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The most incidental of all the actors in 
the drama that comprises the second 
section of the third degree of Masonry is 

the wayfaring man. He appears for a few brief 
moments during an interlude in the ongoing rush 
of the history; he speaks only thirty-seven words 
of dialogue.

According to Mackey the part of the legend 
that includes him and his encounter with the 
Fellowcrafts is not found in the old English 
rituals, nor is it mentioned in their lectures. The 
wayfaring man was introduced into American 
work, says Mackey, by Thomas Smith Webb, 
perhaps an invention of this basic Masonic 
ritualist, or perhaps a discovery of his in older 
American ritu als.

“Wayfaring” as defined by Merriam-Webster’s 
International Dictionary means “traveling, 
especially on foot; passing; being on a journey”. 
Some brethren-including my father, rest his 
memory - have played him as a hobo, a snipe-
shooter; but this he was not. The wayfaring 
man should be regarded as a responsible person 

present on the waterfront as a traveler, and 
being a careful observer, he reported accurate 
and essential information to those who inquired 
of him.

His appearance in the legend, therefore, becomes 
a dramatic device, a link, a vehicle that transmits 
this essential information in order to further 
the dramatic action. Without the presence of 
the wayfaring man the drama falters, loses its 
inevitability, and becomes inconsistent. In the 
American version of the Legend the wayfaring 
man thus strangely becomes as essential to the 
progress of the History as the Builder himself.

Herein I find the temerity to use “the wayfaring 
man” as the title of a Research Lodge paper. 
Incidental though he may be, in microcosm he 
encompasses in his brief appearance the use of 
drama in the Masonic rituals.

In his progress through the First and second 
degrees and the first section of the third degree 
the candidate in search of Masonic Light receives 
instruction through symbols, symbolic actions 
and lectures. The tools of the builders, presented 
to his view in each degree, transform themselves 
into moral and spiritual implements which he 
may use to erect his inner temple. He discovers 
that the Light of Masonry, if he will follow it, 
can guide his footsteps on the path to a more 
perfect life. All this most valuable instruction is 
presented through symbols and lectures.

And then, as the second section of the third 
degree begins, he enters the Lodge to find himself 
plunged into a vortex of unexpected action, a 
drama in which he is one of the principal players. 
The Lodge has become a stage, a place of legend, 
and the play builds to its triumphant climax. I 
quote from an essay titled “The Symbolism of the 
Third Degree” by J. Otis Ball:

“Edwin Booth, the famous Shakespearian actor, 
referred to the legend of Hiram as the most 
sublime tragedy; and said that in its portrayal 
in a Masonic Lodge, he would rather play that 
part without applause, than to play the greatest 
tragedy Shakespeare ever wrote.”

Why this sudden change? Why have we turned 
from instruction by symbols, graphic as they may 
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be, to tragic drama? The balance of this paper will 
address itself to this question.

We must first inquire briefly into the history and 
tradition, methods and technique of drama, one of 
the oldest of the arts. The very essence of drama 
is based on struggle. Eric Bentley in “The Life 
of Drama” explains: “Drama requires the eye of 
the beholder. To see drama in something is both 
to perceive elements of conflict and to respond 
emotionally to these elements of conflict.” The stage 
requires selection, discarding irrelevancies that 
clutter everyday life; it requires characters larger, 
more clearly etched and more motivated than the 
people we meet casually; and it requires language 
(dialogue) from which dross and duplication has 
been sifted. When to these is added conflict, a play 
is born.

The article on Drama in the Encyclopedia 
Britannica points out, “ Man is a natural mimic as 
birds and beasts have been before him.” The dances 
of aborigines tell a story; for one the American 
Indian, to the rhythmic voice of the drum, acted 
out tales of daily life, and hunting, and war. The 
article continues, “ Drama begins with action and 
spectacle; the deed comes before the word. “

When, to the story-telling physical motions of 
dance and pantomime the performers added words, 
mimicry became drama. These plays in embryo 
speedily developed meaning and significance, a 
deeper motivation. The article cited notes:

“We soon discover that (when the fun becomes 
regularized in a ritual) they (the dramatic 
presentations) were carried on for serious and 
sacred purposes ... the essential fact about early 
dramas, both comic and tragic, is that ... primitive 
peoples have regarded it as a utility and an 
obligation. “

To act out what primitive man wanted to happen 
or to prevent it from happening seemed to be a 
way to influence fate, or the gods, or whatever 
power to which he ascribed the accidents and 
incomprehensible complications that beset him. 
Man therefore used drama in his early religious 
ceremonies and social gatherings. By this art he 
preserved traditions and remembered legendary 
heroes and their exploits. Gradually also he began 
to explore the mysteries and the terror and the 
deeper meaning of the unknown.

One of the oldest dramas of the human race is based 
on the succession of the seasons: the decline of the 
year into the death of winter followed by rebirth 
when the world awakens into the glory of spring. 
Based on this cycle of seasons is the Egyptian 
legend of Osiris. He, the god of life and growth, was 
slain and his body mangled and scattered across 
the earth by Set-Typhon, the personification of 
evil. The faithful Isis, god-wife of Osiris, searched 
out and brought together the scattered remains of 
her murdered husband; Horus, his son, fought and 
killed Set-Typhon, and Osiris rose from death to 
life. This early myth from Egyptian theology has 
become the prototype for numerous folk tales and 
dramas exploring the probabilities of immortality.

The article on Drama from the Britannica adds 
further:

“One cause of drama is certainly to be found in 
that pursuit of immortality which has been the 
devouring passion of man from his first rough 
struggles for existence down to the ceaseless 
quest of civilized thought into human origins and 
human destiny. Acting in the first form was a 
species of prayer ... you act the hero rising from 
the tomb or portray his sufferings and services 
that he may be strengthened in his immortality 
and pass on some of his grace and greatness and 
succour to mortals here below.”

Out of the previously unstructured experiments 
in the art of drama, three great Greek dramatists, 
Aeschylus, Euripides and Sophocles had the 
greatest influence in bringing the anatomy of a 
play to its modern format, so much so that a work 
of theirs can still hold the attention of an audience 
today. These three developed and brought to first 
flower that segment of the dramatic art known as 
tragedy. From my own point of view tragedy may 
be described as the most profound exploration of 
the depths and heights of human passion, despair 
and exaltation of any art form.

Alvin B. Kernan, in his study of great plays titled 
“Character and Conflict”, defines and brings to us 
a new and thought- provoking concept of tragic 
drama:

Essentially literary tragedy deals with a great 
individual at war with himself, with his society, and 
with the world around him. He seeks fulfillment of 
an intensely personal, essentially human, need - a 

www.LivingStonesMagazine.com


The Wayfaring Man                                by Humbert Rees

6 Visit us online at: www.LivingStonesMagazine.com

need that he knows he must satisfy in order to fulfill 
himself - and he persists in his search while more 
ordinary men give in ... once he commits himself, 
he releases certain powers, brings himself into 
conflict with forces he had hitherto not suspected, 
and he necessarily abides the consequences ... In 
the end he usually achieves something of value 
by his struggles. He may in the most optimistic of 
tragedies bring about the reformation of a kingdom 
or free an entire people from terror and plague. In 
darker tragedies he may do no more than discover 
the truth about himself or by some final, desperate 
act validate his own worth and freedom. But no 
matter what he discovers, the price the tragic man 
pays for his discovery is almost impossibly high - 
usually it is his life ...”

Because of its intensity and its examination of basic 
human emotions, stresses and fallibilities, because 
the impact it makes upon an audience can be both 
cathartic and inspiring, tragic drama has persisted 
to the present. Although it may not be popular 
with a populace accustomed to the banalities and 
predictabilities of prime time television, it speaks 
with poetic imagery and breathtaking intensity 
of men raised by circumstances far above their 
normal capabilities, and often gives them the fatal 
choice whether to basely live or die heroically.

We have noted that the legend of the third degree 
is a tragic drama based on one of the oldest 
meditations of mankind, the allegory of eternal 
life. Throughout the generations the philosophers 
and the mystics have refused to accept death and 
oblivion as the final answer. As Masons we have 
been told again and again that we - you and I, 
each a brother among the millions of brothers in 
Lodges across the globe - have within ourselves an 
immortal part that will never die.

How fitting it is, then, that this affirmation of 
immortality which is the climax of our Masonic 
adventure is made through tragic drama. In this 
paper I have tried to show that role-playing is a 
fundamental instinct in humanity; it rings clear to 
us from primeval times. Drama, an atavism and a 
survival as immediate as tonight’s play in Central 
City perhaps, speaks with a voice that must be 
heard; and Masonry brings its full power to the 
final lesson.

