
Are you 
a Eurostar?
The Eurostars research programme is aimed 
at research performing  small- and medium-
sized enterprises with international market 
potential. Danish participants are co-funded 
by the Danish Council for Research and 
Innovation (RTI) and the EU Framework 
Programme for Research and Technological 
Development. 



Are you a Eurostar? You may very well be 
one if you work in a small company that 
plans to develop a product or service in 
cooperation with a partner abroad.

Danish enterprises may receive up to 
€300,000 for their share of a Eurostar 
project, which is a joint research and de-
velopment project with international 
market potential.  

Total funding often reaches between 
€1 million and €1.5 million because the 
foreign partners also receive support from 
their countries. 

Hence, Eurostars grants considerable 
financial support to research-performing 
SMEs for the benefit of themselves and the 
societies to which they contribute with jobs, 
growth, exports and advanced products.

Eurostars is a pan-European research 
programme aimed at research-performing 
SMEs with up to 250 employees. Other 
SMEs, research institutes and large enter-
prises may also participate. However, at 
least 50% of the project must be carried out 
by the participating research-performing 
SMEs. 

Eurostars has existed since 2008. The 
results achieved by the programme in the 
intervening period are so promising that 
political support is expected in the future 
for significantly more projects than the 
current 150 Eurostars projects launched 
annually in Europe.

From the beginning of 2014, a tripling of 

the total budget of Eurostars seems likely. 
The total funding budget is expected to 
amount to approximately €1.2 billion from 
2014 to 2020, equivalent to €160 million 
annually. About two-thirds will be funded 
by participating member countries. 

To this should be added the same 
amount from private co-funding. Overall, 
the stage is set for a massive strengthening 
of the R&D of SMEs in Europe. 

The Eurostars programme is notewor-
thy. In addition to funds, the programme 
offers a set-up that is fine-tuned to focus 
on the needs and reality of SMEs. It is 
relatively simple to apply, and enterprises 
can obtain funds for precisely the R&D 
projects that fit into their business plans. 

Unlike other programmes, Eurostars 
has no general political agenda that the 
enterprises must meet – other than coope-
rating internationally on new products, 
processes or services for an international 
market.

Would you like to do that? Read more 
about Eurostars on the following pages.

Behind Eurostars
The Eurostars programme is a joint 
initiative of the European Commission 
and EUREKA, in which presently 33 Eu-
ropean countries cooperate. EUREKA 
is working to increase productivity and 
competitiveness in European enterpri-
ses through new technological solu-
tions. 
Read more:
www.eurostars-eureka.eu
www.fivu.dk/eurostars

€1.5 to 2 million
is the average amount spent on R&D in 
a Eurostars project. At least 50 % of the 
project is carried by the research-inten-
sive  SMEs. Typically, a consortium con-
sists of three or four participants from 
two to three countries.

€1 becomes €6
When Danish taxpayers via the Danish 
Council for Research and Innovation are 
co-funding €1 to a Eurostars project, 
this typically results in €6 invested in 
research and innovation  in new pro-
ducts and services for the market. This 
is because the national contribution is 
supplemented by private co-funding, 
other national funding agencies and the 
European Commission.

Eurostars 
- a research programme 
for SMEs

stead of focusing on surviving. Eurostars 
is one of the best ways in which small 

enterprises can obtain funding, compared 
with most other ways to apply for funds 

from foundations and grants. The funds go 
directly to the enterprise and the project is 

defined in cooperation with the partners. 
There is so little administration. To a small 

enterprise, that’s really, really important.

Ulf Bech Christensen, CEO,
Pentabase, a biotech company 

in Odense. Five employees.
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To us, Eurostars means that 
we can focus on growing in-



Good support for brainwork
Anders Køhler is CEO of the company Floating Power 
Plant in Nakskov. The company is developing a float-
ing platform that produces both wave and wind energy. 
The first prototype is ready and connected to the power 
grid from its position in the sea off Lolland. 

