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Since April 25 1916, New Zealand has correctly commemorated the Gallipoli encounter of 
World War 1. As a country, we commemorate the sacrifice of our soldiers both past and 
present. The focus of this important national day has World War 1 as the starting point of our 
commemorations and remembrance of our soldiers whose bravery and courage took place 
on foreign shores. As a country, we have largely been silent from a commemorative and 
remembrance perspective of those soldiers/warriors who fought in the New Zealand Wars 
(1845 -1873). On October 28 2017, New Zealand held the inaugural national day to 
commemorate the New Zealand Wars. 
 
On October 26 2017 and in recognition of this national day, Fairfield College held their 
inaugural school assembly to recognise and commemorate those that fought in the New 
Zealand Wars and particularly the warriors of Waikato-Tainui and the Kingitanga. Dr 
Raukura Roa was the guest speaker at the assembly. At the end of the assembly, the school 
unveiled a rock as a temporary memorial, for those Maaori warriors who fought in these 
conflicts. The memorial stated that a Pou, would be erected as a permanent memorial in 
October 2018 (see attached photographs which show that the Pou will be sited in fromt of 
the school reception area). 
 

I would like The Pou to reflect the courage and 
fortitude of the Waikato Tainui rangatira and 
warriors that fought against significant odds to 
retain their land and the sovereignty of the 
kingitanga. The kingitanga will be a strong 
component of the Pou because it was able to 
resist Governor George Grey’s stated war 
objective, which was to destroy its influence, or in 
his words to dig around it until it fell. 

 
 
 
Ngati Wairere as the Manawhenua of the land where the school is located will feature 
strongly in the Pou. I have had the privilege of meeting with Whaea Hekeiterangi Broadhurst, 
a senior kuia of Ngati Wairere, to gain project approval. This approval has been granted and 
in a second visit with her, Mr Mike Matchitt (master carver who will be carving the Pou) and I 
were able to engage in discussions to inform the messages of hapuu history relative to the 
1863-1864 invasion of the Waikato that the Pou will represent and tell.  
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Although the Pou is an acknowledgement of the bravery of the warriors, the Pou should also 
be future focused and acknowledge that today many New Zealand Maaori and New Zealand 
European have shared whakapapa as New Zealanders and therefore we should continue to 
strengthen our understanding of each other and continue to develop a shared vision of what 
is possible.  
 
The Pou should focus more on a future of shared vision and prosperity that is underpinned 
by recognition that although injustices did occur as a country we are committed to building 
on these to ensure that we as a people are more responsive culturally to each other and that 
our futures together are stronger and more positive. 
 
Although the Pou focuses mainly on the British and NZ governments invasion of the Waikato 
it is also a recognition of all those who fought in the New Zealand Wars conflicts. The Pou 
does not acknowledge and commemorate War but acknowledges and commemorates those 
individuals who fought and sacrificed (many paying the ultimate sacrifice) in these conflicts.  
 
 
 
Ngaa mihi 
 
 
 
 
 
Richard Crawford 
Fairfield College Principal 
 


