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BANNING LEWIS RANCH

DEVELOPER’S 
UPDATE By Aric Jones,

President of Banning Lewis Ranch and 
Oakwood Homes, Colorado Springs 

 Tis the season!   
With all the hustle and bustle and chill 

in the air, we wanted to take a moment 

to wish you all a Happy Holiday season. 

December has already kicked off with the 

4th Annual Santa Sprint 5K benefiting 

BLRA Academy with many other holiday 

events planned at the Ranch House. We 

will be offering something for everyone 

from Christmas cookie decorating for the 

kids, to holiday crafts-making for adults, 

stress-reducing yoga classes and lots of 

fellowship opportunities to spread good 

cheer!

More improvements continue at Vista 

Park, with the opening of second soccer 

field projected for Spring of 2019, and 

ongoing maintenance of the Dog Park as 

well as, surrounding trails. In the fall, we 

resurfaced the tennis courts at Northtree 

Park.  We also upgraded all the Precor 

cardiovascular training equipment, 

including the stationary bikes, ellipticals, 

and standard treadmills at the Ranch 

House recreational center. With new 

home building setting a record pace 

in 2018, we have started construction 

of several new neighborhoods in our 

community with more amenities to come 

in 2019. We extend a warm welcome to all 

our new residents! 

Together with our partners at the YMCA, 

we hosted the annual Fall Community 

Garage/Yard Sale on October 6th, with 

thirty-five households participating and 

our first-ever Chili Cook-Off and Concert 

at the Ranch house on October 20th. The 

month wrapped up with the Annual “Truck 

or Treat” Competition and Fall Harvest 

Festival. Kids and parents alike enjoyed 

the evening of Halloween festivities on 

Saturday, October 27th. 

On November 5th, Banning Lewis Ranch 

was a proud supporter of the Police 

Foundation of Colorado Spring’s 33rd 

Annual Medal of Valor Luncheon honoring 

the exceptional service and heroic deeds 

of the brave men and women of the 

Colorado Springs Police Department. We 

appreciate them for keeping us safe every 

day. 

Blu-Owl Photography
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Aerial photo by Pikes Peak Aerial
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TEACHER SPOTLIGHT
MEET JULIE GELLERMAN
Kindergarten Teacher 
at Banning Lewis 
Ranch Academy

I can’t imagine a better career than teaching! 

I love working with children and seeing the 

sparkle in their eyes when they accomplish 

a hard task or the excitement in their smile 

when they make a new friend. Someone 

once told me that “educating little humans 

is a mind-boggling process and one that 

will also enrich your life!”  It is the latter that I 

find to be truer and the reason why I love to 

teach. 

I am honored to teach at BLRA and to be a 

part of students’ educational journeys. I 

have been teaching kindergarten at Banning 

Lewis since its doors opened in 2006. My 

first class of kindergarteners are seniors this 

year. 

In my classroom, I strive to create an 

environment where students are 

encouraged to be inquisitive and creative, 

to appreciate each other’s differences, 

and to instill a love of learning. I believe 

that kindergarteners also flourish in a safe, 

disciplined, and routine environment in 

which their teacher is in control and allows 

them to learn without concern for making 

decisions beyond their abilities.  

Teaching my students about respect 

is very important to me. Respect for 

students and their families is an important 

trait for any teacher to have, but it is 

heightened at the kindergarten level 

because it’s the first interaction that many 

parents and children will have with a teacher. 

I enjoy getting to know my families each year 

and strive to maintain those relationships as 

my students continue throughout the grade 

levels. 

Most kindergarteners come to school 

with lots of anxiety. They are in a new 

building, making new friends, adjusting to a 

new teacher, and new rules/expectations. 

I set high expectations for all my students, 

but I let them know that they all can achieve 

these expectations if they "try their best". 

Students must believe in themselves and it 

is my job to build their level of confidence 

and to love school. If they do not enjoy 

kindergarten, it is going to be a long haul 

for them the rest of their school years. I want 

kindergarten to be a memorable time for 

each student. I want them to go to first grade 

knowing they have achieved many things 

and that they can be successful if they "try 

their best".

Outside of teaching I love to spend time 

with my amazing husband and three 

sons, ages 19, 14, and 6. My family is my 

support system and mean the world to me. 