I call your attention also to the plot that moves 
this drama. Masonic scholars agree that it derives 

directly from the age-old legend of the seasons. Out 
of death comes life, out of the seed, the fruit; the 
fallen forest monarch nourishes the sapling. Down 
from mysteries, myth and fable, down through 
age-old rituals, poets’ musings, morality plays, it 
has come to us today. The Legend of our work is a 
basic legend of humanity; fitting also is it that the 
ritualists of Masonry have created out of that epic 
from the mists of time the tragic drama of Hiram, 
the Builder.

These are my answers to the question posed early 
in this paper. The final teaching, the capstone 
and epitome of our work is best taught and best 
comprehended by vesting it in dramatic form. Our 
minor character, the wayfaring man-that lonely 
traveler along the pathway of life - has taken us 
on a journey through the field of drama and has 
brought us home to look at ritual transformed to 
tragedy.

Here we are faced with the mystery of death and 
life, renewed each time we raise a candidate. The 
Legend of Hiram should never be a cause for mirth.

Sources.
Albert G. Mackey, Encyclopedia of Masonry
Encyclopedia Britannica , Vol. 7, Subtitle Drama
Eric Bentley, The Life of the Drama, Part 1, Aspects of a 
Play
Alvin B. Kernan, Characters and Conflict, An Introduction 
to Drama, Glossary
Joseph Fort Newton, The Builders, Chapter III, The Drama 
of Faith
Masonic Service Association, The Three Degrees and Great 
Symbolism of Masonry, Essay on “The Symbolism of the 
Third Degree” by J. Otis Ball

WB. Humbert Rees
Past Master of Rifle Lodge No. 129, A.F. & A.M. 
and Research Lodge of Colorado
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A VIA DOLOROSA...OR PATHWAY TO GLORY

The use of the term Via Dolorosa was borrowed 
from Philip Wylie’s book, A GENERATION OF 
VIPERS. Wylie describes very graphically the way 

of sorrows that we, as Americans, have been traveling. He 
offered no solutions, he merely pointed out the signposts 
along the way, and hoped that the solution would come 
from the recognition of the signs that in his estimation 
led us along the Via Dolorosa to man’s complete failure; 
either as an individual, or as a nation. Masonry has been 
traveling a way of sorrows for some time, we recognize our 
problems but now these problems have become familiar 
guideposts, and this certainly precludes objective thinking. 
What are these signposts that have clouded our true path 
and have become our way of life:

1. Apathy in the membership
2. Lethargy in the officers
3. Poor ritualistic work
4. Outside entertainment
5. Appendant organizations
6. Loss of status

Admittedly we have discussed, and if the truth be known 
have cussed them also, but always as an end; never as the 
means to the end. Instead of warnings they have become 
our highway markers, a justification of what we are 
beginning to believe is our ultimate goal. Now let us apply 
the light of reason to these particular signposts, a light of 
reason that has been obtained through Masonic intercourse 
with my brethren. Perhaps the convictions thus obtained 
are in error but right or wrong these are my convictions.

APATHY

How many times have you heard the story: “I tried this 
and I tried that but they just won’t turn out for anything, 
or any kind of a program” There are many ideas available 
for arousing interest in an organization and for organizing 
a group of men who are willing to shoulder responsibilities 
But we say, “Where are these men? We have the stalwarts 
who are always at the meetings and they are becoming 
tired of hearing the same old refrain”.

How about the balance of the membership; have we ever 
tried to find out a little more about them? We receive a 
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petition, the investigating committee makes their report and 
if favorable they usually concur in saying “Good Masonic 
Material”. But what does the rest of the membership know 
about them; nothing! Your officers may know a little more 
about them, but if they do it is usually forgotten in the 
work of conducting lodge business.

The truth of the matter is that we show very little interest in 
the new candidate as an individual. If he attends regularly 
we may put him to work in minor parts and then feel that 
we have gone over and above in our responsibilities to 
him.

Have you ever considered keeping a log book on your 
entire membership? A sheet for each man that would tell 
you at a glance a little about his background, his family, 
his schooling, his Masonic history, his work, his hobbies, 
his hopes and aspirations? We take these men into our 
organization, we call them Brother and we know less about 
them than we know about our next door neighbor, and the 
Lord knows that is little enough. There is not a Lodge in 
this jurisdiction that does not have among its membership 

men whose talents have remained hidden just because we 
will not take the time to show a little more interest in them 
as individuals.

How many of our members would resent it if an officer 
of the lodge came to visit them and talked to the brother 
and his wife and showed a genuine interest in them? Your 
interest in them as individuals will insure their interest in 
you, and the benefits the Lodge will reap are enormous. The 
hidden talents you discover will give you an inexhaustible 
supply to draw from for many years to come. Opposite the 
word APATHY we will write the word INTEREST.

LETHARGY IN THE OFFICERS

Some of our organizations have reached the point where 
the presiding officer purposely omits filling a chair rather 
than merely filling them with names. Others have dropped 
men in mid-term because they felt that these men did not 
warrant the honor of holding a station. In olden days the 
various bodies did not operate as a treadmill to turn out a 
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new presiding officer each year. We know that on many 
occasions men would fill stations for several years.

Under our present method of operation we feel that all 
who are qualified should have the opportunity to advance 
through the chairs. With this I have no quarrel, but they 
should be men who are inspired. Napoleon said that in each 
Corporal’s knapsack was the baton of a Field Marshall the 
inspired Corporals were the ones who found the baton. 
A knowledge of your members will materially assist in 
inspiring those whom you appoint to fill the various chairs 
in your Lodge. Know your men! Inspire your men, and 
you will have more men asking for the opportunity to 
work, than you can conveniently use. Opposite the word 
LETHARGY we will write the word INSPIRATION.

POOR RITUALISTIC WORK

If you were to pay one hundred dollars for tickets to 
a performance that ran for three nights; and the entire 
performance was delivered in an amateurish manner, by 
a cast that seemed to have little or no interest in what they 
were doing, and performances were staged with dirty, 
shabby costumes, with an inattentive audience, you would 
certainly demand that your money be refunded.

Yet we are guilty of doing this very same thing to a greater 
or lesser degree in our several organizations. The most 
beautiful words in any ritual cannot overcome handicaps 
such as these. We need in our ritual work men who believe 
what they are saying, men who believe it so wholeheartedly 
that their belief is expressed in every word they say. Men 
who are inspired with their duties will have this belief.

Many of you recall this experience; when you felt that you 
had established complete rapport with the candidate, when 
you felt that he understood you and believed in what you 
were saying, I am sure we have all enjoyed that experience, 
and when that took place were not mouthing words, we 
were expressing ourselves, in our belief in the Tenets of 
Masonry, through the words of the ritual. In order to bring 
about this rapport of kinship, we must first of all believe in 
it, and secondly we must know the words of the ritual so 
well that they become our own words, our own thoughts, 
our own Ideals. Opposite the words POOR RITUALISTIC 
WORK we will write the word BELIEF.

OUTSIDE ENTERTAINMENT

This crutch has been used for ages, time alone should 
relegate it to the trash heap. Our records of many, many 
years show that whenever an alibi was needed, Outside 
Entertainment was the whipping boy, the scapegoat. Now 
I ask you, when has Freemasonry ever been considered a 
form of entertainment? I grant you that in many lodges the 
second section of the third degree may give that impression, 
but regardless of these travesties, our ritualistic work is not 
designed to entertain, it is designed to teach the lessons 
concerning our three great tenets; Brotherly Love, Relief, 
and Truth, and to constantly remind us of the four Cardinal 
Virtues: Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence, and Justice.

Horace Greeley, the great editor of the New York Tribune, 
once received a letter from a lady in another city, in which 
she asked his advice regarding her church, and the problems 
they were having in getting attendance. She wrote, “We 
have tried potluck suppers, box socials, entertainments, 
picnics, concerts, in fact we have exhausted every means 
of this type without success, what can you suggest to bring 
people to our church?” The great journalist replied. “Have 
you tried religion?”

Now let us apply the same logic, and we have the word 
Masonry. I immediately sense the reply to this seemingly 
simple answer. ‘’We have tried that but the membership 
soon tires of degree work”. Masonry consists of much 
more than the actual conferral of the degrees. Have you 
ever fully explored the several lectures of the degrees? 
Have you held meetings where well qualified brothers 
literally dissected a lecture and illustrated each section in 
such a manner that its entire meaning became clear and 
lucid? Have you ever used the biblical quotations in the 
several perambulations as the basis for talks, and allowed 
your imagination to open vista after vista as you consider 
the meaning of each phrase? If you have not, then I suggest 
that you do so. A whole new world will be opened unto 
you.

Our great Fraternity has the enviable reputation of having 
more books written about it than all the other fraternal 
organizations in the world. If you will but take the time 
to even scratch the surface, you will find more interesting 
programs than your lodge could use in the next fifty years. 
Opposite the words OUTSIDE ENTERTAINMENT we 
will write the words MASONIC EDUCATION.
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APPENDANT ORGANIZATIONS

Here is another whipping boy; we have all heard this one. 
“If the membership would pay as much attention to the 
Lodge, as they do to the other bodies, we would have no 
problems”. I have heard that expression in every Masonic 
body, and each blames the one before, or behind it. Before 
committing myself further on this particular subject I ask 
you to consider just one point. The fact that there are so 
many bodies that have either membership in a Lodge as 
a prerequisite, or member relationship as a prerequisite, 
should strike you that this is the finest compliment that an 
organization could have.

