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Spring/
Summer
2014
Congratulations to our Sustainability Award winners!

Welcome to the Spring-Summer
edition of Sustainability News. The
weather is getting warmer, the
flowers are opening and it’s a great
time to get more involved in the
environment at Darebin!
The ever-popular Darebin Backyard
Harvest Festival is on right now,
showcasing the efforts of local
residents, including micro orchards,
community composting, home-made
wicking beds and acquaponics. Get
involved in this free event today,
meet your neighbours and get some
great new ideas for your garden!
Our Sustainable Transport team
have been working hard to offer you
a range of cycling training to make
it easier for you to enjoy Darebin’s
many bike paths. Learn how to
maintain your bike, gain confidence
riding on the road, and how to ride
safely with your children in these

wonderful workshops.
We were also very happy to present
the 2014 Darebin Sustainability
Awards on October 30, recognising
and celebrating the environmental
achievements of residents,
community groups, schools, and
local businesses.
Congratulations to all our winners;
Meg Montague, John Nicholau,
MIchael Anderson, Amy Piesse,
Cameron Schmelitschek, Darebin
Fruit Squad, Croxton Special School,
Cattani, Envirogroup, and all our
highly commended entries and
Nominees.
There are a lot more great programs
and events to read about in this
edition.
Please note that we are now
recruiting new members for the
Darebin Environmental Reference
Group.  For information, please visit
www.darebin.vic.gov.au/environment
And for more information on all
Sustainability projects happening
in Darebin take a look at our new
environment pages; again visit www.
darebin.vic.gov.au/environment.
Enjoy reading,
Councillor Steven Tsitas
Mayor, Darebin City Council

SUSTAINABLE FOOD & GARDENING

Positions Available
Darebin’s Environmental
Reference Group (DERG)
provides community feedback
and assistance to Council
regarding local environmental
and sustainability issues.  
Voluntary two year positions
are available for community
representatives who have a
knowledge of environmental
and sustainability issues and
a commitment to community
involvement.
Meetings are currently held
bi-monthly on Wednesday
evenings for two hours.
To express interest in
joining DERG please
obtain a copy of the ‘DERG
Terms of Reference and
Selection Information’ and an
application form from www.
darebin.vic.gov.au/derg or by
calling Gavin on 8470 8535.
Applications close at 5.00pm
Tuesday 2 December 2014.

Community
Composting
One of this year’s
Sustainability Award winners,
Meg Montague composts
nearly 100kgs of green
waste each week which
she collects from her local
greengrocer.  And similarly,
Sam Green, Darebin
Council’s, Environmental
Education and Promotions
Officer collects and composts
food waste generated by
many of her neighbours.  
The benefits of composting
food waste include creating
garden soil which helps grow
delicious and nutrient dense
fruit, vegetables and herbs,
as well as reducing food
waste to landfill, which in turn,
reduces pollution.  If you are
interested in learning more
about composting, including
community composting,
please visit Darebin
Council’s website, or email
environment@darebin.vic.gov.
au for advice.
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Darebin Backyard Harvest Festival celebrates diversity
and home-grown food
The popular Darebin Backyard
Harvest Festival is being held from
9 – 23 November 2014. Delivered in
partnership by Darebin City Council
and Darebin Ethnic Communities
Council (DECC), the festival
celebrates the wonderful diversity
and abundance of home food
gardens in Darebin. This year there
are over 16 open garden tours and 7
workshops on offer.

For the detailed program and to
register go to www.darebin.vic.gov.
au/backyardharvest or contact Alice
Potter on (03) 8470 8465, or email
alice.potter@darebin.vic.gov.au.

This year many of our talented home
gardeners are conducting workshops
right in their backyards.  Learn
how to aerial layer and graft citrus
trees, set-up and manage your own
aquaponics system and the art of
keeping chickens.
The festival is FREE for Darebin
residents but registrations are
essential. A limit of 4 events per
person applies.

New Urban Food Programme Leader at DIVRS to
support Fruit Squad.

