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Lake Avenue Baptist Church, 72 Ambrose Street, Rochester, NY 14608 

www.lakeavebaptist.org; Phone: 585-458-5765 Fax: 585-458-5766 

 

Sunday, May 6, 2018, America for Christ Offering Received: 10:00 am: 

Worship and Communion for all; Sunday School for Children and Youth; 

11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 11:45 am: Adult Education Class, 

Conference Room; 12:30 pm: Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary   

Sunday, May 13, 2018: 10:00 am: Worship for all; Sunday School for 

Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 11:45 am:  Adult 

Education Class, Conference Room; 12:30 pm:  Myanmar Worship, 

Downstairs Sanctuary  

Sunday, May 20, 2018, Pentecost:  10:00 am: Worship for all; Sunday 

School for Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 

11:45 am:  Adult Education Class, Conference Room; 12:30 pm:  Myanmar 

Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary 

Sunday, May 27, 2018:  10:00 am: Worship for all; Sunday School for 

Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 11:45 am:  Adult 

Education Class, Conference Room; 12:30 pm:  Myanmar Worship,  

Downstairs Sanctuary 

Monday, May 28, 2018:  Memorial Day.  Church Office Closed. 

A Creation Care Book Study 

Thomas Aquinas once wrote “Any error 

about creation also leads to an error about 

God.” How we understand creation and 

our relationship with it has an impact on 

how we understand God and how we 

relate to God. This concept and many 

more will be discussed at our Creation 

Care book study which is part of our 

congregation wide Creation Care initiative 

during 2018.  

Join us on Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm 

in the Conference Room (Classroom 1). 

We will be engaging with the book “For the 

Beauty of the Earth: A Christian Vision for 
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Creation Care,” by Steven Bouma-Prediger. This book, written from the evangelical perspective, is one of the leading 

books written about the intersection of God and Creation. It was chosen specifically for its popularity and perspective. 

As a church that prides itself on its progressive theology, it will give us points of agreement and disagreement, 

sometimes strongly. It is in this agreement and disagreement that we will find opportunities to grow, and to further 

enhance our own understanding of ourselves, our world, and our relationship with God. 

Join us! Books are available from Pastor Michael, and if you cannot be at the study each week, that’s ok. We are 

happy to have you whenever you can be with us! 

YOUR PASTOR'S LETTER 

Each church council meeting I have the privilege of doing a short bit of teaching called “Board Development.” It’s an 

opportunity for me to share an idea or a concept that will help our board to grow as individuals and as a team of people 

charged, by your, to help lead our church from month to month. Too often in churches we find people who we want to 

serve in leadership roles and then drop them into those roles and expect them to succeed without necessarily 

providing ongoing support in their positions. Our Moderator, Laura Tubbs, and I thought that providing some continuing 

education might both equip our existing board members with skills and ideas to succeed, but also help new board 

members feel more compelled to take leadership positions knowing that they won’t be left in the abyss without 

important support.  

This past month I introduced a concept called “Asset Based Congregational Development,” ABCD for short. It’s a 

takeoff from the secular concept of “Asset Based Community Development.” The idea is relatively simple, but like so 

many simple ideas, sometimes they’re the most difficult to discover and put into action. ABCD encourages leaders in 

congregations to try to take a step back from the business of leadership and ask “what are the assets of our 

congregation?” It seems simple, but the challenge is that when determining these assets participants cannot use the 

word “but.” 

The word “but” can stand for “behold the underlying truth,” and when we use the word we negate everything we’ve 

said before it. Let me elaborate. Imagine if your beloved were to say to you “that outfit looks wonderful on you but …” 

You can finish the sentence however you’d like. In any case, when we use the word "but" it negates what was said 

before it, and as individuals we often only remember the end of the sentence. Let me give one more congregational 

example to drive this concept home. If we are talking about Lake Avenue Baptist Church and our assets, we often 

speak of our diverse and exceptional music program. That is an asset. However, what kind of impact does this have 

when we say “we have a wonderful music program, but our choir isn’t as large as it was back in the 1940’s when we 

had …” It turns a positive into a negative. ABCD is about seeing our assets not our negatives. 

When I led the board through this process it was exciting to see all of the assets that they identified. From our diversity 

to our location, from our programs to our people, and everything in-between, we filled a white board with lists of our 

assets. We could have kept going, but we did have an agenda that we needed to get to. 

