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Annual Report 2015-2016 

From the President… 

NYSARH board members have participated in national events 

including the Rural Health Policy Institute in Washington DC 

in February, the annual Rural Health Conference in May in 

Minneapolis and the Rural Quality & Clinical Conference in July, in Oakland.  NYSARH members 

also gathered in Albany in March to advocate on behalf of rural health with members of the NYS 

legislature. 

Two themes emerged as priorities this year, telehealth and health disparities.  NYSARH is pleased to 

partner with the TeleHealth Learning Collaborative, the New York State TeleHealth Partnership and 

our members who are successfully using TeleHealth applications to improve both patient access to care 

and the quality of care provided by rural practitioners.   

The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality released a report showing that people living in rural 

areas have higher rates of morbidity and mortality than our urban counterparts.  NYSARH members 

are participating in an alphabet soup of initiatives designed to improve access to and the quality of 

rural healthcare.  We are going beyond healthcare.  NYSARH members are at the forefront addressing 

education, lifestyle, wellness and social disparities that contribute to poor health outcomes.   

It has been my pleasure to lead these devoted volunteers who are the voice of rural New York. 

Sara Wall Bollinger 

Board of Directors 

October 2015 to September 2016 

Sara Wall Bollinger  SWB Consulting Services    President 

Sharon Mathe   Healthy Community Alliance    Vice-President 

Dawn Bush    Chemung County Health Department   Treasurer 

James Kennedy  Finger Lakes Community Health   Secretary 

Charlotte Crawford  Lake Plains Community Care Network 

Helen Evans   Ardent Solutions 

Cynthia Gordon  Rochester General Health System 

Richard Kazel   Syracuse VA Medical Center 

Jackie Carlton Leaf  Seven Valleys Health Coalition 

Richard Merchant  Northern Area Health Education Center 

Gertrude O’Sullivan  Foundation for Community Health 

Claire Parde   Columbia County Community Healthcare Consortium 

Jack Salo   Rural Health Network of South Central New York 

Robert Wingate  Catskill Hudson Area Health Education Center 

Mary Zelazny   Finger Lakes Community Health 

Sean Fadale   Community Memorial Hospital   resigned  

Karen Madden   Charles D. Cook Office of Rural Health  ex officio 
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Student Chapter  

 

NYSARH members worked to 

develop an on-line platform to 

benefit students, NYSARH 

members, and ultimately the 

communities we serve. We 

built an HWapps NYSARH 

Student Chapter Platform.  Student internships may be posted and searched for in the 'Practice' tool.    

Not only can NYSARH members come in and post internship opportunities, but any other individual 

or entity can post there as well. This means that NYSARH members may use the system to involve 

students in our programs. The system connects us all, and focuses on supporting these connections 

with emerging rural health professionals (the students).  Students are able to locate all the NYSARH 

members and locations through a tab at the top of the site titled 'members', 'resources', or 'networks'.  

 

 

NYS Rural Health Conference 

The primary activity of NYSARH is to plan, 

implement and evaluate an annual 

conference for our members and others who 

are interested in rural health.  The 2015 

conference, Health Integration and 

Innovation, was held in Geneva, in the 

Finger Lakes region.  It featured a keynote 

from Jim Knickman, President & CEO of the New York State Health Foundation along with 

presentations on Medicaid Reform, Population Health, Workforce, Partnerships, Value Based Payment 

and the special health considerations related to Plain [Amish/Mennonite] populations .  The 2015 

awardees were Douglas Rahner, MD, Steven Lyndaker, MD and the Cattaraugus County Healthy 

Livable Communities Consortium. 

 

2015 Financials 

 

 

 $51,725  

 $16,827  

2015 Expenses 

Program Administration

 $10,665  

 $8,865  

 $46,880  

 $35  

2015 Revenue 

NRHA Grant Membership Dues

Conference Fees Other Income
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