Darebin Fruit Squad have settled
into their new home at Darebin
Information, Volunteering and
Resource Service (DIVRS) and the
dedicated volunteers
have continued their
great work harvesting
excess fruit from the
trees of generous
Darebin residents.

The Fruit Squad tally
has now reached an
amazing 1600kg!
All fruit has been
distributed to people who are short
of food through DIVRS’s emergency
relief service, and allies relief.
Funding from Darebin Council has
enabled DIVRS to appoint part-time

Urban Food Programme Leader,
Martin O’Callaghan (pictured),
to work with partners Transition
Darebin to coordinate the Fruit
Squad project, as well as other
urban food relief programmes.
The Fruit Squad will be harvesting
stone fruit in the coming months. If
you have abundant plums, apricots
and other stone fruit, followed by
early harvest figs, that you would
like harvested or picked up, please
register your fruit trees on (03) 9480
8200 or email fruitsquad@divrs.org.
au. You can also register on-line at:
www.darebinfoodharvestnetwork.
org.au/fruit-squad-registration-fruitdonation.

Royal Botanic Gardens Professional Development
opportunities

In 2014, the Royal Botanic Gardens
presents an expanded Professional
Development Program featuring
some of Australia’s and the world’s
leading experts in nature-based
education.

This program is now offering visits to
schools and early learning centres,
including consultation on how to
enhance outdoor play spaces or

delivery of a range of workshops
utilising outdoor areas.
You can learn more about these
consultation services and how they
can tailor to your individual needs
by by calling (03) 9252 2300  or by
visiting the Royal Botanic Gardens
website: www.rbg.vic.gov.au/learn/
professional-development.

SUSTAINABLE HOMES &
COMMUNITIES
2014 Sustainability Awards
Over 200 people attended the
2014 Cities of Darebin and Banyule
Sustainability Awards night which
was hosted by ABC Gardening
Australia’s Costa Georgiadis.
Congratulations to all of our winners
and those people who put so much
energy and effort into caring for our
environment and our community
year in and year out.
This year’s winners and highly
commended candidates are as
follows:
House and Garden
Winner: Meg Montague
Highly commended:  Robert
Kershaw, Harry Kalathas, Steve
Leonard and Georgia Miller
Community Group
Winner: Darebin Fruit Squad
Highly commended:  Sumnerhood
Share Shed Collective

Highly commended:  Angelo Eliades
and Kerry Ludekens
Local Hero
Winner: John Nicholau
Highly commended:  Angelo Eliades
and John Pinniger
Meg Montague, our House and
Garden winner is a great example of
the energy and inspiration that these
people and groups contribute to our
community.
Meg’s household works hard to
live a sustainable city lifestyle with
impressive efforts in water and
energy saving, waste reduction,
composting, recycling, green
travel, eating locally sourced food
from home-grown, rescued or
swapped sources; and importantly,
she is always willing to share her
knowledge and skills to enthuse,
inform and support others.

Educational Services
Winner: Croxton
Special School
Highly commended:  
St Raphael’s Primary
School

‘Community Leaders
in Sustainability’
course
Do you live or work in the
City of Darebin?  Would you
like to lead environmental
and sustainability initiatives
in your community?  If so,
register your interest this
month in participating in
the Sustainable Homes
and Communities Program  
2015 Community Leaders
in Sustainability course,
which offers free training in
how to design and deliver a
community environmental
project.  
The course begins in
February 2015 and will be
held once a fortnight until
early June 2015.
Please note that on
completion of the course,
participants will be required
to put their new found
knowledge and skills into
practice, and deliver a
project which creates positive
environmental outcomes in
their local communities.  
Email info@
sustainablecommunities.vic.
gov.au or call 8470 8373 to
register your interest in the
course.

Business
Winners: Cattani and
EnviroGroup
Community Leaders
in Sustainability
Winners: Michael
Anderson, Cameron
Schmelitschek and
Amy Piesse

‘Speed Date a Sustainability Champion’
Are you interested in learning how
to live more sustainably?  Then why
not come along to our ‘Speed Date a
Sustainability Champion’ event!
Hear from other Darebin residents
and find out how you can reduce
household energy and water use,
reduce household waste, make
better use of sustainable means
of transport, adopt sustainable
gardening practices, and make
sustainable food choices.

