Media Coverage, Visibility Impact &
Outcomes
Press Conference:
“Community Voices: We are not Quiet, You’re just Not
Listening”
& Thai BHR Network Statement to the Government
23 August 2018
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PART I. NATIONAL MEDIA COVERAGE
1.

(TH) Citizen Journalist | Thai PBS, 23 August 2018
‘เสี ยงที่ถูกเพิกเฉย’ ร้องความจริ งใจ ‘รัฐบาล’ ในการร่ างแผนชาติฯ ว่าด้วยธุรกิจกับสิ ทธิมนุษยชน

2. (TH) Prachatai, 24 August 2018
ภาคประชาสังคม ขอรัฐบาลใจจริ งต่อการร่ างแผนฯ ว่าด้วยธุรกิจกับสิ ทธิมนุษยชน
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3. (EN) The Nation, 24 August 2018
Activists ‘ignored in the drafting of rights plan

4. (EN) Bangkok Post, 27 August 2018
Opinion: Govt paying lip service to human rights
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PART II. INTERNATIONAL COVERAGE BY BUSINESS & HUMAN RIGHTS EXPERTS
1. (EN) Global NAPs, 24 August 2018
National Action Plans on Business and Human Rights, Country Thailand

2. (EN) Business and Human Rights Resource Centre (BHRCC),
25, 27 August, 2 September 2018
Thailand: NAP process faces challenge from groups raising concerns of
inadequate participation
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PART III. ANALYSIS OF THE IMPACT OF THE PRESS CONFERENCE & TBHRN OFFICIAL STATEMENT
ACTIVITY

This column aims at
providing information about
the advocacy activity and
outreach, including: (1) Title
of the event; (2) Date of the
event; (3) Venue of the event

Press Conference:
“Community Voices: We
are not quiet, You are just
not listening”
23 August 2018, AM
Sofin Space
Bangkok, Thailand
Official Statement
‘Nothing About Us,
Without Us”:
The Thai BHR Network
issued an Official
Statement and delivered it
at the closing session of
the CSO Consultation on
NAP on Business and

OBJECTIVES

MEDIA AND BUSINESS & HUMAN RIGHTS
EXPERTS’ COVERAGE

VISIBILITY IMPACT & OUTCOMES

This column aims at providing
This column aims at capturing the coverage received
the intended objectives to be
within the media and among BHR experts and includes
achieved by the advocacy event. the following:
(1) Title of the article and hyperlink to access it;
(2) Number of views / # people reached;
(3) Content of each article.

Main Objectives:
1. To call for transparency and
sincerity in the Thai National
Action Plan consultation
process;
2. To ensure that the
recommendations of the
communities are included in
the Thai National Action Plan
(NAP) on Business and Human
Rights.
Secondary Objectives:
1. To clarify the misleading
information created by the
military government on its
contribution to the
development of the National
Action Plan (NAP) on Business

NATIONAL MEDIA COVERAGE
1. (TH) Citizen Journalist | Thai PBS, 23 Aug
‘เสียงที่ถกู เพิกเฉย’ ร้ องความจริงใจ ‘รัฐบาล’ ในการร่างแผนชาติฯ ว่าด้ วยธุรกิจ
กับสิทธิมนุษยชน
Views: 185 (as of 15 October 2018)
- Brief write-up about the event
- Facebook live video of Part 1 of the conference
- Facebook live: Delivery of Official Statement
- Official Statement in English and Thai
2. (TH) Prachatai, 24 August
ภาคประชาสังคม ขอรัฐบาลใจจริงต่อการร่างแผนฯ ว่าด้ วยธุรกิจกับสิทธิมนุษยชน
Views: Info unavailable
- Brief write-up about the event
- Official Statement in English and Thai
3. (EN) The Nation, 24 August
Activists ‘ignored in the drafting of rights plan
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This column aims at providing the actual outputs and
outcomes achieved through the advocacy event.