The reason I led the board through this process is that Rochester, and in some cases our churches (LABC included 

at times – be gentle with me!) has a great tendency of looking back at what we once were. Since I’ve moved here 6 

years ago (wow!) I’ve heard “remember what things were like when …” There isn’t a week that goes by where I don’t 

hear someone reflecting on the past. The challenge is that when we do that, we struggle to look around at what is in 

our present, and to look forward at the exciting possibilities that lay before us. 

ABCD challenged the board to look at our assets and what makes LABC unique and exciting. It set the tone for our 

meeting, and helped to craft the lens through which we did our business.  

What do you see as the assets in our church? How are you an asset? How is what you do and what you bring to our 

ministry an asset? I challenge each of you to take a few minutes this week and consider our incredible sets of assets 

that make LABC what it is. Don’t look back, don’t use the word “but,” just look around, and help us to look forward into 

our exciting future. 

Blessings, 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR MODERATOR 

Dear Friends, 

As I write this in late April I am sure that all of us are praying for spring weather to finally arrive!  I am hoping that by 

the time you read this that our prayers will have been answered! 

Recently Pastor Michael led the Church Council through a board development exercise that helped us think through 

the calendar of our duties and activities.  For the Moderator one of the duties that arises in the spring is preparing for 

the June Congregational Meeting.  According to our by-laws this is the meeting where we elect the members of the 

Council.  Usually we form a nominating committee and those people think about who to ask to serve in various roles, 

ask them if they will accept the nomination and we put a group of nominees together to present to you.  I would like 

to try something different this year.  I want to ask all of you to consider the positions that we are looking for candidates 

to fill this year.  I have a list at the bottom of this letter.  If you have questions about what is involved with the various 

positions you can ask me, Pastor Michael, or any of the current Church Council members.  Maybe you have never 

thought of serving on the church council, maybe now is the time to return after a time doing other things, or maybe 

you want to try something you haven’t tried before.  LABC is such a wonderful place because of all of our diversity.  

We need your many voices and perspectives at the table at Church Council meetings.  If you are interested but unsure 

please talk with Pastor Michael or me.  So, please think about it, ask about it, and pray about it.  I am hoping that we 

might not even need a nominating committee this year because some of you will feel called and encouraged to put 

your own names forward to serve in these roles. 

With gratitude for your prayerful consideration, 

Laura Tubbs 

Open Positions: 

Chair of Nurture and Care – 3-year term 

Chair of Mission- 3-year term 

Treasurer – 1-year term 

A NOTE FROM YOUR CHURCH HISTORIAN 

Garth Brokaw 

During the month of May this year LABC will be collecting the annual America for Christ Offering.  This annual offering 

on behalf of the national denomination is taken in American Baptist churches around the country to support missions 

and ministries across the United States and Puerto Rico.   

Lake Ave. Baptist Church is no stranger to Home Missions.  The new history display this month in the cabinet in the 

Narthex focuses on one of the missionaries that LABC commissioned over 100 years ago.  Ruth Makeham was born 

into a LABC family, grew up here and remained a member to the end of her life.  Ruth tells the story that from a very 

early age she wanted to be a foreign missionary.  But Ruth was a very sickly child and would battle health issues all 

of her 88 years.  So the foreign mission field was not an option.  Then in 1922 a call came from Lillie Corwin (another 

LABC commissioned home missionary) for LABC to send her a Guild Girl to assist her as her health was failing.  Dr. 

Beavan, LABC's pastor at the time chose Ruth who accepted and never looked back.  Ruth said that she always knew 

God would open a door in spite of her health issues.   

After Ruth's first year in Stewart, NV at the Carson Indian School working with Native American children and young 

girls, Ms. Corwin died.  Ruth returned home but not for long as she enrolled at the Baptist Missionary Training School 

in Chicago.  Upon graduation in 1926 she was assigned to the Bethel House (think Cameron Community Ministries) 

in Campbell, OH where she worked with poverty stricken immigrant families who had come to the Youngstown area 

to work in the steel mills.  After 20 years of serving as director of Bethel House, Ruth was assigned by the American 

Baptist women's Home Mission Society to the Bethel Baptist House on the north side of Boston, MA.  Ruth's health 

continued to fail forcing her to retire in 1958.   

