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Promise
Yourself...
To be so strong that nothing can
disturb your peace of mind.
To talk health, happiness, and
prosperity to every person you
meet.
To make all your friends feel that
there is something in them.
To look at the sunny side of
everything and make your
optimism come true.
To think only of the best, to work
only for the best, and to expect
only the best.
To be just as enthusiastic about
the success of others as you are
about your own.
To forget the mistakes of the past
and press on to the greater
achievements of the future.
To wear a cheerful countenance
at all times and give every living
creature you meet a smile.
To give so much time to the
improvement of yourself that you
have no time to criticize others.
To be too large for worry, too
noble for anger, too strong for
fear, and too happy to permit the
presence of trouble.
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President’s Message
Ok, I know the last two newsletters I have said that Spring is coming….I promise it is, but Mother Nature has delayed our Spring season a bit. Not much we can do but wait Her out until she decides to
send the drier warmer weather to us.
Wow, April has been a very busy month for our Club as you will see
thru out this newsletter: Scholarship applications, Regional Oratorical Contest at the Osage Center, Respect for Law Day & banquet,
Youth In Government, Feed My Starving Children event, committees
picked for the SHINE Club, Safety City, Bingo committee & Nominating committee, and lastly our ongoing monthly BINGO nights.
Thank you, thank you, and thank you to the club members who had
any kind of participation in any of these programs or activities. That
is why I love this club; we have great volunteers that give of their
time to help “Bring Out the Best in Kids”. With so many activities one
can surely find something that they would like to help with. Please
be sure to step up and talk to the chairwomen of the committee if
there is something particular you would like to help with.
This month is Optimist In Action so the NOW committee has decided
to continue with “Bring A Friend” to an Optimist meeting for the
month of May. We had at least one guest at every meeting in April
with a few that will be joining our club! Please remember it is not
necessary that your guest feels they are being pressured into joining,
maybe in a few months or even a year they will remember the good
time and friendly faces they saw and met at the meeting and will
then want to join us. A free lunch and a gift bag are given to each
guest brought to the meeting. Surely you have a friend you want to
invite to lunch which just happens to be on Wednesday’s at noon?
I wish every one of you a HAPPY SPRING and look forward to seeing
you at the meetings.
Susan

MEETING SCHEDULE—MAY

May Birthdays
5-06
5-07
5-11
5-25
5-28

Kathy Lefebvre
Holly Statler
Lavern Smith
Mary Talley
Ann Fields

01

Board Meeting 6:30 p.m.

02

Noon Meeting—Delmonico’s

09

Noon Meeting—Delmonico’s

16

Noon Meeting—Delmonico’s

23

Noon Meeting—Delmonico’s

30

President’s Choice

Business Meeting

Program: Chief Juvenile Officer 32nd Circuit—Randall
Rhodes
Fellowship: Connie Werner
and Sarah Keys
Program: Teen Challenge
Lemonade House Grill

WHERE ARE YOU?
Are you proud to be an Optimist? Are you proud of the many projects that the club supports? Our
two main fund raisers are Bingo and the Fair Gates. The money earned supports projects which serve
the youth of Jackson and surrounding communities. Supporting these projects take money!
Last year we earned $37,500 working bingo—that is a staggering amount for a not-for-profit organization. On the average 20 members (33%) of our membership earn 90% of our budget. Are you part
of the 33%? Let’s see if we can raise that percentage!
Can you spare a few hours, at least 4 Friday nights a YEAR to help raise money for the many projects
we help fund? There is a job for everyone starting at 2 pm and going to 9 pm. No skills are required,
your fellow Optimists are waiting and willing to train and assist you. We need your help so we can
continue to fund our numerous youth oriented projects. Who knows you might have FUN and a great
way to get to know some of your fellow members.
Carol Rohlfs and the Bingo Committee
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April 4
Business Meeting
 Discussion of Board Meeting (see Board
Briefs at the right).
April 11
Program—Fellowship
Donna Rushing and Paula Givens led fellowship. The activity was designed to learn a little
bit of personal information about each member. A beach ball with a variety of questions
written on it was tossed from one member to
another. The receiver of the ball was to answer the question where their left hand landed. This required hand-eye coordination and
knowing the left hand from the right. Everyone had fun with the activity.
April 18
Program—IC music students
Pam Dumey, music teacher at Immaculate
Conception brought a group of students to
perform for us. The group played several selections of West African music. The instruments used had been personally purchased by
Pam during the last several years. Thanks to
this group for an informative and entertaining
presentation. (See photos on page 5)

The Board of Directors met on Tuesday, April
3, 2018 at the law office of Mary Boner.
Committee Updates
Bingo—Mary reported that our income for
this year is well behind this time last year. She
also noted that we need to find a way to get
more members to work at Bingo. President
Susan will appoint a committee to look at this
issue.
Girls State and Boys State—Faith Dynneson
and Sarah Fetterhoff were chosen by our club
for Girls State. Sean Cheney was selected for
Boys State.
Feed My Starving Children—Our club will
work the 9-11 shift on Saturday, April 21.
Action Items
• A line item for Band Shell beautification
will be added to the annual budget in the
amount of $300. The Jackson Municipal
Band will fund this.
• Approved a donation of $250 for a Blue
Ribbon Sponsorship to the Mississippi
Valley Therapeutic Horsemanship Horse
Show on May 5.
• Approved maintenance and upgrades to
Bicycle Safety Area in the Jackson City
Park. A committee consisting of Susan
Hahs, Janet Poston, Carol Rohlfs, Lesa
Weiss, Donna Rushing, and Patty Turner
will evaluate and develop ideas for the
project.

