
The Punkee 
News of the Lutheran Summer Gathering at Silver Bay   Saturday, July 14, 2018 

Saturday, July 14 
4:00pm  Arrive and check-in 

5:30pm  Newcomers’ Welcome Meeting 

     Gullen Lounge 

6:00-7:00pm Dinner Dining Hall 

    Announcements @ 6:15pm 

7:00pm  Ice Cream Social  

     The Front Porch The Inn 

8:00pm  Choir Rehearsal Auditorium 

8:30pm  Teen Meeting  Morse 

9:00pm  Pictionary Gullen 

 

Sunday, July 15 
6:30-7:30am Morning Dip at Bay Beach 

     Lifeguard is present 

8:00-9:00am Breakfast Dining Hall 

    Announcements @ 8:15am 

8:30am         Choir Rehearsal & Ushers  

     Auditorium 

9:45-11:45am Child Care for Infants & 

  Toddlers @ Children's Pavilion 

     down the hill from The Store 

10:00am  Eucharist Auditorium 

          Coffee Hour to follow 

After Service World Cup Finals Viewing 

     Gullen 

12:00-1:00pm Lunch Dining Hall 

    Announcements @ 12:15pm 

3:00pm  Sand Castle Contest 

      Slim Point 

5:00pm  Faculty Meet & Greet 

                         Gullen 

6:00-7:00pm Dinner Dining Hall 

    Announcements @ 6pm 

6:45pm  Story time Gullen  

7:20pm  Vespers/Family Worship 

     Slim Point 

8:00pm  Concert Auditorium 

8:15pm  Kids Movie Night Gullen 

9:30pm+  Games!!! Gullen 

 

 

A Word of Welcome from the Chaplain 

Pastor Lee Miller II 
 

Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus who IS the light of 

the world! 

I am so grateful to God and to the planning team for inviting me 

to be with you for the 2018 Lutheran Summer Gathering at Sil-

ver Bay.  

I am a rookie this year at Silver Bay (our nine-year old son, 

Griffin, would call me a “noob”) and so I am looking forward to 

spending time with you in community and soaking up all that 

the Summer Gathering has to offer.  

Though new to Silver Bay I am a life long Lutheran, learner, 

and adventurer in outdoor ministry. I love the opportunity to 

gather in a beautiful setting like Lake George where we can dis-

cover God in creation all around us and in the faces near to us. 

Through worship, shared meals, learning and recreational op-

portunities, fun in fellowship, God will encounter us at the gath-

ering.  

I look forward in sharing the Eucharist with you on Sunday 

morning, leading morning prayer as we walk with Jesus each 

day encountering the Christ with eyes wide open and meeting 

the messiah through the lives Jesus touches. We too will be giv-

en the light that can not be hid, but rather shines for all to see.  

I’m energized by the opportunity to teach a class we’re calling 

“Proclamation through Privilege.” Together we will dig deeper 

to uncover the history of what The Rev. Jim Wallis calls 

“America’s Original Sin” of racism and through listening and 

truth telling walk with Jesus in the path of reconciliation. Partic-

ipants may choose to read America’s Original Sin by Jim Wallis 

and Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates in prepara-

tion, though no pre-reading is required.  

I look forward to walking with Jesus, and with you, at the Sum-

mer Gathering! 

 

In Peace, 

Lee 

WELCOME  

to the 86th Annual 

Lutheran Summer Gathering 



“Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.”  (Isaiah 2:5) 

Our week together at Silver Bay is a time when we can sense the light of the Lord as it shines in the 

beauty of creation and in the connections among those who gather in this community.  Our theme 

this year is Walking With Jesus.  We hope you will catch glimpses of God’s presence as you make 

your way across the Silver Bay campus.  We trust that you will be refreshed by the power of God’s 

spirit in our times of worship, learning, fun and fellowship.  We pray that you will be strengthened 

in your discipleship by the time you head for home.   

 

I am excited to introduce you to this year’s faculty.  Our Chaplain is Pastor Lee Miller II.  Pastors 

Gladys Moore and Arden Strasser will join him in teaching and Chris Schaefer has returned to work 

with the youth and lead us in evening worship.  You will find information about them and the clas-

ses they are offering in the Punkee and at the introduction on Sunday afternoon.  Upstate New York 

Synod Bishop John Macholz will also be joining us for a few days beginning Monday afternoon. He 

will be available at 1 pm on Tuesday for questions and conversation.  You are also welcome to chat 

with him informally throughout his time with us. 