Now retired, Ruth returned to Rochester and following several surgeries and some long periods of convalescence 

Ruth moved to the Fairport Baptist Home.  Once a missionary always a missionary.  Ruth said that there was much 
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work to be done even within the walls of the home.  She became a spiritual caretaker to both residents and staff.  In 

spite of all her ailments and physical disabilities she never failed to have a smile on her face and encouraging words 

for all that she met.  Ruth died at the home at the age of 88.  Her funeral service was held at LABC with the Rev. 

James Miller and Garth Brokaw officiating.  

   

A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF YOUTH & CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES 

Austin Pettigrew 

Missions is a difficult topic for me. Growing up, I did a lot of mission trips: Haiti, Pittsburgh, Chattanooga, Biloxi, Cairo, 
IL, Delbarton WV, Guatemala and I was part of an evangelical mime team that travelled all over the Midwest and took 
a trip to the west coast and into Vancouver Canada. For all of these trips the goal was to 'save lost souls for Jesus.' I 
can't think of a soul that I saved but what it did do was open me up to different people, cultures and places.  

One of the first things I started thinking about when I obtained the position of Children/Youth Pastor here at LABC 
was how to do missions. We are located in a community with a lot of needs, hurts and struggles. It is one thing to park 
our cars and walk 20 or so steps, enter the building, sing songs and leave. But my question was what if we engaged 
our young people in our community so they can learn, work, play and be in our church building's neighborhood? 

So, I tried to combine a few things into a mission work day for our young people over 
their spring break. We connected with Sara Scott, a friend of mine, who works at the 
City of Rochester Rec office and is the Horticulturalist for the city. We spent the morning 
building raised bed gardens for the church. I wanted the kids to do manual labor as a 
connection to the community and the church. I feel it 
gives a sense of accomplishment when we do a job with 
our hands. We then went to the Edgerton Rec Center and 
played games with the kids from the neighborhood. We 
ended at the church with pizza and games.  

It was a wonderful day and I am so thankful for Kha Tom 
who volunteered with us. I was able to spend some time hearing her story. It is another 
reason I am so thankful to be at LABC. Learning, sharing, growing, and working with 
one another and teaching these values to our children and youth is having a very 
powerful impact on my life. So, thank you all for giving me this opportunity to be a part 
of the life and rhythms of LABC. 
 
 

Keeping Rochester’s Public Schools in our Prayers 

●Last month several members of our Mission Committee 

visited 7 public schools, some located near our church, 

some farther away but with large numbers of enrolled 

children whom we have enjoyed having in our Sunday 

Church School classes. 

For each brief visit, we expressed gratitude for the 

important work carried on by each school’s entire staff.   

Their work is essential for the well-being of our 

community’s children and families.   A bouquet of fresh 

flowers was a visible sign of our appreciation.    

Please remember to pray that administrators, faculty, 

and support staff embody creativity, courage, resilience, 

and a sense of humor as they meet challenges and 

opportunities in their contacts with youth.  And, of 

course, we pray for the safety of all.   

●BPFNA (Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America) 

2018 Summer Conference will take place from July 2 

to 7 at Keuka College, Keuka Park, NY.  The 
conference is entitled "Decentering Power and Privilege, 
Becoming a Peculiar People" The schedule is:   

Monday:   Unity vs. Uniformity 
Tuesday:   No Limits, No Boundaries, No One Left 
  Out. 
Wednesday:  Decolonizing the Americas 
Thursday:   I'm Coming Out 
Friday:   Let's Go Back to the Water 
Saturday:   What You Gonna Do When You Get Out 
  of Jail. 

If you are interested in creating a change, we invite you 
to join us this year at Keuka College as we seek to 
decenter power and privilege to become the peculiar 
people of God.   

The cost of the conference is:  Adults (19 or older), a 
sliding scale - $425.00 or $325.00 or $225.00.  Children 
and Youth (3-18) - $75.00; Children 2 and under - Free.  
If you register for the full week by May 1, 2018 you may 
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deduct $50.00 from your registration costs!  (Important: 

We also have been given a number of tickets for free 

registration for first time attendees.  Please speak to 

Michael if you are interested.)  

Note:  If the lowest level is still a hardship you may email 
BPFNA to explain your situation and the time or energy 
you may have for volunteer activity at the conference.  
We are open to waiving registration fees in exchange for 
volunteer help.  Scholarships are also available to 
registrants in North America.  The Scholarship 
application deadline is May 1, 2018.     

Housing and meal costs are separate and are detailed 
on the registration forms.  Registration forms are 
available from the church office. 