Our great fraternity is the only one that has withstood the 
vicissitudes of time and continued on with its purpose 
unchanged, its ceremonies unaltered, and its symbol, the 
white leather apron, unsoiled. We should be proud of all 
these organizations that have allied themselves behind our 
emblem, the emblem that is known throughout the entire 
world, the emblem that is the first target of bigotry and 
oppression, the emblem that is the immediate enemy of 
any dictatorship, be it religious or political.

Now, let us look at the other side of the ledger. There 
is an old saying that water seeks its own level, no one 
organization can hope to be all things to all people, and 
if a member finds an outlet for his particular talents in an 
appendant body, is it not far better that he continue on in 
Masonic work, rather than be lost to Masonry entirely?

As I see it, our Masonic structure can be likened unto 
a huge tree, with the firmly rooted trunk and the main 
branches as the lodge, the other branches, twigs, and leaves 
can well represent the appendant bodies, without which 
our tree could never hope to increase in size. Far-fetched 
you say? No; this tree needs all its branches and leaves to 
nurture the growth of the trunk and the main limbs. Rather 
than deplore the existence of the other bodies, we should 
use them as they are intended to be used; to promote the 
growth of the parent body, to accept the compliment of 
their relationship, and to take a just pride in their successes, 
for each in their way contribute much to all of Masonry. 
Opposite the words APPENDANT ORGANIZATIONS 
let us write the word UTILIZA TION.

LOSS OF STATUS

Status has become a very important part of our lives. No 
longer can we be divided into the rich, the middle class 
and the poor, we now have several strata in each of these 
classes, and America is now a society of levels. It has been 
said that Masonry no longer attracts men of distinction; 
that we have become an organization of mediocrity. I 
do not believe this, the rosters of our membership show 
that we have men of great status among us, men who 
have reached tremendous heights in medicine, literature, 
politics, and also in our latest and greatest adventure, the 
conquest of space.

Admittedly we have a great proportion of our membership 
who do not enjoy these distinctions, but consider the 
lines of the poet Thomas Gray in this Elegy Written in a 
Country Churchyard:

“Far from the maddening crowds ignoble strife,
their sober wishes never learned to stray:

Along the cool, sequestered vale of life they
kept the noiseless tenor of their way”.

and in the Epitaph of the same poem, these lines;
“Large was his bounty and his soul sincere,
Heaven did a recompense as largely send:
He gave a Misery (all he had) a tear, and
gained from Heaven (twas all he wished)

a friend”.

We who can never hope to reach the heights of fame that 
many of our brethren have attained, have just as great 
a responsibility to our fraternity. We are the symbol of 
Masonry to all whom we contact. We stand for our truths, 
our teachings, and our status as a fraternity; in our family 
circle, our neighborhood, our church, our community and 
our business associations.

The well known author Vance Packard, in his book The 
Status Seekers, devotes a chapter to Clubs and Lodges. 
In this chapter he makes this very important observation, 
and I quote, “These Orders did make one important 
contribution to democracy. Like the Roman Catholic 
Church, they embraced the span of the American social 
order. The lodge hall was an excellent place for people of 
all classes to become acquainted, and to understand each 
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other’s problems and aspirations”. He goes on to point out 
that such is not the case today, that those who are considered 
members of the two upper classes have abandoned the 
lodges almost completely in favor of their exclusive civic-
type groups: and typically the lower classes have not been 
able to follow them into these groups.

“Nowadays, the Masons and the Knights of Columbus 
draw their membership predominately from the limited-
success class.” These of course are his observations and 
I can only add mine for what they are worth, when I say 
that I am proud to be placed in this category, because the 
United States of America has always depended upon the 
so-called limited-success, or middle class, to provide not 
only sinews of war in times of national danger, but also 
the greatest part of the wherewithal to keep our economy 
functioning. I grant you that under our present system of 
taxation they are about to break our backs, but hopefully 
we still can exercise that greatest weapon of all:

A weapon that comes down as still
As snowflakes fall upon the sod;
But executes the freeman’s will,

As lightning does the will of God;
And from its force nor doors nor locks

Can shield you -’Tis the ballot-box,

Opposite the words LOSS OF STATUS we will write the 
word YOU.

We have now arrived at the end of our list of signposts 
on the Via Dolorosa and beside it we have another list 
that will, if properly followed turn our footsteps to the 
PATH OF GLORY. I have purposely used the word YOU 
opposite the last sign, because the reason for our existence 
as a great fraternal order, resolves itself about YOU. All 
that Masonry stands for, all that it teaches is centered on 
the individual and his relationship to his fellow man.

Dean Alfange wrote these immortal words and I believe 
that they also exemplify our teachings:

MY CREED

I do not choose to be a common man. It is 
my right to be uncommon - if I can. I seek 
opportunity - not security. I do not wish to 

be a kept citizen, humbled and dulled by 
having the state look after me. I want to take 
the calculated risk; to dream and to build, 
to fail and to succeed. I refuse to barter 
incentive for a dole. I prefer the challenges 
of life to the guaranteed existence; the thrill 
of fulfillment to the stale calm of utopia. 
I will not trade freedom for beneficence, 
nor my dignity for a handout. I will never 
cower before any master, nor bend to any 
threat.

It is my heritage to stand erect, proud and 
unafraid; to think and act for myself, enjoy 
the benefit of my creations, and to face the 
world boldly and say, this I have done. All 
this is what it means to be an American” 
and a Mason.

A VIA DOLOROSA, or A PATHWAY TO GLORY; The 
choice is ours; a stupefying, deadening, downhill road that 
leads to complete oblivion, or a challenging, exhilarating, 
uphill struggle, that leads to the heights surmounted by the 
GREAT WHITE THRONE, there to hear the accolade of 
“Well done thou good and faithful servant; enter thou into 
the Joy of thy Lord.” So mote it be.

Recapitulation:

Via Dolorosa    Pathway to Glory
1. Apathy in the Membership   Interest
2. Lethargy in the Officers   Inspiration
3. Poor Ritualistic Work   Belief
4. Outside Entertainment   Education
5. Appendant Organizations   Utilization
6. Loss of Status    YOU

WB Carl J. Baesemann
Past Master of Denver Lodge No. 5
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The Ties That Bind—Scouting and 
Freemasonry

Lord Robert S. Baden-Powell is generally viewed as 
the founder of the scouting movement; however, 
his involvement with scouting seems to have 

begun almost as an accident. Lord Baden-Powell was 
a military hero in Africa, where he wrote a manual on 
stalking and survival, Aids to Scouting for NCOs and 
Men, published in 1899. When he returned to England, 
he discovered that an unlikely group of fans had taken to 
his manual, young boys. Lord Baden-Powell then drew 
on the work of American Ernest Thompson Seton’s book, 

The Birch Bark Roll of the Woodcraft 
Indians, in order to conduct an 
experiment where he took a group 
of boys to Brownsea Island for a 12-
day immersive experience to teach 
outdoor skills.1 Brownsea turned 
out to be a great success, which then 
led Lord Baden-Powell to formalize 
the structure that would become the 
Scout Association in the U.K.2

The relationship between scouting 
and Freemasonry has deep roots. 
While the founder of the scouting 
movement in the U.K., Lord Baden-
Powell, was not a Freemason, he 
was friends with several Freemasons 
who did influence the fledgling 
organization, including Joseph 
Rudyard Kipling who was the author 
of the The Jungle Book, which 
heavily influenced the mythos of 
the early scouting movement. Bro. 
Kipling was initiated, passed, and 
raised in Hope and Perseverance 
Lodge No. 782, in Lahore, India.3 
Bro. Kipling’s influence on scouting 
can be seen in the name given to the 
Scout Master or parent of “Akela” 
(wolf pack leader in The Jungle 
Book); the terms den and pack; the 
ranks in cub scouting of tiger, wolf, 
and bear; and the story of Akela 
and Mowgli that is still included in 
the Wolf handbook; they can all be 

directly traced back to Kipling and The Jungle Book.4 

Three prominent founders of the Boy Scouts of America 
(BSA) were Freemasons: William D. Boyce, Daniel 

