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MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, CATAWBA VALLEY CHAPTER 
   Mail: 117 Wildwood Loop, Statesville, NC  28625-8903  /  E-mail: moaacvcnc@hotmail.com  /  Phone: 919-599-8471 
 

President: Colonel Don Gemeinhardt 
 
President’s Comments: First of all, I’d like to extend special thanks to those of you who kindly contributed to 
our chapter’s Benevolent Fund, whether it was by sending in a donation or by purchasing charity raffle tickets 
at our bimonthly dinners. We remain focused on three specific charities that are important to Veterans and their 
families. Thanks to you, we’ve again been able to make significant donations to the MOAA Patriot Scholarship 
Program that provides college tuition to children of military personnel who died on activity duty; to Purple 
Heart Homes that modifies and builds homes to accommodate severely wounded Veterans, and to the Welcome 
Home Veterans Living Museum in Mooresville where Veterans from the Catawba Valley area and beyond 
routinely gather in a mutually supportive setting that honors them. Again, thanks for your generosity! 
 
   You’re all generally familiar with the so-called Bailey Case. It exempts state tax on military and government 
pensions for those who served at least five years before August 12, 1989, thereby excluding most who retired 
after 2014 from receiving the tax benefit. The 4th Branch and the Federal Retiree Task Force, as collaborative 
umbrella organizations, have been working very hard each year to extend the NC Supreme Court’s Bailey 
decision to also cover those who retired after 2014. The goal under NC bill HB-103 is to provide equal income 
tax treatment of government retirees’ benefits.  That is, to eliminate the two-class retiree situation where only 
some retirees get the special tax benefit and others don’t. Even though a separate bill (SB-153) has emerged in 
an effort to provide income tax relief for members of the armed forces only, MOAA continues to push for 
passage of the more inclusive HB-103 because it’s directly in line with the NC Supreme Court’s original ruling.  
 
   I’ve noticed that there’ve been a multitude of recent changes to military uniforms. Some of our retirees may 
be wondering when it’s appropriate to wear their uniform and, equally important, what’s the proper uniform to 
wear.  Well, the rules are generally the same for each branch of military service.  Retirees may wear their 
uniforms when attending military funerals, memorial services, weddings, inaugurals, and other occasions of 
ceremony. Also, when attending parades on national or state holidays, or other patriotic parades or ceremonies 
in which any active or reserve U.S. military unit is taking part. As far as keeping up with uniform changes, 
retirees may wear either the uniform authorized at the time they retired, or the uniform of currently serving 
active duty personnel, but not a combination of both.  One universal rule is that the uniform may not be worn in 
events to support political interests, nor can it be worn for private and/or commercial employment activity.  
 
   One final item, we absolutely need to bump up our chapter membership numbers! Right now, our membership 
growth appears to have stalled. So, if you know of any other uniformed officers living in our area—especially 
the new military retirees that migrate to our area—please engage with them and tell them all about our chapter. 
Also, be sure to let them know about our website: www.moaacvc.org. Likewise, we’re in dire need of chapter 
members to fill various chapter staff positions that are currently vacant.  None of the associated activity is very 
demanding or time consuming; so please consider filling one of these vacant positions: Membership Chair, 
Programs Chair, and two Board of Directors positions. It’s low intensity activity that’s very rewarding. 
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Military History Timeline at Fort Dobbs:  Fort Dobbs in Statesville recently held a spectacular event that 
marched visitors through the history timeline of the fort—and the many wars that military personnel from the 
local area fought in! This event was comprised of a series of exhibits with re-enactors portraying defense of the 
local settlement in the 1600’s, the French Indian War, the American Revolution, the Civil War, the Spanish 
American War, World War I, World War II, the Vietnam War and the Gulf War. Just three examples are shown 
above:  a soldier with a 16th Century black powder “Caliber Matchlock.” Next is firing of an 1841 smooth-bore 
“Six-Pounder.”  Lastly, a 40mm M-16 A1 rifle with grenade launcher is demonstrated.  The most visible aspect 
of the historic site is the nearly completed construction of Fort Dobbs, named after Arthur Dobbs who was the 
Governor of North Carolina colony for ten years beginning in 1753.  You can view a portrait of him by visiting 
the Daughters of the American Revolution house that’s a pristine log cabin on the historic site.  They’re actually 
the organization that purchased the nine-acre historic site in 1909.  The restored fort—authentically built using 
massive hand-hewn oak logs—is an architectural marvel, and construction will be completed this spring. Fort 
Dobbs is coincidently and conveniently located near the intersection of I-40 and I-77, in Statesville. Detailed 
historical info and the site’s exciting and busy event schedule can be found at: www.fortdobbs.org. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Four Immortal Chaplains:  Sunday, February 3rd is the day set aside 
to honor four U.S. Army chaplains who valiantly sacrificed their own 
lives to save fellow soldiers while the troop ship USAT Dorchester was 
sinking after being torpedoed by a German U-Boat. On the day of 
February 22, 1943, there was urgent distribution of life jackets to 
soldiers as the Dorchester began to sink. When the supply of 
lifejackets was depleted, the four chaplains each gave their own 
lifejacket to one of the troops, thereby sacrificing themselves to save 
four lives.  The chaplains were of four faiths: Catholic, Methodist, 
Jewish and Dutch Reformed.  Father Washington, Reverend Fox, 
Rabbi Goode, and Reverend Poling were all posthumously awarded the 
Distinguished Service Cross and the Purple Heart. Then in 1961, 
President Eisenhower awarded them a posthumous Special Medal of 
Heroism to honor their extraordinary faith, courage and valor. That 
special medal was only issued once, and it’s equivalent to the Medal of 
Honor. For a more detailed history of the chaplains and their heroic 
deeds, visit: www.fourchaplainsorg  
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Chapter Christmas Charity Dinner: Our chapter held a very successful Christmas Charity Dinner on 
November 29th at Lake Hickory Country Club.  Some highlights of the evening were the cocktail hour that 
featured renowned pianist Mrs. Gail Stewart, playing traditional holiday melodies. Then came the Missing 
Member Table ceremony to honor POW/MIAs, and chapter members who have passed away.  The club then 
served a sumptuous full-course dinner. Then we enjoyed listening to the amazing Carolina Moonlighters and 
Acapella Fellas; both vocal groups sang holiday favorites and nostalgic songs. The evening concluded with a 
successful surge to top off our Benevolent Fund for the year.  Everyone at this event had a truly wonderful time!   
 
