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CHARLOTTESVILLE: MATH LESSON OVERVIEW 
DAY 1 
Intro 

• Intro to topic, read and respond to the NCTM’s response to Charlottesville 
• Very basic background on Charlottesville with a few images from each 
• Defining race and racism (individual vs. institutional) 
• [handout] Public’s views on race in America—as a group: review four charts and fill out 

table responding to questions about each graph/chart 
• 30 minute break: 

o Read Pollock – 2017 – Standing Up Against Hate 
o Read ResponsiveClassrooms.org – First Days of School 
o Read Teaching Tolerance – Civil Discourse in the Classroom (pp. 17-19) 

from https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/civil-discourse-in-the-
classroom 

o Record at least three things that stood out to you in the readings 
• Discuss readings and make a chart with some discussion norms 

School Segregation 
• Next week we’re going to look at one aspect of structural racism in America: school 

segregation. 
• [handout] Fill out KWL (first page only) – collect and return next time 

Homework 
• On inclusive and socially just classrooms 

o Watch this video from Teaching Tolerance (specifically this professional 
development lesson) 

o Read these Seven Principles for Inclusive Education (found here) 
o Teaching Tolerance’s Social Justice Standards (read through page 7) 

• On school segregation 
o Read this Frontline piece on school segregation 
o Read this article on school segregation in Ohio 

• Optional readings/materials on educational responses to Charlottesville 
o Valarie Strauss on Charlottesville with the Answer Sheet at the Washington Post 

(FYI, the Answer Sheet column is one of the few mainstream media outlets that 
consistently has a strong, research-based view of educational issues--it often has 
guest writers who are experts in the field and/or experienced educators) 

o NPR's Resources For Educators To Use In The Wake Of Charlottesville 
o #CharlottesvilleCurriculum on Twitter 
o This Charlottesville Syllabus 

• Optional information on the events in Charlottesville: 
o [Graphic language and violent images, including a car running into a crowd of 

anti-protesters] Vice documentary on the protests 
o A summary of Trump's comments on Charlottesville 

http://www.nctm.org/News-and-Calendar/Messages-from-the-President/Archive/Matt-Larson/A-Response-to-Charlottesville/
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/summer-2017/standing-up-against-hate
https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/the-first-days-of-school/
https://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/2017-07/Civil_Discourse_in_the_Classroom_0.pdf
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/civil-discourse-in-the-classroom
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/civil-discourse-in-the-classroom
https://vimeo.com/80839363
https://www.tolerance.org/
https://www.tolerance.org/professional-development/critical-practices-for-antibias-education-teacher-leadership
https://www.tolerance.org/professional-development/critical-practices-for-antibias-education-teacher-leadership
https://tanenbaum.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/ED-Seven-Principles-NEW.pdf
https://tanenbaum.org/programs/education/tanenbaums-pedagogy/
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/social-justice-standards-the-teaching-tolerance-antibias-framework
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/the-return-of-school-segregation-in-eight-charts/
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/education/2014/05/16/years-brown-race-schools-remain/9202509/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2017/08/13/the-first-thing-teachers-should-do-when-school-starts-is-talk-about-hatred-in-america-heres-help/?utm_term=.3765cdbdd764
http://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2017/08/14/543390148/resources-for-educators-to-use-the-wake-of-charlottesville?utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=npr&utm_term=nprnews&utm_content=20170814
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23CharlottesvilleCurriculum&src=tyah
https://medium.com/@UVAGSC/the-charlottesville-syllabus-9e01573419d0
https://news.vice.com/story/vice-news-tonight-full-episode-charlottesville-race-and-terror
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-defends-organizers-of-white-supremacist-rally-in-charlottesville/2017/08/15/de01ff66-81f9-11e7-902a-2a9f2d808496_story.html?tid=a_inl&utm_term=.0b16a52f16b4
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o How some TV hosts reacted to Trump's comments 
o Opinion piece about differences between George Washington and Robert E. Lee 
o Atlantic article on the role of anti-Semitism in the protests 
o CNN article looking at when Confederate monuments have been erected over 

time 

DAY 2 
• Read first two pages of If America were a Village and list some of other pages 

o Normally after this I would have you represent some of the data from the book, 
but instead we’re going to come back to this and represent data from Cincinnati 
schools a little bit later. 

• Brief background on Brown, Brown II, and more recent cases 
• [handout] Work as a group on the task: represent racial demographics for whole district 

and four different schools 
• Share representations (gallery walk to save time or each group presents) 
• Final discussion 

Homework 
• Explore some of these Teaching Tolerance resources for talking about race in early 

childhood 
• Read NEPC (2013) Moving Beyond Tracking (possibly save for later in semester) 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/15/business/media/wow-stunned-tv-hosts-reacted-in-real-time-to-trump.html?mcubz=1
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/commentary/ct-george-washington-lee-slavery-20170820-story.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/08/nazis-racism-charlottesville/536928/
http://www.cnn.com/2017/08/16/us/confederate-monuments-backlash-chart-trnd/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2017/08/16/us/confederate-monuments-backlash-chart-trnd/index.html
https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/lessons?f%5B0%5D=facet_lesson_grade_level%3A35&f%5B1%5D=facet_lesson_topic%3A1
https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/lessons?f%5B0%5D=facet_lesson_grade_level%3A35&f%5B1%5D=facet_lesson_topic%3A1
http://nepc.colorado.edu/files/pb-options-10-tracking.pdf
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