Friends Of The Border To Border Trail
Fall 2018 Newsletter
www.bordertoborder.org - Also on Facebook
Timeline Disclaimer – Please note that dates of construction are often mentioned in the news items below. It
should be taken in account that these dates often change due to design changes, construction delays and
other situations.

Special Alert - Vote For County Trails November 6th
On the November ballot in Washtenaw County will be a renewal of a tax millage that would help fund the
work of the Washtenaw County Parks & Recreation Commission. Specifically, the millage would renew the
Commission’s the development and acquisition fund, which helps fund projects like the Border To Border
(B2B) Trail and other non-motorized paths under the Commissions Connecting Communities program
(https://www.washtenaw.org/953/Connecting-Communities-Grants). Locally the Friends of the Border To
Border Trail, the Washtenaw Bicycling & Walking Coalition (www.wbwc.org) and Bike Ypsi
(www.bikeypsi.org), have endorsed the millage renewal.
It should be noted that this ten-year millage was first approved by the citizens of Washtenaw County in
1988, and has been renewed for an additional ten year period two times. The ¼ mill renewal, though
relatively modest, costs the typical homeowner about $30 per year. If approved, this tax would be levied for
10 years starting in December 2020 and would raise an estimated $3.84 million that year. For more
information on the millage itself, visit https://www.washtenaw.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=378.
So please on November 6th vote yes on the “Proposition to Renew the Tax Limitation for Parks and
Recreation Purposes Including Acquisition, Development, Maintenance and Operation of Park
Lands and Recreation Facilities for the Benefit of Washtenaw County Citizens.”

News About The Friends of the Border To Border (B2B) Trail
Friends Of The B to B Annual Membership Meeting - November 13th
The Friends of the B2B Trail will hold its annual general membership meeting on
Tuesday, November 13th, 7pm at the Ann Arbor REI store community room, 970 W
Eisenhower Parkway. The meeting starts off with updates and speakers on the B2B
Trail and ends with a short business session for Friends members to elect new
Board members. You do not have to be Friends of the B2B member to attend this
event.
The featured speaker at the annual meeting will be Peter Sanderson from the
Washtenaw County Parks & Recreation Commission (the main agency behind the
Trail) giving news updates such as steps being taken to take the Trail off road from Dexter to Ann Arbor and
northwest of Chelsea towards Stockbridge. Also, there will be a briefing by the Huron Waterloo Pathways
Initiative (http://huron-waterloo-pathways.org) on its activities primarily in the west side of the County.
REI B2B Bike Repair Stand Grant Update
Earlier in 2018, the Friends of the Border To Border Trail was awarded at $10,000 grant from the REI Co-Op
(www.rei.com) to help support trail enhancements, namely bicycle repair stands, along the
Border To Border (B2B) Trail. The bicycle repair stands include bicycle tools, a tire pump, air
gauge, as well as a work rack, for users to perform basic maintenance or repairs (such as a
flat tire). The bike repair stands, made by Dero in the USA, each cost around $1500.
Planned locations for new stands include the DTE Trail parking lot along M-52 northwest of
Chelsea, Mill Creek Park in Dexter, Argo Cascades in Ann Arbor (already installed), near the
Eastern Michigan University Convocation Center, just south of the new B2B bridge across the
Huron River just east of downtown Ypsilanti, and Loonfeather Point Park in Ypsilanti