 

A bulletin board on the Inn porch will serve as our prayer wall.  Feel free to add your thanksgivings 

and your intercessions as offerings to God.  When you walk by the board on your way to a meal or 

the beach, pause for a moment and invite God to walk with you through your day. 

 

Members of the Planning Team will have bright blue ribbons on their name tags.  We are available 

to answer questions, receive suggestions or just chat.  We have worked hard all year to make this a 

great week. The Team includes Chad Volkert, Katie Bang, Karen “Mouse” Hoffman, Patti Garrison, 

Sue Hollar, Jim Bresnahan, Beth Smayda, Will Platnick and me. 

 

I pray that God will use this time to nurture and enliven our faith so that we might be steadfast and 

faithful in proclaiming the good news of Christ to the world.  

 

Grace and peace, 

Marie Jerge 

Dean 

Welcome to the 86th Lutheran Summer Gathering! 



We are excited to dine together for the first time in the climate controlled William Boyd Cen-

ter at Silver Bay! The team at Silver Bay worked tirelessly to ensure the WBC would be open 

in time for our arrival.  The beautiful dining room is open, but has restricted capacity at this 

time.  As a result, Silver Bay will serve meals in two separate shifts, with one hour dedi-

cated for the Lutheran Summer Gathering and one hour for all other guests on campus.   

The dedicated Lutheran Summer Gathering dining hours are: 

- Breakfast:  8am-9am 

- Lunch:  12pm-1pm 

- Dinner: 6pm-7pm 

Your badge will clearly identify you as part of the Lutheran Summer Gathering and you will 

be able to access the dining room at any time during our hour.   

In a spirit of Lutheran hospitality and flexibility, please observe these dining hours out of 

respect for Silver Bay and the needs of our fellow brothers and sisters on campus.  You will 

be gently asked to return at the appropriate time if you arrive to the dining room before our 

meal hour begins.   

Helpful tips: 

- Java Jolt - A Lutheran Summer Gathering coffee bar, free for all to enjoy, will be set 

up every morning at 7am in the Inn Lobby, on the side facing the Auditorium (former 

check-in desk.) 

- Silver Camp - The check-in window for children will be at 8:45am.  Please ensure 

your child is signed in to camp no later than 8:45 to ensure the Woozles can head off 

for their morning fun promptly at 9am.  

- Worship Leaders - Faculty, chaplains, and members of the choir will have an excep-

tion to access breakfast before 8am.  This will require a special sticker on your badge.  

Choir members planning to sing throughout the week will receive their badge sticker at 

the first choir rehearsal on Saturday evening. (This is a very good trick by Maestro Joe 

Krupa to incentivize you to join the choir!)  

- Evening Vespers – Our beautiful lakeside Vespers will begin each evening at 7:20pm.  

Golf cart rides for those in need of a lift will depart from the Inn Circle at 7:00pm. 

- Evening Programs - Start times will be slightly later than years past.  See the Punkee 

for details!  Yes, you will be up a little later – but the good news is you don’t have to 

get up until 8am for breakfast! 

Important Dining Hours Update! 



Classes @ The Lutheran Summer Gathering 

Proclamation through Privilege         11:00am ONLY @ Morse 
The Rev. Lee Miller II, Buffalo, NY 

 

Together we will consider the history of racism in the United States and how patterns of systemic 

racism established from the origins of the U.S., still impact our walk together today. We will ex-

plore the benefits of “privilege,” and how to move forward through listening, education, relation-

ship and advocacy. We will speak the truth of racism within the church, how it has shaped our insti-

tutions, and impacted sisters and brothers in Christ. We will discuss the relationship between poli-

tics and the pulpit and what it might look like for a congregation to have an anti-racism strategy. We 

will walk together speaking truth and seeking reconciliation for the sake of God’s people and for 

the wholeness of community.  

The Power in Letting Go—The Paul C. White Bible Study           9:45 & 11am @ Sproul 
The Rev. Dr. Arden Strasser, Manhattan, NY 
 

Matthew 16:24: Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”  
 
Verses like this can be confusing and even intimidating. What does “the cross” mean? What life do 
we lose? What life do we find?  Pastor Arden will lead us in exploring New Testament texts where 
we’ll find riches which uncover what life in Christ is like.   
 