The event will be held on Saturday
21 February 2015 from 12.00pm
– 2.00pm (please confirm times
closer to the date on www.
sustainablecommunities.vic.gov.au)
This is a free event and no bookings
are required, just come along and
sign up for a 10 minute slot with the
champion/s you wish to speak to;
sign-up sheets will be located in the
speed dating area.
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ENERGY & CLIMATE
Grow your own!
What to sow Spring to
Summer

What to plant from Spring to
Summer:
• Basil
• Pumpkin
• Chilli
• Eggplant
• Rhubarb
• Tomatos
• Watermellon
• Squash
• Zucchini
• Fennel
• Capsicum
• Beans
• Rockmellon
• Potatoes
• Corn
• Chives
• Celery
Download the Sow What When
Guide for a full listing of what to
grow, when to plant and harvest:
www.darebin.vic.gov.au/~/media/
cityofdarebin/Files/DarebinLiving/CaringfortheEnvironment/
Gardening/sow_what_when_
brochure__final_low_resolution
or call 8470 8405 for a copy.

Street-lighting upgrades to energy efficient T5s
Work on Stage 1 if Darebin’s
efforts to change over streetlights
in Northcote and Thornbury is now
complete.
2,878 pedestrian-level lights
have been changed from the old,
inefficient Mercury Vapour models,
and upgraded to the new T5 lights!
This is a huge 68 percent reduction
in energy use saving compared to
the old models, representing big
financial and environmental savings
for Darebin residents.

You can learn more about the
Streetlight Efficiency Program, along
with all the other ways Darebin is
working to decrease energy use and
cost to running costs on our website:
www.darebin.vic.gov.au/energy

Work has commenced on the
second stage of the streetlight
plan for the Preston and Reservoir

Transition Darebin; Resilient and Ready
We hear a lot about what we could do
to prepare for a changing climate and
the limits to the amount of energy,
water, food and growth in general.
Sometimes it’s overwhelming!  
Transition Darebin believes that to
change the world you need to start
where you live, and we’re doing it.
Over the last 12 months we’ve held
or collaborated in over 50 events
ranging from local food swaps, talks,
workshops, social events, movie
screenings, community garden
events and loads more.
We are all about local solutions to
local problems and getting people
to get out and get active in making
their community more resilient as well
as more friendly, safe and diverse.
We’ve got lots of plans for the future
but we run on the inspiration, ideas
and effort of our volunteers. So if
you’ve got some skills, some interest
or just want to join a group of people
getting ready for the future then get in
touch and help us make sure that the
next twelve months are even bigger
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areas. These works are planned to
happen between April 2015 – Dec
2015 and will see the changeover
of approximately 6,600 inefficient
streetlights to high-efficiency new
models.

than the last.
If you’re interested to find out more
then check us out on facebook or
email info@transitiondarebin.org

SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT
Bike Training and Workshops – Love your Ride
Get back on your bike with these
bike training and workshops for
anyone that lives, works or studies in
Darebin. Any spaces that are free 1
week beforehand will be available for
people outside of Darebin. The cost is
$10 or $5 concession.
Commuting by Bike 101 – Do you
know somebody that needs to boost
their confidence before they ride to
work? This course covers setting up
your bike, planning a good route,
road positioning, intersections,
roundabouts, turning, changing lanes,
signalling, bike lanes and more. It
also includes on-road riding practice

in small groups.
DIY Bike Maintenance – Does your
bike need some love? This interactive
beginner workshop will teach you the
basics of how to look after your bike.
This course covers demonstration
and advice on bike fit, bike tools and
parts, safety checks, puncture repair,
tyre pressure, removing and replacing
wheels, and oiling your chain.
See the Events section at the end of
this Newsletter for details or to book,
or contact Anna at anna.haygreen@
darebin.vic.gov.au or (03) 8470 8683.

