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LAY LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP 
The last of three regional Lay Leadership workshops entitled “Baptism and Communion” has been sched-
uled and you are invited to attend.  These workshops are meant to be interactive in learning style and 
learn first-hand how to expand their service in ministry.  The cost for these one-day workshops is $25.00 
and includes a continental breakfast and lunch.  June 24 at Ascension, Torrance. All workshops are from 
8:30 am—3:00 pm.  Registration Packet 

HEALTH MINISTRY FOCUS: Coping with Stress  
Ron Herman, Parish Nurse 
I recently moved from my home of 30 years. The work involved in preparing the house for sale, 
packing and moving in a short period of time was extremely stressful, physically, mentally and 
emotionally. There are many events in our life which can produce extreme stress, from every day 
events to severe trauma, and this stress can threaten our health. The Holmes-Rahe Life Stress In-
ventory is one tool that can be used to assess the level of stress in your life. CDC has recommen-
dations for helping to reduce stress that may be of value to you parishioners. For more infor-
mation: (insert article). For additional information beyond this article, visit cdc.gov. 
 
Convocation News: Planning continues for the fall convocations. More concrete information will 
be presented next month. I am still accepting suggestions for topics. 

SOUND SYSTEM AVAILABLE   
Christ Lutheran Church and School, Costa Mesa has recently upgraded their sanctuary sound sys-
tem and is making the old one available to a PSD congregation.  Items include: a 7 speaker Com-
munity Cluster, Set of Crown Amplifiers (does not include rack), older 32 channel analog Yamaha 
Mixing Console. For more information please contact Director of Music and Worship, Mr. Chris 
Peterson - mr.peterson@christcm.org or 949-631-1611. Needs to find a home by the end of June.  

http://media.wix.com/ugd/ed3257_81524a4f9de84ba9a8d6893ecc448e7a.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/
mailto:mr.peterson@christcm.org


NEVER TO EARLY TO THINK ABOUT BEING A PETAL PUSHERS  
Imagine being a Petal Pusher® during December 2017, decorating Tournament of Roses Parade 
floats! Decorating dates expected to be on Saturdays plus the days between Christmas and New 
Year’s. Participants include youths 13 years or older, seniors well into their nineties plus all types 
of groups. The Lutheran Hour Ministries float, the only Christian float in the parade, is entitled: 
Bringing Christ to the Nations. Watch for all the details and then sign up here.  

GREAT COMMISSION SUMMIT 2017  
Over the last century, the center of attention in the Chris-
tian world has shifted inexorably away from Europe and 
North America, southward, to Africa and Latin America, 
and eastward, toward Asia. Today, the largest Christian 
communities on the planet are to be found in those re-
gions. While the US church is on the decline, the population 
is growing rapidly due to immigration. Within this immi-
grant population was a surprising number of Christians. Ac-
cording to Pew Research, 74% of an estimated 42,810,000 
immigrants to the US were Christian. The goal of the Con-
cordia University Irvine Great Commission Summit is to 
bring Christian leaders from around the globe to teach us 
about God's work outside the North American region so 
that we may better work within our rapidly changing com-
munities. GCS2017 will give an opportunity to hear about 
God's work from  church leaders in the Global South. To 
register for GCS2017 being held June 22-23 at Concordia 
University Irvine, click here. 

FALL PASTORS’ CONFERENCE  
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN 
Register now for the 2017 Fall  

Pastors' Conference being 
held September 24-27 at 

the DoubleTree Hotel Golf Resort 
Palm Springs Area, Cathedral City.  

OUTREACH BOOTH VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
The 2018 Petal Pushers® Rose Parade Float, entitled Bringing Christ to the Nations, provides 
many opportunities for witness conversations.  Petal Pusher® Outreach Booth Volunteers will     
distribute materials describing the huge difference Jesus can make in the life of every person in 
the world. There are many opportunities to witness one’s faith before, during and after the        
parade.  For information regarding how to become a Petal Pusher® Outreach Booth Volunteer,  
contact Ed Stelling at kuwaa513@att.net. 

PSD YOUTH MINISTRY EVENTS                              
2017-2018 

Focus - 9th-12th grade  
November 3-5, 2017 @ Tonto Rim Christian Camp 
Jr. High DYG - 6th-8th grade  
March 10-11, 2018 @ Concordia University Irvine 
The Summit - 4th-6th grade  
April 14, 2018 @ Crean Lutheran High School 

http://volunteer.petalpushers.org/
http://www.cui.edu/en-us/church-relations/great-commission-summit
http://www.psd-lcms.org/copy-of-coming-soon
mailto:kuwaa513@att.net


YOUNG ADULT SERVANT EVENT 
The 2017 Orange Nation Young Adult Servant Event will take place in Austin, TX July20-23!  Through 
Christ’s Love, and not of ourselves, we will serve the Austin community. We will be working with LINC  
Austin to engage the area in service and grace.  For further information and to register, click here.   