We’ll use practical examples from everyday life to check on the illusions we hold and how in each 
day we can make Jesus’ prayer more our own: “Father, . . . not my will but yours be done” (Luke 
22:42). 

“I Want Jesus to Walk With Me”                9:45 & 11am @ Boathouse 
The Rev. Gladys Moore, Summit, NY 
 

“I want Jesus to walk with me…” Indeed we do, through all the days of our lives.  But what does it 

mean for us to walk with Jesus, especially in a time of social upheaval across the globe, amidst our 

overly busy and overly committed lives?  How do we connect with Christ in a culture where social 

media increasingly replaces face-to-face relationships with Facebook and other apps?  

Some scholars think the origin of the word religion is with the Latin word “religare,” which means 

“to tie, to bind.” How do we bind ourselves anew to the One who is eternally bound to us?  

Through sacramental reflections, Bible study, music and the prayer practice of using finger laby-

rinths we will explore together what it means to go on a journey with Jesus who leads us from birth 

to death to rebirth.  Come join us.   



Faculty @ The Lutheran Summer Gathering 

The Rev. Lee Miller II, Buffalo, NY 
 

Born in Jamestown, NY, Lee lived in Lockport, outside of Buffalo, long enough as a child to fall in love 

with the Buffalo Bills and Sabres, before his family moved to East Syracuse.  A graduate of the State Uni-

versity of New York in Albany with a Bachelor of Arts degree in English, Lee earned his Masters of Divin-

ity degree in 1998 from the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, with a concentration in Urban 

Ministry. 

Lee served his first call in Camden, New Jersey with Christus Lutheran Church and followed as Senior 

Pastor to St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church, Philadelphia, PA in 2004. Pastor Miller currently serves 

as the seventh Senior Pastor of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Buffalo since the fall of 2012. Holy Trini-

ty’s ministry is driven by three missional focuses: Worship, Grow, Go. Centered in a dynamic, liturgical 

form of worship with a world-class music program, we grow in discipleship and leadership, and are sent 

into the world sharing God’s love in word and action. He is particularly interested in the theme he is pre-

senting at Silver Bay, “Proclamation through Privilege” and exploring themes around racial equity. 

Lee has been married to Heather for twenty years and their greatest joy is life together with their son, Grif-

fin. Together they enjoy all things Buffalo and Western New York, family trips to Florida, and time togeth-

er with their Labrador Retriever, Kirby. 

The Rev. Dr. Arden Strasser, Manhattan, NY 
 

Pastor Arden Strasser will be one of our teaching pastors. He speaks widely about God’s mission in 
the world and the place of faith in our daily lives. Pastor Arden brings gifts in retreat direction, wor-
ship music and teaching. Formerly an engineer, he also brings strengths in planning and manage-
ment. 
 
Previously, he served as pastor at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in northern California, from 2000 
to 2006, and then was appointed ELCA missionary to Zambia for church leadership development in 
southern Africa, until 2014. Most recently, he served as interim pastor for congregations in Long 
Island and Westchester County. Pastor Arden has earned degrees from the University of Rochester, 
the University of Colorado, and the University of Natal, South Africa. He has also completed his 
Doctor of Ministry degree at Drew University. Pastor Strasser has also served on the boards of the 
Volunteer Missionary Movement and the American International School of Lusaka. 

The Rev. Gladys Moore, Summit, NY 
 

Gladys is the Senior Pastor at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Summit, New Jersey where she has 

been since 2013.  Prior to her tenure at St. John’s she was the Dean of Religious and Spiritual Life 

and Director of Diversity and Inclusion at Mount Holyoke College. She has been pastor of three ur-

ban congregations, an assistant to the bishop of the New Jersey Synod, and has served as a chap-

lain, preacher, and retreat leader at many regional, national and international events.   



WELCOME Newcomers 
 Nancy Bader 

 Stuart, Amy and George Baumgardner  

 Robert and Diane DuMond  

 Elaine Kleinhenz 

 Lori & Lauren Gaudin 

 Janet, Julianna and Elizabeth Griffiths 

 Peg Hoepfel 

 William, Rachel and Billy Itzstein 

 Gloria Jones 

 Kay Kelly  

 Betty Smithy 

 Sarah Miller 

 Bishop John Macholz 

 Donita Moorhus & Bob Grathwol 

 Pastor Lee Miller 

 Pastor Gladys Moore 

 Sue & James Phillips, Allyssa & James 

 Norman Platnick 

 Pastor Arden and Susan Strasser 

 Margaret Vogel 

 

**List of Newcomers may not be complete as of printing– will 

add as needed** 

A Celebration of Life for Chuck Volkert at Slim 
Point 

On Sunday, July 15th immediately following 

Vespers at Slim Point Mary Alice, Chad, Ver-

oushka, Isabella and Valentina invite you to join 

them for a brief service in memory of their father 

and grandfather. The celebration of life and pray-

ers will be led by Pastor Bang, and special hymns 

sung by Robert Edwin (Bob Steinfort). 