Floating Power Plant cooperates with a Portuguese 
company, Critical Software, on a Eurostars project. To-
gether, they are creating a system that monitors the 
conditions on the platform by means of sensors. The 
information is used to plan maintenance that is as effi-
cient and cost-effective as possible, which is important 
to keep the price of power low and ensure operations. 
The power price must be competitive for customers to 
be interested in the platform when it is ready for the 
market, probably in three years. 

”Eurostars is a good programme to apply for when 
three or four enterprises have a knowledge-intensive 

project that is mainly to be carried out by brains in the 
enterprises. Payments are made in a simple and un-
bureaucratic manner at an hourly rate of DKK 600. We 
pay 50% and thus receive DKK 300 net, no questions 
asked, except for the annual check by our auditor. Our 
direct costs are almost covered through the high hourly 
overhead, and this is very unique. To us, the Eurostars 
project means that the software we need in order to sell 
the platform in future is being developed. To the Por-
tugese, the project means that they gain a foothold in 
the growing offshore industry, and that’s important to 
them.“

Eurostars project: E! 7091 - ICCM
Total project budget: 686,994 euro
RTI grant to Danish participant: 64,560 euro
Cooperating country: Portugal

PHOTO: FLOATING POWER PLANT

What is Eurostars? Eurostars is an inter-
national research and development pro-
gramme aimed at research-performing 
SMEs with up to 250 employees. 33 Euro-
pean countries participate and follow com-
mon guidelines. An international panel of 
experts evaluates all applications. The pro-
ject must then obtain funding from the na-
tional authorities. Individual countries are 
obliged first to support the highest-rated 
projects with money from the pool they 
have earmarked for Eurostars. In Den-
mark,  SMEs must fund 50% of their share 
of the project. 

Who can receive funding? Research-per-
forming participating SMEs from the 33 
Eurostars member countries can receive 
funding. Danish Eurostars participants can 
receive funding of up to €300,000 per pro-
ject. The consortium behind a project must 
consist of at least two participants from two 
different Eurostars countries. The consorti-
um is headed by a research-intensive SME. 
Other SMEs, universities, research institu-
tions and large enterprises may also par-
ticipate, but they must perform less than 
50% of the activities.

What are the eligibility criteria for the 
project? A Eurostars project can address 
all technology areas. It must have a clear, 
market-oriented profile and a civilian pur-
pose. It must have the purpose of develo-
ping a new product, process or service. The 

project must have a maximum duration of 
three years and, within two years of project 
completion, the product must be ready for 
marketing or phase 1 clinical trials (in the 
case of biotechnology projects). 

How long does it take before the pro-
ject can get started? Count on at least six 
months from application to project start. 
It may take up to five months from the ap-
plication deadline until you receive a reply 
from Eurostars. Then the project start de-
pends on how quickly the parties negotiate 
the consortium agreement, and which coun-
tries are involved in the cooperation. Den-
mark is one of the fastest countries to inform 
applicants whether they can receive funding. 
Administration differs greatly among the 
countries as does the project funding and 

the amount of national funds earmarked 
for Eurostars. This is why applicants are 
strongly advised to contact their national 
Eurostars points of contact prior to appli-
cation.

How much administration? Eurostars is 
unbureaucratic in comparison with other 
international research programmes. Every 
three or six months (the period is optional), 
Danish participants can submit a financi-
al report to the Danish Agency for Science, 
Technology and Innovation. An audit re-
port is submitted every year. Grants are 
paid on a reimbursement basis. Funds pri-
marily cover payroll expenses, calculated 
as 50% of a flat rate of €80 including over-
heads. The same flat rate applies to univer-
sities, but they can receive funding of up to 
75%. If a Danish research institute or a uni-
versity participate in a Eurostars project 
without a Danish SME, the public funding 
is reduced to 40% of the flat rate.