Working with children daily is both a 

passion and a privilege. I truly love 

what I do, and I feel so fortunate to be 

teaching in such a great community.
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SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR

I am the proud father of 
five wonderful children, 
the grandfather to 6 and 
the husband of a creative 
and very patient wife.

During and after college, I worked as a 

part time youth pastor and also entered 

the retail management field.  I spent the 

better part of 28 years managing stores, 

Districts and Regions for some of the 

larger specialty retail chains.

One such company moved our family 

up to Colorado Springs in 2002, from 

the Phoenix area. We home schooled 

our two youngest children for many 

years. After building a new home in the 

Northeast area of Colorado Springs, 

we heard about a new school that was 

being planned for the big area known 

as the Banning Lewis Ranch. When it 

came time for the first lottery in 2006, 

our 6th grader and 8th grader did not 

get in. Shortly thereafter however, spots 

opened up and they became part of 

the inaugural group of students. For 

three years, I was the parent of a BLRA 

student.

In January of 2011 I heard through the 

grapevine that the Building Manager 

position was open, and they were 

taking applications. The retailer I had 

been working for was closing all its 

stores and I made the decision not to 

seek re-employment in an industry 

that had me on the road most of the 

time. I started working at the school on 

February 1st that year as the 5th building 

manager. Since that time, we have seen 

enrollment at the Ranch grow from 650 

to 800 K-8 students.

Several years and many projects later, 

the plan started coming together to 

build the BLPA campus. I asked the 

board for the opportunity to assume 

the responsibilities of being the owner’s 

representative on the project. They said 

yes. The next two years were a roller 

coaster ride of planning, supervising, 

purchasing, receiving and working 

elbow to elbow with a great team.

We now occupy two campuses with 

about 1400 students, 120 staff mem-

bers, about 144,000 square feet of 

under-roof facilities and over 15 acres of 

property.

Looking back over my shoulder at these 

many years here, I am reminded about 

why we do this. We do it for the kids, 

we do it for the families and we do it, 

so these kids are prepared to make a 

difference in this world.

Respectfully,

Chuck Shaw

Director of Facilities

Banning Lewis Academy
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SCHOOL UPDATES

by Todd Morse
Chief Administrative Officer, Banning Lewis Academy

Banning Lewis Ranch Academy (K-5)
8:00 AM – 3:30 PM

Banning Lewis Preparatory Academy (MS/HS) 
7:45 AM – 3:15 PM

       Banning Lewis Ranch Academy (BLRA) 

- our original campus that now houses 

grades K-5 and Banning Lewis Preparatory 

Academy (BLPA) - our MS/HS campus that 

is in its second year and will be adding 

eleventh grade next school year.  

Here are a few highlights from our first 
quarter of the 2018-19 school year:

n First Concurrent Enrollment Class - BLPA 
sophomores had the opportunity to take 
English 121 for both high school and college 
credit for the first time this fall.  Additional 
concurrent enrollment opportunities are 
in the works for both sophomores and 
juniors in 2018-19.  BLPA will be hosting a 
concurrent enrollment information night in 
January to discuss options for next year.  The 
presentation is tentatively set for 6:30 PM on 
Thursday, January 17, but check our website 
(www.blracademy.org) for finalized details 
after the first of the year.

n Mozart Project - This new BLRA activity 
conducted by the Colorado Springs Youth 
Symphony is hosted on our BLRA campus on 
Monday and Wednesday afternoons.  For 
contact information and a complete list of 
the many after school activities hosted at our 
elementary campus visit https://www.blra-
cademy.org/elementary-activities/School

n Performance Framework - Annually, 
the public schools (including charters) in 
Colorado are measured and rated on the 
School Performance Framework (SPF).  Our 
two-campus Banning Lewis Academy was 
rated in highest category, Performance, 
again for 2018.  While we did not yet qualify 
for our high school results to be included in 
the rating system, our ninth graders scored 
exceptionally on the PSAT 9 assessment with 
mean scale scores of 490 and 489 respec-
tively on the reading/writing and math 
assessments.

n Back-to-School Night on August 30 - 
Each of our campuses hosted parents in the 
evening to meet teachers and learn about 
programs we have available.  Turnout was 
tremendous and this key time for our families 
was both informative and fun.

