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President: Colonel Joe Cansler, USA, (Ret.)
President’s Comments: Veterans Day is nearly upon us. The image of the military Veteran has evolved with
the passage of time. During World War II, most citizens were involved either as draftees, or working in
factories to build war machines, or at least subsisting on wartime rations and tending to their Victory Gardens.
When the war ended, returning Veterans quickly became key figures in an era of growth and prosperity for our
nation. On the other hand, the Korean War was the “Forgotten War.” Heroic Veterans went largely
unrecognized for years. Oddly enough, actors on TV’s M.A.S.H. gave many Americans their only awareness of
that particularly bloody war on the Korean Peninsula. The Vietnam War was bravely fought and won at the
tactical level. However, the general public erroneously blamed the returning “Nam Vets” for the strategic
blunders of their political masters.
More recently, the Information Age has given our civilians a first-hand view of wartime operations; thus, they
greatly respect the deeds and courage of Veterans coming back from Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria and elsewhere in
the Middle East. Today, entire towns turn out to honor wounded warriors and to mourn those who fell in battle.
Our citizens have come to realize that only a courageous few in their communities step forward to take an oath,
don a uniform, pick up a weapon, and then put country and comrades before self in all situations. This new
awareness has resulted in a host of actions, activity and events that support our nation’s Veterans.
Furthermore, our country currently faces emerging threats from several foreign nations. Our civilian
population has come to realize that some irrational heads of state mean to do us harm and that cordial
negotiations bear little fruit, and may even provide an advantage to our potential adversaries. Thus, our strong
and lethal armed forces have come to be greatly respected and appreciated as critical to the defense our nation,
particularly in light of the all-volunteer concept. In addition, the military has recently been engaged in largescale humanitarian disaster relief operations in multiple locations—simultaneously! Thus, those serving in the
military and those who have served in uniform are now held in very high esteem. Town governments, private
corporations and the general public eagerly seek opportunities to recognize and reward our nation’s Veterans.
Today, we’ve got specialized Veteran license plates, Veteran’s parking spaces, military discounts at stores,
various tax exemptions, acceptance of military specialty credentials, education and employment assistance, and
recognition ceremonies. This special recognition finally has all Veterans beaming with pride. That said, some
of us tend to be reserved by nature, shunning all the praise and attention. Actually, there are times when we
ought not avoid the limelight. Doing so would deprive townspeople of an opportunity to celebrate and honor
their community’s heroes. You see, it’s not just about honoring each of us as an individual Veteran; it’s also
about honoring the military community as a whole. So, your presence at local ceremonies on Veterans Day will
reinforce your community’s respect for the military services, including all of your brothers and sisters in arms!
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CHAPTER CHARITY CHRISTMAS DINNER
INFO & RESERVATION SLIP ON PAGE 5 BELOW!

MAJ McClish (l) recieves award device from COL Cansler

Love Emerges Despite War: The Guest Speaker at
our last chapter dinner was Mrs. Ute Huckabee. She
delivered a very moving presentation about her
extraordinarily difficult life in Nazi Germany during
World War II. Her graphic description of wartime
bombing and desperate living conditions in
Dusseldorf had the audience spellbound. She also
shared her recollection of the American occupation,
and then explained how strange circumstances
brought her to Turkey where she received her formal
education and eventually met U.S. Navy Lieutenant
Raymond Huckabee, from South Carolina. The
Lieutenant soon separated from the Navy to obtain
his Ph.d. back in the U.S. But, having never forgotten
Ute, he returned to Germany to reconnect with her. In
a hurried but lovely wedding, she and the Lieutenant
were married in Frankfurt. It certainly seems illogical
for the daughter of a (forcefully drafted) Nazi soldier
who was killed in action to have married a U.S. Naval
Officer. Sadly, her husband passed away in 2002. So,
the fifty-six year romance ended. However, her vivid
memories of wartime tragedy evolving into peacetime
joy live on to this day. It was so wonderful of Ute to
have shared those memories with our chapter
members; that is, American officers and their ladies.

