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MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, CATAWBA VALLEY CHAPTER 
   Mail: 117 Wildwood Loop, Statesville, NC  28625-8903  /  E-mail: moaacvcnc@hotmail.com  /  Phone: 919-599-8471 
 

President: Colonel Don Gemeinhardt 
 
President’s Comments: Last year, President Donald Trump signed the “Vietnam War Veterans Recognition 
Act” into law.  This action calls for flying the American flag on March 29th of every year; that’s National 
Vietnam War Veterans Day. As we travel about these days, we finally see Vietnam Veterans wearing special 
caps, vests, etc. to show that they’re the proud heroes of a very tough and unpopular war.  The Vietnam War 
came to an unsuccessful conclusion despite the incredible courage of our soldiers, marines, airmen, sailors and 
coastguardsmen who fought and won every battle throughout the war. That’s what happens when the political 
masters get it wrong and when the public is intentionally misinformed and misled.  
 
   In that era, key political figures—situated inside the Capitol Beltway—were ineptly controlling military 
operations on the overseas battlefield. Despite the best of intentions, their flawed strategy inhibited tactical 
operations, cost thousands of lives, and prompted a loss of public support for the war and for our warriors. In all 
fairness, secure communications (voice/data/imagery) didn’t move at the speed of light in those days, something 
that’s now readily achieved through the use of satellites, networks and drones. But even with technological 
advances, the enlightened approach is for politicians to carefully decide if our troops are to engage with an 
adversary and to then let trained and experienced military leaders manage the conflict and achieve victory.  
 
   These days, our nation faces a number of potential adversaries, some are traditional and rational players, while 
others are newly emerged and totally irrational—some are even fanatical instruments of a twisted ideology. 
That’s why our politicians need to provide the resources required to strengthen the Military Instrument of 
Power, why our military leaders need to hone that sword and be ready to employ it, and why the citizens of our 
nation need to continue their support of the military. Thankfully—recruiting crisis notwithstanding—the 
public’s respect and support for persons serving in uniform is now at the highest level we’ve seen since WWII.  
 
   Of course, this all falls in the context of lessons-learned. The vast majority of lessons-learned fade away with 
the passage of time and, therefore, we get to relearn them the hard way, sometimes paying a hefty price in terms 
of blood and treasure! Therein lies the hidden benefit of our Vietnam Veterans displaying their logos, ribbons 
and medals. It serves as a constant reminder to our nation’s leaders, to those serving in uniform and to our 
nation’s citizens that in order to achieve victory, we must have the right policies, adequate resources, and public 
support in any conflict or war that our nation engages in.   
 
   Therefore, please be sure to salute and/or shake the hand of any and all Vietnam Veterans you happen to 
encounter in your travels on March 29th, including many members of our own chapter!  Also, when you post 
your American flag on National Vietnam War Veterans Day, pause to remember the 1,253 Americans lost in 
the Vietnam War who are still missing and remain unaccounted for.  By the way, our state has a special 
Vietnam Era license plate; ordering details are on the NC DMV page of: www.ncdot.gov 
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Colonel Joe Cansler (l) presents check to Mr. Jarrod Hope 
 

 

Chapter Officers Sworn In: Chapter staff officers 
were sworn in at the last General Membrship meeting; 
the ceremony was conducted by Colonel Joe Cansler, 
the outgoing Chapter President. After the installation 
ceremony, Colonel Don Gemeinhardt made several 
very enthusiastic remarks as he assumed the 
President’s post.  Don stated that increasing the 
number of chapter members and enhancing our chapter 
events are two big goals for the forthcoming year. Joe 
Cansler also made make a few additional remarks. He 
explained that the NC “4th Branch” is still pushing hard 
for extension of the government and military state tax 
exemption on retirement pay. The bill is being worked 
in the State General Assembly; however, Joe pointed 
out that active supporters are mainly persons in 
Raliegh who stand to benefit, and that “grass roots” 
support from throughout the state is lacking and needs 
to be activated. So, the 4th Branch just established a 
new website that has an Action Center with an easy to 
sign petition—details on next page. Commander Dave 
Olson then conducted the charity raffle. Mrs. Gail 
Stewart was the winner, and she donated her winnings 
to our Benevolent Fund—thanks ever so much Gail! 
 

 

Veterans Transition House: The guest speaker at 
our last General Membership meeting was Mr. 
Jarrod Hope; he’s the Coordinator for the Iredell 
Veterans Transition House in Statesville.  Our 
chapter presented a $500 donation check to Mr. 
Hope; the money will go towards operating 
expenses of the Transition House, which is 100 
percent community funded!  In his presentation, 
Mr. Hope explained that most of the homeless 
Veterans in his facility are Vietnam Veterans.  This 
largely stems from the fact that those Veterans 
were not welcomed home after the war and they 
received little support to transition back to civilian 
life. Homeless Veterans at the Transition House in 
Statesville are either searched out in the local area 
or they show up unexpectedly at the Statesville 
facility. Interestingly, most of them are North 
Carolinians, and there are even a few women 
Veterans in the program. The main theme of the 
facility is life-skills training, with the ultimate goal 
of placing the Veterans in permanent housing as 
solid citizens and contributing members of society. 
The two-year transition program has an admirable 
seventy-five percent success rate. Mr. Hope 
entertained many questions at the conclusion of his 
well-received presentation. 