n Annual Fall Fest on September 7 - The 
annual fall fest community celebration put 
on by our outstanding Stallion Parents and 
Teachers (SPT - formerly known as PTO) at our 
BLRA campus was a tremendous success.  
The event included food trucks and games/
activities for kids and families.  If you've not 
attended this in past years, we encourage 
you to set a reminder for yourself next fall.  
Find future SPT events and membership 
information at https://www.blracademy.
org/pto/.

n Official Pupil Membership Count:  All 
public schools (including charter schools) 
submit their official count of students at the 
beginning of October each school year.  
We are proud to share that more families 
continue to choose Banning Lewis each year 
and 2018-19 is no different.  Our two-cam-
pus total enrollment grew by over 10% in 
the past year.  Our BLRA elementary campus 
continues to operate at/near capacity and 
we experienced a +20% growth on our 
MS/HS BLPA campus which increased from 
457 students in 2017-18 to 583 students in 
2018-19. 

n Inaugural Homecoming Week October 
1-6 - BLPA celebrated its inaugural home-
coming week during the first week of Octo-
ber.  The week included class competitions, 
athletic events, and whole school dress-up 
days.  The football team's victory on Saturday 
was followed by a high school dance hosted 
on the BLPA campus.

n Fourth Grade Celebration Night on Oc-
tober 4 - Each of our elementary grade levels 
celebrates learning with an annual evening

 

event.  We kicked off the 2018-19 
celebration nights with our fourth grad-
ers presenting A Night to Read-Member.  
Students celebrated reading and presented 
memorable books they had read.

n New MS/HS Sports - Our fall sports 
season drew to a close in October.  Athletics 
teams included separate middle school and 
high school teams for boys cross country, 
girls cross country, football, girls volleyball, 
and cheer.  We're looking forward to boys 
and girls basketball along with cheer this 
winter!!!

n Seventh Grade Trip to Estes Park on 
October 29-31 - Our seventh graders trav-
elled to Estes Park for a three-day/two-night 
outdoor education experience at the YMCA 
Camp of the Rockies.  Our sixth graders will 
have the opportunity to have a similar experi-
ence this coming spring.

n Track Construction Update - The new 
track installation at our BLPA campus is 
nearing completion.  It features an eight-lane 
track with a state-of-the-art all-weather run-
ning surface along with runways/pits for high 
jump, long jump, triple jump, and pole vault 
and pads for both the shot put and discus.

The open enrollment window for the 
2019-20 school year runs from November 
1, 2018 through February 28, 2019.  The 
application is entirely online and may be 
found at https://www.blracademy.org/
apply-now-2018-2019/.  If you or anyone 
you know might be interested in either 
of our campuses as a future educational 
option, then please visit our website at 
www.blracademy.org or email us at info@
blracademy.org.

These are exciting times on both of our campuses:
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Celebration Model: 8584 Antero Peak Dr.
Mon-Sat: 10am-5pm | Sun: 12pm - 5pm
719-452-8696 

7403 Lewis Clark Trail
$400,000 | 2,674 SF | MLS: 5566279

Model: Providence II
Bed: 4 | Bath: 3 | Car: 2

7373 Glen Forest Lane
$410,646 | 3,016 SF | MLS: 3822608

Model: Celebration 
Bed: 4 | Bath: 3 | Car: 3 Car Tandem

7346 Rim Blu� Lane
$500,000 | 3,654 SF | MLS: 6695049

Model: Paradise 
Bed: 5 | Bath: 3 | Car: 3

7346 Rim Blu� Lane

7341 Glen Forest Lane
$413,144 | 2,903 SF | MLS: 5140418

Model: Parade
Bed: 4 | Bath: 3 | Car: 2

Bed: 4 | Bath: 3 | Car: 2

7341 Glen Forest Lane 7239 Rim Blu� Lane
$396,065 | 2,279 SF | MLS: 2078939

Model: Sierra
Bed: 3 | Bath: 2.5 | Car: 2

Bed: 4 | Bath: 3 | Car: 3 Car Tandem

7239 Rim Blu� Lane7413 Lewis Clark Trail
$524,435 | 4,046 SF | MLS: 3239171

Model: Paradise 
Bed: 6 | Bath: 3 | Car: 3

Bed: 5 | Bath: 3 | Car: 3

7413 Lewis Clark Trail

HOME
Holidays

FOR THE

New Homes Ready for
Quick Move-In.