Seminarian Chris Schaefer 
Youth and Family Worship 
Leader 
Baltimore, MD  

Sem. Chris Schaefer recently graduated with the 

first class of United Lutheran Seminary (merger 

between Gettysburg and Philly seminaries). He 

is excitedly and restlessly awaiting first call in 

the Delaware-Maryland Synod. Before entering 

seminary, Chris graduated with a degree in Reli-

gious Studies from Muhlenberg College in Al-

lentown, PA, served in Americorps in northern 

CA, taught Pre-K for 10 years, and became cer-

tified in Youth & Family Ministry. Chris moved 

to the Hampden neighborhood of Baltimore, 

MD last week with his husband, Andy, and a 

very anxious cat. Chris & Andy are enjoying 

exploring their new neighborhood and their cat 

is still hiding under the basement stairs. Chris 

enjoys pretending to be really outdoorsy, watch-

ing movies, and spending time with family and 

friends. 

We will be meeting daily at 11am in the Liz 

Gray 

Pavilion (Next to the Gym) 

Check the Punkee for daily updates! 

SATURDAY 8:30PM:FIRST MEETING @ 

Morse 

A Celebration of Life for Alex Walker at Chapel 

On Sunday, July 15th at 4pm in the Chapel 

there will be a service to celebrate the life of 

Alex Walker. Immediately following the ser-

vice, a ceremony to celebrate both Alex and 

Arline Walker will follow in the Memorial. 



Ice Cream Social 

After dinner Saturday evening, join us on the front porch of the Inn for ice cream after 
dinner! Scoops and sprinkles provided by your LSG planning committee! 

 

Pictionary Saturday Night @ 9 PM 

Get to know some new friends and join an open evening of sketching and guessing in Gul-
len Lounge. No art skills required. In fact, the worse you are, the more fun it is! 

 

Sunday: World Cup Finals 

France v Croatia will be playing in Gullen Lounge immediately after the conclusion of wor-
ship 

Once again, we will award the MARTI Award to the person or persons with the most Lutheran 
Summer Gathering spirit! Earn points (no value except bragging rights) each day and check the 
Punkee for the daily leaderboard! The reigning champions from 2017 the Keith & Snell Families! 
Points are awarded for good deeds, helping hands, and a general Marti Spirit! As always, Marti 
sees all. Except at Morning Dip. What happens at Morning Dip stays at Morning Dip. 

2017 - Keith & Snell Families 

2016 - Hutfilz Family 

2015 - The Walkers 

2014 - Schmelterrific Coalition 

2013 - Lynch Family 

2012 - Molnar/Wrenner Family 

2011 - Bresnahollars 

Sunday July 15th Concert: Maybe April 
8-9 p.m. 

Maybe April is a Country Americana trio made up of Katy Bishop, Kristen Castro, and Alaina Stacey. The girls 

have opened for Brandy Clark and Sarah Jarosz, and have played Pilgrimage Music Festival and IBMA's Wide 

Open Bluegrass Festival. Maybe April is recognized for their three-part harmonies, strength as instrumentalists, 

original songs, and shared roles as frontwomen, each adding something different from their musical back-

grounds to create a unique sound. Just like their harmonies, Alaina, Katy, and Kristen are a perfect fit. Their 

love for each other and their music continues to push them in their endeavors in Nashville, where they have 

been based since 2013. 



Chad Volkert 

Director 

Lutheran Summer Gathering at Silver Bay 

47 years ago this July, Nancy Volkert (my mom) and Chuck Volkert (my dad) brought me to the 

Lutheran Summer Conference as a “first-timer” when I was 6 weeks old. I have been told that I 

spent most of my week in my mother’s arms as well as in a cradle perched in the center of the din-

ing hall table during meals. I have never missed a summer since that year, 1972!  

