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ABOUT TESSA
YA Author, Jr. Agent, YA Acquisitions Editor
Tessa Emily Hall writes inspirational yet authentic
YA fiction to show teens they’re not alone. The
debut novel she penned at 16-years-old, PURPLE
MOON (Lighthouse Publishing of the Carolinas)
was a Selah 2014 Finalist. Her second YA novel,
UNWRITTEN MELODY, released with Clean
Reads fall 2016. Her passion for shedding light on
clean entertainment and media for teens lead her to
a career as a Jr. Agent at Hartline Literary Agency,
YA Acquisitions Editor for Illuminate YA (LPC
imprint), and Founder/Editor of
PursueMagazine.net. She writes in a small town
nestled between the Blue Ridge Mountains and
Southeastern coast. Her favorite way to
procrastinate is by connecting with readers on her
blog, mailing list, social media (@tessaemilyhall),
and website: www.tessaemilyhall.com.

PROPOSED WORKSHOPS

Publication
Understand How to Navigate Today’s Publishing Industry
Multiple challenges present today’s aspiring author in their quest for publication. What’s
a platform? How can I write a book that attracts the attention of an agent, and when
should I begin pitching? In this workshop, I will break down the publishing process into
simple, manageable steps. Aspiring authors will come away from this workshop with
goals they’ve created that will aid them in their journey and will potentially bring them to
their publication destination.

How to Sell Your Book to an Agent: What to Do and What to Avoid
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It’s no easy feat to attract the attention of a literary agent, especially when it seems as
though they’re searching for a reason to reject your manuscript. (Which isn’t a far stretch
from the truth!) How can your submission stand out in the midst of an agent’s slush pile?
What you can you do to avoid having your submission deleted as soon as the agent opens
your email? Come to this workshop and discover how you can increase your chances of
signing with a literary agent.

Writing Ideas & Inspiration
Yoga For the Writer’s Imagination
Story ideas can be found anywhere—in a song, photograph, film, writing prompt,
painting, newspaper article, etc. This workshop will help you not only tap into your
imagination but will also encourage you to seek out story ideas on a daily basis. By
participating in the writing exercises presented during this workshop, your inner artist
will be stretched, challenged, refreshed, and rejuvenated—like a yoga class for your
imagination.

Art & Craft of Writing
Deepen Your Story with Deep POV
When we write our books in a shallow POV rather than in deep POV, we risk a “cricket
chirping” response from our readers. We’re narrating a story that could come across as
much more powerful if we chose to instead invite the reader to experience it. In this
workshop, you’ll learn how to bring your writing to the next level by incorporating deep
POV techniques that will bring your story world to life, allow your readers to feel the
emotions, and invite them to connect with your POV characters on a much deeper level.

First Person Narrative: Become Your Character & Connect with Your
Reader
First person narrative is currently the most popular style of writing in MG and YA
novels, and yet it’s often the most difficult form for writers to establish. This class
provides exercises and tips that will help writers tap into a first person narrative while
developing the voice of their protagonist(s). We’ll discuss the process of unveiling story
through 1st person, the benefits of writing in 1st person as opposed to 3rd, and how you
can avoid the most common mistakes writers make while writing in this type of narrative.
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Lessons on Characterization that Novelists Can Adapt from Actors
Method acting techniques can help writers connect with their characters on a deeper level
and bring them into mindset. In this workshop, I’ll share techniques I’ve learned as an
actress that have also aided me in developing characters for my novels. Even if you have
zero acting experience, these techniques can help you step into your characters’ shoes and
ultimately portray realistic, well-rounded characters.

YA Christian Fiction: What Teens Really Want to Hear—and What
They Don’t
Books are powerful tools when it comes to reaching lost youth. However, teens aren’t
searching for a sermon when they pick up a novel; they’re seeking a story and escapism.
In this workshop, Tessa will discuss how you can deliver a story that appeals to the heart
of youth, all the while avoiding major pitfalls that YA Christian fiction writers tend to
make.

Build Your Own Writing Education
It’s not necessary for aspiring authors to attain a degree in Creative Writing. However, it
is necessary that they have at least some form of writing education before they begin to
seek publication. How is this possible? In this workshop, I’ll help writers discover ways
they can grow into their craft and excel in their career. We’ll discuss the areas that are
most crucial to study in fiction writing, publishing, and the writer’s life in general. You’ll
come away from this workshop with lists of resources and ideas that will enable you to
build your own writing education—without having to pay back student loans.

The Balancing Act: Write Powerful Christian Fiction Without
Preaching
No one wants to hear a sermon when they pick up a Christian fiction novel. So how can
we, as writers who long to minister through Christian fiction, write a powerful story that
points others to Christ? How can CBA authors draw a line between coming across as “too
preachy” and watering down the spiritual element? In this workshop, you will learn how
to write stories that portray authentic characters with real issues, all the while staying true
to the Christian fiction genre.