*Pricing and availability subject to change.
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By Sue Scheff

Bonus: Most of these ideas are easy 
enough to do with kids – a good way to 
keep them busy during those endless 
hours leading up to Christmas morning.

1. Everyone has a couple of boxes of 
plain colored glass Christmas tree balls 
sitting around. So brush them with a 
bit of glue and roll them in some glitter. 
Voila! New decorations. Or take some 
of those plain colored glass balls (or the 
sparkly ones) and fill a glass bowl or large 
vase to sit on an end table or other spot 
where they’ll catch the shine from a lamp 
or other light source. 

2. You can buy bags of pine cones for a 
song – or you can rescue them from the 
woods or a neighbor’s yard (with permis-
sion, of course). Dip them in some gold 

paint and add a bit of glitter (or not) 
and use them in holiday arrangements, 
centerpieces, or even wired to Christ-
mas tree limbs. 

3. Make a wreath out of bows. Ever-
green wreaths may cost a fortune, but 
you can buy a Styrofoam ring and a 
bag of cheap bows, hot-glue the bows 
onto the wreath and you have a colorful 
wreath – best used indoors. Fun décor 
for a kid’s bedroom door.

4. When was the last time you really 
used those cookie cutters? How about 
you make tree ornaments from them? 
Spray paint them gold or silver (or not). 
Then take some of last year’s prettiest 
holiday cards (you know they’re in a box 
somewhere), lay a cookie cutter on a 
pretty image and trace the outline. Cut 
it out and pop it into the cutter. Or use 
favorite family photos instead. A gold 
thread or thin wire “hanger” completes 
the project. 

5. Line your walk or patio with luminar-
ias – also called farolitos. This Hispanic 
tradition offers a lovely way to greet 
holiday guests. You’ll need brown paper 
sandwich bags, sand and votive candles. 
Fill each bag with an inch or two of sand, 
then nestle a candle into it and light the 
candles at dusk. Be sure they are not 
near anything flammable, just in case.

6. Make festive candy dishes by taking 
your stemmed glassware (such as martini 
or margarita glasses) and dipping them 
in beaten egg white, then sugar (plain 
or colored). Fill with holiday candies and 
set them on the dinner table for after-din-
ner nibbling. 

7. Make a lovely centerpiece by filling a 
gold or silver tray with cranberries, then 
nestling white tea lights into the berries 
and lighting them. No one has to crane 
their necks to see other guests around 
tapers or other tall centerpieces.

Holiday Decorations
Festive Décor on a Dime

Ho-ho-homemade is the 
key to inexpensive, but 

attractive, holiday decorations. 
Here are some ideas, gleaned 
from various sources to help 
you put some sparkle into your 
holidays without busting the 
budget. 



Urban Egg 
Urban Egg, known for their all-day 
breakfast menu recently added several 
new items including their Strawberry 
Cheesecake Pancake (back on the 
menu by popular demand), Chicken 
& Waffle Benedict, Dubliner Benedict, 
Buddha Bowl, Urban White Bean 
Hummus Avocado Toast and new

Fresh Squeezed Juice options of the 
Heavenly Honeydew and Urban Beet. 
Urban Egg also features a selection
of outstanding benedicts featuring 
Colorado raised brown eggs that are 
sure to leave you satisfied. 

Since good food and hot morning 
beverages go hand in hand at break-
fast, Urban Egg’s Barista/Bartender 
Shea Wilfong takes special pride in his 
menu offerings. Shea first discovered 
his interest in coffee when he was 15 

and later became a self-taught latte 
artist. He was hired as an original team 
member at Salsa Brava Powers & Dub-
lin and loves the restaurant industry 
because of the opportunity to make 
people happy and smile daily. Shea 
earned top honors as Best Bartender 
at the 2018 Pikes Peak Food, Wine & 
Beer Expo.