 

My earliest memories include days of swimming lessons at Bay Beach, S’mores at campfires, Sun-

day Worship, beautiful Vespers at Slim Point, reading the Times rocking-on the porch, pick-up bas-

ketball, beating the EMPS in softball, “bug juice” and “what’s for dinner?” in the Dining Hall, qui-

et moments with my mom on walks and going into the woods with my dad to look for “Trappers 

and Indians”. I am not sure about you, but this list can go on forever bringing back special memo-

ries and emotions we all hold so deep in our hearts. These memories make you think you have 

never left Silver Bay even though it has been 51 weeks since your last “official” visit. 

 

Now for the last 19 years, new memories have been created with my beautiful bride, Veroushka 

who has been with me at this cherished place! She made me the luckiest man alive on my wedding 

day, and now the happiest man in the world as she gave me our beloved  daughters Isabella (10) 

and Valentina (5)! The fun and excitement of experiencing the LSC and Silver Bay through their 

eyes has provided us even a keener understanding of how special this place truly is. Watching them 

play, sing, worship and grow as children should grow has been a wonderful time that Veroushka 

and I are cherishing. Growing-up at the LSC and Silver Bay has simply been a way of life for all 4 

of us and the Volkert Family including  my mom, dad, sister Mary Alice, Uncle Dick, Aunt Dottie, 

Cousin Carol, her husband Bob Dubin, and their sons Ben and Will. 

 

For 8+ years now, I have been very fortunate to serve as Director for the Conference. During that 

time, the financial strength of the LSC has significantly improved, and many new attendees have 

been welcomed to the shores of Silver Bay and are coming back each summer. My mother was ex-

tremely active in teaching and assisting in running many facets of the LSC, so I am very honored 

to serve each of you as well and give back to the place I love so much. 

 

I look forward to seeing each of you during the week, as we create new memories together and re-
live other ones that are still so vivid in our minds we think they happened just last week! 



Pastor Marie Jerge 

Dean 

Lutheran Summer Gathering at Silver Bay 

My husband, Jim, and I were first invited to the Lutheran Summer Conference by former Program 

Director and Registrar – George and Kathy Manos in 1979.  We were young pastors drawn by the 

Seminar on Laity in Ministry.  We have only missed one year since then (2014 - due to Jim’s neck 

surgery.)  We served together as Youth Directors one year and I served as Chaplain in 1984 and 

1985 (the first woman to serve in that role.)  Later, while serving as Bishop of the Upstate New 

York Synod, I led several afternoon forums on current topics or recent travel with global partners. 

 

When Jim and I were both full-time Pastors, in separate ministries, the Lutheran Summer Confer-

ence was one of the few weeks in the year that we were able to worship together.  It provided us 

the chance to re-connect spiritually in addition to enjoying all the recreational opportunities.   In 

the midst of the busyness of our lives, we found at Silver Bay a place to rest and be refreshed.  We 

cherish the friendships that we have made here through the years.   

 

While Lutherans at Silver Bay have in some ways remained the same and steeped in tradition, I 

have always been struck by how the program design accommodated our changing needs.  We used 

to play a lot of tennis, now it’s more golf.  Some years I sang in the choir, Jim still does.  Although 

I have always loved the lake, I never tried Early Morning Dip until five or six years ago- now I’m 

hooked!  Some years we came exhausted and spent quiet time sitting on a bench staring at the lake.  

Other years it was the community itself, talking with friends while walking down the path to Slim 

Point, eating ice cream at the store or playing bridge, that provided healing and rest.  And there are 

some activities and crafts I still haven’t tried. 

 

I have served as the Dean and Director of Ministry for the Lutheran Summer Gathering since 2016 

and am deeply grateful to those who have gone before me in this role – Steve Harris, Charlie Bang 

and Gus Wedemeyer.  The Planning Team is a delight to work with.  Outside of Silver Bay - I just 

completed 20 months as the Intentional Interim Senior Pastor at Atonement, Syracuse.  Before that 

I served 12 years as the Bishop of the Upstate New York Synod, 14 years as an Assistant to Bish-

ops Ed Perry and Lee Miller, and 10 years as a parish pastor at St. Mark, Mayville and Zion, Silver 

Creek (with Jim). After 40 years, I have recently retired.   I am also a trained Spiritual Director and 

enjoy writing poetry as a spiritual practice.   

 



Katie Bang 

Activities Director 

Lutheran Summer Gathering at Silver Bay 

 
My year is comprised of 50 weeks of waiting, 1 week of collecting games, s’mores, and boxes of assorted 
Lutheran material... and then, finally, the best week of the year - the Lutheran Summer Gathering at Silver 
Bay!  
 