FEDVIP Dental & Eye Care Program: If you missed the FEDVIP “Open Season” enrollment period, you 
might still be able to enroll by visiting their website and then initiating the enrollment process where there’s 
been an announcement saying,” Did you miss the open season? You may still be able to enroll.”  Visit: 
https://benefeds.com or call 1-877-888-3337. Also, now that most folks have enrolled in the FEDVIP insurance 
programs and they’ve gone active, it might be time to cancel redundant vision and dental policies that provide 
exactly the same dental and vision coverage as the new policies. There’s no sense in paying premiums twice for 
the same coverage. If you do cancel a policy, be sure to stop the MyPay allotment or other automatic payments.  
 
Veteran ID Cards: A Veteran ID Card (VIC) is a form of photo ID you can use to get discounts offered to 
Veterans at many stores, businesses, and restaurants. Having this card means you won’t need to show military 
discharge papers or share sensitive personal information to receive discounts. You can obtain a VIC if you have 
a Social Security number, a copy of your DD214 or equivalent, and any form of government-issued ID. Plus, 
you’ll need a digital color photo of yourself from the shoulders up.  You can obtain a VIC via an Internet on-
line process; visit www.va.gov and click on “Types of ID Cards” in the “Records Section” of the VA’s new 
website.  Alternatively, you can obtain Veteran Drivers License Designation from NC DOT; procedures are on 
their website: www.ncdot.gov.  Just click on “Offices & Services” and then click on “Military Services.”  

 
VA’s New On-Line Dashboard:  The Veterans Administration website has just been redesigned to provide a 
much more user-friendly “Graphical User Interface,” known as a GUI. The website homepage layout is now 
more logical and intuitive—very easy to navigate! The full spectrum of VA services is now readily accessible 
via this one single easy to use portal. See it for yourself and take a “test drive” by visiting www.va.gov. 
 
End of Rolling Thunder Events in DC:  The 2019 Rolling Thunder Washington DC motorcycle ride will be 
the final event for this ninety-chapter national organization. The purpose of this traditional motorcycle event 
that starts from the Pentagon parking lot each year is to demand accounting for all POW/MIA’s. After 31 years, 
Rolling Thunder has become the worlds biggest one-day motorcycle event, with a huge monetary cost that has 
become prohibitive. So, the Rolling Thunder leaders are now encouraging local chapters to run events in their 
areas so as to perpetuate these moving displays of patriotism and respect for all those who defend our nation.  
 
Operation Song:  Operation Song is a non-profit based in Nashville; their motto is, “Bringing Them Home One 
Song at a Time”.  The organization partners professional songwriters with veterans, active military, and their 
families to help them tell their stories through song. Since 2012, they’ve written over 600 songs with veterans of 
WWII to those currently serving. They hold their workshops in Middle Tennessee and they sponsor events and 
group retreats throughout the U.S. Those who serve or have served need no musical background, only the desire 
to tell their story. To learn more about the organization and to hear some songs, visit: www.operationsong.org. 
 
