
WILL TAHITI EVER BE 
INDEPENDENT?

Lorenz Gonschor, PhD

Senior lecturer and associate dean

Ȭ!ÔÅÎÉÓÉ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ



WHERE IS 
TAHITI?



WHERE IS TAHITI?

French Polynesia: 

À118 islands

ÀLand surface: 4,000 km2

ÀEEZ: 5 million km2 (largest in 
Oceania)

ÀAbout 275,000 inhabitants 
(est. 75% native, 15% 
European, 10% Chinese)

Tahiti Island

ÀLand surface 1,000 km2 (four 
times the size of Tongatapu)

ÀAbout 190,000 inhabitants



HOW DID TAHITI BECOME FRENCH?

À1842: French navy forces Queen Pomare IV of 
Tahiti to sign Protectorate agreement

ÀFrench-Tahitian War 1843-ΧήΪέȡ ΧȟΦΦΦ ɖȢ 1ÕÅÅÎ 
surrenders & accepts protectorate



HOW DID TAHITI BECOME FRENCH?

À29 June 1880: King Pomare V signs annexation agreement

ÀVarious outer islands annexed or conquered, 1880-1901

ÀΧίΦΩ ÕÎÉÆÉÅÄ ÃÏÌÏÎÙ Ȱ&ÒÅÎÃÈ %ÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÍÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ /ÃÅÁÎÉÁȱ

ÀΧίΪά &ÒÅÎÃÈ ÃÏÌÏÎÉÅÓ ÒÅÎÁÍÅÄ ȰÏÖÅÒÓÅÁÓ ÔÅÒÒÉÔÏÒÉÅÓȱ

ÀΧίΫέ Ȱ&Ȣ%Ȣ/ȱ ÒÅÎÁÍÅÄ Ȱ&ÒÅÎÃÈ 0ÏÌÙÎÅÓÉÁȱ


