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MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, CATAWBA VALLEY CHAPTER 
Mail: 117 Wildwood Loop, Statesville, NC  28625-8903  /  E-mail: moaacvcnc@hotmail.com  /  Phone: 704-878-0743 

 
President: Colonel Joe Cansler, USA, (Ret.) 

  
President’s Comments:  Our chapter’s annual picnic will be held at noon on July 22nd, that’s a Saturday. The 
catered “picnic” will be indoors in the air-conditioned comfort of Lake Hickory Country Club, in Hickory. 
You’re welcome to bring any and all family members and friends as guests. In particular, we hope that many of 
you will bring a potential member or two as your guests with the expectation that they’ll join our chapter. We’re 
extremely eager to find new chapter members; they can participate in chapter activities to the level they feel 
most comfortable with—lots of involvement or only limited involvement. At any rate, the attire for our fun 
picnic is casual, and we’ll be entertained by music as we enjoy the club’s buffet and friendly conversations.   
 
   As you know, our chapter is still searching for volunteers to fill the Programs Chair, Membership Chair and 
Personal Affairs positions. None of those key positions requires any huge investment of your time or energy. As 
you consider volunteering, please bear in mind that many of our more senior (in age) officers have generously 
served the chapter for many years in the past and have now become too “long in the tooth” to reengage in such 
duties again. It would be great if a few of our officers who recently reached their “second retirement” would 
kindly come forward to help us out. Our chapter volunteers find these duties to be enjoyable and very fulfilling.  
 
   HB-103 Equal Tax Treatment of Government Retirees is currently in the NC House Committee on Finance. 
Here’s the 4th Branch’s succinct rationale for bill passage: “NC's state income tax on the earned retirement 
benefits of retired public servants is an unwise tax policy that denies NC significant economic benefits, 
including thousands of jobs and increases in consumer spending, GDP, local capital, new home construction, 
and local sales and property tax revenues.  In fact, an economic analysis performed by an independent 
economist for The 4th Branch shows a benefit-to-cost ratio of 2.5 to 1 for terminating this unfair state income 
tax.” Visit www.4thbranchnc.org and click on “Engage Site” and then on “Take Action” to send a staged e-
mail to your respective legislators. FYI, this earned benefit transfers to spouses of deceased military personnel!  
 
   In case you hadn’t heard, chapter member LTC (Dr.) Dana Tucker of the NC Army National Guard was 
recently selected to attend the U.S. Army War College in residence during the next academic year at Carlisle 
Barracks, near Harrisburg Pennsylvania. The prestigious Army War College was founded in 1901. It’s common 
knowledge that those officers selected to attend any one-year Senior Service School in residence are ultimately 
destined for higher levels of responsibility, and the commensurate rank. So, congratulations to Dana! 
 
   Lastly, the Army Chaplain Corps celebrates its 242nd anniversary on July 29th. Chaplains often put themselves 
in harm’s way as they see to the spiritual needs of military warriors. Ironically, some ungodly and restrictive 
policies have recently been imposed on military chaplains as they minister to soldiers and their families. Yet, 
the courageous chaplains—as unarmed non-combatants—continue their altruistic and sacred activity in the 
midst of raging battles. To wit, nine chaplains have received the Medal of Honor since its inception in 1861. 
Our chaplains may not necessarily be warriors per se; yet, they valiantly serve at sea and on distant battlefields! 
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MOAA’s LTC Counts addresses Catawaba Valley Chapter         LTC Counts presents MOAA medalian to Mrs. Cansler 

Field of Flags: The second annual Field of Flags 
ceremony was held on the grounds of the Lowes 
YMCA in Mooresville this past Memorial Day. 
The event, organized by the Lake Norman (LKN) 
Exchange Club, was held in the spirit of 
Americanism to honor deceased military personnel, 
and all Veterans. Many organizations participated, 
including the American Legion and the Marine 
Corps League. The main feature was a field of 500 
big American flags, each one dedicated to a 
specific military person. A military fighter aircraft 
did a low-level flyover to kick off the event. After 
moving words from a few key speakers, including 
the Mayor, the names of the 500 military personnel 
were read, one-by-one. Mooresville Fire-Rescue’s 
Pipe & Drum band then played Amazing Grace. 
Afterwards, a rifle detail fired a 21-Gun salute and 
a bugler played taps. Then, all attendees chimed in 
on Lee Greenwood’s patriotic song God Bless the 
U.S.A.  This was a truly world-class ceremony in 
which the Mooresville/LKN community came 
together to pay tribute to the U.S. Armed Forces.  
 

