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The 

Council to Vote on 

Tax Increase 
The Amarillo City Council will meet today to vote 

on a tax increase of about thirty six cents per 

hundred dollars. 

 

The increase is separate from the seven proposed 

tax increases for capital improvements that will 

be voted on during the November election. 

 

During the meeting, the Council will also vote to 

approve their budget. 

 

The meeting will be held on the third floor of City 

Hall (509 SE 7th Ave.) at 5pm.  

WEATHER 

  

 

 

TODAY: SUNNY 

89/61 

TOMORROW: SUNNY 

90/62 

THURSDAY: SUNNY 

90/65 

 Austin Petersen is an interesting character. As the editor of The Libertarian Republic, he has 

reached many libertarians for many years, but as a candidate for President of the United States, 

the youngest candidate, he reached brand new audiences and brought his brand of traditional 

libertarianism to a whole new audience. 

The former farm boy, turned media executive who took libertarianism by storm in 2016 sat down 

for an exclusive interview with The Amarillo Pioneer on Monday. 

Is taxation theft? 

It's more like extortion. 

Is all taxation, including income tax and sales tax, extortion? 

No. Because you can choose not to buy something, but income tax, as it's currently levied is extorted because it takes your 

money from you initially. Withholding is extortion, yes it is, it's ransom because they take a part of your money to get the rest 

of the money that you owe them. 

What is the future of the Libertarian Party with Gary Johnson as the nominee? 

I don't honestly know. I would normally have a good answer for something like that, but right now it seems a bit all over the 

place. The Libertarian Party has always had sort of a anarchist wing, a minarchist wing, and sort of a...what you would call 

perhaps an opportunist wing. And the Johnson- [Bill] Weld types are looking at this as an election of opportunity. They think 

that Gary Johnson can get us the five percent that we need to get us federal funds, or get us on track to becoming a major 

party in status. That's what I believe they're looking for, but I'm not sure how successful they'll be, because what attracts 

people to the Libertarian Party in the first place are the principles. Not opportunism. 

Do you think Governor Johnson will be able to make the debates? 

Looking at current trends, I don't see that happening. 

Do you think that Governor Johnson will be able to expand the base of the Party, or do you think that it 

will be mainly hardliner Libertarians voting for Johnson? 

You're asking me all of the tough questions (Laughs). Again, I honestly have no idea. The American people have never been 

presented with a choice like this. We've never had an opportunity like the one we have right now. At this point, I would say 

that there is a better chance that he will than he won't but I don't know how much that has to do with him, more than just the 

electorate in general. But the problem with that is these voters don't come in and stay. Those voters pull a protest vote, then 

they leave. But the base of the party has always been very principled. So, it's very hard to expand the base because you're 

trying to get people who are principled, but that's a very small group of people. 
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PPP: Trump Leads 

Texas By Six Points 
 
Donald Trump, the Republican nominee for 
President, leads the state of Texas by six points 
according to a new Public Policy Polling poll. 
 
Trump holds 44% in Texas, leading Hillary Clin-
ton at 38%. Libertarian Gary Johnson takes 6% 
and Green Party nominee Jill Stein has 2%. 
Evan McMullin, who is currently suing the State 
of Texas for ballot access, holds less than half a 
point in the poll. 
 
 
 

QUOTE of 

the DAY 
“I never considered a 

difference of opinion in 
politics, in religion, in 

philosophy, as cause for 
withdrawing from a 

friend.” 

 

- Thomas Jefferson 
 

Quotes from brainyquote.com 

 

 Texas Schools 

 Meeting Academic 

Standard 
 

About 95% of Texas school districts are reaching 

minimum education standards, according to 

State officials. 

 

Of about one thousand two hundred schools 

that were ranked, over one thousand schools 

met the standard. About six percent of the 

schools surveyed did not. 

 

 

Gas Prices Up In  

Amarillo 
Gas prices are up nearly five cents in Amarillo, 
since last week. 
 