I frequently recall my life through a series of chronological memories at Silver Bay:  
 
Infancy – Similar to Lutheran Summer Gathering Director Chad Volkert, I spent my first year at Silver 
Bay as a baby. Unlike Chad, who was allegedly placed in a beautiful bassinet in the middle of the dining 
table, I was under the table screaming. Still a fan of rudely interrupting quality family time, I’ll share an-
nouncements at each meal for updates on exciting activities!  
 
Elementary School – Learned to use a bow and arrow at the Archery Field. The character of Katniss 
Everdeen from The Hunger Games was actually based on my time in Woozles.  
 
Middle School – Ahhh, the Craft Shop years. Look at this stuff, isn’t it neat? Wouldn’t you think my col-
lection’s complete? Need a 5” plate of fused stained glass for your coffee table?  I got 20.    
 
High School – I learned the thrill of victory and the agony of defeat in the Annual Emps/Lutherans Soft-
ball Games!  Also learned the agony of poison ivy from the hill behind Collins Equipment Center.  STAY 
ON THE PATHS. 
 
College – You know you’re getting older the first time you aren’t the kid in the skit, but rather you’re the 
poor sucker some Woozles use as a prop in the Gathering Show. Learned this lesson hard one year as a 
human coffee table, left alone on a stage kneeling on all fours with five full glasses of water on my back.  
 
Today – My only job as Activities Director is to ensure you have things to do and people to meet – your 
only job is to do whatever will restore your spirit, recharge you for service and bring a smile to your face!  
 

I’m a Buffalo gal at heart, but currently live in Morristown, NJ. My folks, Pastor Charlie and Debby Bang, 

will be at the Lutheran Summer Gathering this summer with their youth group from Gloria Dei Lutheran 

Church in Hampton, VA. Meteorologist sister Sarah is unable to break away from her new job at NASA 

Marshall in Huntsville, AL, but she will keep an eye on the weather for us!  

 

I look forward to sharing in a few of your new memories this summer at Silver Bay and hope your time at 

play and in worship will add joy and peace to your life the way being part of this community of faith has 

for mine! 



Karen (Mouse) Hoffman 

Registrar 

Lutheran Summer Gathering at Silver Bay 

Hello my name is Karen Hoffman also known as Mouse. I am the registrar for the Lutheran 

Summer Gathering following in the footsteps of Roxanne Keith and the late Jean Victory. 

My husband, Rip and our two children Sarah and Debby and I along with Bob and Faith and 

Matt and Kurt Steinfort have been attending the conference since 1982. Dave and Midy 

Mangiante told us about this wonderful Lutheran Conference at Silver Bay on the shores of 

Lake George and since we were always looking for places to go with our children in the 

summertime, we thought we would give it a try.  

 

Upon our arrival at Silver Bay the temperature soared to 100 and after trudging and schlep-

ping our selves and our stuff up to Hemlock, Rip and I looked at each other and said, “we’ll 

give it 24 hours!!” Sure enough, our first meal was in the old dining room, Silver Bay Emps 

practically stood at attention waiting to help us with our children, then toddlers; a lovely 

couple  welcomed us and asked us to sit with them at dinner.  Things were looking up. After 

dinner, Bob and Faith and Rip and I sat on the porch while Matt and Kurt and Sarah and 

Debby ran on the front lawn. We noticed an exodus happening to the left. We decided to fol-

low and found ourselves in the store. Well the rest was history. Ice cream! Served by those 

wonderful Emps. Our children were hooked and we all know happy children breed happy 

parents! That night the weather broke and we stayed and have made Silver Bay our happy 

home for two weeks every summer. As far as the gathering goes, my husband Rip sat on the 

planning committee for several years, and he has also taught several classes.  When Rox 

gave her notice, I decided it would be fun to be part of the planning committee as registrar.  

Since we were up here for two weeks I was able to watch Jean Victory do the job because 

she had to come up early. That was in the days before the Internet. I cannot even imagine.  

 

So here is hoping that you all have a wonderful experience at The Lutheran Summer Gather-

ing. Resting, recreating being with family, worshipping, learning, singing, having fun!!! 