1. https://www.meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Ernest_
Thompson_Seton
2. http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/CubScouts/
Leaders/About/history.aspx
3. http://freemasonry.bcy.ca/biography/kipling_r/
kipling_r.html
4. http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/CubScouts/
Leaders/About/history.aspx
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Carter Beard, and James E. West. According to Boy 
Scout legend, what is now known as the BSA began 
after a fateful encounter that Brother William D. 
Boyce had in London in 1909. According to legend, 
Bro. Boyce became lost in a dense fog while looking 
for an office in the center of the city. Just as Bro. 
Boyce began to lose hope, a boy came to his aid and 
guided Boyce to his destination. When Bro. Boyce 
offered to tip the boy, he refused to accept the tip; 
the young man informed Boyce that he was simply 
doing a good deed, which was his duty as a scout. 
Bro. Boyce then met with Lord Baden-Powell, and he 
was so impressed with the concept of scouting, that he 
returned to America and formed the BSA four months 
later.5 

While this fateful encounter has been retold countless 
times at various scouting functions and printed in 
numerous scouting publications, like the origins of 
Freemasonry, the legend of the founding of the BSA 
is a mixture of both fact and dramatic fiction. It is 
true that Brother Boyce did have an encounter with a 
young boy in 1909, but the boy simply helped Boyce 
cross a busy street to a hotel, and there was no fog 
reported on that day.6 However, the boy did refuse the 
tip because it was his good deed as a scout. The young 
scout did give Bro. Boyce the address of the scout 
headquarters, where Boyce picked up information 
on the group before departing to Africa for a planned 
safari. After his safari, Bro. Boyce returned to the 
scout headquarters in London, where he gained the 
rights to use Lord Baden-Powell’s Scouting for Boys, 
which he used to develop the program for the BSA.

While not as romantic as the oft told Boy Scout legend 
of the unknown scout in the fog, it is true that wealthy 
newspaper owner William D. Boyce did bring scouting 
as we now know it to America. Around the same time 
as the BSA’s chartering on February 8, 1910, there 
were already other groups that were teaching young 
boys outdoor and self-reliance skills. One group was 

5. http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/Founders.pdf
6. Rowan, Dr. Edward L, “To Do My Best: James E. West and 
the History of the Boy Scouts of America,” Las Vegas International 
Scouting Museum. 2005, P. 58.

the Sons of Daniel Boone (a.k.a. Boy Pioneers), which 
was founded in 1905 and led by Brother Daniel Carter 
Beard. Another group was the Woodcraft Indians, 
which was founded in 1906 and led by Brother Carter’s 
friend Ernest Thompson Seton.7 These groups tapped 
into a renaissance of romanticized frontiersman and 
rugged individualism that had begun to spread during 
the Victorian era. While most history of the BSA 
simply notes that many of these existing woodcraft 
boy groups either merged into the BSA or folded, 
the backstory of key founders of the BSA and their 
involvement with Freemasonry is often overlooked.

While admittedly there isn’t any documentary evidence 
regarding Brother Beard’s motives for folding the 
Sons of Daniel Boone into the new BSA organization, 
it is plausible that his fraternal bonds with Brother 
Boyce did play a role. In fact, there are many parallels 
between the way that Masonry as we know it began 
in London, which then found fertile soil in America, 
and the way that scouting began in the U.K., before 
being transplanted into the U.S. We do know that 
from the outset of the founding of the BSA in America 
by Brother Boyce, he chose fellow Freemasons for 
administrative positions. Bro. James E. West was 
appointed as the first Chief Scout Executive, and he 
is largely given credit for forming the BSA into the 
organization that exists today.8 Bro. Beard’s friend 
Ernest Thompson Seton became the first Chief Scout, 
and is responsible for much of the Native American 
symbolism in the BSA.9 Seton was also friends with 
Bro. Manly P. Hall, and Bro. Hall spent a great deal 
of time at Seton’s ranch in New Mexico, where they 
attended Hopi Indian festivals and dances.10

Bro. Beard became the first national Scout 
Commissioner, and he helped to design the original 
BSA uniform, as well as the First Class Scout Badge. 

7. Rowan. P. 25–26.
8. https://www.meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/James_E._
West
9. https://www.meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Ernest_
Thompson_Seton
10. Sahagan, Louis, “Master of the Mysteries: The Life of 
Manly Palmer Hall,” Process Media, 2008, P. 79.
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Bro. Beard was a member of Mariner’s Lodge No. 67, 
New York City, NY, which is known for its famous 
annual Beefsteak Dinner. Bro. Beard was a renowned 
author, illustrator, and naturalist. Bro. Beard was 
lovingly referred to as “Uncle Dan,” and The Daniel 
Carter Beard Masonic Scouter Award honors Beard’s 
contributions to scouting and Freemasonry, which 
is an approved award through the BSA as a national 
Masonic Scouter Award.11

Other notable Freemasons who contributed to early 
scouting were E. Urner Goodman and Carroll A. 
Edson, who founded the Order of the Arrow in 
1915. Edson was a Mason at the time the Order of 
the Arrow was founded, and Goodman later became 
a member. The Masonic influence on the Order of 
the Arrow can be seen in several ways, including the 
fact that members are organized into lodges, there are 

11. http://www.scoutingbsa.org/programs/awards/adult_
leader_awards/Daniel_Carter_Beard_Award.html

passwords and handshakes for each level (degree) 
of membership, and lodges are opened by collecting 
passwords and grips in order to determine that all 
present are members. The three degrees of the Order 
of the Arrow membership also correspond closely to 
the three Blue Lodge Masonic degrees: 

1) Ordeal Membership: “During the experience, 
candidates maintain silence, receive small 
amounts of food, work on camp improvement 
projects, and sleep apart from other 
campers.”12 This is similar to the Entered 
Apprentice experience where candidates are to 
maintain silence during much of the initiation 
(because the SD speaks for him), “labor among 
us,” and are also not allowed into meetings 
Tyled on higher degrees. 

2) Brotherhood Membership: “After 10 months 
of service as an Ordeal member and fulfilling 
certain requirements, a member may take part 
in the Brotherhood ceremony, which places 
further emphasis on the ideals of Scouting 
and the Order. Completion of this ceremony 
signifies full membership in the Order.”13 
The Brotherhood Membership is similar to a 
Fellowcraft, because the Fellowcraft degree 
emphasizes the ideals of the Blue Lodge, 
especially the lessons contained in the middle 
chamber lecture, where the Brother learns his 
wages and is instructed in the mysteries of the 
letter G. 

3) Vigil Honor: “The Vigil Honor is the highest 
honor that the Order of the Arrow can bestow 
upon its members for service to lodge, 
council, and scouting. Membership cannot be 
won by a person’s conscious endeavors.”14 
In Freemasonry, the Master Mason degree 
is considered the “highest degree” of 
Freemasonry, even though other appendant 
body degrees have higher numerical degrees. 

12. http://www.oa-bsa.org/pages/content/membership-and-
induction
13. Id.
14. http://www.oa-bsa.org/pages/content/the-vigil-honor
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Also, the Vigil Honor cannot be awarded 
because of a person’s conscious endeavors, 
in the same way that Freemasonry focuses on 
internal rather than external qualifications for 
membership.

While many conspiracy websites proclaim that 
Freemasonry infiltrated the BSA, or attempt to portray 
the BSA as a nefarious offshoot of Freemasonry aimed 
at young men, nothing could be further from the truth. 
Freemasons have been involved with the BSA since 
the beginning, so it would be hard for the founding 
BSA organizers to infiltrate something that they 
themselves created and organized. Furthermore, the 
BSA is not a Masonic organization, but the founding 
members naturally used the lessons, structures, and 
especially the symbolism found in Freemasonry to 
teach valuable lessons to young men. While using 
different language, the Scout Law and Scout Oath 
can also easily be tied back to lessons found in the 
Blue Lodge from the requirement that a candidate 
have a belief in God, the lessons of working tools, 
the concept of charity, and the overall lessons that 
Freemasons should be men of character, who seek to 
not only better themselves, but also society at large. 
 
Scout Oath: On my honor I will do my best to do my 
duty to God and my country and to obey the Scout 
Law; to help other people at all times; to keep myself 
physically strong, mentally awake, and morally 
straight.

Scout Law: A Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, 
friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, 
brave, clean, and reverent.

The BSA provides one of the few available means to 
give young men a path of initiation to mark a youth’s 
journey from childhood to manhood. Therefore, the 
Brethren that are involved in the BSA take on an 
important role as mentors and guides in the inner 
and outer development of young men. Freemasons 
continue to influence the BSA through the tireless 
work that adult leaders put into the BSA. In many 
ways, working with the BSA allows Masons to put the 
principals and teachings of Masonry into action. The 
Brethren who choose to become leaders in the BSA 

do so because they want to instill the values of self-
reliance, good character, and patriotism to young men, 
just as the Masonic founders of the BSA did over 100 
years ago. 

The ties between Freemasonry and the BSA are best 
summed up by a mallet and chisel that reside in the 
museum of the District Grand Lodge of Punjab in 
Lahore, India, which was a gift from Bro. Joseph 
Rudyard Kipling with a handwritten note:

“If one looks closely at the structure, beliefs and goals 
of both movements, it can be seen that they inculcate 
the highest ideals of respect for the individual 
and society combined with a sense of duty and 
responsibility manifested in self-reliance, service to 
others and charity to all.”