What is the 'hit rate'? Denmark gives high 
priority to Eurostars projects. Two thirds of 
approved projects have received co-funding 
in recent years. So far, national funding to 
Danish participants has been provided by 
the The Council for Research, Technology 
and Innovation. In future, national funding 
may also be provided by others. Some re-
gions have for example expressed interest 
in co-funding projects with participants 
from their own area. 
 

National points of contact
Eurostars has been created with a na-
tional contact point in all member coun-
tries. The national points of contact help 
with information about the programme 
and international coordination. 

Contact in Denmark:
Danish Agency for Science Technology 
and Innovation
The Eurostars Secretariate
Tel. + 45 3544 6200 
www.fivu.dk/eurostars

Questions and 
answers about 
Eurostars  



Charlotte Dyring is CEO of the biotech 
company ExpreS2ion Biotechnologies in 
Hørsholm and an experienced Eurostar. 
With funds from Eurostars, the company 
is developing a vaccine against pregnancy 
malaria in cooperation with a Dutch bio-
tech company, Mucosis, and the University 
of Copenhagen. Moreover, Charlotte Dy-
ring has experience from the international 
panel of experts that assesses Eurostars 
applications from all over Europe.

”I think that Eurostars is an interesting pro-
gramme because it provides the opportunity 
for cross-border cooperation. But apply-
ing involves much work, and the amount of 
funding you receive is relatively small, at 
least in relation to the costs in a biotech com-
pany. So, you must do it because it creates 
relations and possibilities that can be devel-
oped further,“ says Charlotte Dyring.

When is it a good idea to apply for funding?
”You must invest a lot of energy in the 
project, so it must be a project that’s consist-
ent with what you would have done sooner 
or later anyway. The project must focus on 
something you would very much like to de-
velop, but cannot do without external fund-
ing and with help from foreign partners.“

Does Eurostars give other advantages 
than money?
”Yes. There’s an impact beyond the money. 
There’s substantial knowledge-sharing, and 

the funding helps raise the profile of the en-
terprise with the outside world.“

What criteria are used in the assessment 
of applicants?
”You definitely have to write a good appli-
cation. You must have prepared your project 
carefully from all players’ perspectives. 
Preferably, you should also show that you’ve 
been able to run similar major projects. You 
need to get a high score at the rating to ob-
tain funding, and the best way to do that is 
if you’ve already shown that your project 
works to a certain level.“

Has ExpreS2ion received outside help for 
its applications?
”We have done both. When we received 
funding recently, we had prepared our own 
application. Five years ago, we had a firm 
helping us, and they prepared an excellent 
application. However, the business case was 
not advanced enough, so we didn’t receive 

any funding. It’s not necessary to hire a 
professional to write the application if you 
can explain yourself and write proper Eng-
lish. However, some may need help to write 
briefly and precisely. Moreover, the core of 
the project must be in place. You can’t write 
your way out of a project that isn’t good. But 
you may fail to describe a good project clear-
ly and miss out on funding.“ 

How long before the application deadline 
should applicants start?
”It takes at least two weeks on a full-time 
basis to write the application, so expect to 
start writing one month before the deadline 
at the latest. Before that, you need to have 
the project and the partners ready, and it can 
take months to find the perfect partner. First, 
they’re on a business trip, then you’re on a 
business trip. And you need to find time to 
discuss the project and prepare budgets.“

What kind of hassle should applicants 
prepare for?
”There is a risk that the project will come 
to nothing, although it has been approved 
and gets a good rating. The project may 
end on the funding list in one country, but 
not in another, and then the project will 
come to nothing. It’s possible to avoid this 
situation by investigating in advance from 
which countries funding is most realistic 
and choose a partner in such a country. The 
risk may also be reduced by reducing the 
number of countries involved.“

Help for the application
The publication ‘Guidelines for Appli-
cants’ can be found on the Eurostars’ 
website www.eurostars-eureka.eu. Fur-
thermore, help to write the application 
can be bought from private consultants or 
a research institute, who also assist with 
finding partners.  See a list of research 
institutes at www.teknologiportalen.dk 

Good advice 
to coming 
Eurostars   

Seven steps on the road 
to Eurostars
1. Your enterprise defines a project and 
finds partners, possibly with the help of 
a research institute.

