
Theatre & Vocal Music  

Boosters 
 

Burke High School 

W 
elcome to the 2017-
2018 school year and 
greetings from Mr. 
Groth (Vocal Music) 

and Mrs. Mokrycki (Theatre).  
We are 
thrilled to 
have our 
first  
Theatre/
Vocal  
Music 
Boosters 
Board this 
year. 
Here’s a 
special 
message 
from the 
president, Shawn Bonge: 
 
 
      “We are happy to announce that 
we are moving closer towards be-
coming a 501C3 with the formation 
of a board. The board will help 
streamline some of the projects that 
Mr. Groth and Mrs. Mokrycki have 
been doing so they can have more 
time to work with our students. We 
will be forming committees for vari-
ous events for both theatre and vocal 
departments and are looking forward 
to having a group for parents which 
allows them to support their students 
in the performing arts at Burke High 
School. 
 We invite you to our first 
Parent/Guardian Theatre/Vocal 
Music Booster Meeting on Thurs-
day, September 7 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
library. We will discuss exciting op-
portunities for your students this 
coming year and share more infor-
mation about the Boosters.   
 Hope to see you there!” 
 
Theatre/Vocal Music Boosters 
Board Members: 
Shawn Bonge - President 
Lisa Reid - Treasurer 
Heather Tiemann - Secretary 
 

Concert Dates for 
Burke Choirs 
• October 17 
• December 12 
• January 11  - Show Choir 

Premiere night 
• February 4 - All City 
• March 8 
• March 24 - Burke Show Choir 

Festival 
• April 26 - Post DMC recital 
• May 8 - Final Concert 
 

Theatre/Vocal Music 
Booster Meetings 
for 2017-2018 
• Thursday, September 7 
• Thursday, November  30 
• Thursday, February 8  
• Thursday, April 5  
 All meetings will be held at 
7:00p.m. in the library. 
 

 Upcoming Fundraisers 
• Chipotle —September 6  
• Carwash—September 23       
• Raising Cane’s—October 11 
• Fall Play Concession &    

Flower Sales—October 12-14 
• Walk-A-Thon—October 28 
• Poinsettia sales—December 
 

New York City trip: 
March 11-14, 2018 
 Registrations are due Friday, 
September 22. More information 
available at the Booster Meeting 
September 7. 
 

Sign up for important  
updates from  
Theatre/Vocal Music Boosters 
 Important reminders will be sent 
directly to your phone. For Theatre 
updates text @theatreboo to 81010. 
For Vocal Music updates text 
@vmboosters to 81010. 

 Drama Club meets every 
Thursday from 3:15-4:00pm in the 
auditorium, ALL STUDENTS are 
welcome. 
 

Register for Tap Workshop 
October 24 & 25 & Nov 1-3 
 Prepare for CRAZY FOR YOU 
tap auditions with our choreogra-
pher, Debbie Massey-Schneweis. 
 COST: $50 
by September 
22,  $60 after 
that date. Must 
provide your own 
tap shoes. Ladies: 
they need to be 
tan, heel tap 
shoes. Check out 
Bobby’s Dancewear. See Mrs. 
Mokrycki with questions. 
 TO REGISTER: Insert cash or 
checks made out to Debbie Massey-
Schneweis in a sealed envelope. 
Write your name on the envelope 
and turn it in to Mrs. Mokrycki. 



In their own 
words ... 
From the Student Perspective: 
 

Vocal Music 
      Over the past few years the Burke 
Vocal Music Department has grown 
leaps and bounds. We recently added 
two new choirs and increased numbers 
in other choir classes. Our show choirs 
are participating at a more competitive 
level, while still learning about the fun 
and joy of performing. I look forward to 
seeing this trend continue.  
     The Vocal Music Department has big 
plans for this school year including go-
ing to more competitions, learning new 
music, and moving into the new arts 
wing at our school. This wing will al-
low our department to reach new levels. 
We will no longer face the challenges 
that come with inadequate room. Stu-
dents in both the choir and instrumental 
departments are thrilled with the open-
ing of this arts wing. 
     However, I am personally most ex-
cited for the Choral Collaborative to 
which our Concert Choir has been invit-
ed. We will have the opportunity to sing 
alongside the Omaha Symphony. I can-
not wait to be a part of it. 
     As students we are growing not only 
as performers, but as people.  Many of 
us see our department as our home 
away from home. The arts allow us to 
connect with each other in a way that 
we often miss out on in our core classes. 
The bond and camaraderie within our 
choirs continues to grow. 
     I am excited to see what all of our 
performing arts and other departments 
accomplish in 2017-2018 and am proud 
to be a part of it again this year. 
 

—Payton Alber, Choir President 

Theatre  
  I've been a part of theatre for almost 
six years and I'm just as excited now as I 
was way back in middle school. Burke’s 
Theatre Department has become a home 
to me. I've been able to build friendships 
that will last a lifetime. I've developed 
technical skills through theatre that I can 
use in everyday life and I am constantly 
learning about myself as a human being. 
Theatre is also where I go when times 
are tough — not just for theatrical per-
formances.  
    Drama Club has provided some of the 
most fun experiences I’ve had at high 
school. Whether it is going to Vala's 
Pumpkin Patch every fall, performing 
Improvfest in May, celebrating Thanks-
giving on the stage, or just meeting week 
to week, I've come to know so many 
incredible people. The students in Dra-
ma Club share tight bonds and we truly 
act as a community.  
       Theatre students learn to rely on 
each other: building sets, remembering 
props, designing costumes or simply 
asking a friend to help run lines. Theatre 
is about working together to bring art to 
life in a unique and expressive way.  It is 
only through coming together that we 
can have a successful theatrical season. 
     I am most excited for the spring show 
and the musical. Our spring show is A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream by Shake-
speare. I've never performed Shake-
spearean theatre outside of the class-
room.  
 The musical this year is Crazy For 
You, a tap musical that is sure to be 
loads of fun for both audience and ac-
tors.  To put it simply, Burke is going to 
have another incredibly entertaining 
season and I can't wait to be a part of it.  
 

—Carl Bieber,  

Theatre Thespian Board President  

O 
n behalf of the Administrative 
Team at Burke High School,  
I welcome you to one of the 
most 

dynamic and 
exciting parts 
of the high 
school experi-
ence; the The-
atre and Vocal 
Music Pro-
grams!  I 
thank you for 
your patron-
age of these programs, and believe the 
experiences provided to these students 
serve as the soundtrack for their high 
school careers. The diversity, life de-
velopment skills, collaboration, and 
experiences provided to our students 
serve as a vital part of a well-rounded 
education from the Omaha Public 
Schools. 
      Don't be surprised if you see several 
members of the administrative team at 
all performances by the Arts at 
Burke.  We look forward to seeing the 
collaboration between our patrons, our 
students, and our staff. These groups 
coming together at a performance is 
one of the highlights of the Burke expe-
rience. We believe our performances 
are top-notch, second to none.  Come 
and enjoy them with us! 
      Thank you again for your patron-
age, support, and volunteerism with 
these programs. Should you have any 
feedback regarding how we can better 
serve students at Burke, it is welcomed 
and encouraged via email, phone, or by 
stopping by Burke. The support you 
give our programs is vital, as none of 
this would move forward without 
you! Thank you!  
 

 In the name of the arts and kids,   
—Dr. Andrew Walters  

Assistant Principal/Activities Director 
  

 

 

 

Choir website: burkechoirs.weebly.com  
Theatre website: burketheatre.wixsite.com/opsdrama 