Special Ops Strained: During Army LTG Richard D. Clarke’s recent Senate confirmation hearing to become 
USSOCOM Commander, he emphasized that U.S. Special Operations Command should do only those missions 
that are suited for it. “Those missions that can be adjusted to conventional forces should … go to those 
conventional forces,” he said. “So we have to look at a prioritization of requirements.” This means that some of 
those challenging “Special Operator” type missions will eventually be relegated to military units and personnel 
not previously involved in this unique and daring mode of combat. Thankfully, the DoD has put special 
emphasis on “military lethality” to ensure that everyone on active duty is physically fit and able to deploy.  
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- NEWS FROM THE BLUE FORCE TRACKER - 

ARMY: DARPA and Army recently demonstrated their “supervised-autonomy” piloting concept at Fort Eustis 
by safely flying an S-76B helicopter that’s equipped the new Aircrew Labor In-Cockpit Automation System. 

NAVY: A seven-foot Lone Sailor statue was just unveiled at the Governor’s Complex on Guam. It’s a tribute to 
U.S. Navy sailors that helped 111,000 Vietnamese flee through the island of Guam to a new life of freedom.  
 
MARINES: Senior officials state that it will cost $3.6 billion to repair the damage Hurricane Florence caused to 
Camp Lejeune; besides destroyed buildings and homes, beach assault training areas were largely washed away.   
 

AIR FORCE: The USAF Physiological Episodes Action Team is now partnering with the Civil Air Patrol. The 
CAP will participate by taking sensors and devices up on flying missions to see if they perform as expected.  

2019 Calendar: Membership Events:  January 24, March 28, May 23, July 25, September 26, Christmas TBD 
                           Board Meetings:  February 28, April 25, June 27, August 22, October 24, last meet date TBD  
 

Benevolent Fund: Our designated charities are: MOAA American Patriot Scholarship Program (MOAA-APS), 
Purple Heart Homes (PHH) and Welcome Home Veterans (WHV). Donate by sending your charity-specific 
(any or all three) annotated check to our Treasurer: CDR Dave Olson, 485  26th Ave NE (Unit A), Hickory, NC 
28601.  
 

Treasury: Our chapter has ample operating and reserve funds to cover all expected expenses during 2019.  
 

CHAPTER PRINCIPALS, DIRECTORS AND STAFF 

Chapter President: Colonel (Dr.) Don Gemeinhardt  Director: Vacant! 
1st Vice President: LTC Cliff Davenport   Director: Captain Allen Stewart 
2nd Vice President: LTC James Cole   Director: Vacant!  
Treasurer: Commander Dave Olson   Legislative Liaison: LTC (Dr.) Dana Tucker 
Secretary & Deputy Treasurer: Major Dennis McClish Membership Chair: Vacant! 
Chaplain: Reverend (WO3) Robert Herron   JROTC Coordinator: Lt Col G. Jane Harmon 
Programs Chairman: Vacant!    Personal Affairs & TOPS: Lt Col Ted Hayes 
1st Past President & Director: Colonel Joe Cansler   Newsletter/Website: Colonel John Liburdi 
 

About This MOAA Chapter: The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit veterans 
association dedicated to maintaining a strong national defense and ensuring our nation keeps its commitments to 
currently serving, retired, and former members of the uniformed services, including their families and survivors. 
MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are nonpartisan, without any political party affiliation, bias, or 
designation. Membership is open to those who hold or have ever held a warrant or commission in any 
component of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, U.S. Public Health Service or the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The MOAA Catawba Valley Chapter covers six counties: 
Alexander, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Iredell and Lincoln. Our chapter is active in the community through its 
Benevolent Fund (explained above) and JROTC support. The chapter also engages in ad hoc charitable support 
and activity, with special emphasis on homeless Veterans. A one-page membership application form is posted 
on the “Join Chapter” button on our chapter website homepage; the mailing address for the application is shown 
right on the form itself. Please join our chapter!  
 
 

  
“MOAA Catawba Valley” 

Chapter” 

Your Chapter website: www.moaacvc.org 

MOAA Take Action: http://takeaction.moaa.org 
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This is my reservation for the MOAA CVC’s General Membership meeting/dinner on January 24th, (a Thursday) at Lake 
Hickory Country Club.  Cocktails/social time begins at 6:00 p.m. and dinner will be served there at 6:30 p.m.  Guest Speaker for 
the evening will be announced at a later date.  
 
          Name of attendee(s):      ____________________  &   _______________________  &  _____________________ 

 
 

          Indicate number of entrée selections:  ______  Cordon Bleu    ______    Grilled Salmon    ______ Veggie Plate   

 
Please send this slip and your check ($25.00 per attendee) to arrive no later than Septermber 24th, a Monday, to: 

    
Commander Dave Olson, 485 26th Ave NE, (Unit A), Hickory, NC 28601 

(Note: This new address became effective on January 5th ) 
  
- - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Please remember to pay annual chapter dues of $25.  Treasurer’s address is on the above reservation slip. 

- - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

 

    
 

 
 

 

RESERVATION FOR JANUARY MOAA CVC MEETING/DINNER  

 
From: www.ftc.gov 


