THE CATAWBA VALLEY OFFICERS DISPATCH

January 2018

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, CATAWBA VALLEY CHAPTER
Mail: 117 Wildwood Loop, Statesville, NC 28625-8903 / E-mail: moaacvcnc@hotmail.com / Phone: 919-599-8471

President: Colonel Don Gemeinhardt
President’s Comments: To start with, I’d like to thank my campaign chairman (and predecessor) Colonel Joe
Cansler for ensuring that my nomination for Chapter President resulted in a landslide victory! Kidding aside,
I’m honored to have been elected as the new President of MOAA’s Catawba Valley Chapter. Frankly, I
promised Joe that one of my major goals was to “Do No Harm” and work as hard as I can to continue to sustain
and grow this great Chapter that he has lead in such an extraordinary way. He also promised me that he’ll
remain just a phone call away and that he plans to stay involved.
Speaking of that, it was truly gratifying and inspiring to witness the generosity of all those who attended the
Chapter Charity Christmas Dinner at the end of November. The money raised there and what we already held in
our Benevolent Fund allowed us to flow significant annual donations to our chapter’s three designated charities,
and to also make a substantial contribution towards the operating expenses of the Veterans Transitional Home
in Statesville. My sincerest thanks to everyone who contributed to those military oriented charities.
We’re now marching into a new year; so, here are a few words on what I see to be our chapter’s major goals:
- Increase the number of members in our chapter through marketing/recruiting. We can do this by publicizing
our chapter website and by encouraging potential members to read the electronic (softcopy) version of our
chapter newsletter. We also need to capitalize on all one-on-one recruiting opportunities at military ceremonies
and various personal contacts throughout our daily lives, in social, church, and workplace settings.
- Strengthen our association with the Junior ROTC units. We’re already purchasing and supplying the MOAA
JROTC medals and certificates to our nineteen units. Plus, as a gesture to reach out to the Senior Instructors, our
board just voted to waive annual dues for the officer instructor at each location. There are also occasional
opportunities for us as individuals to participate in awards ceremonies at the high schools. Those JRTOC units
deserve our support; they’re grooming the next generation of military and civilian leaders for our nation!
- Maintain momentum in our Benevolent Fund activity. We did really great over the past year, and hopefully we
can match that again in 2018—needless to say--without prompting anyone to engage in a self-sacrifice that’s
financially painful. If all our members do whatever they can comfortably do for our designated military
charities, our chapter will have a very positive and noticeable impact in the local military community.
- Host enjoyable and enriching membership events for chapter members and guests. Obviously, that’s usually at
the luxurious Lake Hickory Country Club. That said, we hope to plus-up attendance at these events. A big help
in that regard would be entertaining and informative programs that are of interest to all, including spouses.
We’ve been finding and scheduling speakers and the like on a catch-as-catch-can basis, which is a risky way to
operate. Hopefully, a chapter member and/or spouse will soon volunteer to become our Programs Chairman.
Again, I’m honored to be your Chapter President, and I expect 2018 will be a banner year for the chapter.
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“Sailing Strings” playing a medley of Christmas classics

Legacy of the Civil War: Commander Dave Olson
and his wife Marilynn recently enjoyed an
extraordinary vacation on the American Queen
Steamboat, cruising the Cumberland and Tennessee
rivers. The theme of the cruise was history of the first
half of the Civil War. The largest steamboat ever built
featured a replica of the Ford Theater where the
details of various Civil War battles were analyzed and
discussed. The cruise included shore excursions to
many important battlegrounds and historical sites
along the way. All the reenactors wore period
uniforms and played their roles with great sincerity
and enthusiasm. The passengers were serenaded by
music of the era throughout the voyage. One very
notable feature of the portrayals and discussions was
highlighting the roles military families played during
the Civil War, a war that cost six hundred thousand
American lives—the deadliest war in U.S. History!
The Olson’s are already signed up for a similar cruise
next year to study “The Enduring Legacy of the Civil
War.” This time they’ll be focused on the second half
of the Civil War as they cruise up the Mississippi
river from New Orleans to Memphis.

Charity Christmas Dinner: Our chapter’s annual
Christmas dinner was held on November 30th at the
Lake Hickory Country Club. Most members wore
their service uniforms. Everyone enjoyed a
wonderful dinner, and they were delighted to hear
the beautiful holiday music played by renowned
piano soloist Gail Stewart, and the extremely
talented Sailing Strings ensemble! At the
conclusion of the dinner, a special collection was
conducted for the Statesville Veterans Transition
Home, and then the charity raffle was held. Over
five hundred dollars was raised for military
charities. The raffle itself was won by Colonel
David Eidson, and he spontaneously and
generously designated all of his winnings to go to
Purple Heart Homes. Then, Navy Captain Allen
Stewart announced the slate of nominees to fill
ooresville F
two-year chapter staff positions. An election was
then held and officers were duly elected to their
respective positions, shown on page four below.
Colonel (Dr.) Don Gemeinhardt (USAF-Ret.) is
our new Chapter President. At the conclusion of
the evening, attendees received a gratis copy of the
fun book Naturally Aged Nostalgia – Volume II,
written by one of our chapter members.