●

“Check & Balance” & Truth-Telling:
The press conference served as an effective means for
‘Check and Balance” of the government’s power. While
the Thai government has enumerated its
accomplishments in its NAP process on Business and
Human Rights, communities comprising the Thai BHR
Network were able to provide credible information
about the government’s lack of meaningful community
engagement by not providing adequate time to CSOs to
review the Second Draft NAP on BHR, which was
released only two hours prior to the CSO Consultation
on 23 August 2018. The press conference and official
statement also provided realities of the Thai NAP
process, by which the Thai government co-opted
Manushya’s BHR strategy to claim it has meaningfully
engaged with affected communities at the UN Human
Rights Council.

Human Rights, which was
conducted by the Ministry
of Justice in collaboration
with UNDP, NHRCT, and
OHCHR.
23 August 2018, PM
Mida Hotel Don Muang
Bangkok , Thailand

and Human Rights;
2. To pressure the Thai
government to take
constructive and proactive
action into ‘walking the talk’ of
meaningful stakeholders’
engagement and inclusion of
community concerns in the
Thai National Action Plan (NAP)
on Business and Human Rights.

Views: 4,915 (as of 15 October 2018)
●
- Featured a modified version of Manushya’s
‘Timeline of Events in the Thai BHR NAP Process
4. (EN) Bangkok Post, 27 August
Opinion: Govt paying lip service to human rights
Views: Info unavailable
Comments: 7

INTERNATIONAL COVERAGE BY BHR EXPERTS
1. (EN) Business and Human Rights Resource Centre
(BHRCC), 25, 27 August, 2 September
- Brief write-up: Thailand: NAP process faces
challenge from groups raising concerns of
inadequate participation on 25 August 2018
- Featured the The Nation’s Activists ‘ignored in
the drafting of rights plan on 25 August
- Shared Facebook live: Delivery of Official
Statement on 27 August 2018
Views on posts: Info unavailable

●

Key Recommendations formulated for the NAP
Process & Content:
The Thai BHR Network’s official statement
recommended the government not to rush the
finalization of the NAP on BHR, which was planned to
be submitted to Cabinet’s approval by 30 September
2018. The statement calls on the conduct of additional
regional CSO consultations at the provincial level to give
the opportunity to local communities to provide input
into the Second draft NAP on BHR; request the
government to make the draft NAP available on its
website for public comments; urges the government to
be transparent and sincere by making the composition
of the NAP Committee public; and launches the
Business & Human Rights Briefers summarising
community voices and input throughout Manushya’s
BHR strategy.
Increased Visibility with Community Voices heard loud
& clear:
The Facebook lives of the Press Conference and reading
of the official statement have received great visibility,
showcasing an increased awareness of the situation of
the Thai NAP process on Business and Human Rights, by
Thai people:
➢

As of 9 November 2018, Part 1 of Press Conference
Facebook live, panel discussion on the NAP process
and content, reached:
- 26,759 people,
- 766 engagements (reactions, comments, shares),
and
- 12,369 video views.

➢

As of 9 November 2018, Part 2 of Press Conference

2. (EN) Danish Institute for Human Rights (DIHR)
Global NAPs (National Action Plans on Business and
Human Rights), Dates unverifiable
Views: Info unavailable
-

Under section heading ‘National Baseline
Assessment (NBA)’, Global NAPs hyperlinked:
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-

-

Manushya's Facebook 'First Experts’
Meeting to Inform the CSO NBA on BHR in
Thailand' album
- Manushya’s website
Under the ‘Stakeholder’s view and analysis of
the NAP’, Global NAPs featured
- The Nation’s Activists ‘ignored in the
drafting of rights plan
- Manushya’s ‘Timeline of Events in the Thai
BHR NAP Process’

Facebook live, community voiced their concerns
and recommendations, reached:
- 21,468 people,
- 323 engagements (reactions, comments,
shares), and
- 11,462 video views.
➢

●
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As of 9 November 2018, the Facebook live: Delivery
of Official Statement reached:
- 28,009 people,
- 437 engagements (reactions, comments,
shares), and
- 16,316 video views.

