Our second evening we were treated to one of 

the most spectacular thunderstorms…. 

 

 

 

https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-PjsC8cWGmfQ/V1ggqxtdKCI/AAAAAAAAF5g/FOeFe5f1_lYc234IIJ1O2Vt_SwJ9Mr7RACLcB/s1600/m_IMG_5195.jpg
https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-dLAO96ec5Ko/V1j4bQEqulI/AAAAAAAAF58/XqdagvXtMEsBP7Dt3I2uUOn6YFEtGAn5QCLcB/s1600/m_IMG_5401.jpg
https://www.booking.com/hotel/bg/liliaka.en-gb.html?aid=356983;sid=32e5209a5714abb3adccbc48cc5e4270;dcid=5
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