And most important “Staying with the program!’ Thank you all for being so patient with me 

as registrar. It really is a joy giving everyone a “home” for the week at Silver Bay. Here is 

hoping you got the correct room! If this is your first year, welcome and if this is you 60th 

year, welcome back!!!!!  



Patti Garrison 

Planning Committee Member 

Lutheran Summer Gathering at Silver Bay 

It was the summer of 1976 and my mother (Elsie McGlone) was offered to attend a 

Sunday School Teachers’ Workshop at the Lutheran Summer Conference (LSC) at Sil-

ver Bay.  As we lived in the city, this was a dream vacation for her to bring my broth-

er, Hank (9), and me (7) to the Adirondacks for a week of fresh air.  What she didn’t 

realize is that it would be the start of a tradition that would continue for 40+ years. I 

have missed many years but my mom perhaps has missed 5. Our adventure would 

begin with an Amtrak ride to a “Tiny train stop” at Fort Ticonderoga.   On this train 

ride is where we first met many of our first group of LSC friends.  

 

In 1986 after a week at LSC, I stayed an extra 6 weeks for the EIT (Emp in Training) 

program where I met a lifelong friend who would later be in my wedding party as well 

as my daughter’s godmother. 

 

Fast forward to the summer of 1991 when two of my LSC friends were getting mar-

ried in Rochester; mom and I attended the wedding and this is where I met my hus-

band who was part of the wedding party.   

 

Many don’t understand a vacation where you might not have AC, TV or a phone but 

that is what makes it unique and refreshing.  We only see these friends one week out 

of the year but friendships and memories are for a lifetime.    

 

After retiring last year (again) as the Punkee Editor, I looked forward to attending this 

year as a planning committee member but the Garrison Family has been busy relocat-

ing from Syracuse, NY to Lake Wylie, SC (outside of Charlotte, NC).   My mom and 

Lizzie are fortunate to still attend this week.   



Sue Hollar 

Planning Committee Member 

Lutheran Summer Gathering at Silver Bay 

I am thrilled to be back on the shores of Lake George for our annual Luther-

an Summer Gathering at Silver Bay. I am fortunate to have experienced this 

gathering throughout all phases of my life and am thrilled to be a member of 

the LSG Planning Committee.  

 

While I originally hail from Syracuse and remain a diehard loyal Syracuse 

basketball and Yankee fan, Washington, DC has been my home for the last 

27 years. My family and I, including my husband Dave and teenage daugh-

ters, Perri, Erin and Ella love living in the Nation’s Capital and invite any of 

you to visit any time. It really is beautiful and not a swamp ;-). 

 

Professionally, I am a social worker by training and am privileged to serve as 

the Executive Director of The Barker Adoption Foundation, the fourth oldest 

adoption agency in the country. Between my job, my active involvement at 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in DC, and fun with family and friends, I live a 

very full life. Like you, I am really ready for this week of vacation! 



Beth Smayda 

Planning Committee Member 

Lutheran Summer Gathering at Silver Bay 

I first heard of the Lutheran Summer Gathering at our church Christmas Party when members of 

our church, St. Matthew’s Lutheran in White Plains, NY, told us about this wonderful place they 

go every year for a week of recreation, inspiration, education and relaxation.  And, oh yes, all 

meals were included, there was camp for our children, Michael and Kirsten, and it was on beauti-

ful Lake George—we were sold.  That was back in 1989 and we have attended every year since, 

except 1991 when our daughter Katherine was born 4 1/2 months before.  She made her appear-

ance in 1992 and we were joined by our respective parents throughout the years. 

 

Silver Bay has always been a gathering place for our family, where for just a week we weren’t all 

running in separate directions.  It’s been a place where we’ve met new friends with whom we en-

joy reconnecting every year.  It’s a place where our children have been able to explore their own 

interests—one year Michael never even made it into the lake because he was so focused on getting 

his yeoman’s certificate for archery.  At the craft shop the kids learned how to make stained glass, 

work with leather, and make silver and enameled jewelry.  They took their first swim lessons at 

Slim Point with their beloved emps, developed friendships that have lasted through the years, and 

all performed, at one point or another, in the Conference Talent Show.    