WB Jason Marshall
Past Master, and Charter Member of Lodge Veritas 
#556, and proud Scout Dad. 
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RHETORIC OR COMMUNICATION THEORY

Three men go to visit an individual recommended 
by two other men. They ask this man a few 
questions, chat for a few moments, and depart. 

Masonic rhetoric has been started. We hope it has been, 
and will continue to be effective.

What is this art we call by the name of rhetoric? The 
word does not seem to be used to any great extent today, 
although our Fellowcraft lecture lists it as one of the 
seven arts and sciences that Masons should study. The 
Fellowcraft lecture has this to say concerning rhetoric:

 “Rhetoric teaches us to speak copiously 
and fluently on any subject, not merely 
with propriety alone, but with all the 
advantages of force and elegance.”

The lecture tells us that rhetoric has something to do with 
speaking, to the study of rhetoric should be found in our 
college or university schools or departments of speech. 
Although the departments of speech have classes in 
speech, public speaking, argumentation, and debate, oral 
interpretation, discussion methods, and communication 
theory, we can find very few classes with rhetoric as the 
course title. Still, all of these classes are studies in the field 
we, as Masons, call rhetoric.

In search of understanding about rhetoric, let us examine 
the arts preceding and following rhetoric in the Fellowcraft 
lecture:

 Grammar teaches the proper arrangement 
of words, according to the idiom or 
dialect of any particular people.”

 “Logic teaches us to guide our reason 
discretionally in the general knowledge 
of things, and directs our inquiries after 

truth.”
From the description of these other arts it would appear 
that rhetoric is something other than the use of words 
in a way that makes sense. However, examination of 
the lecture definition finds that both grammar and logic 
are included by other descriptions. We can restate the 
definition of rhetoric in this way: Rhetoric teaches us to 
speak copiously and grammatically on any subject, not 
merely with logic or truth, but with all the advantages 
of force and elegance. This definition includes grammar 
and logic, and still leaves other factors involved in our 
speaking.

The modern dictionary or encyclopedia defines rhetoric 
as the study of persuasion, and the factors which effect 
persuasion. Persuasion in this definition needs defining. 
Does persuasion mean selling, or does it mean gaining 
acceptance from our fellowman, and the actions we 
desire? In the broadest sense can we gain acceptance 
without obtaining either physical or mental action! When 
we, as Masons, try to teach a candidate the meaning 
of a symbol, we are trying to get the mental action of 
accepting that meaning for that symbol. Persuasion means 
communication in this sense.

Rhetoric could be defined as the cement which binds the 
building blocks of words and truth, in order that we gain 
acceptance. Rhetoric is the title we give to the factors that 
enable us to impart “truth” to others. This involves the 
entire communication process.

This paper will discuss several aspects concerning the 
way we communicate our ideas as Masons, using several 
schools of thought concerning effective rhetoric as the 
basis of discussion. This discussion will involve the 
working tools of rhetoric, including how we relate truth, 
symbols, and other techniques to give us effective commu
nication.

Let us look at the matter of truth relationships as they were 
found around the time our lectures were written in their 
present forms. This was the period immediately after the 
formation of the Grand Lodge of England in the year 1717. 
The philosophies concerning how to relate truth used 
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during this period dated back to ancient Greek culture, as 
revived by scholars of the church around the year 1000. 
These philosophies of thought relationship were tried and 
tested for six hundred years, so they were held to be the 
ultimate in the means of gaining acceptance for truth. This 
method of gaining acceptance or proving relationships 
was and is known as the syllogism.

 An example of a syllogism would be:
 All men in this room are Masons.
 Clarence Evans (the man) is in this room.
 Clarence Evans (the man) is a Mason.

The syllogism is a reasoning relationship, based on 
principles of inclusion or exclusion. It would take all night 
to explain the rules concerning validity in a syllogism (and 
I don’t think most of you could sit still that long) so I won’t 
discuss the rules of validity. The important aspect of the 
syllogism is that it includes one group to another group by 
total or partial inclusion in a third group.

Truth and validity must be separated. A syllogism is valid 
if it meets the rules of syllogistic reasoning. A syllogism 
can be valid but not true. For example:

All Masons are good citizens of the United States.
Fidel Castro (of Cuba) is a Mason.

Fidel Castro is a good citizen of the United States.

During the 1700’s and most of the 1800’s, philosophers 
held that any valid conclusion of the syllogism was the 
truth, and could not be questioned. The coffee houses were 
the meeting places during the 1700’s
(Masonic history lists the coffee houses where the lodges 
met which formed the Grand Lodge of England). Our 
ritualists must have questioned the philosophy of the day, 
that the conclusion of a syllogism has to be accepted as 
truth, just as Francis Bacon, I believe it was, found in an 
argument or discussion with a priest in one of the coffee 
houses.

Many of you are aware that Bacon traveled extensively 
for that era, and visited Scotland on several occasions. 
The discussion with the priest started while the coffee 
house society was discussing cows. The discussion must 
have been on the color of cows, and relative merits of 
cows having large areas of black hair, or large areas of 
white hair. Cows around London were black and white. 
Francis Bacon really started the discussion going when 
he stated that he had observed brown cows while on a 
trip to Scotland, the discussion lasted for hours. Finally 

the priest ended the argument by putting the discus sion 
into a syllogism. (Remember, that society held that the 
conclusion of a syllogism had to be true.) The syllogism 
must have stated the “facts” something like this:

 All cows are black and white.
 The animals you saw were cows.
 The animals you saw were black and white.

The syllogism was valid so Bacon lost the argument. Is 
it small wonder that William Preston and our other early 
ritualists avoided this method of gaining acceptance? They 
chose instead to use the techniques of allegory and indirect 
reasoning, that allowed the candidates and members of 
Masonry to reach their own conclusions. This was the 
technique that proved successful for Jesus of Nazareth, as 
he taught through the use of parables.

The school of rhetoric that depended on the syllogism 
became known during its existence as the “Aristotlean” 
school. Rules of validity for the syllogism were found in 
Aristotle’s writings.

Since this school of “Aristotlean” rhetoric depended on 
the study of logic, it is no small wonder our ritualists 
considered persuasion the study of something beside logic.

During the last sixty years a “Non-Aristotlean” school of 
rhetorical thought has emerged, taking General Semantics 
as its name. This school of thought tries to base its methods 
of persuasion on other than relationships of inclusion 
or exclusion, as found in the “Aristotlean” school of the 
middle ages.

It is impossible to cover more than two or three aspects of 
this school at this time. Our Masonic approach to rhetoric 
is in accord with the teachings of General Semantics to a 
great extent.

Semantics is known as the study of words. General 
Semantics studies more than words. General Semantics 
students study psychology, sociology, and other fields in 
order to find better methods of communication. But since 
we have semantics in the name of the school, let us start 
with the nature of words.

Words are symbols which we use to represent items in 
nature, or concepts we accept. Words are our oral symbols, 
just as the square and compasses of Masonry are visual 
symbols. Unless words stand for some-thing, they are 
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meaningless. Our knowledge of the concept that a given 
word represents, depends in large part on our backgrounds. 
The word trowel gives us an excellent Masonic example.

We, as speculative Masons, think of the trowel as a tool 
used to bind articles or concepts together. When we hear 
the sound of the word trowel we visualize something 
like the article in my hand. Yet, if we were members of 
the operative masons craft, we would think of a specific 
type of trowel which could be triangular, square or round. 
The trowel we think of as operative masons could have a 
short handle, no handle, or a very long handle. The image 
we get of a trowel depends on our backgrounds, and the 
situation we observe at the time the symbol “trowel” is 
pronounced.

We have dictionaries to give us the meanings of word 
symbols, which are nothing more than an indication of 
how the greatest number of persons visualize the meaning 
of a symbol.

Masonry’s use of allegory permits its candidates and 
members to give the word symbols used, a meaning that 
relates to the individual’s background. We use illustrations 
to show our definitions of certain items we are talking 
about. The illustrations provide explanations, and provide 
us a common bond of definition on which to base our 
additi onal word symbols.

Words symbolize some readily identifiable concepts, and 
also some very complex concepts. When we speak, we 
sometimes need to relate “how complex is the concept 
for our listeners to grasp” into our speaking. General 
Semantics students find that complex concepts are 
sometimes simpler to grasp by the use of symbol concepts 
that are less complex. It would be foolish to talk about 
Euclid’s problem without first gaining acceptance about 
what constitutes a point and then a line.

Masonry starts with a few concepts in the Entered 
Apprentice degree and advances into more complex 
concepts in the Fellowcraft degree. The most complex 
concepts are reserved for the Master Mason and later 
degrees, when we have established symbol concepts that 
we understand or have reached some basis of symbol 
agreement. We use participation and presentations to gain 
sensory recognition of our concepts.

