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President: Colonel Don Gemeinhardt
President’s Comments: This year, Memorial Day falls on May 28th. This is the solemn day that we Americans
honor the more than a million men and women who have given their lives in the service of their country during
wartime. Memorial Day—formerly Decoration Day—was established by Major General “Black Jack” Logan;
he was the third Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, a Union Veterans group. In 1868, he
decreed that May 30th should be a day of remembrance of the 620 thousand soldiers killed in the Civil War
“…whose bodies now lie in almost every city, village and hamlet churchyard in the land.”
For the 50 years that followed, that Decoration Day tradition continued to honor those who died in the Civil
War. Then, America’s involvement in WWI prompted officials to expand Decoration Day to include military
men and women who died in all wars. Although the term Memorial Day had been in common use for some
time, the name wasn’t officially changed to Memorial Day until a century later. In 1968, the Uniform Holiday
Act also changed what is now Memorial Day to be observed on the last Monday in May, regardless of the date.
There two significant traditions associated with Memorial Day observance. The first is that the American flag
is flown at half-staff until noon that day. The second is the tradition of wearing red poppies. The practice stems
from a poem written by Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, a Canadian physician serving on the Western Front.
After a particularly bloody battle, he wrote “In Flanders Fields.” His poem mentions the abundance of poppies
that flourished amongst soldiers’ graves in Flanders. Soon thereafter, YMCA worker Moina Michael attended a
War Secretaries’ conference wearing a silk poppy pinned to her coat, and she distributed them to many other
attendees. The American Legion then adopted that practice as the official symbol of remembrance.
There’ll be Memorial Day ceremonies and parades in many towns throughout Catawba Valley. Traditionally,
a senior town official presides over such ceremonies, and a highly respected military figure is invited to speak at
the event and/or to lay a wreath. Obviously, being invited as the key dignitary in uniform is a huge honor. That
said, even those of us who are not called upon to do so should still be present at our local remembrance
ceremony, no matter what form it takes. And, we should be conspicuously military, in uniform if on active duty
or as a Veteran representing one’s respective branch of service. Otherwise, it’s appropriate to wear some item
of attire that manifests a person’s branch of military service. That’s because it’s important for the civilian
populace to be assured that we who served in uniform will never forget our fallen comrades-in-arms.
In that vein, those who fell on overseas battlefields before the Korean War were frequently—but not always—
interned in a foreign country. Actually, during the WWI and WWII eras, oftentimes a family would only receive
a telegram, a letter of condolence, and maybe a few personal items belonging to the deceased. Thus, Congress
established the American Battle Monuments Commission in 1923. They’re the guardians of America’s overseas
commemorative cemeteries and memorials where 124, 000 of those who died in war were laid to rest. On
Memorial Day, you can view some of ABMC’s stunningly beautiful shrines and salute the warriors who never
came home by visiting website: www.abmc.gov.
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LTC Dana (Dr.) Dana Tucker presentation on NC Guard

NC National Guard Highlights: The guest
speaker at our last General Membership meeting
was LTC (Dr.) Dana Tucker. He briefed on the
colorful history and many highlights of the North
Carolina National Guard. He pointed out that the
Carolina Guard came into being in 1663, even
before the birth of the United States. He cited that
the Guard was initially created under the Carolina
Charter and again under the U.S. Constitution, in
1787. He outlined the Guard’s activity in both the
federal and the state domains. He explained how
the NC Guard maintains special partnerships with
active duty units, staying connected in preparation
for potential conflicts anywhere on the globe. He
also gave insights into some NC Guard missions
brought about through cooperative agreements with
other states, such as deployments to help hurricane
ooresville F
victims in Florida and Puerto Rico. Then he
outlined the realignment and renovation of what
are now eighty-eight NC Guard Readiness Centers.
He also discussed the Tarheel Challenge Academy,
operated by the Guard. That institution successfully
transforms at-risk youth into educated citizens with
a promising future. His presentation was followed
by a very lively and informative Q & A session.
Afterwards, he won our charity raffle and kindly
donated his winnings to our chapter’s Benevolent
Fund—thanks very much Dana!