Mastering the 5 Variations of Show vs. Tell
We’ve all been told to “show” our writing rather than tell it, yet this seems to remain the
most difficult technique for writers to master. Perhaps it’s because we’re showing in
some areas of our writing yet telling in others. In this workshop, I’ll discuss the five
variations of showing vs. telling and how you can bring your story to life by mastering
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these techniques. Be sure to bring a 1000-word sample of your writing that you don’t
mind revising and possibly sharing with the class (optional).

Common Mistakes Newbie Writers Make in Their Manuscripts
Agents and editors can spot an amateur writer immediately. Avoid the common newbie
writer mistakes that we’ll discuss in this workshop and you’ll be more likely to attract the
attention of an agent or editor.

Editing & Revision
Refining Your Manuscript & “Refinding” its Magic
Editing is typically a writer’s worst nightmare, but it doesn’t have to be. What if, instead,
you looked forward to the process of re-discovering the magic of your story and
enhancing its readability? Come to this workshop and I’ll teach you how to approach the
editing stage with enthusiasm. We’ll also discuss the many stages of self-editing, tips on
how to approach your manuscript with a fresh mindset, and how you can remain
passionate about the story while you edit—all the while not losing your mind in the
process.

Marketing & Platform
Glorify God While Promoting Yourself
Today’s author must understand the importance of promoting themselves when it comes
time to release their books. But as a Christian writer, our goal in writing is ultimately to
bring glory to God. How can we stay true to this vision and keep a humble attitude while
standing in the spotlight? This workshop will give you practical marketing tips that will
enable your promotional efforts to point to Christ. Furthermore, I’ll challenge your
marketing perspective and awaken a desire to promote yourself in a way that upkeeps
your vision—to give Him glory in your writing career.

Create & Maintain a Blog to Build a Readership
These days, aspiring authors should have an online platform before they begin pitching to
agents and editors. But how is it possible to build a readership before releasing a book? In
this workshop, I will help fiction and non-fiction writers alike understand the basics of
blogging and its multiple benefits. I’ll share mistakes and lessons I’ve learned through 7+
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years of writing my award-winning blog, ChristIsWrite.blogspot.com. By the end of this
workshop, you should be ready to create a blog that will establish your brand and target
your core readership—both of which will play key roles in building your online platform.

Build a Platform & Increase Chances of Publication
Building a platform from the ground up—is it possible? Does it really make a difference
when it comes time to pitch to an agent or publisher? In this class you’ll learn what a
platform is and how it plays a vital role in your quest for publication. We’ll discuss the
steps you can take every day to build an impressive platform and secrets that will help
you engage with an audience—all the while protecting your all-important writing time.

Engage a Readership in an Instant with Instagram
Instagram has become one of the most popular social media platforms for pre-teens and
teens. How can authors use this powerful tool to build their platform and market their
books? Come to this workshop and discover tools and secrets that will expand your
Instagram reach and engage your core audience.

Create Book Buzz by Coordinating a Blog Tour
Blog tours are a powerful online marketing strategy that could play a vital role in
generating buzz surrounding the release of your book. For each book release of mine,
I’ve found great success through coordinating my own 30-stop blog tours. In this
workshop, I’ll walk you through the process of finding bloggers, preparing creative
material that supports your book, and offer tools that will help to keep it organized—all
the while coordinating a blog tour that will bring readers flocking to your latest release.

Writing as a Business
Make a Living From Writing: The Entrepreneurial Mindset for
Today’s Writer
Making a living from writing isn’t impossible. Changes that the publishing industry has
presented us with over the past decade have provided authors with several avenues
through which they can publish their books, attract an audience, and develop multiple
streams of income. In this workshop, I will help today’s writer uncover ways they can
pursue a career of writing by developing an entrepreneurial mindset.

Writing Reflections
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Worshipping Our Creator Through our Creations
We were created to create. Even when writing becomes our career, we can still use it as a
means to spend time with our Creator and to glorify Him through the process. He ignited
this flame of creativity into us, and we should offer it back to Him in the form of worship.
During this workshop, you’ll be inspired to offer your daily writing sessions as a sacrifice
of worship to God and learn how spending time with Him can help you tap into your
God-given creativity. Thus, not only will you draw closer to Him during this process,
you’ll enable your readers to come to know Him as well.

Teen Writers
Below are workshops specifically for teen writers. I am also willing to offer
these workshops as continuing classes.
Teen Writers: You’re Never Too Young to Begin Your Writing Journey
When I began my writing journey at 15-years-old, I soon discovered that adults had
differing opinions about teen writers. While most were supportive, others advised that I
stay away from pursuing the writing journey until later in life. In this workshop, I’ll give
a brief overview of my writing journey—including how I received a publishing contract
at 16-years-old—and discuss the pros and cons of pursuing writing at an early age.