Prices are currently sitting at $1.98 per gallon in 
Amarillo, with national prices sitting at about 
$2.13 per gallon. 
 
Amarillo's price makes it the most expensive city 
in the region to get gas. However, Amarillo's 
total is still cheaper than the price from this time 
last year. 
 
 
 

Texas Defeats 

 Oakland 
 

The Texas Rangers defeated the Oakland Athlet-

ics during their game in Arlington, last night, 5-

2. 

 

The Rangers' Martin Perez threw seven innings, 

with an ERA of 4.09.  

 

Adrian Beltre hit a grand slam during the fifth 

inning for the Rangers, while Elvis Andrus sup-

plied the other RBI. 

 

The Texas Rangers will continue their series 

with the Oakland Athletics at home, tonight. 

 

 

 

Today Would Mark 

Dick Murdoch's 

Birthday 
 

Professional wrestling legend, Dick Mur-

doch, would have celebrated his seventieth 

birthday today. 

 

Murdoch, who died of a heart attack in 1996, 

was a popular local wrestler who helped run 

Amarillo's famous wrestling promotion for a 

period. Murdoch made several appearances 

in the World Wrestling Federation, as well. 

Murdoch was a graduate of Caprock High 

School and West Texas State University. 

Arizona Cardinals 

Sign WT Grad 
 

The Arizona Cardinals signed former 

WTAMU defensive lineman Iosia Iosia.  

 

Iosia is the tenth WTAMU student to be in 

an NFL camp this year. 

 

According to the Arizona Cardinals, Iosia 

will wearing the number sixty-six in his first 

game, alongside former WT student Brittan 

Golden. Iosia's first game will be on August 

19th at 8pm, against the San Diego Chargers. 



 

@AmaPioneer 

The Amarillo Pioneer 

Join our Facebook group too! 

"The Amarillo Pioneer Discussion Group" 
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Should the Senate give Merrick Garland a hearing? 

I think they should. They have to. They are obligated by the 

law, so they should. 

Then what do you say to people who say that there 

shouldn't be a Supreme Court Justice appointed 

during an election year? 

I tend to agree with that, but it just depends on who is in 

charge. If it was a Republican president, I guarantee you 

they wouldn't be making this kind of complaint. It's a parti-

san argument and not a constitutional argument. 

What is the biggest obstacle for the Country? 

Probably economic illiteracy. I think the fact that we don't 

understand economics, that they don't teach it in schools at a 

young age, that we don't know how to balance our check-

books. We think that more consumerism and consumption 

and spending and debt equals economic growth. I think a 

lack of understanding of basic economics. 

Why did you run for President? 

I saw how desperate the situation was. That I assumed that 

Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton would be the nominees of 

their parties that there would be a lot of dissatisfaction and 

that if there was a pro-life, pro-liberty, pro-constitution 

candidate, on the ballot like myself, that I would look better 

by default. 

What do you say to someone who really likes what 

Libertarians have to say, and wants to get them 

elected, but doesn't know where to start? 

Good question. I would say contact your state chair. If you go 

to lp.org, or the Libertarian Party's website, there are a lot of 

listings there for your state parties. 

What do you say to someone who says that voting 

for a Libertarian is a wasted vote? 

It depends on what you're trying to accomplish. Are you just 

trying to stop the bad guy be voting for the less bad guy? 

Because, the lesser of two evils is still evil. So, I would say 

you should vote for your conscience. I vote my conscience 

and my guys very rarely win, but I sleep well at night. 

 

 

 

Austin Petersen Interview Continued 
 

What was your introduction to libertarianism? 

I guess you could say I lived a libertarian lifestyle. I grew up on a farm. 

Learned about capitalism in the fields, learning how to plant a sew 

flowers that I sold to people in my small town. My first introduction to 

intellectual libertarianism was Ayn Rand. 

Who do you think is bringing the most people to the ideology 

of libertarianism, at this point and time? 