Veterans Stand Down: Our MOAA Catawba Valley Chapter—in conjunction with USAA—was a Gold Level
sponsor for the recent Foothills Homeless Veterans Stand Down held on April 13th in Hickory. This event was
at the Catawba Valley Community College, in the modern Tarlton Complex. Homeless and needy Veterans
received a broad spectrum of services, including: dental care, counseling services, employment assistance,
haircuts, massages, clothing issue, and both breakfast and lunch. The opening ceremony was a big feature of the
event, and it included a tri-service Honor Guard from our associated Hickory HS, Maiden HS and St. Stephens
HS JROTC units. The Hickory JROTC Tornado Battalion even provided a one-on-one escort for each Veteran!
Also, several of our MOAA chapter members participated in this huge event, serving as volunteer workers.
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Grand Slam Awards: This year our chapter won three MOAA National Five-Star Awards. The Level of
Excellence Award was first. Now, MOAA just announced winners of the 2017 Colonel Marvin Harris
Communications Awards. We won a 5-Star Award in both the print newsletter and the website categories!
Push to pass HB 103: The 4th Branch website was recently expanded and revitalized. Obviously, the goal is to
get state legislators to pass HB 103: Equal Tax Treatment of Government Retirees. The revamped website has
new features, such as a tax savings chart that shows the dollar amount current and future government
(military/federal/state/local) retirees will save in relation to their gross income if HB 103 is passed. Plus, the 4th
Branch website offers the opportunity to sign up and use their advocacy tools to support elimination of the state
income tax on government retirees’ retirement benefits. Push to pass HB 103 by visiting: www4thbranchnc.org
Military Records Scam: Sometimes it’s necessary to obtain Veterans’ service records as proof of military
service in order to collect service-related entitlements. This could be either for oneself or for deceased next of
kin. Well, no need to pay a “middleman” that charges a fee for obtaining copies of military records or that
claims you can only get the records quickly by paying them a fee. Veterans’ service records are held in the
National Archives. They can be ordered on-line, and generally there is no cost for the records if they’re needed
for obtaining Veterans’ benefits. Furthermore, the National Archives has an on-line “fast-lane” for obtaining
records in the event of a funeral or emergency. So, skip the scammers and go directly to: www.archives.gov
Veterans’ Baby Shower: To honor and support Veterans welcoming new children into their families in 2018,
sixty U.S. VA Medical Centers around the country—in partnership with the Elizabeth Dole Foundation—will
host baby showers between May 5-16, the weeks surrounding Mother’s Day, “The Nationwide Baby Shower
will ensure Veterans have what they need to focus on the joy of growing their families in those stressful first
weeks,” said acting VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. The goal is to celebrate Veteran parents — especially moms
— while also increasing awareness of the VA’s comprehensive maternity care services and to encourage
women Veterans to Choose VA to support their health and wellness goals.”
Saluting Women Veterans: Don’t forget the special event to honor and celebrate Women Veterans for their
service to our country. It’s on Sunday, June 10th from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Benton Convention Center in
Winston-Salem, NC. Female Veterans of all ages and from all branches of service, and one guest, are invited to
attend free of charge—individual tickets are $40 each. See full details—including RSVP instructions—on the
event flyer by visiting the “News & Events” page of our website; click on the blue “Women Veterans” button.
Military Friendly T-Mobile: Cell phone service provider T-Mobile now has a website banner stating: “We
stand ready to support our military families.” T-Mobile is focusing on three areas to do that. First, they intend
to hire 10,000 Veterans and spouses over the next five years. Next, they’re engaging with the military
community by supporting related programs like Team Rubicon disaster response. Finally, they’re now offering
military families discounts on unlimited cell phone plans. Learn more at: www.t-mobile.com/brand/military
Military Spouse Appreciation: This year, Military Spouse Appreciation Day falls on Friday, May 11th. It’s a
time to express heartfelt thanks to our spouses for their support during our time in the military, especially for
those who had a full career. A military spouse has a tough, and sometimes lonely, life as she works extra hard
providing a spectrum of support, including care of the family and the household during TDYs and deployments.
Of course, the spouse manages the PCS moves that relocate the family and household to far away places, often
to foreign lands. Yes, our spouses got the family through many hardships and sacrifices. But, couples can also
share memories of the many exciting adventures and unique experiences enjoyed together while on active duty.
Open Staff Positions: Our chapter has several staff positions that are yet to be filled. The two key positions
that remain unfilled are Membership Chair and Programs Chair. Both are “light duty” in terms of work, and the
only qualification is a desire to help out the chapter. Please let Colonel Don Gemeinhardt know if you’re
willing to fill either of those two key positions. His phone number is at the very top of this newsletter.
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- NEWS FROM THE BLUE FORCE TRACKER ARMY: Field Artillery soldiers recently tested the new Joint Effects Targeting System Target Laser Designator.
It only weighs 20 pounds and provides target location, precision azimuth & vertical angle, and laser marking.
NAVY: USS Portland was just commissioned. It’s an amphibious transport dock ship with a flight deck to land
huge Stallion helicopters and Osprey aircraft, and it has a well deck for landing craft and amphibious vehicles.
MARINES: Aviators are testing the King Stallion CH-53K helicopter that will go into service in 2019. It can
carry a 27,000 pound payload for 126 miles; and its fly-by-wire avionics make it extremely easy and safe to fly.
AIR FORCE: Vandenberg AFB, CA just activated a huge solar power farm. It supplies twenty-eight megawatts
of renewable energy. Plus, it’s a big power source that’s isolated from the vulnerable commercial power grid.
2018 Calendar: General Membership Events: 24 May, July (TBD), 27 Sep and 29 Nov - Christmas Party.
Board Meetings: 28 June, 23 Aug, 25 Oct and 27 Dec.
Benevolent Fund: Our designated charities are: MOAA American Patriot Scholarship Program (MOAA-APS),
Purple Heart Homes (PHH) and Welcome Home Veterans (WHV). Donate by sending your charity-specific
(any or all three) annotated check to our Treasurer: CDR Dave Olson, 471 B 26th Ave NE, Hickory, NC 28601.
Treasury: Our chapter has adequate operating and reserve funds to cover anticipated expenses. The appropriate
actions have been taken with the IRS to continue our chapter’s 501(c)(3) non-profit organization status.
CHAPTER PRINCIPALS, DIRECTORS AND STAFF
Chapter President: Colonel (Dr.) Don Gemeinhardt
1st Vice President: LTC Cliff Davenport
2nd Vice President: LTC James Cole
Treasurer: Commander Dave Olson
Secretary & Deputy Treasurer: Major Dennis McClish
Chaplain: Reverend (WO3) Robert Herron
Programs Chairman: Vacant
1st Past President & Director: Colonel Joe Cansler