Local workplaces hold Ride 2 Work Day breakfasts
There were over 20 breakfasts
across Darebin for National Ride
2 Work Day on 15 October. This
year Council supported the event
by offering workplaces fruit boxes,
giveaway prizes and assistance to
plan and promote a breakfast event.
A wide range of Darebin workplaces,
both big and small, took up the offer,
including businesses, schools and
community organisations.
A big thank you to the workplaces
who took part!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Enviroshop, Northcote
Northcote High School
Jaclyn Crupi Editorial Services
NMIT, Preston Campus
La Trobe University, Bundoora
Women’s Health in the North,
Thornbury
Rutledge AV, Northcote
The Hungry Workshop, Northcote
Wales Street Primary School
Darebin Community Health
Darebin Libraries

•
•
•
•
•
•

Neami Regent, West Preston
Reservoir High School
Silver Lane Studio, Northcote
Doctors of Northcote
Northcote Aquatic and Leisure
Centre
Reservoir Leisure Centre

All participating workplaces went in
the draw to win their choice of an
electric or cargo bike for work trips,
or bike parking for their employees.
Congratulations to the prize winners
Rutledge AV! They are looking
forward to their cargo bike which
they plan to use to pedal their
audio-visual and IT equipment to
exhibitions in the CBD.

If you’d like to be more
confident about riding with
your kids, City of Darebin is
offering free hands-on training
sessions for parents.
Working in small groups, an
accredited trainer will cover
issues such as:
•  Who rides in front
•  Crossing roads and
driveways
•  Roads and footpath rules
•  Transition from footpath to
road
The course will be held on
Saturday 15 November,
9.30am–12pm or 1.00–
3.30pm at Bell Primary
School.
Sessions are in small groups
of six, are for parents only,
and you will need to bring
your bike along.
To book your place or to find
out more, contact Stephanie
at stephanie.preston@
darebin.vic.gov.au or call (03)
8470 8506.

Holding a Ride 2 Work Day breakfast
is a great first step to creating a
culture of riding at your workplace.
For more information about making
your workplace more bike friendly
contact our Sustainable Transport
Officer, Anna Haygreen on (03) 8470
8683.

Parkiteer – New Secure bike parking cage at Preston
The new Parkiteer bike cage at
Preston Train Station allows free,

Free Bike Confidence
Training for Parents

secure, undercover bike parking
right near the entrance to the station
(near Murray Road). There is also a
Parkiteer at Reservoir Station.
Given that train stations are hotspots
for bike theft, this is a great option
to make sure your bike stays safe.
Access is available 24 hours by
security pass which requires only a
$50 deposit.
Sign up at parkiteer.com.au or call
1300 546 526.

Bike
confidence
training
for parents

.

If you d like to be more c
with your kids City
Pageof
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RECYCLING, WASTE & WATER
Green stickers for
your bins
Developed in partnership with
the Back to Earth Initiative,
these handy guides will
help Darebin residents and
businesses to make the most
of Council’s green waste
collection service, and prevent
contamination.
The stickers will automatically
be affixed to new green waste
bins, but all residents can get
their own by visiting one of
Darebin’s Customer Service
Centres.

Share with neighbours to save time, money and the
environment
Darebin is home to a thriving Sharing
Economy that focuses on the sharing
of resources among people in a
community, rather than everyone
buying products they only need rarely.
Instead of everyone purchasing and
owning a lawnmower in a street,
share one that someone already
owns, or pool together to buy one
for the street. It’s a simple idea that
has far reaching impacts, not just for
sustainability, but also for supporting
community safety, wellbeing, and
social inclusion.

There are several ways you can get
involved:
•  Transition Darebin is dedicated to
helping the Darebin community learn
ways to sustain itself by pursuing
practical solutions. You can read
more here: transitiondarebin.org
•  Friends With Things
(friendswiththings.com.au/vic) and
Street Bank (www.streetbank.com)
are both sites where you can find
people nearby with things to lend
or give, or who need items that you
might have to lend. It’s also a great

GREEN BUSINESS
At Darebin we have been working
with two local businesses to help
get their valuable waste bi-products
into your gardens. Through this
partnership Bundoora Park is now
picking up coffee husks from local
coffee roaster Mocopan, and clean
pine and hardwood wood shavings
from Charles Sandford Woodturning
and Joinery.  Both these products
are great additives for compost and
mulch at home, schools or community
gardens, and they are now available
to you for free.  See our article on
page 7 for more information about