Even with all the techniques we employ to reach common 
agreement, we find that each candidate receives a slightly 
different concept. This is one of the strengths of Masonic 

rhetoric. (This ability or quality of Masonry is one of the 
reasons it is so hard to give Masonry an exact definition 
we can all accept.)

The difference in ability to perceive the meaning of 
symbols, is one of the reasons the student of General 
Semantics avoids the inclusion, or exclusion reasoning 
relationship of the syllogism. He knows that his listener 
may be including, or excluding, other items in the same 
symbol.

Modern science has found many instances wherein the 
accepted concepts that man has held about certain items 
need to be revised, to cover other situations in which the 
items are found. In the presence of extreme cold science 
has found that some items that will not conduct electricity 
at normal room temperatures are excellent conductors 
of electricity. Science has found that language symbols 
concerning these items used to be flexible. The general 
semantics student might express this by saying, “there 
seems to be an element of ‘is not’ in every ‘is’. Rather than 
saying something ‘is’, we are able to communicate better 
by describing the qualities we include in our symbols with 
qualification, ‘seems to be.’”

Our languages in western civilization originated during 
the inclusion, or exclusion, periods of history. Masonry 
avoided inclusion and exclusion by the use of allegory, 
and drama techniques.

The role of symbols In Masonry is extensive. Why? Are 
symbols tools of rhetoric? I feel that they could be found 
as rhetorical tools, to remind Masons of the moral precepts 
they are to observe. When we speak, we stay away from 
certain words which alienate our audience. The skilled 
speaker knows that certain words will arouse a desired 
response in his audience. The same is true of physical 
symbols observed with the eye. They communicate ideas, 
and start thought patterns in a desired direction.

The octagonal stop sign at our street intersections is an 
example. The experienced driver stops when he sees an 
octagonal sign facing him at an intersection. That is, he 
does after verbal instruction, practice driving, seeing an 
accident caused by not stopping, or perhaps receiving a 
judge’s lecture and paying a fine. He even stops when the 
sign is turned so he can see just the shape, and not the 
word “stop.”

Masonry’s use of the builder’s tools as symbols for moral 
concepts is excellent for reminding us that our speculative 
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craft grew from the Operative craft. The builder’s tools are 
common, and almost daily reminders to most of us that we 
have an obligation to lead upright lives.

It is only fair that, after we have considered the school of 
thought that considered itself “Aristotlean.” and the school 
of thought that considers its teaching “Non-Aristotlean,” 
we should go back and actually study what Aristotle had 
to say of persuasion, or communication. Which of the 
schools of thought we have discussed are actually closest 
to the teachings of Aristotle concerning rhetoric?

Aristotle divided rhetoric into three major areas of 
consideration. He covered these areas in several books, 
each of which interrelate with the others.

The Logos, or logic, of Aristotle did formulate the rules of 
validity of the syllogism, however, Aristotle spent much 
of his writing on the need for the truth in the premises 
of the syllogism. Aristotle spent time with his students 
concerning the nature that induction has with acceptance, 
or truth. Aristotle taught that the best method of gaining 
logical agreement was to start with a basis of common 
agreement, and then to proceed into the areas in which we 
desire to gain agreement.

During our ritual presentation, the ritual of Masonry takes 
care of logic, or logos, for us. The thing that is important 
for us, as individuals, is the aspect of logos outside the 
ritual presentations. As you recall, our lecture description 
of rhetoric spoke of speaking on any subject with 
propriety. This means that we have to study these other 
subjects in order to find the common area of agreement 
with our listeners. We have to start in their experiences 
that are similar to ours, to convince them that they should 
accept what we are trying to teach them. When we know 
the basis of their thinking, we can work from that basis to 
gain acceptance.

The audience emotional factors, or pathos, constitutes 
another of the areas covered by Aristotle. As we speak we 
must consider whether the audience wants to hear what we 
have to say, and other emotional factors that might keep 
the audience from giving us full attention.

The candidate for Masonic light has indicated to us his 
desire to receive our teachings. If he were not so inclined, 
he would not have requested a petition, allowed an 
examining committee to visit his home, permitted himself 
to be prepared in accordance with our customs, or answered 
the questions put to him so many times after his admission 

to the lodge.

We must maintain this emotional contact through our 
actions as members of the lodge. The Ancient Landmarks 
of Masonry, if observed, will do much to insure that we 
have Pathos in the lodge room. A private committee in the 
back of the room indicates to the candidate that -members 
of the lodge do not consider the work important. If they 
did they would not be talking, but listening.

The ethos portion of the teachings of Aristotle consider the 
aspects of the speaker or speakers. Are they the types of 
individual we want to receive instruction from? Masonic 
rhetoricians obtain ethos through their upright conduct, 
preparation, and confidence in knowledge of truth.

Ethos, pathos, and logos are inseparable in speech situations 
at times. Can you recall a situation in which a well prepared, 
qualified ritualist has paused to provide emphasis, or to 
draw a breath, only to have someone prompt him from 
someplace in the room? The candidate starts to listen for 
other, voices in the room, the lodge members start listening 
for mistakes rather than content, and the speaker loses his 
confidence and leaves out an important part of the work. If 
this happens we do not have ethos, pathos, or logos, and it 
all started with an unnecessary prompting. The rhetoric or 
communication that was expected to take place must wait 
until later.

Our schools of communication today use a combination 
of the teachings of Aristotle and General Semantics as the 
basis for instruction. They do this to keep the principles 
sound and the instruction flexible and dynamic.

Our Masonic fraternity has been able to grow and endure 
since its precepts and rhetoric have been flexible, and able 
to adjust to situations as they occur. Other societies, and 
even entire nations, have failed to maintain flexibility 
in their communication and were unable to maintain 
acceptance. By not gaining acceptance they were unable 
to gain the members they needed, or became prey for other 
organizations.

The flexible, adjusting communication of the tenets or 
moral living has brought Masonry to us. Let us be worthy 
of the truth this has placed in our hands, and study rhetoric 
or communication theory so that our institution can 
continue to attract the new blood it needs.

WB Gordon A. Merrick, 
Henry M. Teller Lodge No. 144, Denver
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Freemasonry is defined as a system of morality 
veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols. A 
more comprehensive and exact definition is that it 

is a science which is engaged in the search after divine 
truth, and which employs symbolism as its method of 
instruction. Freemasonry is the search after truth, and 
that truth is the unity of God and the immortality of the 
soul, ideas of the nature of God and the nature of man 
are always interdependent.

The philosophy of Freemasonry is engaged in the 
contemplation of the divine and human character; of God 
as the eternal, self-existent being; of man as an immortal 
being, preparing in the present life for an eternal future. 
These two doctrines, then, of the unity of God and the 
immortality of the soul, constitute the philosophy of 
Freemasonry.

Its humane and elevating principles teach our individual 
responsibility to society and our moral accountability. 
To realize and to faithfully discharge our obligations 
to our fellow men and our duties to God. This can be 
accomplished only by learning the lessons, doing the 
work, practicing the principles and living the life as 
they are unfolded and explained in its significant and 
impressive ceremonies, its sublime doctrines and 
its great, profound, and inestimable divine truths. 
Freemasonry keeps constantly before our minds the 
highest and noblest ideas and ideals. To cultivate the 
highest integrity of mind and purest and most lofty 
motives, our ideals are our most precious possessions. 
Their virtue lies in our living up to them.

The best within us needs stimulation. That is what 
Freemasonry aims to do. To acquire an accurate, distinct 
and comprehensive understanding of Freemasonry, its 

meaning and purpose, or to gain any real advantage from 
it, it is necessary to start at its beginning and proceed step 
by step, to trace its rise and progress in the natural and 
logical order of its growth and development. The road to 
truth, particularly to subjects connected with antiquity, 
is generally choked with fable and error. Because a story 
has been related one way for a hundred years past is not, 
alone, sufficient to stamp it with truth.

It is generally agreed that the search for truth is the 
ultimate objective of all Masonry, both in the craft and 
other rites. The legend or myth of the lost word works 
in nicely with that theme, the lost word supposedly 
being the true name of deity. More light is an expression 
familiar to all Freemasons, light being symbolic of 
knowledge, learning, intelligence, truth. This has been 
the subject matter of many books and dissertations in the 
literature of the fraternity which, however, tend to drift 
into mysticism.

By knowing the truth, we understand God’s love and 
goodness and we are assured that good surrounds us 
which gives joy to our days, contentment and purpose 
to our lives, and fills us with gratitude in the everlasting 
flow of it into our experiences. To persist in this is to 
know that good is unlimited, while evil disappears when 
we cease to sustain it.