 

 Chapter staff officers swearing in for two-year tour of duty 
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New 4th Branch Website & Petition: The NC 4th Branch has launched a new website and advocacy center in 
support of ongoing efforts to eliminate the state income tax on government (military/federal/state/local) retirees’ 
retirement benefits. As part of this initiative, they’ve begun a new petition (in advance of this year's legislative 
session) to gather names to show the strength of our common cause of extending the NC tax-exempt status to 
recent and new military retirees. Visit the action center at their website and click "Take Action" (or the arrow 
beside "I Petition") to add your name and to validate your 4th Branch membership.  Visit: http://4thbranchnc.org 
 
New DoD Dental & Vision Programs: Although it may seem premature to mention this, we do want to give 
readers a heads-up about the new dental and vision insurance programs for military retirees. Besides covering 
vision care, the new program replaces the existing TRICARE Retiree Dental Plan, which will sunset on 
December 31st of this year. The new dental and eye care programs will be offered and administered through the 
Federal Employees Dental and Vision Insurance Program (FEDVIP). It goes into effect for military retirees on 
January 1st, 2019. Beneficiaries are strongly encouraged to start getting information and pre-enrollment 
communications through a new website specifically for the FEDVIP program: www.TRICARE.benefeds.com 
 
Foothills Veterans Stand Down: This huge event will be held on April 13th from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The 
Veterans Transitional Advocacy Board organized the Stand Down, and it takes place in a spacious and modern 
facility on the Catawba Valley Community College campus in Hickory. It provides a wide array of assistance 
and services to needy Veterans—many are homeless! Our chapter will be one of the event sponsors. Also, 
chapter members are encouraged to volunteer to serve as staff workers, helping out at the event. Volunteer by 
selecting your preferred job in a convenient time slot. FYI: there’s a short training session for volunteers the day 
before the event. Visit the “News & Events” page of our chapter website. Clicking on the “Stand Down” button 
takes you to the event website; there you'll find full info and the application form for volunteering.  
 
Chapter Website Refresh:  Our chapter website was recently refreshed to ensure all info is current and that all 
links are functioning properly. A new link has been added to the “Useful Links” page that gives access to the 
USCG/NOAA/USPHS combined retiree newsletter. A link to “Deal Hack” Military Veterans Discount Guide 
was also added. Our www.moaacvc.org website provides lots of relevant info, and it’s an easy to use portal to 
the “on-line” military community. Mention our website (www.moaacvc.org) to prospective chapter members! 
 
Saluting Women Veterans: There’s a special event to honor and celebrate Women Veterans for their service to 
our country.  It’s being held on Sunday, June 10th from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Benton Convention Center in 
Winston-Salem, NC.  Female Veterans of all ages and from all branches of service, and one guest, are invited to 
attend free of charge—individual tickets are $40 each. See full details—including RSVP instructions—on the 
event flyer by visiting the “News & Events” page of our website; click on the blue “Women Veterans” button.  
 
Soldier’s Best Friend: The VA has established a partnership with the Humane Society of the U.S. to encourage 
Veterans to consider pet ownership and volunteer opportunities with community organizations, including local 
animal shelters and humane societies in an effort to pair Veterans with rescued animals. “There are many 
benefits to pet ownership both for Veterans in need of companionship and for animals in need of good homes,” 
said VA Secretary Dr. David J. Shulkin. “ The greatest benefit for both can be a more fulfilled quality of life. 
 
VA Healthcare Milestone: The VA just announced that 100 percent of its more than 1,000 medical facilities 
across the country now offer same-day services for urgent primary and mental health-care needs. Same-day 
services means a Veteran with an urgent need for primary care and mental health-care receives services that 
may include: a face-to-face visit with a clinician; advice provided during a call with a nurse; a telehealth or 
video care visit; an appointment with a specialist; or a prescription filled the same day, depending upon what 
best meets the needs of the Veteran. Access info for each VA facility is at: www.accesstocare.va.gov/   
 
Blue Force Tracker: Just in case you were wondering, Blue Force Tracking is a U.S. military term for a GPS-
enabled capability that provides military commanders and forces with location information of friendly military 
forces. In NATO military symbology, blue typically denotes friendly forces. The Blue Force Tracker section on 
the next page of our newsletter tracks various interesting developments in each branch of military service.  
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- NEWS FROM THE BLUE FORCE TRACKER - 

ARMY: Researchers at the U.S. Army Armament R&D/Engineering Center successfully engineered and fired 
the first grenade ever created with a 3-D printer from a grenade launcher that was also produced the same way. 
 

NAVY: Navy researchers aboard the USS Coronado are testing a CO2 powered multi-launch capability for 
Nomad flight vehicles, plus a new recovery capability for what was solely an expendable unmanned aircraft.  
 