He shares this holiday-inspired recipe:

BUSINESS
SPOTLIGHT

BANNING 
LEWIS RANCH 
MAGAZINE

Urban Egg and 
Salsa Brava

Rocky Mountain Restaurant Group’s award-winning 
restaurants Urban Egg a daytime eatery and Salsa 

Brava Fresh Mexican Grill border Banning Lewis Ranch at 
Dublin and Powers Boulevard.

By the Fireside Chai:
2 Tbsp Chai
1 oz Colorado Fireside Bourbon
1.5 oz RumChata
6 oz Steamed Half and Half
Dash of Cinnamon
Dash of Nutmeg
Garnish with a Cinnamon Stick

Both are local favorites and have won 
numerous awards over the years including 
Best Breakfast and Best Mexican Restaurant 
among others. Rocky Mountain Restaurant 
Group was founded by Randy and Liz Price 
in 2002 when they opened their first Salsa 
Brava in the westside Rockrimmon neigh-
borhood. Their restaurants are known for 
fresh, made-from-scratch daily menu items, 
award-winning recipes using Colora-
do-proud ingredients and their commit-
ment to community through support of 
many local non-profit organizations. 

12      BANNING LEWIS RANCH MAGAZINE



Salsa Brava
A fresh Mexican grill serving locals for 
nearly two decades, Salsa Brava has 
been named Best Mexican Restaurant 
in Colorado Springs since 2011.  Their 
menu offers traditional Mexican entrees 
combined with today’s fresh salad and 
grilled options, always reflective of inno-
vative, locally sourced fresh food trends.

A great place for both lunch and dinner, 
they feature $10 lunch specials, available 
Monday through Friday from 11 am – 2 
pm with menu favorites including Coco-
nut Shrimp, Fiesta Chicken Salad, Cabo 
Chicken Tacos, La Playa Tacos, Roasted 
Pork and Tomatillo Enchiladas and more.

Salsa Brava also offers Happy Hour with 
drink specials and tapas, such as Guaca-
mole, Chile Con Queso, Cabo Chicken 
Tacos and Crispy Pork Tacos.  

And those looking for outstanding 
margarita options look no further. Salsa 
Brava features an array of award winning 
options like the Strawberry Jalapeno 
which was named top margarita in the 
USA by AOL Travel, the Perfect Patron 
or the Conrad made with fresh pressed 
juices. 

There simply is no better option for 
made-from-scratch, fresh and delicious 
Mexican food and drink than Salsa Brava 
Fresh Mexican Grill.

Whether looking for outstanding 
award-winning breakfast or Mexican 
dining, Rocky Mountain Restaurant 
Group has you covered at their Powers 
and Dublin location. Ask about school 
fundraisers for your school or non-profit. 

We love community and would love to 
work with you and your organization. 

We look forward to serving you soon.

Holiday gift certificates are now avail-
able. Visit SalsaBravaColorado.com or 
UrbanEggEatery.com for our holiday 
gift card promotion.

New Urban Egg Menu Items:

n Strawberry Cheesecake Pancake 
     (back on the menu again) 

n Chicken & Waffle Benedict

n Dubliner Benedict

n Urban White Bean Hummus 
     Avocado Toast



B U I L D I N G  T H E  N E X T  U . S .  T E A M , 
O N E  K I D  A T  A  T I M E .
Thank you Banning Lewis Ranch schools for participating in Olympic Day.  
Wishing you another successful event!

Follow us on

OlympicCityUSA.com @OlympicCityUSA#OlympicCityUSA



Holidays feel like the perfect context for 

treating yourself to delicious food. After 

all, it is that special time of the year, and 

there seems to be no end to the delec-

table array of cookies, pies, and finger 

foods. We feel the irresistible urge to 

have just one more bite to satisfy the 

unending craving, and most people find 

that they end up eating much more than 

they intended.

Why is it so easy to overeat? While it’s 

certainly delicious, it creates a brain-

wired circle of cravings, guilt and feeling 

out-of-control. These brain-wired habits 

are powerful because these foods 

now have a positive association with 

self-care and, sometimes, an allusion of 

a healthier product which can lead to 

overeating. 

Each of us carry our own ideas about 

what food means. It can be fuel, reward, 

punishment, or escape. I like to think 

about food as information that shapes 

your daily life and your health. There is

 no “good” or “bad” food, just choices.