Truths and semi-truths - every day is a dull day to a 
dull person. Friendship, like a farm, requires constant 
cultivation. Some people are like lamps; they stand in 
their own light. If you stretch the truth, it is likely to 
fly back and hurt you. Some of our socalled necessary 
evils are not so necessary as they are convenient. It is 
all right to drink to your friend’s health, but don’t drink 
away your own. Never sell the truth to save the hour. To 

www.LivingStonesMagazine.com


Know the Truth                                    by Clarence Evans

21Visit us online at: www.LivingStonesMagazine.com

desert the truth in the hour of need is to prove that we do 
not know the truth.

Anybody can soil the reputation of any individual, 
however pure and chaste, by uttering a suspicion that his 
enemies will believe and the friends never hear of. A puff 
of the idle wind can take a million of the seeds of a thistle 
and do mischief which the husbandman must labor long 
to undo, the floating particles being too fine to be seen, 
and too light to be stopped. Such are the seeds of slander, 
so easily sown, so difficult to be gathered up, and yet so 
pernicious in their fruits. The slanderer knows that many 
a mind will catch up the plague and become poisoned by 
his insinuations, without ever seeking the antidote. No 
reputation can refute a sneer, nor can any human skill 
prevent mischief.

A Mason should never doubt his ability to demonstrate 
the truth. Truth and right are conquerors and no true 
Mason despairs of final victory. We are to think on those 
things which are of good report, that is, we are to think on 
those things which are of the truth. If we do this, we can 
accomplish them within our own sanctum sanctorum, 
which is our inner mind. God will supply all our needs. 
We are fed from the table of the universe, whose board 
is spread with blessedness and peace; whose loving 
kindness has never been fathomed; whose grace and truth 
are the cornerstones of reality. We are to be fed, clothed, 
and supplied in every need, straight from the center and 
source of all. More than this, we could not ask, greater, 
could not be given. Lowell tells us that “heaven alone is 
given away,” and all is ours for the asking, shall not this 
asking, then, include all righteousness and truth.

In Masonry’s relation to religion, we find a mighty river 
of influence reaching back into the mountains of time, 
meeting many obstacles in its onward course, yet ever 
traveling forward, bearing on its bosom the everlasting 
truth of the fatherhood of God. In ages past, men have 
stood upon the great divide that separated their earthly 
existence from their state of being in the great beyond, 
grasping in one hand the slender thread of life and 
with the other reaching out and groping in the limitless 
expanse of eternity. Nuggets of gold as vast as the earth 
and as numberless as the hordes of stars that deck the 
evening sky, worldly wealth and honor or the plaudits of 
the multitude, were as nothing compared with the peace 

and joy they sustained. By holding fast in their hearts, 
with a boundless faith their Masonic ideals, so we stand 
today as it was in the yesterdays, and as it will be in the 
tomorrows. Masonry is unchanging - unchanging in that 
the truth never changes, and Masonry is the truth.

We do not create truth, we have constant access to it. Let 
us continue this adventure today and partake more freely 
of it.

Truth is eternal and embraces all that we think of as 
good, as perfect, as right; and we receive it in the form of 
constructive ideas. It is the only source of all happiness, 
abundance and health that man has. Each has entry to 
this spiritual storehouse by way of mind - by belief and 
acceptance. Refuse no gift of truth by mistaking a limited 
appearance for reality. All live in the one presence, and 
we look to the day when every person shall make this 
discovery for himself. We hasten that day as we share the 
riches of spirit and let them manifest through each day’s 
activities.

Our path of good leads outward from the indwelling 
truth of our being. We turn to the spirit now, gratefully 
accepting every idea that will produce a more perfect 
experience today. We let ourselves be led to ever-new 
discovery and ever-unfolding riches of God. He keeps us 
in the way of good. We are thankful that the inner path of 
wondrous adventure is open to every man.

“Truth must be measured according to intelligence; it 
must be veiled from the feeble and concealed from the 
wicked, who are capable of seizing only the fragments, 
which they turn into weapons of destruction. Keep it in thy 
heart and let it speak through thy work, knowledge will 
be thy might, faith thy sword and silence thy armor that 
cannot be broken.” The wisdom of these words becomes 
manifest when we carefully analyze and examine them. 
One would think that this wisdom must have been one 
of the guiding principles of our Masonic ancestors in the 
evolution of the ritual.

So masonry veils certain of its secrets and truths and 
those who so desire may lift the veil and discover the 
truths so lightly hidden. These truths like the so-called 
“higher criticism” of the Bible are sometimes dangerous 
when told to the thoughtless or feeble; they may destroy 
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what faith they already have, although to the initiated 
they strengthen their faith. That is why the mysteries of 
old were instituted; these were schools where the aspirant 
for knowledge and wisdom was initiated or prepared 
to have the knowledge imparted to him. Without the 
proper preparation, the truth is destructive to whom it 
is imparted.

If God is all in all, and if all of God is everywhere 
equally present, then not some part of the 
goodness of God, but the whole goodness of God 
is constantly present and always a potential with 
us. When we really understand this truth, we can 
never again feel deprived of anything we desire 
that will improve our condition or add joy to our 
life. The divine abundance is ever available to us. 
We are, in the truest sense of the word, one with 
God. Because what God is, is what we are. Any 
individual may express as much of the qualities 
of the God-life within him as he is personally 
able to understand, to accept, and to embody in 
his daily expression of life. As we learn to seek 
the wholeness of life, and daily express gratitude 
for our unity with it, we will find a security that 
cannot be dispelled.

The degrees of Masonry talk to the individual 
and not to the masses. Masonry is synonymous 
with the highest and truest ideals of manhood, 
and the purest morality. Every Mason who 
earnestly seeks, will find in its teachings and in 
its philosophy the sublimest inspiration. Every 
degree leads upward to the infinite truths of 
the great architect. Its great fundamental is 
an unswerving belief and trust in God. Its only 
creed is love and service. When one passes the 
tiled door, he voluntarily pledges himself to be 
steadfastly faithful to the best ideals; the honor 
of Masonry, he is taught to hold as his own, a 
priceless thing, dearer than all other things. A 
promise made becomes a duty to perform, and 
it will appeal to him that the dignity of Masonry 
that attaches to each individual member may 
not be lightly tarnished by any unworthy word or 
act, without marring the dignity and fair name 
of the Masonic fraternity. As Masons we sense 
that truth is light. Know the truth and the truth 
will make you free.

WB Clarence E. Evans
Past Master of Research Lodge of Colorado
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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE MASONIC CHARGE
  

In Operative Masonry, the top most stone of a 
building, when placed in its proper position to signify 
the completion of the structure, is called the cope-

stone. In days gone by, the placing of the cope-stone at 
the pinnacle of an edifice was an occasion for jubilation 
among the craftsmen involved in its construction. The 
reason for rejoicing was that the setting of this particular 
stone marked the accomplishment of a task assigned and 
the complete execution of the master builder’s designs.

In Speculative Masonry, the chief aim of the Fraternity 
is to build the spiritual and moral edifice of each 
candidate, “agreeably to the designs laid down by the 
Supreme Architect of the Universe.” Like the “house 
of many mansions,” the Masonic edifice, figuratively, 
also has various rooms which we call degrees; and from 
time immemorial, the completion of each room has 
been climaxed by the placing of a “cope-stone” or the 
reading of a charge which has been used as a means of 
summarizing, for the candidate, the lessons exemplified 
in the degree.

The Masonic Charge, in some form, doubtless has 
existed from the very inception of Freemasonry itself. 
The study of its origin takes the student back through 
the dim corridors of “time whereof the memory of man 
runneth not to the contrary,” for if Masonry has existed 
from time immemorial, then it is logical to assume 
that the ancients also used some form of summation to 
candidates following their ceremonial rites. However, it 
must be conceded that the final exhortations received by 
the candidate in the Egyptian, Persian or even the earliest 
rites of English Masonry were far from approxi mating 
the conciseness of thought or beauty of rhetoric found in 
the present day Masonic Charges.

Masons of today are indebted to many dedicated scholars 
and students, among whom are such men as William 
Hutchinson, Dr. William Preston and Thomas Smith 
Webb, for the pithy and compendious charges that follow 
the Three Degrees and which together contain “an epitome 
of duty” for the candidate as well as the adept. Our deep 
gratitude to these truly great and learned Masons stems 
from the knowledge that they performed great services 
for the Craft and by their Herculean labors were able to 
sift the golden grain of Masonic precepts from the chaff 
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of apocrypha or legends which were interwoven in the 
Old Charges of the Seventeenth Century.

According to Mackey, these Old Charges were nothing 
more than “Old records containing a history, very 
often somewhat apocryphal of the origin and history 
of Masonry and regulations for the government of the 
Craft.” Although these documents contained regulations 
for the government of the Craft, they were also intermixed 
with fiction and fables. According to this great scholar, 
one of the several fanciful tales found therein claimed 
that our common parent, Adam, was a Grand Master and 
that the Garden of Eden was a lodge. If this is cause to 
smile this writer finds it difficult to accept the assertion 
that “Our ancient brethren dedicated their lodges to 
King Solomon, because he was our first most worshipful 
grand master.”