The Olson’s with General Ulysses S. Grant
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Veterans ID Cards: The VA just announced that Veterans Identification Cards (VIC) are now available. Only
those Veterans with honorable service will be able to apply for the ID card, which will provide proof of military
service and may be accepted by retailers in lieu of the standard DD-214 form to obtain promotional discounts
and other services where offered to Veterans. The VIC provides a more portable and secure alternative for those
who served the minimum obligated time in service, but did not meet the retirement or medical discharge
threshold. Veterans who served in the armed forces, including the reserve components, and who have a
discharge of honorable or general (under honorable conditions) can request a VIC. To request a VIC, Veterans
must visit www.vets.gov, click on “Apply for Printed Veteran Card” on the bottom left of the page, and then
sign in or create an account. Veterans who apply for a card should receive it within 60 days and can check
delivery status of their cards at the vets.gov website. A digital version of the VIC will be soon be available.
Success From Tragedy: Rory A. Cooper of the VA won the 2017 Samuel J. Heyman Service to America
Medal in the Science & Environment category. While serving in the Army, he experienced an accident that left
him paralyzed. Subsequently, improving the lives of disabled persons became his mission in life. He and his
team have 25 patents that improved wheelchair technology including: wheelchairs with robotic arms and
improved control and safety through the use of advanced technology and lightweight materials. Cooper said, “I
get my energy from the veterans. If you have the ability to make a difference, you also have an obligation.”
Tech Jobs for Vets: U.S. Tech Vets is a free online community that helps Veterans transition to civilian
careers with the Technology Industry and, likewise, connects interested employers with Veteran and military
spouse candidates. A special resume builder and job postings are on their website, which now appears on the
“Useful Links” page of our chapter website. Here’s the link to the U.S. Tech Vets website: www.ustechvets.org
Pro Bono Legal Services: The VA, the American Bar Association, the Veterans Consortium, and the National
Law School Veterans Clinic Consortium recently signed a Memorandum of Agreement aimed at improving
Veterans’ access to free legal services. Veterans—especially the homeless—often face stressful legal problems
that can affect their ability to gain or maintain employment and housing or to focus on medical treatment. VA
Medical Centers and other VA facilities are now engaging with their local communities to establish legal clinics
and Medical Legal Partnerships to address Veterans’ legal needs that threaten their health and well-being
Military Chefs: The Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays are now behind us. While we were enjoying holiday
dining here, how many of us recalled the energy, skill and dedication of the military chefs who ensured that we
all had Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners—whether we were aboard ship, on a main base, at a remote site, or
in a tactical setting? The military chefs are truly amazing; in fact, chefs from all branches of service will
participate in the 43rd annual Military Culinary Arts Competitive Training Event this March. The annual
competition at Fort Lee is the largest American Culinary Federation-sanctioned competition in the country and
showcases the talents of military chefs, including some foreign military teams. Since 1973, the competition has
been held each year with the exception of 1991 and 2003, during Desert Storm and Operation Iraqi Freedom.
New Combatant Command: Pranksters, criminals and hostile adversaries continually try to hack into our
military computer networks and satellite systems. To strengthen the DoD’s defensive and offensive capabilities
in cyberspace, the U.S. Cyber Command (created in 2009) was just elevated to become a full and independent
Unified Combatant Command, with members from all military branches. The Director of NSA serves as interim
commander until the White House and Congress appoint a flag officer to command the new organization.
2018 Defense Bill Signed: The 2018 National Defense Authorization Act was recently signed into law: Here
are a few highlights of the $700 Billion defense bill: Active duty service members get a 2.4% pay raise. The
military will increase in size by 20,000 troops. Some Tri-Care participants will see an increase in their co-pays.
The so-called “Widows Tax” (SBP and DIC offsets) will be permanently eliminated. Military spouses may
receive a license rebate of $500 if they change jobs due to family PCS moves. Families may make a PCS move
ahead of or after service member for reasons of job, school, etc. Further details on the www.moaa.org website.
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- NEWS FROM THE BLUE FORCE TRACKER ARMY: USAMMDA recently obtained approval for the Army to use French invented freeze-dried plasma
(FDP) (instead of frozen plasma) on an Investigational New Drug basis. FDP is reconstituted with sterile water.
NAVY: USNS City of Bismarck (T-EPF 9) just joined the fleet. EPFs are 338 ft catamarans with reconfigurable
mission bay areas to accommodate many types of missions. They also have a helipad for CH-53 helicopters.
MARINES: Canine handlers are now using robotic canine dummies to achieve realistic training on providing
medical aid to military dogs injured on the battlefield. SOCOM and industry developed these robotic canines.
AIR FORCE: The USAF ordered six A-29 Super Tucano aircraft for the Afghan Air Force—for a total of 20 in
2018. A-29s are single engine turboprop aircraft ideal for Close Air Support and Counter Insurgency Ops.
2018 Calendar: General Membership Events: 25 Jan, 22 Mar, 24 May, 28 July (TBD), 27 Sep and 29 Nov Christmas Party. Board Meetings: 22 Feb, 26 Apr, 28 June, 23 Aug, 25 Oct and 27 Dec.
Benevolent Fund: Our designated charities are: MOAA American Patriot Scholarship Program (MOAA-APS),
Purple Heart Homes (PHH) and Welcome Home Veterans (WHV). Donate by sending your charity-specific
(any or all three) annotated check to our Treasurer: CDR Dave Olson, 471 B 26th Ave NE, Hickory, NC 28601.
Treasury: Factoring in the flow of annual membership dues, there are sufficient funds for all planned activity.
CHAPTER PRINCIPALS, DIRECTORS AND STAFF
Chapter President: Colonel (Dr.) Don Gemeinhardt
1st Vice President: LTC Cliff Davenport
2nd Vice President: LTC James Cole
Treasurer: Commander Dave Olson
Secretary & Deputy Treasurer: Major Dennis McClish
Chaplain: Reverend (WO3) Robert Herron
Interim Programs Chairman: Captain Allen Stewart
1st Past President & Director: Colonel Joe Cansler