Before you think 

that I am completely 

banning all party 

food, and prescrib-

ing a holiday diet of 

kale dipped in lemon juice, let’s keep it 

real. Holidays are a beautiful time with 

friends and family, enjoying food and to-

getherness. So enjoy the holiday foods. 

Stay present. Stay checked in.  Choose 

with purpose and intention. Mindfully. 

Joyfully. Because, with the right ap-

proach, you can enjoy food, connect 

with others, and be healthy and fit - all at 

the same time. 

At the YMCA of the Pikes Peak Region, 

we conduct Y Performance Weight 

Loss classes (as well as Healthy Weight 

and Your Child for families) to guide 

you through fitness, nutrition and food 

behaviors. For more information, please 

email wellness@ppymca.org 

or call 719-329-7233.

BANNING LEWIS RANCH - YMCA

KEEPING THE 
HOLIDAYS REAL

Dr. Gloria Winters is a Doctor of 
physical therapy who specializes in 
orthopedics and exercise physiology. 
She is the Chief Medical Officer for the 
YMCA of the Pikes Peak Region with a 
focus on health care integration in the 
community. Contact Dr. Winters with 
questions at gwinters@ppymca.org

Holiday preparations, parties, family 
visits and epic meals can easily 

challenge our preferred eating habits        
(not to mention our sanity).

B U I L D I N G  T H E  N E X T  U . S .  T E A M , 
O N E  K I D  A T  A  T I M E .
Thank you Banning Lewis Ranch schools for participating in Olympic Day.  
Wishing you another successful event!

Follow us on

OlympicCityUSA.com @OlympicCityUSA#OlympicCityUSA
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HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS
BANNING LEWIS RANCH HOUSE

Join us for these upcoming activities and events, 
organized by the Banning Lewis Ranch community!

December
v Saturday Dec 1 - Neighborhood Shopping Bazaar - 10am-2pm

v Thursday, Dec 6 - Young Art Makers - Painting 101 - 5-6pm
v Thursday, Dec 13 - Parent & Child Art Class - 10-11am

v Friday, Dec 14 - Parent/Tween’s Night Out - 5:30-9:30pm
v Saturday, Dec 15 - Cookies With Santa - 10am-5pm

All activities are held at the BLR Ranch House. 719-522-2432
    

Sign up now for our Ski Conditioning small group training class!
Get ready for ski season by signing up for this 3 week course!

blrcconultants@ppymca.org
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Your Banning Lewis Ranch
REAL ESTATE CORNER

"What we appreciated most about Matt is his
teacher's heart. From the first conversation about

selling our home, to the staging consultation,
discussing offers, and each step along the way, it

was clear Matt wanted us to understand the process
and feel confident with each decision. We were

impressed by his knowledge and expertise. We felt
cared for as clients and comfortable knowing we

were in good hands. Our home went under contract
over asking price day one on the market. We will be

quick to recommend Matt and The Paragon Group to
family, friends and coworkers."  - Esther & Andy

Want your home to stand out from the competition?  
We ALWAYS include professional photography, 'text for info' service, custom video,

staging consultation, your home on all major sites, & more. 
Ask us about our 75-Point Listing Plan and no hassle consultation!

Average Sales Price 
for the Last 3 Months:

Number of Homes Sold 
in the Last 3 Months:

Appreciation Over  
the Last 12 Months:

$362,825 70 4.7%

T O  S E E  W H A T  Y O U R  H O M E  I S  W O R T H ,  V I S I T  S E L L B A N N I N G L E W I S . C O M

I n f o @ P a r a g o n G r o u p R E . c o m  
7 1 9 . 8 2 2 . 1 9 8 1
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Holiday parties are a great way to celebrate the season 
with friends and loved ones. But they’re a lot of work. 

And catering is pricey. So can you cater your own party?  
We have some really simple holiday hors d’oeuvres that 
will be a hit without stressing the cook. 

Hot Artichoke Dip

Combine1 cup real mayonnaise with 1 cup 

of grated Parmesan cheese. Drain 1 can 

(14 ounces) of artichoke hearts packed 

in water (not marinated) and chop them 

finely. Mix with base and put into an ov-

en-proof crock or dish.  Bake in preheated 

350-degree oven for about 20 minutes or 

until bubbly. Serve with pita chips or raw 

veggies.