Township. The Friends of the Border To Border Trail again sincerely thanks REI for this B2B Trail
grant!
Adopt A Trail Program
The Friends of the B2B Trail has an “Adopt A Trail” program in place where volunteers keep watch over an
off-road section of the Trail, report problems if they see any, and also do light maintenance such as picking
up trash, making sure bike repair stands are in working order, or clipping vegetation growing over the Trail.
While the volunteer roster is full for 2018, watch for possible Adopt A Trail volunteer opening for 2019 on the
Friends Facebook page, web page, and Google email discussion group. And as always, a big “thank you” to
all those who agreed to adopt a Trail section for 2018. For more information on the Adopt A Trail program,
visit http://www.bordertoborder.org/services.
B2B – B2B Bicycle Rides
Approximately every spring and fall, the Arbor Brewing Company
(ABC), along with the Wheels In Motion bicycle shop, sponsor a
Brewery To Brewery/Border To Border Trail bicycle ride from one
ABC area location (either Ann Arbor or Ypsilanti) to the other, have
lunch, then return to the original start point with most of the journey
on the B2B Trail. These rides are not only a great way to introduce
people to the B2B, and also serve as fundraiser for the Friends of the
B2B Trail, with donations received from Arbor Brewing Company as
well as Wheels In Motion (who conducts a gear raffle at the ride lunch location).
The last B2B-B2B ride was held on October 7th starting from the Ypsilanti Arbor Brewing Company location
at 11am, traveling to the Ann Arbor ABC for lunch, and then returning back to Ypsilanti. While rainy
conditions took place before the ride start, wet conditions held off for the approximately 50 riders who took
part. The next B2B-B2B ride is planned for early May in 2019 with announcements on the Friends web and
Facebook pages with a limit of 100 riders. Again, thanks to Wheels In Motion and the Arbor Brewing
Company for their continued support of the Friends of the B2B Trail.
Support The Friends Of The B2B By Becoming A Member
Memberships begin at $10/year for individual memberships or $25 for a family
membership. Also, there are two-year memberships at $15 for individuals and $45 for
families. In addition to merchant discounts from select area bicycle, running and outdoor
shops, the Friends are a federal 501c3 group so all memberships/donations are taxdeductible. Members can also nominate and vote for the Friends of the B2B Trail Board
of Directors every November. For more membership information, including a list of
merchants offering discounts to Friends members, visit www.bordertoborder.org and
click on the “Join” link at the top of the page.
Friends of the B2B Board Minutes & Agendas
To find out even more what is going on with the Friends of the B2B, Board of Directors meeting agendas,
meeting minutes, and financial reports are posted on the Friends web page at www.bordertoborder.org
under the “Board of Directors” link at the top of the page. Board meetings are held bi-monthly in rotating
meeting locations along the B2B route.
A Sincere “Thank You” To Merchants That Support The B2B Trail
A big benefit of your Friends of the Border To Border Trail membership is the ability to show your Friends
membership card and receive a discount at select area outdoor activity shops. A huge thank you goes out to
the following merchants who support the Friends of the B2B Trail by offering discounts to members: Dexter
Bike & Sport, Fourth Avenue Birkenstock, Great Lakes Cycling and Fitness, SIC Transit Cycles, Tortoise
and Hare Running & Fitness Center, The Local Bike Shop A2, Tree Fort Bikes, Wheels in Motion Cycle and
Fitness, and the Ypsilanti Running Company.

Border to Border and Other Trail Updates
Border To Border Trail Construction Updates…

With winter coming up on us, actual trail construction on the Border To Border Trail will be slowing down, but
planning, engineering and funding work is expected to continue at a busy pace.
Northwest B2B Segment
By mid-November, major work should be wrapping up on the new B2B section
on the northwest side of the County parallel to M-52 from Werkner Road to the
Greek Lake Campground. Paving of this segment is complete with
landscaping and signage picking up again in the spring. The next phase of this
project is expected to begin in the first quarter of 2019 building a new trail
from the Green Lake Campground north to North Territorial Road with the
eventual goal of extending the pathway to Stockbridge to meet up with the
Lakeland/Great Lake-To-Lake Trail (https://tinyurl.com/GreatLtoL). Work over
the winter will primarily consist of vegetation clearing as this needs to be complete before migrating species
start to arrive in March. For more information on the northwest segment, visit the Huron Waterloo Pathways
Initiative web site at http://huron-waterloo-pathways.org/trail-projects. (Photo courtesy of HWPI).
Chelsea To Dexter
Preliminary construction is expected to begin in November on the first off-road B2B Trail segment between
Dexter and Chelsea. This new segment will be from Freer Road on the northeast side of Chelsea, to Lima
Center Road, a distance of 2.1 miles.
Dexter
New B2B Trail signage has been installed taking Trail users between Mill Creek Park
and east through City streets to the off-road Trail to Dexter-Huron Metropark that begins
on Central Street. The City will also be installing a bicycle repair stand and air pump in
Mill Creek Park donated by the Friends of the B2B Trail through a grant from REI. (Photo
courtesy of HWPI).