Director: Colonel Bob Barton
Director: Captain Allen Stewart
Director: LTC David Imschweiler
Legislative Liaison: LTC (Dr.) Dana Tucker
Membership Chair: Vacant
JROTC Coordinator: Lt Col G. Jane Harmon
Personal Affairs & TOPS: Lt Col Ted Hayes
Newsletter/Website: Colonel John Liburdi

About This MOAA Chapter: The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit veterans
association dedicated to maintaining a strong national defense and ensuring our nation keeps its commitments to
currently serving, retired, and former members of the uniformed services, including their families and survivors.
MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are nonpartisan, without any political party affiliation, bias, or
designation. Membership is open to those who hold or have ever held a warrant or commission in any
component of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, U.S. Public Health Service or the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The MOAA Catawba Valley Chapter covers six counties:
Alexander, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Iredell and Lincoln. Our chapter is active in the community through its
Benevolent Fund (explained above) and JROTC support. The chapter also engages in ad hoc charitable support
and activity, with special emphasis on homeless Veterans. A one-page membership application form is posted
on the “Join Chapter” button on our chapter website homepage; the mailing address for the application is shown
right on the form itself. Please join our chapter! Our chapter website is at: www.moaacvc.org

Your Chapter website: www.moaacvc.org
“MOAA Catawba Valley”
Chapter”

MOAA Take Action: http://takeaction.moaa.org
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RESERVATION FOR MARCH MOAA CVC MEETING/DINNER
This is my reservation for the MOAA Catawba Valley Chapter’s General Membership meeting/dinner on May 24th, (a
Thursday) at Lake Hickory Country Club. Cocktails/social time begins at 6:00 p.m. and dinner will be served there at 6:30 p.m.
Guest Speaker for the evening will be Duke Power’s Director of Public Relations.
Name of attendee(s):

____________________ & _______________________ & _____________________

Indicate number of entrée selections: ______ London Broil ______ Baked Salmon ______ Veggie Plate
Please send this slip and your check ($25.00 per attendee) to arrive no later than March 19th, a Monday, to:

Commander Dave Olson, 471 B 26th Ave NE, Hickory, NC 28601
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Federal Dental and Vision Insurance Program!
The current TRICARE Retiree Dental Program WILL END on Dec 31st, 2018. During the 2018 Open Season
(Nov 12th to Dec 10th), you can enroll in the Office of Personnel Management’s (OPM) Federal Dental and
Vision Insurance Program (FEDVIP) for dental benefits in 2019. Also, for the first time, most military retirees
and their family members who are enrolled in a TRICARE health plan will have the option to enroll in vision
benefits through FEDVIP. Below are the dental and vision plans being offered. You may want to find out if
your care provider has preferences amongst these plans. To learn more and to sign up for alerts, visit:

www.tricare.benefeds.com or www.tricare.mil/fedvip

2019 FEDVIP Dental Plans:
Aetna Dental
Delta Dental
Dominion Dental
Emblem Health
FEP Blue Dental
GEHA
Humana
MetLife
Triple-S Salud
United Concordia Dental

2019 FEDVIP Vision Plans:
Aetna Vision
FEP Blue Vision
United Healthcare Vision
Vision Service Plan (VSP)

----------------------------------------------------------------------------JROTC Senior Instructors can join our chapter without paying any annual dues—they’re wiaved! The
application form (including the mail-in address) is at the “Join Chapter” button of our chapter website:
www.moaacvc.org. However, before doing so, please take advantage of the no-cost MOAA National
membership at the basic level—it’s also absolutely FREE! Just visit the MOAA website to join at the no-cost
Basic Level (at least) to get your MOAA membership number. Here’s MOAA National’s website address:

www.moaa.org/Join/
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