The registration deadline for the conference is June 8, 
2018 with a total payment by June 22, 2018.    
 

In 2017 your LABC Church Council adopted the issue of 

Creation Care as one of our primary congregational foci 

for 2018. Our intent in this initiative is to ask ourselves 

how we understand the call of God to care for created 

order, and to challenge ourselves to see how the ways 

that we care for created order speak about our 

relationship to God and to one another. Further, this 

initiative is meant to ask how this relationship is manifest 

in the ways we as a church and as individuals care for 

our earth. 

We are excited to have pulled together a team of people 

who are going to help to lead this effort though 2018. 

This team will begin meeting shortly, but to start we have 

already begun our weekly book study on the book “For 

the Beauty of the Earth: A Christian Vision for Creation 

Care” by Steven Bouma-Prediger. We are meeting on 

Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the conference room. 

All are welcome! 

Please keep your ears and eyes open for ways in which 

this important ministry engages each of you in the 

congregation as we explore Creation Care at LABC in 

2018 and beyond! 

A Note from Nurture and Care 
Happy Spring everyone!  Our winter is wrapping up and 

soon the warm weather will be here although we are not 

quite there yet.  

Beginning at the end of February and through March we 

had our Wednesday evening Lenten Soup Suppers. I 

would like to say thank you to everyone who was willing 

to cook soup, and donate bread for those evenings. 

LABC’s Traditional Easter Sunday morning multicultural 

worship service is one of my favorite worship services. 

Our wooden cross was decorated with fresh flowers and 

lilies by our congregation.  

Of course, following the worship service we all had an 

Easter breakfast/brunch together. The Social Hall was 

filled with people eating, and laughing. Special thanks to 

individuals and communities who contributed foods and 

helped set up and clean up. May the lord bless you all. 

 

Kha Tom Lamai-Sorrels 

 

Palm Sunday (March 25, 2018) 

On Palm Sunday, the Youth Sunday school participated  

in a re-creation of some of the events that happened 

Maundy Thursday, the last evening of Jesus’ earthly life. 

We were able to experience Jesus’ foot washing of his 

disciples and what it meant. We were able sit down and 

eat the Last Supper as a Seder meal including Jesus’ 

serving of the bread and juice commonly known as the 

first communion. We listened to the Bible verses 

describing the foot washing and meal. Part of the meal 

was social/fellowship time which we observed also. 

Here are some of the foods that we consumed as part of 

our meal & their symbolic meanings in the Jewish Seder: 

Unleavened bread: Symbolizes the haste to leave 

Egypt when Pharaoh’s wrath was coming  

Romaine lettuce: (See Bitter Herbs) to be dipped into 

the horse radish 

Bitter Herbs:  Horse radish; this bitter herb represents 

the harshness of slavery in Egypt 

Roasted chicken: Represents the Passover lamb 

sacrifice 

Hard boiled eggs: Symbolizes the mourning over the 

destruction of the Temple 

Dates and Grapes: Cultural foods of the period 

Olives:   Represents the uprooted olive trees in 

Palestine 

Grape Juice: Used in place of wine 
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Walk of the Cross (Good Friday, March 30, 2018) 

Some members of our church were 

able to participate in the annual 

Walk of the Cross held on Good 

Friday morning (March 30, 2018). 

This walk had “stations” like the 

Stations of the Cross that some 

Christian peoples celebrate. There 

were 7 stations to where we walked 

in the Maplewood neighborhood. 

We started inside Aquinas Institute 

and ended our walk outside 

Aquinas. At each station we heard one of the last 

phrases that Jesus uttered before his crucifixion. Also, at 

each station we learned about a ministry opportunity in 

neighborhood and concluded with a prayer being given. 

The youth present at the walk had the opportunity to 

carry a large wooden cross in between our travel to each 

station to emulate Jesus’ travel to the crucifixion site in 

Jerusalem.  At the conclusion, we heard the names of 

those murdered in Rochester in the previous year. A 

large bell was rung by the youth attending the walk after 

each name was read to remember their lives. 

UPCOMING EVENT: 

City of Rochester “Clean Sweep” on Saturday, May 5th 

which includes free admission and food to a Rochester 

Red Wing baseball game. This year we are encouraging 

adults to join our youth with Clean Sweep.  We plan to 

meet at the church at 7:45 am and will take the van and 

car pool to Frontier stadium for the opening ceremony 

for Clean Sweep.  Everyone attending will receive a free 

tee shirt and breakfast at Frontier Field.  Following the 

opening festivities we will return to the church 

neighborhood to do our cleaning.  Following the clean-

up (around 12 noon or so) those who would like can 

return to Frontier Field and use the free ticket they 

received for the baseball game. We hope you can join 

us on the 5th!  