Dexter Huron Metropark East to Zeeb Road
Construction on this off-road section of the B2B Trail is expected to begin in the first few months of 2019
with trail right-of-way clearing that needs to be completed before migrating, and hibernating, species
become active in warmer weather. This segment will also incorporate two new non-motorized bridges over
the Huron River. Once completed, users of this section will be able to ride or walk an off-road segment of
the B2B Trail from Zeeb Road to Central Street in Dexter. For a PDF map of the entire proposed B2B trail
system, including a second map showing details of the B2B segment between Ann Arbor and Dexter, visit
https://www.washtenaw.org/DocumentCenter/View/1258/Detailed-B2B-Overview-Maps---The-Vision-PDF.
Zeeb Road East To Dehli Metrpark
Environmental reviews’ and engineering work, to arrive at a final alignment of the pathway, are continuing
for this off-road section of the B2B between Ann Arbor and Dexter. An interesting footnote is that when the
Huron-Clinton Metropark Authority was formed in the early 1940’s to create a series of parks along the
Huron and Clinton Rivers, there was interest in physically linking many of the parks with greenways. Now,
nearly 80 years later, the Border To Border Trail is planned to link Dehli, Dexter-Huron and Hudson Mills
Metroparks. For more on the history of the Metroparks visit http://www.metroparks.com/organization-history.
Bandemer Park Area
The Washtenaw County Parks Commission continues to actively work with the City of Ann Arbor on taking
the B2B Trail west from Bandemer Park using a tunnel under railroad tracks on the west side of the Park.
An engineering team has been hired to complete the tunnel feasibility study and complete preliminary
engineering on a trail connection to Barton Dam (0.6 miles). Stay tuned for public engagement this winter.
Ypsilanti
After an extended closure due to remediation on removing potential nearby contaminated soil, the Border To
Border Trail segment in the Ypsilanti Water Street development area was finally re-opened in midSeptember. This fairly new segment starts on Michigan Avenue just east of downtown and then travels
southeast to meet up with Grove Road. While the current “official" B2B Trail segment is still marked with
signage to use streets in the central Ypsilanti area, new signage moving the Trail to use the Water Street

area is planned for early 2019. Also, the Washtenaw County Parks Commission is actively working with the
City of Ypsilanti to take the B2B off-roar through Frog Island Park while connecting to Riverside Park.
Far Eastern B2B Trail
The Washtenaw County Parks & Recreation Commission is continuing to explore options for routing the
B2B Trail from its current off-road path terminus at North Hydro Park in Ypsilanti Township to the corner of
Rawsonville and Textile Road where Wayne County is expected to construct a bike lane/path that will take
users six miles east to meet up with Lower Huron Metropark. At Lower Huron Metropark, non-motorized
users can use a series of existing connected pathways to arrive at Lake Erie at Lake Erie Metropark.

Outreach and Advocacy News
B2B Maps
The official Bike Map of the City of Ann Arbor & Washtenaw County shows the B2B Trail routing clearly
noted with this map also available online at https://tinyurl.com/WashtenawBikeMap. Due to the popularity of
the map, the print versions have been pretty much depleted. Tentative plans are to do an update of the map
over the winter followed by a reprinting. Also, a series of different trail maps are available on the Friends of
the B2B web page “map” link at www.bordertorborder.org.
Friends Of The B2B Outreach Events
In the warmer months, the Friends of the Border To Border Trail sets up an information table at area events
or will occasionally pick a spot along the Trail for such outreach. Those that stop by can pick up a County
bicycle map, get information about the B2B Trail, receive Trail updates and have questioned answered. The
last few outreach efforts by the Friends were at a Washtenaw Community College “Welcome Day” on
September 12th, the Ypsilanti Fall River Day on September 23rd, and a Friends information table at the start
of the Brewery-To-Brewery/Border-To-Border-Trail ride on October 7th in Ypsilanti. Look for much more
outreach efforts starting in the spring of 2019.
Please “Like” Us On Facebook
The Friends of the Border To Border Trail has a page on Facebook and it would be appreciated if individuals
could not only “Like” us, but also encourage others to do the same. To visit the Facebook Friends page,
click here. The Friends B2B Facebook page is updated weekly with news about the Trail. As of April 2018
there were close to 1900 Friends of the B2B page likes.
Join The Friends of the Border To Border Trail Discussion Group
If you want to sign up for the Friends of the Border To Border Trail email discussion group, visit
http://groups.google.com/group/border-to-border. Please note that to keep out spammers, we ask one
question before you can be on the list: what Michigan County the Trail is in.
Friends of the Border To Border Trail
www.bordertoborder.org
wolverbob@gmail.com
734-487-9058
The next Friends of the B2B Newsletter will be the Winter 2018-19 edition out in late January 2019.