Spring into compost
The Spring into Compost
program helps residents start
composting at home with
discount composting supplies!
This includes compost bins,  
compost aerators and worm
farms, with new promotions
happening each spring.
Keep an eye on the Darebin
website for details on a
new product available at a
discounted price - bokashi
bins which allow you to recycle
your food waste on your
bench top and are great for
households without yards.  
See www.darebin.vic.gov.au/
springintocompost for ideas to
help you compost like a pro!
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Business Recycling
All Darebin businesses can
participate in Council’s low cost
kerbside Business Recycling
Service.
The service provides businesses
with up to two 240L recycling bins,
collected fortnightly. Each recycling
bin is subject to a startup charge of
$88 per bin (GST inclusive).
For more information about Council’s
business recycling program
visit www.darebin.vic.gov.au/
businessrecycling.

using these products.
To pick up hessian bags, coffee husks
or wood shavings for use in your
compost bin or garden, visit Bundoora
Park Visitor Centre, 1069 Plenty
Road, Bundoora.  The visitor centre
is open 7 days a week from 8.30am 5.00pm.  
You can get in touch on (03) 8470
8170 or by emailing bundpark@
darebin.vic.gov.au. Alternatively
you can visit their website at www.
bundoorapark.com.au  

BIODIVERSITY
Fed Up – please don’t feed the birds!
Bread poses a risk to the health
of native ducks in our creeks and
lakes. Bread is equivalent to junk
food, offering little nutritional value to
water birds and contributing to litter
in our waterways.
In less than 5 minutes, Darebin
Bushland staff collected over 55
bread pull tags left behind from bird
feeders at Edwardes Lake Park in
Reservoir. If bird feeders use half a
loaf of bread to feed the ducks, this
accounts to a whopping 660 slices of
bread consumed by the ducks over
48 hours!

growth, clogging natural waterways.
•  Diseases: a carbohydrate rich diet
increases defecation which harbours
bacteria responsible for diseases
including avian botulism.
•  Pest attraction: rotting bread
attracts invasive pests like rats and
mice.
•  Loss of natural behaviour: ducks
to lose their natural fear of humans
and become aggressive to get more
food.
Ducks can live longer, healthier lives
by relying on natural food sources
like aquatic plants, seeds, grasses
and insects, rather than taking
handouts from humans.
What is being done?

Why is bread bad?
Bread is fattening to ducks and
results in difficulty flying and evading
predators. Other problems include:
•  Pollution: uneaten bread creates
noxious odours and causes algae

A revegetation project has been
constructed at Edwardes Lake Park
by the Bushland Management Team
in an area prone to bird feeding.
Natural food sources of indigenous
plants have been established for
the ducks close to the water’s edge
and have been netted to promote
survival. Once established, netting
will be removed, providing habitat
and natural food sources to the
birds. New signage has also been
installed around the Lake, informing
park users about water bird feeding.
Please don’t feed the birds!

Using coffee husks
and wood shavings
Coffee husks are the bi-product
of the coffee roasting process.
They are an organic material
and also make a great additive
in composting and mulch.
Cultivating Community has
been using coffee husks in
their composts and gardens
with success over the last 12
months. They have reported
that these additives are a
good addition in compost if
sprinkled in thin layers, mixed
and watered in well. If using
in larger quantities, they
suggest pre-soaking the husks/
briquettes and then mixing
them in well. If this is done they
can also be mixed into the soil
or mulch directly as well as the
compost.
Wood shavings are an
excellent source of carbon to
be added to composts.  They
can also be used as bedding
for many animals including
chickens, guinea pigs, and
rabbits. They can be used
alone as a mulch, or mixed in
with coffee husks.
Both these products are
available free to individuals,
schools and community
gardens and can be picked
up from Bundoora Park Visitor
Centre.

Platypus earns new Conservation Status
for those species or subspecies
classified as extinct, endangered,
threatened, near threatened or ‘data
deficient’.