The Welcoming and Affirming 

Group (LGBTQ individuals 

plus allies and friends) will 

have a Pot-Luck Supper on 

Saturday May 5 at 6:00 p.m. 

at the home of Liz and Trevor 

Ewell 14 Jonathan Drive, 

Rochester, NY  14612. Join 

us for a time of food, 

fellowship and fun. All are welcome. If you have any 

questions please reach out to Pastor Michael. It would 

be very helpful to have an idea of how many people we 

are expecting, and the range of wonderful foods, so 

please send a confirmation email to 

revmichaelford@gmail.com to let us know you're 

planning to come. We look forward to joining together on 

May 5 at 6:00 p.m.    

 

LABC has the joy of having many people in their 20’s 

and 30’s. The challenge is, we don’t know each other. 

We’d like to correct that. If you’re in your 20’s or 30’s and 

are interested in getting together with others in that age 

group for fun, friendship, and learning, we’re starting a 

group to provide just that. We don’t know what it will look 

like exactly, so by getting involved now you’re getting in 

on the ground floor of something that we think could be 

a lot of fun! 

If you’re interested in this new ministry, please get your 

name on the sign-up sheet in the narthex and provide 

your name and email, and we’ll get you on the list and 

keep you in the loop as things develop. 

We’ve already got a group of about 6 people committed 

to being part of this new ministry. Join us! 

Michael and Austin  

mailto:revmichaelford@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwigmrryw8HaAhUtVt8KHedQCl0QjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://www.jointhefamily.net/ministries/&psig=AOvVaw34tWDB4Qo5GCEr5V2fbKQK&ust=1524062080228632
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  

Mulch away on Mulching Day at 

Lake Ave. Baptist Church.  We 

have scheduled an outdoor clean-

up day along with mulching our 

garden beds on Saturday, May 19th 

beginning at 3:00 pm.  Once 

completed, those who participated 

will be treated to a pizza dinner in the social hall.  If you will 

be attending, please plan to dress appropriately.  Gloves, rakes 

and wheelbarrows will be provided.   

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!   
Over the coming months, as people prepare to take 

some time away for vacations and other commitments, 

we are looking to fill the role of Usher's and Welcome 

Center Hosts. These important roles serve as the 

primary means of welcoming people to LABC on Sunday 

mornings, and are very significant in our invitation and 

welcome ministry. If you could help out one or two 

Sunday's over the next few months, please let Chuck 

Theis or Pastor Michael know, and we'll draw up a 

schedule to make sure all Sunday's are covered. Thank 

you for being part of this ministry of welcome! 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

●A Celebration of the Life of Vern Thayer.  Vern 

Thayer's family and friends meant a lot to him!   Because 

you were a part of what made Vern's life so wonderful, 

we would be delighted if you could join us on Saturday, 

May 12, 2018 from 12:00 to 2:00 pm at the Wadhams 

Lodge in Powder Mills Park.  Food and beverages will be 

provided.  Please bring stories and memories to share!  

RSVP: cwelch2@rochester.rr.com. 

●A memorial service for long time member Margaret 

"Lodi" Frank will be held on Saturday, May 19 at Lake 
Avenue Baptist Church at 11:00 am.  
 

●In Memoriam:  Long time LABC member Tina Stiefel 
passed away on Wednesday evening, April 25 at Wesley 
Gardens.  A memorial service has not been planned at 
this time.  A date and time for the memorial service will 
be shared in an upcoming bulletin or newsletter.   
 

LOCAL EVENTS OF INTEREST 

●RochesterWorks! Career Fair, Thursday, May 3rd, 9 

am at Temple B'rith Kodesh, 2131 Elmwood Ave.  

There will be approximately 40 employers from greater 

Rochester present.  This job fair is for anyone 18 years 

old and over.  

●Pre-school sign-up with ABC (Action for a Better 

Community) Head Start.  If you have a child under 5 

years old come to Mary's Place on Tuesday, May 8 from 

1 to 4 pm to sign-up for this pre-school program.  You 

can complete an intake interview by calling 585-325-

5116 ext. 3300.  This highly rated pre-school program is 

free.  

