Installation Guide

Installation Guide

Exploded Views

Installation Instructions

Mounting

System Parts List
USTarp.com

800-249-0297

Step 1:

Caution: The sheaves must be installed so the upper part

Mount the front shaft using the three bearings supplied

Of the cable run is spaced 7/8” from the top rail of the
Entire length of the trailer

Step Two: Crank Assembly Installation
Installing the crank assembly for manual systems, see figure 3a. After completing installation of the front pulley assembly the next step is to install the crank assembly. For manual systems, the crank assembly is mounted to the bulkhead or
front post near the bottom of the trailer or body where it can be easily reached from the ground. For dump bodies & trailers
with little or no corner radius the assembly may be mounted directly to the front post or the side of the bulkhead. However, if a corner radius is present then the assembly may be mounted to the bottom to the bottom rail or flush mount fender
(note: it may be necessary to fabricate a mount if no flush mount fender is present).

After determining the proper placement, hold the assembly in place and make a mark on the body or trailer at the bottom
of each of the four mounting slots in the spider wheel. Next, using a 3/8” drill bit, drill holes at these marks. Then, using
3/8” x 1-1/2” hex bolts, mount the assembly to the body or trailer with the mounting bolt at the bottom of the slots in the
spider wheel but do not completely tighten bolts. The next step is to install the sprocket chain. First, wrap the chain around
the sprocket at the end of the pulley assembly and then around the sprocket on the chain assembly. Bring the ends together and mark the chain at the desired length. Cut and discard the excess chain and fasten the ends with the master link provided. With the chain in place, loosen the bolts on the spider wheel and pull down on the crank assembly to tighten the
chain, then re-tighten the bolts to secure the assembly to the body or trailer.

Step 3: Rear Idler Assembly Installation
Installing the Rear Idler Assemblies, see figure 5. The first step to installing the rear idler assembly is determining their
placement. This is influenced by the tailgate style present on the body or trailer. If the body or trailer has a swing style tailgate, the rear of the idler plate should be placed at or in front of the rear of the body or trailer, not the tailgate, so that
when opened the tailgate does not make contact with the idler assembly. If the existing tailgate is not a swing style tailgate,
the assembly should be installed as far back as possible, however, there must be enough of the idler plate in contact with
the body or trailer to get at least four bolts into the assembly, see figure 5a. To determine where to place the assembly relative to the top of the body or trailer, simply place the assembly so that the top of the idler plate is flush with the top of the
top rail or other structure on which the bows will be riding.
After determining the location of the assembly, using
3/8” x 1-1/2” machine bolts and the 3/8” flat washers,
fasten the assembly to the top rail (note: if it is necessary for the tarp to extend further beyond the tailgate
than is achieved with the standard idler assembly, this
extension can be achieved with the extended rear idler
assembly “optional”). The next step, when installing the
idler assembly on the opposite side, is to be sure the
distance between the front and rear assemblies is the
same on each side. To do this, measure from the center
of the front pulley to the front of the rear idler, then
install the assembly on the opposite side so that these
distances are exactly the same. After installing both
rear idler assemblies, it is necessary to be sure the system is square. For the system to be square, the measurements from the right front corner to the left rear
corner must be the same as the measurement from the
left front corner to the right rear corner (note: the distance between the rear idlers must be the same as the
distance between the front pulleys. It may be necessary
to use shims to achieve the distances.)

Step 4: Cable Tarp and Bow Installation
Installing the Cables, Bows and Tarp, see
figure 6 (note: the tarp and bows come preassembled and held together by shipping
rods, therefore, this step is already completed.) First, set the tarp and bow assembly on the front of the body or trailer with
shipping rods still in place. On the driver
side of the body or trailer, thread the cable
down around the rear idler and toward the
front of the body or trailer. Next, remove
the shipping rod from the driver side only.
Thread the cable up and around the front
pulley and then through the holes at the
end of the bows starting with the front bow
going rearward. After threading through the
bows, stop with two to four inches of cable
protruding from the last bow. Next, bring the other end of the cable forward to meet the previous end at the last bow. Using two cable clamps, clamp the ends together placing one clamp in front of and one clamp behind the last bow, see figure
6a. Next, test the system by running back and forth the be sure of proper function. It may be necessary to tighten or loosen
one side of the system or the other to achieve proper system function. Lastly, when assured the system is functioning
properly, cut the excess cable and tape the ends. Repeat these steps for the opposite side of the body or trailer.
Tightening the cables, see figure 6b. To tighten cables, loosen the sheave nut on the pulley bolt then tighten the nut on
the tension bolt until cable is taught (note: the tension on each side of the system needs to be nearly the same.)

Step 5: Fasten the front of the tarp
Putting tension on the system, see figure 9. To tighten the system, start by running the tarp toward the covered load position and stopping with the last bow three to four inches from the rear idlers. Next, fasten the front of the tarp to the tension bar. Roll the bar until the tarp is taught then mount the tension bar.

Step 6: Installing the Anti-Lifts
Installing the Anti Lifts, see figure 10, (notes: the anti lifts are installed to prevent the tarp from gaining lift due to the
air flow under the tarp. The number of anti lifts used is determined
bny the length of the system.
Longer systems require more anti
lifts, shorter systems require less.
Anti lifts should be spaced evenely
on bows. After determining the
particular bows. The longest anti
lift should be in front with the
shortest anti lift at the rear.
To secure the anti lift to the bow,
place the anti lift on the top of the
flat end of the bow so that the hole
in the anti lift matches the hole at
the end of the bow. Then with horizontal catch bar facing toward the
rear of the body or trailer, insert
the 1/4” hex bolt up through the
holes and slide the washers onto
the bolt starting with the 3/8”
washer, then the 1/4” washer.
Then fasten firmly using the lock
nuts provided, see figure 10a. The
corner of the anti lift and make a
mark at this point on the side wall of the body or trailer. Then using a 1/2” drill bit, drill a hole at this mark. Finally, slide
the anti lift washer and then the spacer onto the 1/2” x 7” bolt and insert the bolt into the previously drilled hole and
then firmly secure the assembly using the 1/2” washers and 1/2” hex nuts provided, see figure 10b
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