In any event, in 1722, the Duke of Montague, who was 
then the Grand Master of England, decided to have 
something more authentic and historically correct than 
that which was contained in the existing charges. As a 
consequence, he directed that the existing documents be 

collected, edited and added to the Book of constitutions 
which was in the process of being printed under the 
direction of Dr. James Anderson, another great Mason of 
those times. This was accordingly done and resulted in 
the compilation and printing of the document known as 
“The Old charges of Free and Accepted Masons.” These 
Charges, by universal agreement, constitute a part of the 
fundamental law of Freemasonry, today.

From this priceless document have been extracted six 
charges which summarize the regulations governing 
the behavior and deportment of a Mason as he travels 
the road of life; and the Grand Lodge of Colorado, 
itself, recognizes these six charges “as embodying the 
most important points of the ancient written as well as 
the unwritten law of Masonry.” This set of injunctions 
can be found in any present day copy of the Colorado 
Craftsman. They are divided into general headings 
which are as follows:

1. Of God and Religion
2. Of the Civil Magistrates, Supreme and Subordinate
3. Of Lodges
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4. Of Masters, Wardens and Apprentices
5. Of Management of the Craft in Working
6. Of Behavior (namely in various situations)

With no intention of trying to appear erudite or pedantic, 
this writer feels that all members of the Fraternity 
would acquire a broader and more meaningful concept 
of the practical application of Masonic teachings and 
philosophy were there more than a mere perusal of the 
contents of these charges. In fact, in this area, the wise 
Master of a lodge can certainly find precious gems of 
Masonic philosophy which, during allotted times in a 
lodge meeting, can be implanted in the hearts and minds 
of brethren, which can make them wiser, better and 
happier.

Thus far, we have considered only a very sketchy, faulty 
review of the origin and development of the present day 
Masonic Charges However, in spite of this defective and 
inadequate digest, the writer is certain that no thinking 
Mason considers the Charges ineffective and therefore 
would advocate their elimination; for I am convinced 
that there is a divine “something” in each of us that tells 
us that regardless of our own deportment, the Masonic 
Charges encompass the very heartbeat of a vibrant, living 
philosophy and do contain be entire formulae for the full 
duty of a Mason.

The second part of this paper is not intended, in any way, 
to stir up controversy. If perchance, it is instrumental in 
bringing forth a discussion of differences of opinion on 
the proposition to which it relates, it will have served 
some purpose, at least. However, this writer is merely 
presenting thoughts in support of the thesis that because 
the Masonic Charges contain the “epitome of duty of a 
Mason” and that which “is fundamen tal to all Modern 
Masonic ‘faith and practice,’” then it is important that 
some formula or practice be employed whereby the 
candidate will have these spiritual teachings impressed 
as permanently on his heart and mind as any other part of 
the existing Masonic “catechism.”
Having served on examining committees of the Lodge, it 
has been possible to make observations that have led to 
conclusions which are felt to be apropos to the support of 
the proposition advanced in this paper. I refer to occasions 
when some visiting Brother who has not attended a 
Masonic communication for a long and extended period 
of time and yet, because he had been required to memorize 
parts of the lectures of the Three Degrees, some word 

or phrase used in mere conversation, during the period 
of interrogation, has revived the subconscious mind to 
reveal information which has satisfied the examining 
committee. From these conclusions, it is my deliberate 
and considered opinion that men retain an enthusiastic 
interest in and for the Masonic Fraternity longer than for 
any other organization, sometimes, sad to say, even their 
church, simply because of the requirement of having to 
meet the qualification of proficiency on the lectures of 
the several degrees.

It is not within the scope of this paper to discuss how 
intensive or extensive the examination of a visiting 
brother should be. But, in this connection it is sufficient to 
say that we are all agreed that the Fifteenth Landmark of 
Freemasonry must be strictly adhered to and preserved. 
To this writer it has been an obvious fact that a Mason’s 
ability to answer the examining committee’s question 
has been enhanced by his knowledge of basic Masonic 
philosophy as contained in the several Masonic Charges.

The proposition of requiring a candidate to memorize 
a thought, word or phrase contained in a Charge is in 
no way an infringement of the ancient Land Marks nor 
a deviation from the established usages and customs of 
the Fraternity. It is not an infringement because there is 
no design or attempt to add or subtract from the ancient 
teachings of the Craft or the code of its philosophy. It 
is not a deviation because the requirement would be 
in accordance with the present usage and practice of 
requiring proficiency as a factor in qualifying for the true 
status of Master Mason.

Let us consider, again some of the beautiful and profound 
teachings, truths and axioms which are contained in the 
Charges of the Three Degrees and whose importance in 
the Masonic education of the candidate is often totally 
missed or “glossed over” simply because by the time 
the Charge is delivered, too often, the candidate’s mind 
has reached a saturation point, so to speak; and again, 
sometime because of the ineffective manner in which it 
is read or recited.

To this writer there is nothing more impressive and 
worthy of remembrance than the admonition to the 
Entered Apprentice that as a Mason, he is to inculcate 
three great duties, “to God, himself, and to his neighbor,” 
that in his outward demeanor, he is “avoid censure or 
reproach,” and to refrain from arguments with those who 
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through ignorance might ridicule the Fraternity.
What better axiom can a candidate remember throughout 
life than that which he receives at the conclusion of the 
Second Degree when he is informed that “it is the internal 
and not the external qualifications of a man that Masonry 
regards,” and that as he “increases in knowledge he will 
improve in social intercourse.” Moreover he is enjoined 
not to “palliate or aggravate the offenses” of his Brethren.

Finally, who can conscientiously say that there are any 
injunctions or exhortations more elegantly concise 
or more powerfully expressed than the words taken 
from the Charge at Raising: “You are now bound by 
duty, honor and gratitude to be faithful to your trust, to 
support the dignity of your character on every occasion 
and to enforce by precept and example, obedience to the 
tenets of the Institution,” or, “Universal benevolence 
you are always to inculcate and by the regularity of your 
own behavior afford the best example for the conduct of 
others less informed.” And, finally, “Let no motive make 
you swerve from your duty, violate your vows or betray 
your trust ... “

These teaching, these axioms, and these profound 
pronouncements constitute the core and heart of the 
Masonic code of philosophy and merit the best efforts 
of the Fraternity in being impressed on the hearts and 
minds of its members in such a manner that no lapse of 
time can ever erase them therefrom.
In regards to the value and importance of the Old Charges 
and which this writer feels is just as applicable to those 
of the present day, the late beloved Brother Claude 
Claudie who was perhaps the greatest and most profound 
Masonic thinker of this age said, “As a whole, however, 
the Old Charges are concerned with a man’s relations 
with his God, his fellowman and his own conscience. 
There are a body of spiritual teachings, admonitions, 
exhortations designed to keep the Mason on friendly 
terms with Masons, and to make the fraternity a living, 
moving vehicle in which man may travel happily with 
his fellowman.

As such, as well as because they are fundamental to 
all Modern Masonic ‘faith and practice,’ they can be 
studied, learned, and lived, with profit to the reader (i.e., 
to the individual Mason) and the Fraternity.” Now, If 
we are agreed with this eminent Masonic thinker that 
the Charges are “fundamental to all Masonic faith and 
practice” and that they “can be studied and learned and 

lived with profit”; if we are honestly convinced that 
there is a superlative philosophic value in them; and if 
we genuinely feel that they contain spiritual teachings 
which are conducive to happier relations among Masons 
and all Mankind; then I fraternally submit that we will 
give serious thought to the exploration of the means 
and implementation of ideas whereby the Charges will 
be transformed into one, veritable pole star to guide 
Masons along the road of a virtuous life leading to a 
glorious immortality.

Let it be our earnest prayer then, that the Supreme Grand 
Master will give unto us Divine guidance and long 
suffering patience as we explore means and study methods 
whereby the indelible impressions of these precepts on 
human hearts and minds may become a reality because 
they are incorporated in the very catechism of that 
divine and moral system known as Freemasonry. If and 
when this happens, we will then be truly exemplifying 
the profound hypothesis of the immortal Webster when 
he wrote, “But if we work on men’s immortal minds, if 
we imbue them with high principles, with the just fear of 
God and love of their fellowmen, we engrave on those 
tablets which no time can efface and which will brighten 
to all eternity.”

If and when this should become a fact, then we, too, like 
the Operative Masons of old, can have just cause to exult 
as the Masonic Charge is given to the candidate, for then, 
we shall feel secure in the knowledge that the “cope-
stone” of his moral, spiritual and Masonic edifice will 
withstand the insidious erosion called lapse of memory 
and forgetfulness which comes with the passage of time 
and absence from a lodge of Freemasons.

WB Dom Venditti 
Silver State Lodge No. 95, in Pueblo, Colorado
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