 

But most of all, Silver Bay, is a caring community.  I will never forget when Mary Keith came up 

to me at the Inn to say that my daughter had fallen and scraped her knee, but not to worry, she had 

already cleaned it and put a band-aid on it.  Nor Dottie Volkert who has been generous sharing, as 

only one who has worked with adolescents throughout her career could, her advice on my most re-

cent parenting challenge.  Because of the safe and supportive environment, our kids enjoyed a 

measure of independence on campus that was just not possible at home.  Throughout, Greg and I 

have enjoyed hikes, kayaking, rides on the “Silver Spray”, water color painting, ice cream at the 

store, thought- provoking and faith-enhancing Conference classes and, yes, we even paddle-

boarded last year! 

 

I am glad to now give back a little of what I’ve gained by serving on the Lutheran Summer Gather-

ing Planning Committee, helping out on the financial end of things.  We’re looking forward to a 

fun-packed, faith-filled week.  Life is good and we are blessed. 



Jim Bresnahan 

Planning Committee Member 

Lutheran Summer Gathering at Silver Bay 

An invitation to lead a Bible Study first brought me to the Lutheran Summer Conference in 1969, accom-

panied by my wife, Joyce, and daughter, Sue, who was going on two.   We eagerly returned the next year - 

again for me to lead a Bible Study.  We were hooked, although we did miss the very next year when our 

son, Erik, was but seven months old.  But ever since, the Lutheran Summer Conference at Silver Bay has 

been our unfailing summer destination and favorite place to be. 

 

Already twenty-six when I first attended the Conference, I came to converse with participants who had 

been here in 1932 and witnessed their joy and enthusiasm over what this conference meant to them since 

its inception. I hope I communicate to others my equal joy and enthusiasm. 

 

Though knowing about the first four decades of the Conference only by the word of others, I can say from 

personal experience that I was here in 1969 when a crowd gathered in my room to watch TV as the first 

person ever stepped onto the moon.  I was here through the tumultuous early seventies when issues of war 

and peace, women’s rights, and race were discussed, and also argued over vociferously on the Inn porch. I 

was here to see new buildings go up on campus - Bayview, the Dining Hall, the classroom pavilions, and 

more recently the Children’s Pavilion, Brookside and Trinity. I have been here to see our children grow 

from infants to wee woozles, to woozles, to chippies and ravens into their teenage years and on to adult-

hood; and to see their children too go through the same stages of the Silver Bay experience.  And I have 

been here to meet and greet new generations from many states, who have found that here is where they too 

want to be every summer.     

 

In the seventies I was asked to become a member of the Planning Committee, representing the Upper NY 

Synod, as it was called at the time; I remain a planning committee member to this day. Beside taking part 

in Planning Committee meetings, for many years I edited the Punkee (in typewriter days), designed, had 

printed, and mailed out the Conference brochures, and held events in homes and at church to encourage 

new registrations. 

 

Although now spending much time rocking on the Inn porch, I have enjoyed years of playing in our yearly 

softball game against the EMPS (ending with the highest batting average of all), getting on stage to do 

outrageous acts, and instigating some memorable events. 

 

I am approaching 80 now, hoping to be here every year of my remaining life, health permitting, and to see 

this Conference grow and bless many others as it has blessed me and my family. 



Will Platnick 

Publicity Director 

Lutheran Summer Gathering at Silver Bay 

Hello, my name is Will Platnick and this is my first (and unfortunately, last) year as 

the Publicity Director. I am the editor of the Punkee this year, so if you have anything 

you would like to be included, please email us at 

LutheranSummerGathering@gmail.com. 

 

My first time at the Lutheran Summer Gathering was in 2013 when my wife, Pastor 

Becca Ehrlich, was invited to the conference under a scholarship for clergy people.  In 

2016 and 2017, my wife was invited back to Silver Bay to serve as Chaplain, so I was 

fortunate enough to join her again. If you were here for the past two years, you proba-

bly saw me working from a table in the Inn, wondering why someone would spend all 

their vacation time on the computer. The answer is simple: I’m never on vacation at 

the Lutheran Summer Gathering. 

 

In my ministry, I serve the Digital Missions group of Life.Church, the largest church 

in America, where my main job is to keep the free YouVersion Bible App up and run-

ning. I also serve on the Host Team of Church Online, our online worship campus. I 

do this work remotely from our home in Philadelphia, so when I’m at Silver Bay, I’m 

just a little bit more remote than usual.  

 

Even though I can’t take off completely, the Lutheran Summer Gathering at Silver 

Bay is one of my favorite times of the year. I always find a way to shift my schedule 

and take a couple hours during the day to worship, head to the beach or hop on a boat.  

 

I’m so excited to be here with you all. If you see me working, come on over and say 

hi! 