The conservation status of the
platypus has been upgraded to
‘near threatened’ in the latest edition
of The Action Plan for Australian
Mammals.
The new Action Plan identifies the
conservation status of all recognised
species and subspecies, and also
provides detailed individual accounts

Based on what is known about
recent trends in New South Wales
and particularly Victoria, the Action
Plan concluded that the platypus is
most appropriately classified as ‘near
threatened’, where this is defined
by the potential for a species to
decline by 30% or more within three
generations.
You can read more about platypus
conservation at www.platypus.asn.
au
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Events are

FREE

unless noted
otherwise

NOVEMBER
Sunday 9 - Sunday 23 November 2014, Backyard
Harvest Festival, Darebin City Council
Come along to an open garden or gardening workshop
to learn more about urban food production and how
you can grow more food at home.
Each Thursday, Sprout Community Garden Open
Gate, Corner Clapham Street and Watt Street,
Thornbury, 1.00-4.00pm
Sprout Community Garden Open Gate - Organically
grown produce, plants and preserves from the site and
program. Sprout Community Gardens is a recovery
focused program supporting people recovering from
a mental illness. More details: 9484 5565 or sprout@
mindaustralia.org.au  
Wednesday 12th November, Darebin Climate
Action Now (DCAN) Northcote Electorate Climate
Q&A, Northcote Town Hall Rooftop, 7pm
DCAN invites you to come and hear candidates’
views and policies on climate change before you vote.
All leading parties have been invited, and the guest
speaker is David Spratt - co-author Climate Code Red:
The case for emergency action. Cost: donations. For
more information: DarebinCAN@gmail.com
Wednesday 12th November, Food gardens for
schools and kinders, Royal Botanic Gardens,
9.30am–4.00pm
Participants will see food growing at school in a new
light – look at using food plants to enhance your school
grounds through good design; develop ideas on how
to share fresh produce with your school community
and try some simple recipes that kids will love tasting
and sharing. Cost: $50. RSVP: (03) 9252 2358.
Saturday 15th November, Sumner Loving Weed
Workshop, Merri Park Wetland, Northcote, 1.303.30pm.
Help rejuvenate Merri Park. Funded by Communities
for Nature and supported by the City of Darebin.
More information: Ray or Monica at Merri Creek
management Committee 9380 8199.
Saturday 15th November, Free Bike Confidence
Training for Parents, Bell Primary School, 9.30am–
12.00pm or 1.00–3.30pm
If you’d like to be more confident about riding with your
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kids, City of Darebin is offering free hands-on training
sessions for parents. RSVP: stephanie.preston@
darebin.vic.gov.au or 8470 8506
Sunday 16 November, Friends of Edgars Creek
Site Maintenance, 1.00-3.00pm.
Meet at the Silurian Cliff site – access via Ronald
St and head north past the bridge, Melway 18 A8.
Maintenance at the Silurian Cliff site. More information:
David on 0428 130 268.
Monday 17th November, Transition Darebin:
Coordination Meeting, 7:30pm
Are you worried about a changing climate and the
rapidly dwindling resources that we’re leaving to the
next generation? Do you want to get more active in
promoting a re-localised and resilient Darebin? Do
you have an idea or a skill that can help us build
community engagement? The Transition Darebin
coordination meetings provide these opportunities and
many more. All welcome. RSVP and location: info@
transitiondarebin.org
Tuesday 18th November, Pre-election
Environmental Expert Policy Review, 80 Swanston
St, Melbourne, 5.30pm-8.0pm
Confused about what the parties are offering this
election? Wondering how the promises compare to
the science? Join our panel of experts and get the
answers! The EIANZ and RMIT University are hosting
a panel of renowned environmental experts to review
the environment policies offered by the major political
parties. RSVP: www.eianz.org/eventsplus/category/
victoria
Sunday 23rd November, Reclaim the Commons
Picnic, Spencer Park, Spencer Street Thornbury,
10.00am-1.00pm
Transition Darebin is launching the Croxton Commons
with a family friendly picnic at Spencer park. Help turn
this under-used 5 acres of land into an urban orchard,
community space, social enterprise incubator and
much more. Bring a picnic, add your voice to the plans
or just enjoy a picnic in the park. Barbecue facilities
available. RSVP: www.transitiondarebin.org
Friday 28th November, Meet our Macros,
Darebin Parklands Meeting Room, Separation St,
Alphington, 10.00am – 1.00pm
Learn about our interesting and diverse waterbugs,
head down to Darebin Creek where participants will

