
Pope Francis 
The First Jesuit Pope in History and What this Means

The first Jesuit Pope in history, Pope Francis, was elected to the highest position of earthly power on 

3/13/2013. Why is this important and why should Protestants be especially concerned about this? To 

understand the significance of this event, here is what you need to know about the Jesuits and their 

history. The Jesuit Order, also known as the Society of Jesus, was founded in 1534 by Ignatius of 

Loyola with the sole objective of restoring complete power to the Pope of Rome after he had suffered a

significant loss of political sovereignty due to the spread of the Protestant Reformation across Europe. 

The Counter-Reformation in the 16th and 17th centuries was largely due to the Jesuits. With their vows

of total obedience to the Pope and their strict, military-style training, the Jesuits became feared across 

Europe as the “storm troopers” of the Catholic Church, and they led armies which recaptured large 

areas for the Roman Catholic Church. 

Along with the military actions, their work centered on education and missionary expansion, and by the

end of Loyola's life in 1556, there were Jesuits in Japan, Brazil, Ethiopia, and most parts of Europe. 

Many of the explorers of that period were accompanied by Jesuit priests, eager to bring Catholicism to 

new lands. Since the 1500's, the Jesuits have aggressively worked to infiltrate nearly every institution 

of higher education, major posts of government around the globe, and powerful business organizations 

in a bid to promote the Pope to total world rule. The following are some pertinent quotes from credible 

sources demonstrating the power and cunning craft of the Jesuit Order:

“This war [the American Civil War] would never have been possible without the sinister influence of 

the Jesuits. We owe it to popery that we now see our land reddened with the blood of her noblest 

sons…. I pity the priests, the bishops and the monks of Rome in the United States when the people 

realize that they are, in great part, responsible for the tears and the bloodshed in this war.” — Fifty 

Years in The Church of Rome, Abraham Lincoln [in his Letter] to Charles Chiniquy Ibid. pp. 

296,297.

“It is my opinion that if the liberties of this country – the United States of America – are destroyed, it 

will be by the subtlety of the Roman Catholic Jesuit priests, for they are the most crafty, dangerous 

enemies to civil and religious liberty. They have instigated MOST of the wars of Europe.” Marquis de 

LaFayette (1757-1834; French statesman and general. He served in the American Continental 

Army under the command of General George Washington during the American Revolutionary 

War.)
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“My history of the Jesuits is not eloquently written, but it is supported by unquestionable authorities, 

[and] is very particular and very horrible. Their [the Jesuit Order’s] restoration [in 1814 by Pope Pius 

VII] is indeed a step toward darkness, cruelty, despotism, [and] death. … I do not like the appearance 

of the Jesuits. If ever there was a body of men who merited eternal damnation on earth and in hell, it is 

this Society of [Ignatius de] Loyola.” John Adams (1735-1826; 2nd President of the United States)

“The Jesuits…are a secret society – a sort of Masonic order – with superadded features of revolting 

odiousness, and a thousand times more dangerous.”  Samuel Morse (1791-1872; American inventor 

of the telegraph; author of the book Foreign Conspiracy Against the Liberties of the United 

States)

“The public is practically unaware of the overwhelming responsibility carried by the Vatican and its 

Jesuits in the starting of the two world wars – a situation which may be explained in part by the 

gigantic finances at the disposition of the Vatican and its Jesuits, giving them power in so many 

spheres, especially since the last conflict.” Edmond Paris (Author of the book The Secret History of

the Jesuits)

“[The Jesuits] are the deadly enemies of civil and religious liberty.” R. W. Thompson (Ex-Secretary, 

American Navy)

“The Jesuits are a MILITARY organization, not a religious order. Their chief is a general of an army, 

not the mere father abbot of a monastery. And the aim of this organization is power – power in its most 

despotic exercise – absolute power, universal power, power to control the world by the volition of a 

single man [i.e., the Black Pope, the Superior General of the Jesuits]. Jesuitism is the most absolute of 

despotisms [sic] – and at the same time the greatest and most enormous of abuses…” Napoleon 

Bonaparte; 1769-1821; emperor of the French

“The Jesuits…are simply the Romish army for the earthly sovereignty of the world in the future, with 

the Pontiff of Rome for emperor…that’s their ideal. …It is simple lust of power, of filthy earthly gain, 

of domination – something like a universal serfdom with them [i.e., the Jesuits] as masters – that’s all 

they stand for. They don’t even believe in God perhaps.” Fyodor Dostoyevsky (1821-1881; famous 

Russian novelist)
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“The Society of Jesus [i.e., the Jesuit Order] is the enemy of man. The whole human race should unite 

for its overthrow. …For there is no alternative between its total extirpation, and the absolute corruption 

and degradation of mankind.” Robert Jefferson Breckinridge (March 8, 1800 – December 27, 1871)

was a politician and Presbyterian minister.

“If you trace up Masonry, through all its Orders, till you come to the grand tip-top head Mason of the 

World, you will discover that the dread individual and the Chief of the Society of Jesus [i.e., the 

Superior General of the Jesuit Order] are one and the same person.” James Parton (American 

historian)

“…The Roman Inquisition…had been administered since 1542 by the Jesuits.” F. Tupper Saussy 

(Author of the book Rulers of Evil)

“Alas, I knew they [i.e., the Jesuits] would poison me; but I did not expect to die in so slow and cruel a 

manner.” (1774) Pope Clement XIV (Who had “forever” abolished the Jesuit Order in 1773)

“In Roman Catholic circles it is well known that the Black Pope is the term used for the [Superior] 

General of the Jesuits. As the Pope is always robed in white, and the [Jesuit Superior] General in black,

the contrast is obvious. But those Romanists who do not greatly love the Jesuits, and their number is 

not limited, use the term as indicating that the Black Pope rules the White Pope…even while the former

[i.e., the Black Pope] is obligated to make, at least, a show of submission to the latter.” 