MARINES: New testing of F-35B Lightning II Short Takeoff/Vertical Landing (STOVL) aircraft has begun.  
The F-35B lands vertically and takes off on a short ramp, making it ideal for operations off of amphibious ships.  
 

AIR FORCE: Combat Aviation Advisors began wearing brown berets on January 6th.. These airmen are part of 
AF Special Operations Command; they are fixed-wing combat aviation advisors to friendly nations worldwide.  

2018 Calendar: General Membership Events: 22 Mar, 24 May, 28 July (TBD), 27 Sep and 29 Nov - Christmas 
Party.  Board Meetings: 26 Apr, 28 June, 23 Aug, 25 Oct and 27 Dec.   
 

Benevolent Fund: Our designated charities are: MOAA American Patriot Scholarship Program (MOAA-APS), 
Purple Heart Homes (PHH) and Welcome Home Veterans (WHV). Donate by sending your charity-specific 
(any or all three) annotated check to our Treasurer: CDR Dave Olson, 471 B 26th Ave NE, Hickory, NC 28601.  
FYI: We have received warm letters of appreciation from the agencies our chapter donated to in 2017. 
 

Treasury: Some chapter members still haven’t paid annual dues—just $25 for 2018! The Treasurer’s address is 
in the above paragraph. By the way, annual chapter dues are waived for our nineteen JROTC Senior Instructors. 
Money from our Benevolent Fund and a USAA contribution were combined to provide a $500 donation to 
support the upcoming Foothills Veterans Stand Down event, making our chapter a Gold Level sponsor.  
 

CHAPTER PRINCIPALS, DIRECTORS AND STAFF 

Chapter President: Colonel (Dr.) Don Gemeinhardt  Director: Colonel Bob Barton 
1st Vice President: LTC Cliff Davenport   Director: Captain Allen Stewart 
2nd Vice President: LTC James Cole   Director: LTC David Imschweiler  
Treasurer: Commander Dave Olson   Legislative Liaison: LTC (Dr.) Dana Tucker 
Secretary & Deputy Treasurer: Major Dennis McClish Membership Chair: LTC Dave Imschweiler 
Chaplain: Reverend (WO3) Robert Herron   JROTC Coordinator: Lt Col G. Jane Harmon 
Interim Programs Chairman: Captain Allen Stewart Personal Affairs & TOPS: Lt Col Ted Hayes 
1st Past President & Director: Colonel Joe Cansler   Newsletter/Website: Colonel John Liburdi 
 

About This MOAA Chapter: The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit veterans 
association dedicated to maintaining a strong national defense and ensuring our nation keeps its commitments to 
currently serving, retired, and former members of the uniformed services, including their families and survivors. 
MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are nonpartisan, without any political party affiliation, bias, or 
designation. Membership is open to those who hold or have ever held a warrant or commission in any 
component of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, U.S. Public Health Service or the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The MOAA Catawba Valley Chapter covers six counties: 
Alexander, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Iredell and Lincoln. Our chapter is active in the community through its 
Benevolent Fund (explained above) and JROTC support. The chapter also engages in ad hoc charitable support 
and activity, with special emphasis on homeless Veterans. A one-page membership application form is posted 
on the “Join Chapter” button on our chapter website homepage; the mailing address for the application is shown 
right on the form itself. Please join our chapter!  Our chapter website is at:  www.moaacvc.org 
 

 
“MOAA Catawba Valley” 

Chapter” 

Your Chapter website: www.moaacvc.org 

MOAA Take Action: http://takeaction.moaa.org 
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This is my reservation for the MOAA Catawba Valley Chapter’s General Membership meeting/dinner on March 22nd, (a 
Thursday) at Lake Hickory Country Club.  Cocktails/social time begins at 6:00 p.m. and dinner will be served there at 6:30 p.m.  
Guest Speaker will be announced at a later date.    
 

Name of attendee(s):      ____________________  &   _______________________  &  _____________________ 
 
 

Indicate number of entrée selections:  Cordon Bleu   ______   Grilled Salmon    ______      Veggie Plate  _______ 

 
Please send this slip and your check ($25.00 per attendee) to arrive no later than March 19th, a Monday, to: 

 
Major Dennis McClish, 117 Wildwood Loop, Statesville, NC 28625-8903 

  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 
 
 
IDENTITY PROTECTION INFO: Prevention, Detection & Victim Assistance 
 

www.irs.gov/identity-theft-fraud-scams/identity-protection 
 
 

 

 
TYPES OF SCAMS AND FRAUD + Victim Reporting Procedures  
 

https://www.usa.gov/stop-scams-frauds 
 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

 
MOAA JUNIOR RESERVE OFFICER TRAINING CORPS MEDALS 
 

Our chapter’s JROTC Coordinator—Marine Lt Col Jane Harmon—just distributed MOAA 
JROTC Award medals and certificates to the nineteen units associated with our chapter. All 
military services have officially approved this MOAA medal for presentation. The prescribed 
policy for awarding these medals to one outstanding cadet in each unit can be found on the 
“JROTC Support” page of our chapter website: www.moaacvc.org 

RESERVATION FOR MARCH MOAA CVC MEETING/DINNER  

 

 

  

 


