
 

 

CSIT Fall 2018 – Spring 2019 Curriculum FAQs 

 

Please give me a summary of what CSIT is doing with its courses, degrees, and certificates? 
The MiraCosta CSIT Department is an exciting place to be!  We are always evolving with the goal of staying on 
the cutting edge of technology.  We strive to bring the latest topics and industry trends to the classroom, 
whether online or on-ground, and pair them with innovative and engaging teaching techniques. 

For the Fall 2018 – Spring 2019 academic year we are launching 8 new Degrees and/or Certificates of 
Achievement and 5 new Certificates of Proficiency.  In addition, we have several new as well as revised 
course offerings.  The content of this new curriculum is based on extensive research including labor market 
trend analysis, student surveys, and local industry advisory board input. 

I am already a CSIT student, what do these changes mean for me? 
Any current student prior to Fall 2018 has 3 options: 

• Option 1:  Complete your existing degree or certificate that you started prior to Fall 2018 as planned.  
The concept of “catalog rights” means that as long as you have been taking courses continuously 
with no more than a one semester break, the requirements in place from any catalog year in which 
you took courses can be applied.  If the course no longer exists or there are unit differentials we can 
work with you to approve substitutions appropriate for your career and subject matter interests and 
goals.  

• Option 2: Complete one of the new degrees or certificates instead.  If the courses you previously 
took are not in the new degree or certificate but you would like them to be considered for 
substitution, we will work with you to see what the possibilities are. 

• Option 3: Complete your existing degree or certificate as well as one of the new ones.  We can work 
together to approve course substitutions both ways. 

What is the process for requesting substitutions? 
The first step is to find your degree or certificate below and then email Steve Isachsen 
(sisachsen@miracosta.edu) or Rick Cassoni (rcassoni@miracosta.edu) to discuss your options.  After 
discussing and coming up with a plan, you will need to fill out a Petition for Course Substitution/Waiver form. 

 

Prior to Fall 2018 Who to Contact 
Computer Applications Professional for Business Steve Isachsen 
Computer Studies Steve Isachsen 
E-Commerce Steve Isachsen 
Network and Desktop Systems Administration Rick Cassoni 
Certified Computer Desktop Support Specialist Rick Cassoni 
Microsoft Certified Specialist for Business Steve Isachsen 
Computer Applications User Steve Isachsen 
Computer Competencies for the Workplace  Steve Isachsen 
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Emerging Technologies in Computer Studies Steve Isachsen 
Fall 2018 – Spring 2019 
Business Information Worker (BIW) Steve Isachsen 
Business Productivity Software Applications Steve Isachsen 
Internet and E-Commerce Steve Isachsen 
Information Technology Steve Isachsen 
Tech Support Rick Cassoni 
Management Information Systems Rick Cassoni 
Systems Administration Rick Cassoni 
Cyber Security Rick Cassoni 
Certiport IC3 Digital Literacy Steve Isachsen 
Business Productivity Software Applications Essentials  Steve Isachsen 
Certiport Microsoft Office Steve Isachsen 
Emerging Technologies Steve Isachsen 
CompTIA Core Essentials Rick Cassoni 

What is the difference between the different types of degrees and certificates? 
Certificates of Proficiency:  These are short-term certificates that introduce you to a subject area.  They are 
often the first step for a student who wants exposure to a field or can also be used as a way for a student to 
climb a career ladder.  In all cases, courses completed for these certificates can also be applied to one of our 
Degrees or Certificates of Achievement. 

Certificates of Achievement:  These have been developed in collaboration with employers to prepare 
students for work in specific career areas.  As a capstone to your course work and to prepare you to get a job, 
all of our Certificates of Achievement require students to choose between a course in IT Career Exploration 
and Portfolio Development, Professional Certification Preparation, Internship Studies, or Occupational Work 
Experience.   The Career Center will also be an important resource for you. 

Degrees:  We have 8 Associate in Science (AS) Degrees that integrate a student’s Certificate of Achievement 
competencies for their specific career interest and give students a wide breadth of General Education in 
language and reasoning, natural sciences, humanities, social and behavioral sciences, lifelong learning, 
cultural diversity, and American institutions and history.   

Transferring for a Bachelor’s Degree:  All of our courses are CSU transferrable and some are UC 
transferrable.  In addition, three of our courses (CSIT 123, CSIT 160, CSIT 165) are approved for meeting the 
CSU (Plan B) and UC (Plan C) general education pattern requirements.  Finally, all of our Degrees offer a 
transfer pathway to one or more four-year universities.  Please consult with a Counselor at the Transfer 
Center for more specific guidance given the specific four-year institution you wish to attend. 

Where can I get answers to more questions I have? 
Your Academic or Transfer Center Counselor is a great source of information.  In addition, please feel free to 
reach out to CSIT Department Faculty Steve Isachsen or Rick Cassoni: 

Steve Isachsen 
sisachsen@miracosta.edu 
760-757-2121 x6392 
OC4812 

Rick Cassoni 
rcassoni@miracosta.edu 
760-757-2121 x6369 
OCT111 
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