●Kite Flight Returns to Ontario Beach Park on 

Sunday, May 6 from 11 am to 3 pm.  This is a favorite 

rite of spring and a celebration of the art of kite flying.  

Expert and amateur kite flyers from throughout the area 

will converge for this colorful and festive event. 

Professional kite flyers will demonstrate their expertise 

and unique and colorful creations.  City recreation staff 

will be on hand to provide free kite-building workshops 

for youth ages 12 and under.  Public kite flying will be 

held from noon to 3 pm with jugglers, acrobats and other 

performers entertaining from 1 to 3 pm.  The event is free 

and is sponsored by the Ontario Beach Park Program 

Committee with support from the City of Rochester, 

Monroe County and the Charlotte Community 

Association.      

●Market in the Park:  May 26 from 8:00 am to 2:00 

pm, located on the grounds of warner castle at the 

corner of Mt. Hope and Reservoir Ave.  Vendors on 

site will offer perennials, annuals, succulents, herbs, 

vegetables, shrubs, trees and garden art.  Master 

gardeners will be on site with their "Ask a Master 

Gardener" booth to answer questions.  Come early for 

the best selection.  This event is presented by Master 

Gardeners of Cornell Cooperative Extension Monroe 

County.    

●The University of Rochester River Campus 

Libraries and Out Alliance present Rochester, NY  

Voices of LGBT History on Wednesday, May 2 from 

5:30 pm to 8:00 pm at the Out Alliance, 100 College 

Ave. Rochester, 14607.  The program will include 

presentations by the University of Rochester graduate 

students who worked on processing the "Shoulders to 

Stand On" archive, a live demonstration of the digital 

archive and its online access enhanced through 

transcripts and close captioning. There will also be a 

discussion on how libraries and community 

organizations can partner to archive, preserve and make 

accessible our shared cultural heritage.      

●Cameron Ministries One Miler Walk/Run This fund-

raiser for Cameron will take place on May 19, 2018 at 

9:15 am at Meridian Centre Park, 2025 Meridian Centre 

Blvd.  The cost for individual registration is $30.00.  If you 

would like to register please do so by going to 

http://conta.cc/2qo97RF.   
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●You are cordially invited to join the Lyell 230 Group, 

a group of residents and organizations who have 

come together to help make long-term 

improvements in the Lyell Ave. area by stemming 

drug and prostitution activity.  Join us for a 

Community Forum on Friday, June 1, 2018 beginning at 

8:30 am at Lake Avenue Baptist Church.  The agenda:  

8;30 am: Registration; 9:00 am: Welcome and overview 

10:00 am Breakout sessions, panel presentations, 

brainstorming, law enforcement approaches, public 

health approaches, neighborhood empowerment 

approaches; 11:45 am: Report out; 12:15 am Adjourn.  

At 12:30 pm there will be a special Opioid Overdose 

Training by Trillium Health.  If you plan to attend this 

forum please RSVP by Wednesday, May 23rd to 

whatsgoingonlyell@gmail.com or contact City Council 

member Molly Clifford at 428-5982.  Make sure to let 

them know if you will be staying for the 1 hour Opioid 

Overdose Training.        

Saturday, April 21 gave us our first true hint of spring, so much so that we feared the attendance would be low for 

Entertainment for a Good Cause, a concert that served as a fundraiser to defray expenses for Billy Simba, Ruben 

Likoke, and Gay Doh Htoo to attend the Worship and Music Conference in Montreat, North Carolina June 23-30. 

John Ganze, emcee, introduced the twelve persons and groups who performed.  Participants included "Mark" Khual 

Mung, Gay Doh Htoo, The Gospel Spirits Choir directed by Izzie Davies, our Choral Scholars Kat Gorlova and Julia 

Fedor, Lee Foster and Ken Setera, Ken Setera and John Ganze, Steve Bancroft, and the Chancel Choir in varying 

configurations.   

John held a contest regarding Biblical puns and, in the style of old, “a good time was had by all.”  Rheanolte and Annie 

Marie LeBarbour, Khatom Sorrels, Hkadin Lee, Soe Win, the family of Gay Doh Htoo and others served up a tasty 

reception following the concert. 

The best news of all is that the fundraiser netted $2500 plus with more contributions pledged.  Thank you to all who 

participated, to those who so generously contributed, and for you attendance and support for three fine young men 

from LABC. 
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