 

  

LTC (USA-Ret) Clarence Counts (MOAA’s Program Director, Council and Chapter Affairs) was Guest Speaker at our 
recent meeting/dinner. Prior to the dinner event, he held a very productive one-hour workshop with our chapter staff. 
This brought to light our novel idea of having MOAA national send out biannual chapter membership recruiting e-mails 
that contain the addressed individual’s respective local chapter website address.  During LTC Counts’ extensive after-
dinner remarks, he discussed some of the changes and initiatives that MOAA national has engaged in.  He explained that 
Military Officer maganzine is soon going to be revamped, including a big change in the tone of advertising. He also 
announced that the MOAA website will be completely revised so as to make it easier to navigate and to make data 
searches eaiser. He also offered some insights into the “Virtual Chapters” initiative that’s gradually coming into being in 
MOAA.  After concluding his remarks and fielding some questions, he presented two MOAA award certificates to John 
Liburdi for our chapter’s newsletter and website. Then he presented an MOAA “challenge coin” to Colonel Cansler, and 
also one to Joe’s wife Phyllis in the spirit of miliary spouse appreciation!  
 

 Mooresville Fire & Rescue: Heroes honoring fellow heroes 
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Gold Star ID Cards: The issuance of Gold Star installation access identification cards is a new initiative that’s 
quickly spreading across all branches of the military, on many military installations. These special identification 
cards are being issued to parents and siblings of deceased active duty military personnel so that they’ll have 
unescorted access to a given military installation, thereby making it easier for them to receive services and 
support. Plus, some military installations have also established Gold Star reserved parking spaces on their bases. 
 
Lowes Military Discount Changes: Lowes Home Improvement still has its everyday military discount of 10% 
on all purchases. However, it’s now necessary to enroll on-line in their 10% military discount program. Once 
you do that, cashiers automatically factor in your discount at checkout and the discount will automatically be 
calculated in when you shop on-line at Lowe’s website. Lowes has linked with an unnamed trusted third party 
to verify your military service based on name, birth date, branch of service, and date of discharge. Remember to 
bring your “myLowes” card when you shop; otherwise, there’s a more complicated process using just your 
phone number at checkout. To enroll in this military discount program, go to website: Lowes.com/Military 
 
Broken Hearts vs. Purple Hearts: The Supreme Court recently issued a landmark ruling on the Uniformed 
Services Former Spouse Protection Act (USFSPA). The essence of the decision was that states can treat military 
retired pay as property to be divided in the case of a divorce, but the states cannot include a Veterans VA 
disability pay in a divorce settlement. This is very significant if the military member opts to accept VA 
disability pay in lieu of a portion of his or her military retirement pay. Interestingly, the case brought before the 
Supreme Court regarded a mere $152 a month of VA disability pay! That said, the upshot is that all fifty states 
must now exclude VA disability pay in a divorce settlement; previously, some states did and some did not.     
 
Smarter VA Visit Scheduling: The VA is currently developing an on-line patient self-scheduling system that 
features a smartphone application (“App”) that will help improve access to care for Veterans. This program is 
an element of the Faster Care for Veterans Act of 2016, which requires VA to establish an 18-month trial 
program operational in at least three Veterans Integrated Service Networks (VISNs), under which Veterans can 
use a cell phone, tablet, computer or mobile device to schedule and confirm primary care, specialty care and 
mental health appointments. The VA Secretary said, “ Self-scheduling apps are widely used in the private sector 
and will help create a better experience for Veterans and their medical-care providers.” 
 
Skimming Defense: “Skimmers” have intensified their sinister activity in our area, especially near Interstate 
highways. They mount devices onto the credit or debit card readers of ATM machines and gas pumps. The 
devices record card and PIN numbers, which the criminal essentially uses to steal money from the victims credit 
or debit account. Here’s a few tips from the police: Check the credit card pad before charging your purchase, 
maybe it’s loose or doesn’t look the ones on other pumps or ATM machines? Opt for credit card purchases 
rather than using your debit card, which would require inputting the account PIN. Select a pump close to the gas 
station cashier, a place less likely to be tampered with by crooks. Check your accounts often for illicit activity! 
 
Presumptive Health Conditions: The VA Benefits section on page 34 of the NC4Vets Resource Guide gives 
info on filing VA Disability Claims. It also explains how to join registries for:  Agent Orange, Gulf War, and 
Airborne Hazards & Open Burn Pits. That section of the guide also explains presumptive health conditions that 
may qualify veterans for service-connected disability based on a condition tied to a specific military service: 
Former POWs, Vietnam Veterans, Atomic Veterans, Gulf War Veterans, and those who served on Camp 
Lejeune during a certain period of time. There’s a button to view a soft-copy of the NC4Vets Resource Guide on 
the “Useful Links” page of our chapter website.  Page 4 has a list of all NC Veteran Service Offices by county! 
 
USPHS Roots: The USPHS began in 1798 when President Adams signed the “Act for the Relief of Sick and 
Disabled Seamen.” This established marine (maritime) hospitals in major U.S. ports. When Congress enacted 
the National Quarantine Act in 1878, those hospitals were tasked to administer disease control for the country. 
Congress established the USPHS Commissioned Corps in 1889 as the uniformed component of the Marine 
Hospital Service. Today, the USPHS has 6,500 officers with duty stations in over 20 federal departments and 
agencies! Thus, USPHS officers have amazingly interesting and varied careers. Learn more at: www.usphs.gov. 
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- NEWS FROM THE BLUE FORCE TRACKER - 

ARMY: The new Machine Foreign Language Translation System punches through the foreign language barrier 
by providing language translation capabilities to individual soldiers, even when a trained linguist is unavailable.  
 