Teen Writers: Fool an Agent or Editor into Thinking You’re an Adult!
“You write good … for your age.” Have you ever received this comment? While it
certainly is a compliment, you might also find it a little insulting—especially if you’re
striving to pursue writing professionally. In this session, I’ll share secrets I learned as a
teen author that helped me gain respect and attention from professionals in the industry.
You’ll learn how to write like a pro by avoiding amateur mistakes, ways you can stay
updated on the industry, and how to gain experience for your writing resume. Then, when
it comes time to submit your book to an agent or editor, you’ll shock them when they
realize you’re only a teen—that is, after you’ve already signed the contract.

Teen Writers: Should You Pursue Publication or Simply Prep for it?
Is it potentially harmful for a teen writer to pursue publication at an early age? How can
teen writers make the decision between pursuing publication or simply prepping for it
(then pursuing it at a later age)? In this workshop you’ll hear the pros and cons of both
sides of this equation. I’ll also share my own publishing journey as a teen and discuss
mistakes I made as a teenage writer and how you can avoid making the same ones. You’ll
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walk away from this session geared with the necessary steps you should take as a teenage
writer—whether you plan to prepare for or pursue publication.

PROPOSED CONTINUING CLASSES

Write the Story of Your Heart: The Art & Structure of Story-Telling
Is writing still an art, and if so, why are writers required to follow a list of “rules” and
certain plot guidelines? In this continuing class, you will learn why structure is important,
when it’s okay to break the rules, and how you can combine passion and structure to
compose the story of your heart. I will walk you through the three stages of writing a
novel: discovering the story of your heart, crafting memorable characters, and unveiling
your story in a plot structure that works.
v Class 1 - Discover the Story of Your Heart: Writing is an art, and if you
want to connect with your readers then it’s important to write from the heart
rather than solely based on a list of rules. In this hands-on class, you’ll have
permission to forget everything you know about writing (for the time being)
and return to why you are passionate about your story. You’ll receive
handouts that will help you identify the types of stories you love, your
interests, areas you’re familiar with, and how you can incorporate these
elements into your story. You’ll also create a list of reasons why you’re
passionate about this story, which will come in handy when you hit a
writer’s block.
v Class 2 - Craft Memorable & Likeable Characters: Without a likeable
protagonist, your readers won’t care to follow their journey. That’s why it’s
necessary for novelists to spend an adequate amount of time developing
memorable and likeable characters before they launch into writing the book.
In this class I’ll help you get to know the heart of your character through
interview questions and journaling prompts. You’ll also discover five key
ingredients to keep in mind when crafting your characters.
v Class 3 - Plotting the Journey of Your Protagonist: Once you’ve
understood the kind of story you want to tell and have crafted your main
character(s), the plot should begin to unveil itself. In this class, I’ll help you
understand the basics of plotting and how you can create your own plot
structure—one that will bring life to the story of your heart.

Before You Begin to Cook: Choosing and Prepping your Story’s
Ingredients

Tessa Emily Hall || tessa@hartlineliterary.com

Often, writers lose focus while writing their story because they begin “cooking it” before
they’ve gathered and combined their ingredients. Even if you’re a panster and write the
book as you go, it’s wise to keep track of your story—where it’s been, where it is
currently, and where it’s headed—while you write. In this continuing class, I’ll share tips,
tricks, resources, and products that will gather your story’s ingredients and keep them
organized as you write. That way, you won’t risk cooking a story that’s tasteless,
undercooked, overcooked … or without seasoning.
v Class 1 – Selecting the Ingredients - Brainstorming Your
Novel: Brainstorming is often a writer’s favorite part of the writing process.
Any thing is possible during this stage. Yet it can also be one of the most
messiest stages of the writing process. Where did you write down that plot
thread idea? What was that awesome character name that you thought of the
other day? In this class, I’ll help you brainstorm ideas for your novel, teach
you how to develop an intriguing premise, and walk you through the process
of keeping your story ingredients organized.
v Class 2 – Writing the Recipe - Planning Your Novel: Pansters are known
for creating their recipe by the seat of their pants—no formula required.
Although this is an acceptable way to approach the writing process, it’ll save
a lot of stress—and time—if you write your recipe before beginning to cook
(even if you end up neglecting this later on). In this class, you’ll learn how to
plan your book’s details before you begin writing the novel. That way, when
it’s time to start making the dish, you’ll have a basic recipe to follow and
won’t become lost in the details. Doing this will also help you plan for your
future book proposal—yes, even before the story’s in the oven.
v Class 3 – Combining the Ingredients - Creating a Plot Outline: Now that
you have your story components and a basic recipe to follow, it’s time to
start combining your ingredients. This is the final step before you have time
to put your story in the oven and watch it come to life. In this class, I’ll show
you how I outline my novels and help you discover the type of outlining
method that matches your personality and preference. You’ll also learn about
several outlining programs and apps that will make the process of outlining
your story a breeze.