April 26
Program—Fellowship
Anita Sievers led fellowship with a brainstorming team activity entitled “Optimist Team
Feud” (similar to the TV game show Family
Feud). Teams consisted of 5 or 6 people. Each
team was given 6 questions and they were to
brainstorm 8 possible answers. Teams received points for answers that matched the
actual survey answers. The team with the
highest number of points won a small trophy
cup with Smarties inside.

Looking Ahead
July 7-10 Optimist International Convention
Ottawa, Ontario Canada

One visitor and 22 members were present.
Door prizes were awarded.

August 10-12 East Missouri District Convention—Cape Girardeau, MO

Paula Givens and Donna Rushing
led the fellowship activity.
Susan Hahs models one of the bicycle helmets that the
club has on hand. The club is looking for ways to donate these to children in the local area. We only have
sizes XS/S and L/XL.

Winners of the “Optimist Team Feud” activity:
Janell Hinkebein, Lesa Weiss, Paula Givens, Donna Rushing, Ann Fields, and Esther Bohnert. Good
Job Ladies!

Anita Sievers presented Dime-a-Day
pins to Susan Hahs and Janet Poston
for their donation of $36.50 to Optimist
International

A new project for our club-The SHINE Club was created by Stacy Bohnsack a teacher at Jackson’s
East Elementary. The Shine Club was developed to interface socialization for students with disabilities with students without disabilities. SHINE stands for Supportive, Helpful, Inclusive, Nice & Encouraging. We were privileged to have the members of Shine Club to come and present to our
club. They shared the activities they were involved in such as making dog toys out of old t-shirts
to donate to the Humane Society. They also participate in the Special Olympics, district wide dances, bowling parties & movies, plus arts & crafts.
Clarinda met with Stacy Bohnsack and Ashlee Seabaugh to develop possible ideas which we could
support, and help them grow as a Club. Stacy and Ashlee have set a goal for Shine Club to eventually expand to the other schools. The teachers are very excited for us to help give them support
and woman power for some of their activities.
We have formed a committee that is going to look at their various activities, events, and ideas to
see which one would fit us as a club. Although we would love to help any and all ways we could,
realistically we will have to decide which activities and events we can support. This new committee will report their recommendations back to the Optimist board and club. If you are interested in joining this committee once the evaluation is done or have comments or questions please
contact Clarinda Unger, Pat Abernathy, Paula Dow, Donna Rushing or Janell Hinkebein.

The nominating committee is looking for club members to serve as a
board member or a club officer.
We need a President-Elect, a Vice
President, and 3 board members.
Please give serious consideration
to taking the opportunity to serve
in a leadership position.
If you would like to be nominated
for any of these leadership position, please notify one of the members of the Nominating Committee.
Members are: Emily Collins (2437613), Debra Hoffmann (2437479), or Norma Yost (243-1838).

Park Day
Wanda Young and I with help from the Progressive 4-H Club pulled weeds, picked up
leaves and spread some mulch. Darrell’s Hosta
got a good mulching. Things are starting to
bloom. A couple more bags and the front beds
will be mulched and then we will be done.
Hope we have a pretty Band Shell area this
year.
Pat Abernathy

The Jackson Noon Optimist Club and The Optimist Club of Jackson held the annual Respect for Law
Day on Thursday, April 19. Students from Jackson R-2 and St. Paul Lutheran participated. Twelve students were selected—6 girls and 6 boys. Students were chosen by writing the winning essay from
their class. Essay title was “Why Do We Have Laws and What Can I Do To Respect Law Enforcement?”.
The banquet to recognize the students and the members of law enforcement was held on Tuesday,
April 24 at The Optimist Club of Jackson’s meeting at the KC Hall.
Members attending the banquet from the noon club were: Lauri Spain, Pat Abernathy, Paula Givens,
Debra Hoffmann, Anita Sievers, Clarinda Unger, Wanda Young, Janet Poston, Carol Rohlfs, Donna
Rushing, Janell Hinkebein, Susan Hahs, Mary Kirn, Patty Turner, and Judy Beussink.

Youth in Government Day was held on Friday, April 20. This
is a special day when area high school students are chosen
to shadow community officials. The Jackson Noon Optimist
Club sponsored breakfast. Serving were LaDonia Beggs, Esther Bohnert and Emily Collins.
Reported by LaDonia Beggs

Students at Youth in Government Day.

Kelly Waller, Jackson R-2 School Board President on the left and Dr. John Link, School Superintendent pose with the students selected
to shadow the Jackson R-2 School Board on
Youth in Government Day.

Alex Austin, chair of Youth in Government;
Jamie Schumacher, President of the men’s
club, Esther Bohnert, noon club committee
member, Susan Hahs, noon club President;
LaDonia Beggs, noon club committee member, Emily Collins, noon club committee
member; Jim Young, men’s club representative

Club members volunteered to work the 9-11 a.m.
shift at the Feed My Starving Children event on
Saturday, April 21. Members participating in the
event were: Susan Hahs, Donna Rushing, Carol
Rohlfs, Clarinda Unger, Pat Abernathy, Emily Collins, Barbara Gohlson, Wanda Young, Janell
Hinkebein, Kathy Lowes, LaDonia Beggs, and Mary
Kiehne.

The scholarship committee received 18
applications for the Jackson Noon Optimist Club Scholarships. The four students listed below were each selected to
receive a $1,000 scholarship. Congratulations to each student.
Kaleb Arends, Jackson High School
Megan Jansen, Notre Dame High School
Laurel Mueller, Saxony Lutheran
Megan Schmitz, Saxony Lutheran
The scholarship committee consists of
Mary Boner, Debra Hoffmann, and Lauri
Spain.

Joe Thompson from The Optimist Club of
Jackson installs a sign at the Mississippi
Valley Therapeutic Horsemanship facility.
The sign was a joint purchase by the
evening and noon Optimist clubs.
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