“…The Jesuits are the only religious order in the Church of Rome…which has lain under the ban of the

[‘White’] Pope, or which has been expelled from any country because of its interference in politics. 

Hence we may expect to find that to obtain political power forms a main feature in the plans of the 

Society [of Jesus – i.e., the Jesuit Order].”  M.F. Cusack (1896) 

“The [Jesuit Superior] General is at the head of this black and mute militia, which thinks, wills, acts, 

obeys – [as] the passive instrument of his designs. Their whole life must have but one aim – the 

advancement of the [Jesuit] Order to which they are attached.” Jeremiah J. Crowley (Irishman; ex-

priest in the Roman Catholic Church; author of the book Romanism: Menace to the Nation 1912)

“Never before in the course of the world’s history had such a Society [i.e., the Jesuit Order] appeared. 

The old Roman Senate itself did not lay schemes for world domination with greater certainty of 

success.” Friedrich von Hardenberg (German philosopher 1800)
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“The organization of the [Roman Catholic] Hierarchy is a complete military despotism, of which the 

Pope is the ostensible [i.e., apparent; seeming] head; but of which, the Black Pope [Ed. Note: The 

Superior General of the Jesuits], is the real head. The Black Pope is the head of the order of the Jesuits, 

and is called a General [i.e., the Superior General]. He not only has command of his own order, but 

[also] directs and controls the general policy of the [Roman Catholic] Church. He [the Black Pope] is 

the power behind the throne, and is the real potential head of the Hierarchy. The whole machine is 

under the strictest rules of military discipline. The whole thought and will of this machine, to plan, 

propose and execute, is found in its head. There is no independence of thought, or of action, in its 

subordinate parts. Implicit and unquestioning obedience to the orders of superiors in authority, is the 

sworn duty of the priesthood of every grade…” Brigadier General Thomas M. Harris

“Above all I have learned from the Jesuits. And so did Lenin too, as far as I recall. The world has never

known anything quite so splendid as the hierarchical structure of the [Roman] Catholic Church. There 

were quite a few things I simply appropriated from the Jesuits for the use of the [Nazi] Party.” 

“…In [Heinrich] Himmler [who would become head of the Nazi SS] I see our Ignatius de Loyola [Ed. 

Note: the founder of the Jesuit Order].” Adolph Hitler (1889-1945; Nazi leader and chancellor of 

Germany from 1933-1945, Mein Kampf) 

Special Note: Mein Kampf was actually written by the Roman Catholic Priest Bernhard Stempfle

and signed by Hitler.

“The presence of the Jesuits in any country, Romanist [i.e., Catholic] or Protestant, is likely to breed 

social disturbance.” Lord Palmerston

In the Congressional Record of April 25th, 1916, U.S. Senator Robert L. Owen was questioned by 

members of Congress as to what the meaning of this Secret Treaty (the treaty of Verona) truly was. The

record shows his reply to include the following statements. "This Holy Alliance having put a Bourbon 

prince upon the throne of France by force, then used France to supress the condition of Spain, 

immediately afterwards, and by this very treaty gave her a subsidy of 20,000,000 francs anually to 

enable her to wage war upon the people of Spain and prevent their exercise of any measure of the right 

of self-government. The Holy Alliance immediately did the same thing in Italy, by sending Austrian 

troops to Italy;....”

"The Holy Alliance made its powers felt by the wholesale drastic supression of the press in Europe, by 

universal censorship, by killing free speech and all ideas of popular rights, and by the complete 

supression of popular government. 
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The Holy Alliance having destroyed popular government in Spain, and in Italy, had well-laid plans also

to destroy popular government in the American Colonies which had revolted from Spain and Portugal 

in Central and South America under the successful example of the United States."

The Nazi Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels had been a student of Jesuits, and Heinrich Himmler 

was impressed by the Order's organisational structure.[5] Hitler wrote favourably of their influence on 

architecture and on himself in Mein Kampf. (Wikipedia)

Hitler was not responsible for writing Mein Kompf. It was actually a Jesuit controlled Catholic Priest 

by the name of Bernhard Stempfle.

"The Third Reich is the first world power which not only acknowledges but also puts into practice the 

high principles of the papacy". (Robert d'Harcourt of the French Academy: "Franz von Papen, Vice 

Chancellor under Hitler, l'homme a tout faire" L'Aube, 3rd of October 1946).

"The Fuehrer had come to power, thanks to the votes of the Catholic Zentrum [Center Party overseen 

by Jesuit Ludwig Kaas], only five years before [1933], but most of the objectives cynically revealed in 

Mein Kampf were already realized; this book was written by the Jesuit [controlled] Father [Bernhardt] 

Stempfle and signed by Hitler. For it was the Society of Jesus which perfected the famous Pan-German 

programme as laid out in this book, and the Fuhrer endorsed it." Edmond Paris, 1965 French 

Historian The Secret History of the Jesuits
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