2. Then you contact the national Euro-
stars authorities. They will guide you 
through the application process, explain 
the national guidelines and contribute 
with knowledge about Eurostars, na-
tionally and internationally.

3. The application is submitted electro-
nically through Eurostars’ website: 
www.eurostars-eureka.eu

4. Then you wait for about four months 
for the application to be evaluated and 
rated by an independent international 
panel of experts. 

5. When the project has been approved, 
you contact the national Eurostars au-
thorities. At this point, you need to obtain 
national funding – this process differs 
between individual countries.

6. Meanwhile, you conclude a final con-
sortium agreement with your Eurostars 
partners.

7. If all partners obtain national funding, 
you are ready to go. By then, six months 
will have passed since you submitted 
the application.

Eurostars project: 
E! 7245 - Improved Vaccines
Total project budget: 1,028,475 euro
RTI Grant to Danish participant: 181,375 euro
Cooperating country: The Netherlands



Eurostars project: E!6466 UMEME 24/7
Total project budget: 778,070 euro
RTI grant to Danish participant: 225,000 euro
Cooperation country: Germany

Johanne listens her 
way to business
What does it take to make large hotels 
and businesses in Kenya contribute to 
preventing power failure in their local 
communities? Is it enough that their own 
operations become more stable and that 
they save money on their electricity bills?
Johanne Mose Entwistle, anthropologist 
from the Alexandra Institute in Aarhus, 
has travelled to Kenya to find the an-
swers to these questions. The institute 
is a partner in a Eurostars project that 
develops equipment to prevent power 
failures. 

“We can’t assume that local enter-
prises will participate, simply because 
we’re telling them that now they’ll get 
some free equipment and later they’re 
likely to save electricity and have more 
stable operations,” says Johanne Mose 
Entwistle. ”My job is to listen to them 
and find out what is actually important 
to them, because it’s important to us. We 
must support their core processes with 
our solution, otherwise it doesn’t work.”

“When I work with engineers, I of-
ten experience that generally they have 
a theory of what the problem is and so 
also what the solution is. But solutions 
developed at a desk rarely survive meet-
ing the real world. Solutions that seem 
rational and right in everyday life in Den-
mark will not necessarily cater to the 
needs existing in a country like Kenya,” 
says Johanne Mose Entwistle, who, in 
cooperation with the engineers, is devel-
oping a product that is actually demand-
ed by customers in Kenya.

The Alexandra Institute is a research 
institute. The Alexandra Institute helped 
the project leader, the enterprise Am-
plex, write the Eurostars application.
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Project enterprises
Amplex develops and supplies technol-
ogy that monitors and manages energy 
supplies in the best and cheapest man-
ner, such as power in Kenya or water 
supply in a desert state. The system 
developed by the company consists of 
modules, which are adapted to local 
conditions.

Energynautics is a small German de-
velopment house with expertise in elec-
tricity distribution. They use frequency 
measurements on the power grid togeth-
er with advanced simulations to predict 
when a power failure is imminent.

Umeme. This is the name of the Euros-
tars project that Amplex (an enterprise 
from Aarhus), the Alexandra Institute (a 
research institute) and Energynauticus (a 
German enterprise) have ventured into.

Umeme means electricity in the East Af-
rican language of Swahili, and stable elec-
tricity supply in Kenya is what the project 
is about. Anyone who has travelled in a de-
veloping country has experienced how elec-
tricity can come and go. Often there is just a 
short power outage, before a noisy, stinking 
diesel generator takes over. It works, but it 
is a bad solution, explains Urban Engberg, 
who is an engineer with Amplex and man-
ager of the Eurostars project.

”South Saharan countries and other 
developing countries have a problem because 
the power stations can’t keep up with the fast 
economic development and increasing electric-
ity consumption. In Kenya, areas outside towns 
experience power failures eight, nine and ten 
times a day. This means that it’s difficult to start 
new businesses and be efficient. They solve 
it by switching over to the rather expensive 
generators,“ says Urban Engberg.