collect, separate and identify the bugs from the creek.
This is a great activity for those new to the world of
waterbugs and for those who want to build on their
existing identification skills. Morning tea provided and
funded by Darebin Council. RSVP: jane@mcmc.org.
au
Sunday 30th November, Sunnyfields Open
Day, Food Swap and Workshops, Sunnyfields
Community Garden, 542 High Street Northcote,
12.30 -3.30pm
This event will include mini workshops on composting
and container veggie gardening, a BBQ and food
swap. Bring along any excess home grown (or homemade) food or produce from fruit, veggies, eggs,
seedlings, recipes, pickles, baked goods or even worm
tea to swap for others goods! Or come along to attend
a mini-workshop, enjoy the garden and celebrate
local food, all welcome! More information: jodi@
cultivatingcommunity.org.au

DECEMBER

management-7038064987
Sunday 7 December, Friends of Merri Creek Litter
Clean Up, Walker St East, Northcote, 10.00am12noon
Meet at Melways reference 30 F12. More information:
Paul (03) 9489 5062.
Saturday 13 December, Detox Your Home, 8.00am
- 4.00pm.
Registrations essential - www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/
detoxyourhome

CERES Wokshops
The Complete Urban Farmer and Sustainable
Gardening Courses are back for 2014. A blend of
theory and hands-on activities, for beginner gardeners
through to the most comprehensive hands-on urban
farming experience. For dates and locations go to
www.ceres.org.au/Training/landingpage

Thursday 4th December, Learn how to shop,
cook and store food in order to avoid food waste,
Murundaka Co-Housing Community Kitchen,
Bamfield Road, Heidelberg Heights, 6.15pm8.30pm
Join 2013 MasterChef winner Emma Dean and learn
how to shop, cook and store food to avoid food waste
at home. RSVP: www.sustainablecommunities.vic.gov.
au

  

Thursday 4th December, Sprout Community
Market, Corner Clapham Street and Watt Street,
Thornbury, 3.00-7.00pm
As detailed in the November event section. More
information: (03) 9484 5565 or sproutmarket@hotmail.
com
Saturday 6th December, MECCARG End of Year
Celebration, Connolly Ave, Coburg, 1.00-3.00pm
Join the Merri & Edgars Creek Confluence Area
Restoration Group (MECCARG) for their end of year
celebration! Meet at Connolly Ave Coburg, south
of Murray Rd bridge, Melway 18 A11. Wear sturdy
footwear and gloves. More information: Mel 0404 043
010.
Saturday 6th December, DIY Bike Maintenance,
Jika Jika Community Centre, Union Street,
Northcote, 2.00-4.00pm
Does your bike need some love? This interactive
beginner workshop will teach you the basics of
how to look after your bike. This course covers
demonstration and advice on bike fit, bike tools and
parts, safety checks, puncture repair, tyre pressure,
removing and replacing wheels and oiling your chain.
$10 ($5 concession). Bookings via Eventbrite: www.
eventbrite.com.au/o/darebin-city-council-transportPage 9

2014 Darebin
Backyard harvest
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9 - 23 November 2014
Want to learn
about growing
fruit and
vegetables at
home from local
experts?

Pick up a wealth
of gardening tips
and techniques
at the 16 open
garden tours
on offer!

Gardening
workshops include
permaculture,
composting and
fruit tree selection
and care.

For the detailed program and to register go to:

www.darebin.vic.gov.au/backyardharvest
or contact Alice Potter on (03) 8470 8465
email alice.potter@darebin.vic.gov.au
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The Festival is
FREE for Darebin
Residents but
REGISTRATIONS
ARE ESSENTIAL
BOOK EARLY!