   Italian Stuffed Mushrooms

Combine 1 pound mild or hot Italian 

bulk sausage with ½ cup of Italian-style 

breadcrumbs and 1 teaspoon each 

of Italian seasoning and salt. Mix well. 

Clean and stem about 2 dozen large 

mushroom s (white or cremini). Place 

mushrooms face down on a baking sheet 

sprayed or brushed with olive oil. Spray 

or brush mushroom bottoms with oil, then 

turn face up and divide the meat mixture 

evenly among them. Bake at 350 degrees 

for about 25-30 minutes (depending on 

size of mushrooms).  While hot, sprinkle 

each one with some grated Parmesan 

cheese, if desired. Serve warm. 

Mini Bagels and Lox

For a cold appetizer, take a dozen mini 

bagels and spread with plain cream

cheese. Top each one with a thin slice 

of fresh plum tomato, a twist of lox and a 

sprig of fresh dill. On the platter, include 

small bowls of finely minced red onion 

and drained capers, for guests to add to 

taste. 

From the Deli

To round out your table, add a tray of 

gourmet cheeses garnished with apple 

slices and clumps of red or green grapes, 

a shrimp platter from the deli, a crudi-

té tray (fresh vegetables for dipping), 

and maybe a tub of your favorite 

hummus. And crackers, pita chips or 

other dippables.

   

You can do this!

By Sue Scheff

BLR Holiday hors d'oeuvres
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COMMUNITY CONTACTS 
& GUIDES
Got a question, suggestion or just need to talk? Here’s who to contact...

Northtree Ranch House
6885 Vista del Pico Blvd.
Colorado Springs, CO 80927 
Phone: 719-522-2432 
Fax: 719-522-2433

Banning Lewis Ranch 
Metropolitan District
Districts 1-7

Josh Miller – District Manager
c/o Clifton Larson Allen 
111 S. Tejon Street, Suite 705
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 
Phone: 719-635-0330  x37226
Fax: 719-473-3630
Emial: Josh.miller@CLAconnect.com

Trash and Recycling Services
Bestway Disposal
Phone: 719-633-8709 
bestwaydisposal.com

Covenant Control and 
Enforcement
MSI
8610 Explorer Drive Suite 130, Colorado 
Springs, CO 80920 
Phone: 719-260-4548 
Fax: 719-578-5611 
banninglewisranch@msihoa.com

Design Review Committee 
Please submit plans to: 
Banning Lewis Ranch  
Metropolitan District #1 

8390 E. Crescent Parkway, Suite 600 
Greenwood Village, CO 80111

UTILITIES
Gas/Electricity/Utilities/Water
Colorado Springs Utilities
csu.org

Trash & Recycling Service
Bestway Disposal is included as part 
of your Metro District Operating Fee
(719) 633-8709

Key Pickup for Mail Service
United States Postal Service 
usps.com 
(719) 638-1781

Mailbox keys can be picked up at the   
Ranch House.

HEALTHCARE
Penrose St. Francis Medical
penrosestfrancis.org

Memorial Hospital Central
memorialhealthsystem.com

Memorial Hospital North 
memorialhealthsystem.com

Colorado Springs Children’s Hospital
mhchildren.com 

SHOPPING
First and Main Town Center 
firstandmaintowncenter.com

Shops at Briargate
thepromenadeshopsatbriargate.com

Powers Peak Center 
at Woodmen and Powers Road

GROCERY STORES 
King Soopers 
at Stetson Hills and Powers Road

Target Super Store 
at Carefree and Powers Road

Costco
at Barnes and Powers Roads

MISCELLANEOUS
Colorado Department of Wildlife 
wildlife.state.co.us

US Fish & Wildlife Service 
fws.gov

AROUND THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Banning Lewis 
Ranch Contacts

RANCH HOUSE ACCESS CARD:
Pick up your access card for the Ranch House Recreation Center at the 
Ranch House Call (719) 522-2432 for more information.

Northtree Ranch House Recreation Center amenities are included as part 
of the Banning Lewis Ranch Metro District Operating Fee. 



6885 Vista del Pico Boulevard
Colorado Springs, CO 80927 

Photos by Chuck Bigger Photography

Photos from the YMCA-hosted Fall event

Chili Cook-off and Concert