Chapter Membership Meeting: Our chapter members

recently enjoyed a well-attended and wonderful
General Membership meeting/dinner at Lake
Hickory Country Club. The details regarding our
fascinating guest speaker are in the item below.
During the dinner event, our Chapter President (Joe
Cansler) presented the 2017 MOAA Levels of
Excellence Five-Star Award device to Chapter
Secretary (Dennis McClish), to be attached to the
Five-Star streamer on our chapter flag. Colonel
Cansler then provided a few insights gleaned from
the recent NC Council of Chapter conference held
in Williamsburg. The retiree pay COLA raise for
2018 will be two percent. Although it seemed
there’d be no base realignment & closure (BRAC)
study in the near-term, the DoD has just started
pushing for another round of BRAC. The Colonel
ooresville F
reminded us that North Carolina is one of only five
that states that comprise fifty percent of U.S.
military defense forces; plus, Defense is our state’s
biggest income generator! The evening’s charity
raffle was then held. Colonel Bob and Deloris
Barton won the raffle, and they generously donated
their winnings to our chapter’s Benevolent Fund.

Mrs. Huckabee tells of her life in wartime and peacetime
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Special Care for Rural Vets: The VA is working on plans to change regulations for its State Veterans Home
Construction Grant Program to make it easier for states to receive VA funding to construct Veterans homes in
rural areas. The thrust of this program is to facilitate in-home care rather than “forcing” rural area Veterans to
get their special care in a nursing home far from family and friends. The expected changes in VA regulations
can save families from having to travel long distances to visit a loved one in a far away nursing facility.
Retired Pilots Return: The Air Force is in the crisis mode to somehow fix its crippling shortage of 1,500
pilots. Fixing this very complicated problem requires a host of initiatives, some of them very innovative. One
fix action in the works is recruiting retired USAF pilots to voluntarily come back on active duty to fill “desk
jobs” normally filled by pilots. This strategy keeps more of the currently flying pilots in their cockpits. Also,
some pilots are going to be offered an in-place follow in assignment at their current bases; this incentive avoids
disruptive PCS moves and enhances family cohesiveness.
NOAA’s Coral Survey: The National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration is a uniformed service included
in MOAA. Their website has fascinating info and great photos from their recent coral reef survey expedition in
the Pacific. NOAA's Coral Reef Conservation Program has “boots on the ground and fins in the water” to help
communities understand and address the most pressing threats to coral reefs and the human connection to
those resources. The expedition photos are at: https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/news/july17/pacific-mission.html
New Laws Benefit NC Guard: Governor Cooper recently signed three bills into law that benefit members of
the NC National Guard. HB 486 protects members of the National Guard when they deploy while enrolled in
school. Members will not lose out on their education if they are called to duty. Members will be able to drop
courses without consequence and will be able to make up any missed work. HB 487 pertains to work for service
members. If called to duty, National Guard members cannot be fired from their jobs. HB 120 extends the rights
to buy goods from Corrections Enterprises to retired and current members of the National Guard.
Chief of National Guard Interview: The Chief of National Guard was recently interviewed for the August
2017 issue of National Guard magazine. General Joseph L. Lengyel’s remarks provide a candid and concise
view into the current and future challenges the Guard faces. The interview is a very revealing “SITREP” that’s
well worth the read. There’s a link to the article on the “News & Events” page of our chapter website; also,
here’s the URL link to view it: https://www.ngaus.org/newsroom/news/conversation-gen-joseph-l-lengyel
Sabbatical for Airmen: The Air Force recently initiated a Career Intermission Program that allows airmen
(Active/Reserve/Guard) to take a one to three year break from service, with an obligation to return to duty for
double the amount of time that they were absent. While absent, they’re assigned to the Ready Reserve and will
receive one-fifth of their normal pay. Naturally, the time absent does not count towards retirement eligibility.
This program allows the Air Force to retain trained personnel, rather than lose them to permanent separation. It
also facilitates joint-spouse situations where one of the two service members is unable to get a collocated
assignment. Plus, it’s a boon to persons wanting focus on academic studies, such as a Masters or Doctorate!
Big Buck Scams: Predatory lending through home refinance is being seen more often. Sometime, there’s a
claim that the offer is endorsed by the VA or is part of the official Interest Rate Reduction Refinance Loan
program. The scam refinance company "guarantees" an excellent interest rate, which may or may not be a great
deal—Proceed with caution! Here are some red flags: Real lenders never guarantee a loan rate upfront; they
don’t ask you to pay for the promise of a loan; they don’t pressure you to make an immediate decision on a
“limited time offer,” and legitimate lenders don’t ask you to pay fees via a wire funds transfer or a prepaid debit
card. Plus, some shady loan restructuring creates a situation where the new amount owed is far greater than the
home’s value! Some of the same advice holds true for reverse mortgages; they’re not always advantageous to
the homeowner. Learn more via the BBB’s military consumer education program at: www.bbb.org/military
MOAA Engage: A new and extremely well organized and easy to use legislative Take Action system has
recently been added to the MOAA the national website at: http://takeaction.moaa.org
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- NEWS FROM THE BLUE FORCE TRACKER ARMY: The Army will soon field a new night vision goggle system, plus a weapon sight system that wirelessly
transmits a sight picture to the soldier’s night vision goggles—which includes a thermal image capability!
NAVY: A $5 billion contract has been awarded for development and prototyping of the new Columbia Class
ballistic missile submarine. The new class of sub replaces the Navy’s 12 Ohio class submarines starting in 2031.
MARINES: A female Marine officer recently made history by completing the grueling Infantry Officer Course
and earning the infantry officer specialty badge. 131 Marines started the course but only 88 graduated.
AIR FORCE: The first ten AC-130J “Ghostrider” close-air-support aircraft have become operational. They have