FOOTSTEPS OF LUTHER TOUR   
Pastor and Sue Pierce of Bullhead City, Arizona will be hosting a 12-day tour in the footsteps of Luther in      
Germany September 27 – October 8, leaving from either Las Vegas or Bullhead City. For information, please 
contact  Pastor Pierce at 928-234-4277 or Pastorpierce@me.com or click on link at www.stjohnbhc.org 

INSTITUTE ON LITURGY, PREACHING & CHURCH MUSIC  
LCMS Worship's Institute on Liturgy, Preaching and Church Music will be held July 25–28 at Concordia         
University Chicago. This triennial event offers pastors, church musicians, and all who are passionate about 
the Church's worship an opportunity to be refreshed in Word, song, and prayer together with opportuni-
ties to grow in skills that enhance the joy of the people of God in the reception of His gifts. For more infor-
mation, contact the LCMS at 888-843-5267 or infocenter@lcms.org. 

REFORMATION BACKPACK JOURNEY  
Former Prof. Adam Lee, founder of Around-the-World Semester (CUI), and Rev. Richard Ross will host a 15
-day Reformation Tour, August 1-15, 2017. Price: $2,195. Registration deadline is July 1st. Contact Rev. 
Ross at 714-334-1252 or newredshoe@gmail.com or check out educontravel.com/reformation-roadtrip. 

NEW LCMS CLINICAL PASTORAL EDUCATION PROGRAM  
A new, all LCMS Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) program is being offered online to ordained and com-
missioned ministers. The program will be taught by CPE supervisors Rev. Jeffery Scheer of Lutheran Senior 
Services CPE, and Rev. Joel Hempel, interim director, ONM Specialized Pastoral Ministry. The program will 
start the week of July 10 and be offered from 4:00 pm – 9:00 pm CT. For more information contact Jef-
fery.Scheer@LSSLiving.org, or Joel.Hempel@lcms.org. 

MISSION CENTRAL VISITS THE WEST COAST 
If you haven’t heard of Mission Central, Gary Thies, or Rev. Dr. Brent Smith, you will be amazed to hear 
how this predominately volunteer organization, located on a farm in Iowa, has become the largest mission 
supporting agency for LCMS missionaries in 80 countries across the globe.   God has surely blessed their 
efforts in carrying out the Great Commission!   September 30—October 1 the LWML at Emanuel Lutheran 
Church, Santa Barbara is hosting Rev. Dr. Brent Smith as speaker to tell us all about it!  Everyone is invited.  
More information will follow about the program.  Inquiries may be made by calling Becky Johnson at 805-
687-9627 or Jan Scheffler at 805-964-4909. 

LUTHERAN NIGHT AT DODGER STADIUM 

Join family and friends for a fundraiser to benefit Lutheran Social Services of Southern California. On Satur-
day, August 12 at 6:10 pm watch the Dodgers take on the Padres and help support LSS. To purchase tick-
ets, please visit dodgers.com/Lutheran. Pricing varies on seating area, a donation of LSS is included in the 
price of each ticket. For more information or to purchase 20 or more tickets please contact Britni Howze at 
323-224-1304 or at britnih@ladodgers.com.  

http://www.psdyouth.net/young-adult-servant-events.html
mailto:pastorpierce@me.com
http://www.stjohnbhc.org
mailto:infocenter@lcms.org
mailto:newredshoe@gmail.com
http://www.educontravel.com/reformation-roadtrip
mailto:jeffery.scheer@LSSLiving.org
mailto:jeffery.scheer@LSSLiving.org
mailto:Joel.Hempel@lcms.org
http://m.mlb.com/dodgers/tickets/special-events/lutheran-night
mailto:britnih@ladodgers.com


Prayer Requests 
Deacon Stuart Craig will be having open heart aortal valve replacement on Thursday, June 15. 

Praise Reports 
Rev. Herman W. & Dicie Mueller will celebrate their 70th Wedding Anniversary June 21.  They began their 
married life in Sweet Home, Oregon.  After serving parishes in the five Western States, they retired in  
Connecticut to be near our family.  They now live in Middletown, CT. in Assisted Living.  Herman is          
recovering from an infected foot.   He continues to be sharp mentally, and a wonderful person. Dicie is 
blessed with good legs, arms, and mind.  We give thanks to our Heavenly Father.  We do miss the         
Northwest and Southwest.  We send the Lord's blessings to 
all who gave us blessed memories in the past. 
Rev. Kinh Vu was installed at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,  
Garden Grove on Sunday, June 11. 
North Valley Christian Academy (LCMS High School in      
Phoenix, AZ) construction on their new facility is nearing 
completion. They have experienced a 75% increase in enroll-
ment for next year! We are blessed with so many new stu-
dents and families who will be joining our school community.  