Director: Colonel Bob Barton
Director: Captain Allen Stewart
Director: LTC David Imschweiler
Legislative Liaison: LTC (Dr.) Dana Tucker
Membership Chair: LTC Dave Imschweiler
JROTC Coordinator: Lt Col G. Jane Harmon
Newsletter/Website: Colonel John Liburdi

About This MOAA Chapter: The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit veterans
association dedicated to maintaining a strong national defense and ensuring our nation keeps its commitments to
currently serving, retired, and former members of the uniformed services, including their families and survivors.
MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are nonpartisan, without any political party affiliation, bias, or
designation. Membership is open to those who hold or have ever held a warrant or commission in any
component of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, U.S. Public Health Service or the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The MOAA Catawba Valley Chapter covers six counties:
Alexander, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Iredell and Lincoln. Our chapter is active in the community through its
Benevolent Fund (explained above) and JROTC support. The chapter also engages in ad hoc charitable support
and activity, with special emphasis on homeless Veterans. A one-page membership application form is posted
on the “Join Chapter” button on our chapter website homepage; the mailing address for the application is shown
right on the form itself. Please join our chapter! Our chapter website is at: www.moaacvc.org

Your Chapter website: www.moaacvc.org
“MOAA Catawba Valley”
Chapter”

MOAA Take Action: http://takeaction.moaa.org
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RESERVATION FOR JANUARY MOAA CVC MEETING/DINNER
This is my reservation for the MOAA Catawba Valley Chapter’s General Membership meeting/dinner on January 25th (a
Thursday) at Lake Hickory Country Club. Cocktails/social time begins at 6:00 p.m. and dinner will be served there at 6:30 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Mr. Jarrod Hope, Statesville Veterans Transition Housing Program Coordinator. Installation of the new Chapter
Officer staff will also occur at this meeting.
Name of attendee(s):

____________________ & _______________________ & _____________________

Indicate number of entrée selections: London Broil _______

Baked Salmon ______

Veggie Plate ______

Please send this slip and your check ($25.00 per attendee) to arrive no later than January 22nd, a Monday, to:

CDR Dave Olson, 471 B 26th Ave NE, Hickory, NC 28601
---------------------------------------------------------------------------ANNUAL CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP DUES: If you are attending our January 25th General Membership
Meeting, you may pay both your dinner fee and your annual $25 chapter membership dues by writing one check
only. The Treasurer will divide off the dues and record your dues as paid. If not attending, simply send in your
$25 check to the Treasurer’s (CDR Olson) address shown on the reservation slip just above this paragraph.
DONATIONS TO BENEVOLENT FUND: While paying dues, you may want to capitalize on the opportunity
to make a contribution to our chapter’s Benevolent Fund. Please annotate your check to show which specific
charity should receive your tax deductible contribution, or simply annotate as “All Three” and your donation
will be apportioned amongst our charities. Page four above gives a letter code for each charity. The “Charity
Fund” page on our chapter website (www.moaacvc.org) clearly describes the nature of each of the charities.
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