NAVY: Aircraft carrier USS Gerald R. Ford will be commissioned on July 22nd. There are shakedown cruises 
and 4,300 sailors to be trained before the $13 billion ship becomes fully operational to host its 70+ aircraft.  
 
MARINES:  Test pilots at Patuxent River, MD are putting the new F-35B (Short Take-Off and Vertical Landing 
variant) through testing to gain information on its fighting capabilities, weapon capacity and flight performance.  
 
AIR FORCE: Cadet (now 2Lt) Hayley Wier invented an anti-ballistic fabric using a “shear thickening fluid” to 
create an incredibly light body armor that blocks handgun rounds. Her work is now an official R&D program. 
 
Schedule: General Membership Events: July 22nd Picnic, September 28th, and the November 30th Christmas 
Party.  Board Meetings: August 24th, October 26th, and Dec 21st.   
 

Benevolent Fund: Our designated charities are: MOAA American Patriot Scholarship Program (MOAA-APS), 
Purple Heart Homes (PHH) and Welcome Home Veterans (WHV). Donate by sending your charity-specific 
(any or all three) annotated check to our Treasurer: CDR Dave Olson, 471 B 26th Ave NE, Hickory, NC 28601.   
 

Treasury: Funds in our chapter’s various accounts are more than adequate funds to cover all planned activities.   
 
 

CHAPTER PRINCIPALS, DIRECTORS AND STAFF 

Chapter President: Colonel Joe Cansler   Director: Lt Col G. Jane Harmon 
1st Vice President: Captain Allen Stewart  Director: LTC James Cole 
2nd Vice President: Colonel Don Gemeinhardt  Director: LTC David Imschweiler  
3rd Vice President: LTC Cliff Davenport   Director: Colonel Bob Barton 
Secretary: Major Dennis McClish   Legislative Liaison: LTC (Dr.) Dana Tucker 
Treasurer: Commander Dave Olson   Membership Chair: Vacant 
Chaplain: Reverend (WO3) Robert Herron  JROTC Coordinator: Lt Col G. Jane Harmon 
Programs Chairman: Vacant    Newsletter/Website: Colonel John Liburdi 
 
 

About This MOAA Chapter: The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit veterans’ 
association dedicated to maintaining a strong national defense and ensuring our nation keeps its commitments to 
currently serving, retired, and former members of the uniformed service, including their families and survivors. 
MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are nonpartisan, without any political party affiliation, bias, or 
designation. Membership is open to those who hold or have ever held a warrant or commission in any 
component of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, U.S. Public Health Service or the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The MOAA Catawba Valley Chapter covers six counties: 
Alexander, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Iredell and Lincoln. Our chapter is active in the community through its 
Benevolent Fund (explained above) and JROTC support. The chapter also engages in ad hoc charitable support 
and activity, with special emphasis on homeless Veterans. A one-page membership application form is posted 
on the “Join Chapter” button on our chapter website homepage; the mailing address for the application is shown 
right on the form itself. Please join our chapter!  Our chapter website is at:  www.moaacvc.org 
 
 

 
 

“MOAA Catawba Valley 
Chapter” 

Your Chapter website: www.moaacvc.org 
MOAA Take Action: www.moaa.org/takeaction/ 
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This is my reservation for the MOAA Catawba Valley Chapter picnic on July 22nd at Lake Hickory Country Club. This 
indoor event starts at 12:00 noon in air-conditioned comfort. Everyone will enjoy a lovely picnic theme buffet prepared by 
the club’s chefs.  Members are encouraged to bring any and all family members and invited guests, especially potential 
chapter members! We’ll be entertained by a medley of lighthearted songs during this fun social event.  
 

Name of Attendee(s):      ____________________ &   _______________________ & ____________________ 
 
                                                       ____________________ &   _______________________ & ____________________ 
 
Please send this slip and your check ($25.00 per attendee) to arrive no later than Monday July 17th to:  
 

CDR Dave Olson, 471 B 26th Ave NE, Hickory, NC 28601 
 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
 
 

YOU’RE STILL IN TIME TO SIGN UP FOR OUR 7-10 SEPTEMBER WILLIAMSBURG TRIP! 
                                                                                                                Public Domain Image 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go to www.moaa-nc.org and click on “Calendar” for full details and the registration form. Check out the 
program and you’ll see there’s only about 90 minutes of MOAA NC CoC suggested business activity; so, the 
visit is almost completely free-time for you and is indeed completely free-time for your family and guests.  By 
the way, it’s not necessary to be a member of MOAA or a relative of an MOAA member to be a guest. Besides 
the luxury hotel itself, all meals and site entrance fees are included in the price. Also, while you’re visiting 
Colonial Williamsburg, consider the other great tourist attractions very close by: Mariners’ Museum in Newport 
News, Historic Jamestown, the Yorktown Battlefield, and Busch Gardens Amusement Park in Williamsburg.  

RESERVATION FOR ANNUAL CHAPTER PICNIC 

 