Increased awareness of the real situation at the
national level:
➢

Local communities’ recommendations, which have
been ignored in the development of Thai NAP on
BHR, despite the constructive engagement of the
Thai BHR Network through Manushya Foundation’s
BHR strategy, have been shared widely to the
world. The number of views of national coverage 3
(Activists ‘ignored in the drafting of rights plan)
suggests wide reach of local communities
expression that they should be heard and that
their recommendations should be valued.

➢

The press conference and the official statement of
the Thai BHR Network started conversation about
the real situation surrounding the general situation
on business and human rights in Thailand, most
evident is national coverage 4, the opinion piece
on Bangkok Post Opinion: Govt paying lip service to
human rights.

➢

●

Increased awareness of the real situation at the
international level:
The press conference and official statement contributed
to international awareness about the real situation of
the Thai NAP process on BHR among Business and
Human Rights Experts. Please refer to international
coverage 1 and 2. The BHRRC and DIHR websites are
key social media platforms regularly visited by BHR
experts, researchers, CSOs, UN agencies, development
agencies, to receive up-to-date information on BHR and
NAP processes around the world.

●

Influenced a Non-rushed NAP Process & Content:
The government response to the Press Conference &
Official Statement demonstrated the effectiveness of
the push-back by a powerful CSO Coalition, calling on
government’s transparency and sincerity.
➢
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Clear call to put local communities’ voices in the
business and human rights dialogues. See
attribution of quotes in national coverage 3
(Activists ‘ignored in the drafting of rights plan)
and national coverage 4 (Govt paying lip service to
human rights).

On 26 August 2018, MoJ RLPD released a press
statement addressing CSO concerns on the Second
Draft NAP on BHR. The press conference and
TBHRN’s official statement have contributed to
pressure on the Thai government, which had to
commit to the following:
- RLPD is still consulting relevant stakeholders
(government agencies and business actors) to
complete the draft NAP;
- The draft NAP will then be open to public
comments via RLPD website only;

-

➢

the draft NAP will then be submitted to the
Cabinet for approval.

On 24 September 2018, MOJ RLPD issued an
updated statement clarifying it will not submit the
third draft NAP to the Cabinet’s approval by 30
September, and would conduct 4 additional
thematic consultations with businesses and
government agencies, prior to making the final
draft NAP available for public comments via online
channel in December 2018, and prior to submitting
it to the Cabinet in January 2019.

OVERALL IMPACT OF MANUSHYA’S ADVOCACY & CAMPAIGN STRATEGY
Our Win:
The government followed our Four Priority Areas for the framing of the NAP on BHR;
⚫ The government did not rush the NAP process and did not submit the final draft NAP for the Cabinet’s approval by 30 September 2018. RLPD is currently further
consulting government agencies and private actors to finalise the NAP.
⚫ The Fourth Draft NAP shall be available online for public comments in December 2018 and will be submitted to the Cabinet by January 2019.
⚫

Our Remaining Calls for Action:
1. We call on government to meaningfully consult affected communities in December 2018 or January 2019, prior to submitting the NAP to the Cabinet. The government
still needs to consult rural and marginalised communities at the regional level to receive their input on the final version o f the NAP, taking into account the lack of
internet access for rural communities, as well as the need to financially support their participation.
2. We also maintain our strong call to have transparency in the composition of the NAP Committee with inclusion of concerned communities and civil society groups.
Access the Pictures of the Press Conference ‘Community Voices: We are not Quiet, You’re just not Listening’, on Manushya’s website:
https://www.manushyafoundation.org/press-conference-gallery
Access the Pictures of the Reading of the Official Statement by the Thai Business & Human Rights Network on Manushya’s website:
https://www.manushyafoundation.org/tbhrn-reading-of-statement-gallery
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Timeline of Business & Human Rights Publications
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https://www.manushyafoundation.org/publications-timeline
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