How to prevent power failure
Even if a new, large power station was built, 
it would not solve the problem, because the 
distribution network does not have sufficient 
capacity. 

”For this reason, our idea is that the 
power supply can be ensured by developing 
a new technology to monitor and manage 
consumption, so as to prevent overloading 
and power outages,“ says Urban Engberg. 

The idea behind the technology is to 
install equipment in the facilities of major 
power consumers, e.g. hotels and produc-
tion companies. The equipment warns that 
overloading is imminent, and then the smart 
system automatically turns down the part 
of the power consumption that can best be 
dispensed with, e.g. air conditioning and 
laundries. In this way, power failure is 
prevented. 

Without Eurostars - no project
The Umeme project creates a so-called ‘smart 
grid’, for which there is a worldwide market. 
Hence, the Eurostars programme ensures 
that Amplex, a small company with less 
than ten employees, develops an in-demand 
technology and has it tested. 

”Eurostars is essential for us to make this 
research and development. We wouldn’t have 
been able to carry out the project without 
it. What we learn in this project, we can 
use in some of our other activities, so it’s of 
great importance to the company’s future,“ 
says Urban Engberg, who hopes that the 
technology development of the company will 
also benefit Denmark. ”There are few major 
industrial manufacturers in Denmark, and 
so, to a high degree, we must make a living 
by developing technology.“

Eurostars will 
secure power 
in developing countries 

”Eurostars is essential to us to make this re-
search and development,“ Urban Engberg says.
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Eurostars is close to the enterprises

Mette Glavind, Director, Building and Construction, the 
Danish Technological Institute (a research institute).

Which small- and medium-sized enterprises will you 
recommend to apply for Eurostars?
”I’m a big fan of the Eurostars programme and can rec-
ommend it to everyone who has capacity to participate 
in an international development project. The enterprise 
is required to be just a little development-oriented and 
to have the will and ability to cooperate with someone in 
another country. Eurostars is close to the reality of the 
enterprises, enabling them to focus exclusively on their 
business when they create a project. They need not 
think the project into a strategic, social agenda, such as 
the environment or energy, which is the case with many 
other programmes.”

How difficult is it for a Danish enterprise to find a partner 
abroad?
”At the Danish Technological Institute, we find that often 
the enterprises already have good contacts abroad they 
can draw on. They can, of course, also use someone like 
us (a research institute) to help them find partners. How-
ever, the businesses must look out and choose a partner 
from a country, where there are good chances of receiv-
ing the necessary national co-funding. They can get as-
sistance to make that assessment from the Agency for 
Science, Technology and Innovation.”

Is it necessary to go through a lot of red tape to become 
a Eurostar?
”No. This is the major advantage of Eurostars compared 
to other research schemes. The application procedure 
is simple, and the evaluation is not a lengthy affair as it 
may be in other international programmes.“ 

Dr. Andreas Gut of the Federal Office for 
Professional Education and Technology is 
National Point of Contact for Eurostars and 
EUREKA in Switzerland. 

What do you think of the Eurostars 
programme? 
”Eurostars is the first European initiative 
tailor-made for R&D-performing SMEs. 
Eurostars is an important instrument for 
Switzerland as it effectively supports R&D-
performing SMEs.“

Can you recommend Swiss companies to set
up partnerships with Danish enterprises?
”In general, Swiss SMEs are export-oriented, 

and a lot of them are interested in doing 
their research and development with big 
companies in neighboring countries. But 
we have realised that it’s attractive for 
many of them to cooperate with partners 
in countries having a similar size and 
spirit. The mentality of Danish and Swiss 
Eurostars partners is often very similar 
and the scientific level of companies and 
research institutions in our countries are 
generally on a very high level. That’s why 
we recommend Swiss companies within the 
Eurostars programme to not only consider 
partners in France or Germany but also to 
have a look at Denmark.“