electro-optical/infrared sensors, precision guided munitions, and rapid-fire 30mm and 105mm cannons.
Schedule: General Membership Events: November 30th Christmas Party. Board Meetings: Dec 21st.
Benevolent Fund: Our designated charities are: MOAA American Patriot Scholarship Program (MOAA-APS),
Purple Heart Homes (PHH) and Welcome Home Veterans (WHV). Donate by sending your charity-specific
(any or all three) annotated check to our Treasurer: CDR Dave Olson, 471 B 26th Ave NE, Hickory, NC 28601.
Treasury: Our chapter has sufficient funds to cover all planned activities as we come to year’s end.
CHAPTER PRINCIPALS, DIRECTORS AND STAFF
Chapter President: Colonel Joe Cansler
1st Vice President: Captain Allen Stewart
2nd Vice President: Colonel Don Gemeinhardt
3rd Vice President: LTC Cliff Davenport
Secretary: Major Dennis McClish
Treasurer: Commander Dave Olson
Chaplain: Reverend (WO3) Robert Herron
Interim Programs Chairman: Captain Allen Stewart

Director: Lt Col G. Jane Harmon
Director: LTC James Cole
Director: LTC David Imschweiler
Director: Colonel Bob Barton
Legislative Liaison: LTC (Dr.) Dana Tucker
Membership Chair: Vacant
JROTC Coordinator: Lt Col G. Jane Harmon
Newsletter/Website: Colonel John Liburdi

About This MOAA Chapter: The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit veterans
association dedicated to maintaining a strong national defense and ensuring our nation keeps its commitments to
currently serving, retired, and former members of the uniformed services, including their families and survivors.
MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are nonpartisan, without any political party affiliation, bias, or
designation. Membership is open to those who hold or have ever held a warrant or commission in any
component of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, U.S. Public Health Service or the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The MOAA Catawba Valley Chapter covers six counties:
Alexander, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Iredell and Lincoln. Our chapter is active in the community through its
Benevolent Fund (explained above) and JROTC support. The chapter also engages in ad hoc charitable support
and activity, with special emphasis on homeless Veterans. A one-page membership application form is posted
on the “Join Chapter” button on our chapter website homepage; the mailing address for the application is shown
right on the form itself. Please join our chapter! Our chapter website is at: www.moaacvc.org

Your Chapter website: www.moaacvc.org
“MOAA Catawba Valley”
Chapter”

MOAA Take Action: http://takeaction.moaa.org
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------RESERVATION FOR CHRISTMAS CHARITY DINNER
This is my reservation for the MOAA Catawba Valley Chapter Christmas dinner on Thursday November 30th at Lake Hickory
Country Club. Cocktails/social time begins at 6:00 p.m. in the club’s main ballroom—pay as you go bar—and dinner will be
served there at 6:30 p.m. Prospective chapter members are welcome to attend. Attire: Service Dress uniform w/bowtie, or suit.
Name of attendee(s):

____________________ & _______________________ & _____________________

Indicate number of entrée selections: Carved Sirloin ______

Baked Salmon _____

Veggie Plate _______

Please send this slip and your check ($25.00 per attendee) to arrive no later than November 27th, a Monday, to:

CDR Dave Olson, 471 B 26th Ave NE, Hickory, NC 28601
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