Good question. Ironically enough, I think probably Glenn Beck. 

Do you think Glenn Beck is bringing the most pure libertari-

an philosophy? 

No. I don't think it's the most pure libertarian philosophy. I think he's 

bringing the most people to libertarianism though, by proxy. He's kind 

of a conservatarian. And that's probably fine, because he has the largest 

audience with the most close to friendly libertarian ideals that you 

would have. Him and his people are not Trump supporters. I'd say they 

are the most principled conservatarians that are bringing people down 

the path to libertarianism. Probably the most effective in the terms of 

sheer numbers. 

What is it like being a candidate for President of the United 

States? 

It's stressful and it's kind of a thankless job. As a matter of fact, it's not 

all glory and happiness. It's mostly pain and suffering (laughs). You 

submit to having every single detail of your life scrutinized in public. 

And having to deal with people slandering your character and lying 

about you. People searching into your private lives and relationships. 

It's a sacrifice. 

What do you say to people who feel like they have to vote for 

Donald Trump because of the Supreme Court? 

First of all, we really don't know what Donald Trump believes, so it's 

not as if he's going to govern according to some kind of conservative 

ideology, because he never has before. The guy is a former Democrat. 

He said in 2008 that he supported Hillary Clinton. Just remember that 

we're not a lot better off with Republican Supreme Court picks. Just 

remember this, it was Ronald Reagan that gave us Richard Posner, the 

guy on the federal court who said that the Constitution isn't always 

relevant. It was George W. Bush that gave us Samuel Alito, Justice Alito 

who upheld Obamacare, so conservatives don't have a good track rec-

ord picking justices who are in line with conservative principles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you say to people who feel like they have to 

vote for Donald Trump because of the Supreme 

Court? 

First of all, we really don't know what Donald Trump believes, 

so it's not as if he's going to govern according to some kind of 

conservative ideology, because he never has before. The guy is 

a former Democrat. He said in 2008 that he supported Hillary 

Clinton. Just remember that we're not a lot better off with 

Republican Supreme Court picks. Just remember this, it was 

Ronald Reagan that gave us Richard Posner, the guy on the 

federal court who said that the Constitution isn't always rele-

vant. It was George W. Bush that gave us Samuel Alito, Justice 

Alito who upheld Obamacare, so conservatives don't have a 

good track record picking justices who are in line with con-

servative principles. 

Should the Senate give Merrick Garland a hearing? 

I think they should. They have to. They are obligated by the 

law, so they should. 

Then what do you say to people who say that there 

shouldn't be a Supreme Court Justice appointed dur-

ing an election year? 

How should the Libertarians go about 

trying to expand their base? 

At the moment, they're trying to gain ballot access. 

You get more credibility if you have more ballot 

access. Right now, there's a conservative who is 

running named Evan McMullin and he has no shot 

at being on the ballot, so he loses credibility, so the 

more access the Libertarians have, is the ticket to 

being seen as more credible by the American peo-

ple. 

Is social media the most important tool for 

Libertarians? 

I think social media is the most important tool for 

Libertarians because it's the only one that allows us 

to get our message out to the public, unfiltered, 

without the mainstream media bias. I have been 

doing livestreams for months, and they've been 

very successful in reaching people and raising 

money for my campaigns. And that is a very power-

ful tool. 

Are you going to run in 2020? 

Some people are saying that I need to run for a 

lower office. Some people are saying that I need to 

run for Senate in Missouri, and some are saying 

that I should hold my fire until 2020, but I haven't 

made a firm decision on that yet. 

If a Rand Paul or Justin Amash ran in 

2020, would it change your position on 

running? 

It depends. I would say probably not, and the 

reason why is that we saw what happened to the 

libertarian Republicans running in the Republican 

Party, and it would probably be better to have more 

Libertarians running, that way we would have 

more choices running in case something happens 

to the libertarian Republicans. 

 

- C. Thomas Warren III contributed to this 

report. 