What is your impression of the bureau-
cracy on the Danish side?
”Switzerland and Denmark have comparable 
innovation systems and have implemented 
Eurostars as a new instrument. Both countries 
have consequently optimised procedures and 
synchronised national rules for participation 
with the rules of Eurostars. This provides 
a solid ground for  cooperation between a 
Swiss and Danish SME. We also promote 
cooperation with Denmark, because the 
Danish Eurostars administration offers best 
practice in the Eurostars network. Time to 
contract in Denmark is faster than in any other 
Eurostars member country and Denmark – like 
Switzerland – has a low bureaucracy and is 
open for participation of research institutions 
in Eurostars projects. Eurostars has helped to 
establish market-oriented research projects 
between our two countries, which would not 
have happened without the programme.“

 Danish Eurostars 
are valued abroad
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Can you answer ‘yes’ to these three ques-
tions? Then the Eurostars programme may 
be something for your enterprise.

1. Does your enterprise employ between 
two and 250 staff and have an urgent re-
search and development project?

2. Will it be an advantage to carry out the 
project together with a SME in another 
country and perhaps a Danish or foreign  
research institute or a university?

3. Is the project likely to result in a new 
service or product for the international 
market within a couple of years after 
project completion?

Eurostars is for all 

Lars H. Pedersen, Director R&D and Operations, 
Bioneer (a research institute). 

Which small- and medium-sized enterprises would 
you recommend to apply for Eurostars?
”I can recommend it to all types of enterprises that have 
development projects with a relatively short time-to-
market for the products or processes to be developed. 
Enterprises must choose partners that supplement 
their own knowledge. Of course, they should be ready 
to share new knowledge. Furthermore, they must have 
full control of their business plans and of what they 
want to do with their IP (intellectual property).“

How difficult is it for a Danish  enterprise to find a part-
ner abroad?

”The chance of finding a partner company in another 
Eurostars country is rather big in almost any technol-
ogy area, and irrespective of the product or process the 
enterprise is involved in. Often, the enterprise already 
has a relationship with a relevant partner. Alterna-
tively, a few key words on the Internet will provide a 
basis to build on. It’s also possible to get help from a 
research institute such as Bioneer.”
   
Is it necessary to go through a lot  of red tape to become 
a Eurostar?
”It’s relatively easy to stitch together an application, but 
of course you have to make an effort. Eurostars is the 
least bureaucratic international programme to apply 
for and report on. An enterprise that submits a well-
written application stands a good chance of winning. It 
is not so difficult if the enterprise already has a clear-
cut business plan.“

Source: Eurostars Review 2011

Eurostars is for all technologies
All areas of technology can receive Eurostars funding. The graph shows how 
Eurostars funding is distributed.

Agriculture and 
food products: 6%Energy and the 

environment: 9%

Industry: 24%

Biotechnology: 29%

Information 
technology: 32%

Check Box: 
Is Eurostars something for you? 
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Eurostars is a pan-European 
research programme aimed 
at research and development-
intensive small- and medium-
sized enterprises with up to 
250 employees. 

Eurostars operates on the 
terms of the enterprises. All 
projects are managed by an 
SME. Enterprises from any 
technology area can apply, and 
the project can be prepared 
in direct continuation of the 
company’s business plan. 
Application and reporting are 
carried out with a minimum of 
bureaucracy.

A typical Eurostars project has 
an overall budget of 1-2 million 
euro and is organized in a con-
sortium of three to four part-
ners from two or three coun-
tries.  There must be at least 
be two participants from two 
different Eurostars countries 
in a project. At least 50% of the 
project must be carried out 
by an R&D performing SME. 
Other SMEs, large enterprises, 
research institutes and univer-
sities may also participate. 

Does it sound like something 
for your enterprise? Read 
more in this publication.

The 33 Eurostars participating countries:
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Ro-
mania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom.
     Other, non Eurostars countries can participate, but only if two Eurostars coun-
tries are already in the project.