Installations 
Rev. Joseph Beran will be installed at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Santa Clarita on Sunday, June 18 at 3:00 
pm. All are welcome!  Pastors are invited to participate and should wear red stoles.  
Rev. William Carney will be installed at Christ Lutheran Church, Coolidge on Sunday, June 18 at 3:00 pm. 
Your prayers and presence are requested. Pastors and Rostered Leaders are invited to vest, color of day. 
Rev. Aaron Andrew Pingel will be installed at Zion Lutheran Church, Fallbrook. The staff and members of 
Zion cordially invite you to attend the Installation on Sunday, June 25 at 3:00 pm.  Immediately following 
will be a reception and dinner to welcome Pastor Pingel and his family.  Pastors are invited to participate 
and should wear red stoles.  Please RSVP to 760-728-8288 by June 22.  

Rev. Dr. Edward Ambrose – vascular disease/orthopedic problems 
Jo Ambrose – fighting bone cancer 
Rev. Bill Bartlett – fighting cancer 
Rachel Brunold — fighting cancer 
Rev. Greg Fairow  - recovering from a stroke 
Kim Francisco, –  fighting cancer 
Rev. Roy Gesch – macular degeneration 
Rev. Gerald Gettis – fighting myeloma 
David Hendry  – suffering from dementia 
Rev. Ray Kibler – fighting immunodeficiency disease and cancer  
Rev. Jim Lareva - fighting cancer of the esophagus 

Submit Prayer Requests  to Kelly DeJongh at kelly.dejongh@psd-lcms.org 

Continued Prayers  
We pray for all congregations and schools currently in the calling process. 

Jenny Lawson - fighting cancer 
Rev. Ron Rehrer - recovering from foot surgery 
Joy Rodriguez - recovering from heart-bypass surgery  
Jonathan Schilling – fighting cancer 
Phillip Taylor - fighting cancer 
Rev. Hal Teuscher – fighting cancer 
Rev. Gary Trickey  - fighting cancer 

mailto:kelly.dejongh@psd-lcms.org


Contact Us 
Subscribe to eNews:  Keep up-to-date on happenings in the Pacific Southwest District as well as 
resources for congregations; installations and ordinations; and prayer requests. Send an email to 
psdenews@psd-lcms.org with the words “subscribe” in the subject line. 

Job Site:  Access information on jobs available in Pacific Southwest District congregations and 
schools. The Job Site can be accessed on the PSD website. Subscribe to bi-weekly email notifica-
tion by sending an email to psdenews@psd-lcms.org with the words “Job Site subscription” in the 
subject line. 

Submit News, Information & Job Postings:  Email psdenews@psd-lcms.org with the ‘who, what, 
when, where, and why’ of the news item or job posting. Items must be received by 2:00 pm 
Wednesday in order to be included in the next issue.   

NEW DISTRICT WEBSITE  
We are excited to announce the launching of our new District website! 
Same address, new look. We hope you will take some time and check it 
out. You will also notice a new District logo. This logo will begin to be    
integrated into District publications. Both the new website and the new 
logo were designed in conjunction with Concordia University Irvine     
marketing students and District staff.  

ONE MINUTE: “Feeling Good: New Mood Therapy”  
Depression and anxiety affects millions of Americans. It impacts church worker families too. A pastor suf-
fers in emotional pain. A pastor’s wife finds herself on an emotional roller coaster. An adolescent in a 
church worker family secretly thinks about ending his or her life. Some symptoms of depression include 
loss of appetite, loss of pleasure, difficulty concentrating, lack of energy, sadness, feeling ‘blue’ and loss of 
purpose.  Sometimes suicidal thoughts cross one’s mind. Anxious feelings sometimes overwhelm.  Racing 
thought overcome normalcy. A useful ’self-help’ book I recommend is the best-selling “Feeling Good: The 
New Mood Therapy” by Dr. David Burns. Many of my church worker clients have found it extremely help-
ful.  Burns believes “feelings” are created from our thoughts; these troubling thoughts cause us depression 
and anxiety. He describes “ten” categories of thinking that leads to downward emotions (i.e., all or noth-
ing thinking, jumping to conclusions, etc.) His ‘three column” exercise is a simple and powerful tool to get 
one to feeling better and ‘feeling good’ again. While he supports use of anti-depressant or anti-anxiety 
medication, if you don’t want to take medications, this book invites readers to learn how to combat nega-
tive emotions without drugs. For additional help and resources, contact Rev. Ron Rehrer, Counselor for 
Church Workers at 949-433-5182 or at ron@ronrehrer.com. 
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