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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

YOUR PASTOR'S ARTICLE

10:00 am: Worship for All, Sunday
School for Children and Youth
(Communion first Sunday of every month)
11:15 am: Fellowship
11:45 am: Adult Education
12:30 pm: Myamar Worship Service

FEBRUARY WORSHIP
AT A GLANCE
Sunday, February 3, 2019:
10:00 am: Worship and Communion for
all; Children & Youth Sunday School
Classes
11:15 am: Fellowship
11:45 am: Adult Education
12:30 pm: Myanmar Worship Service

For the first time in 17 years of full-time
pastoral ministry, I was involved in having to
cancel church. And I learned that even
something that is seemingly as simple as
cancelling church can’t be easy at LABC.
With a recently impending snow storm, the staff were faced with
asking ourselves a question: “will we be having church?” Normally
the question would be a quick “yes,” if it was even asked. However,
all forecasts were predicting up to 18” of snow with the bulk of it
coming on a recent Saturday night through to Sunday morning.
Adding to the snow totals, there was a winter weather warning from
noon Saturday to noon Sunday. In other words, all signs predicted
that we were facing some significant snow fall and some generally
ugly weather … right when we hold church. Something needed to
be done.

Sunday, February 10, 2019:
10:00 am: Worship for all; Children &
Youth Sunday School Classes
11:15 am: Fellowship and All Church
Birthday Party
11:45 am: Adult Education
12:30 pm: Myanmar Worship Service

We quickly determined that we couldn’t do anything about the
weather. As my grandfather (a pastor) used to say to congregants
who jokingly asked if he could chat with God and get the weather
forecast changed, “I’m in sales not management.” And so we got to
work as a staff and board chair approving a process that we thought
would let the vast majority of people know how we could cancel
church, and when we would make that decision.

Sunday, February 17, 2019:
10:00 am: Worship for all; Children &
Youth Sunday School Classes
11:15 am: Fellowship
11:45 am: Adult Education
12:30 pm: Myanmar Worship Service

We determined the following steps: Ken would send out an email at
the end of the week when the storm was expected letting people
know when the decision would be made by. We decided to call a
church cancellation by 7am the morning of the cancellation. That
would allow us to determine if the snow that was expected was
actually coming. Too many times as Rochesterians we’ve seen
forecasts for the worst that ended up with nary a snow flake. We
settled on a 7am decision time because it would help us make a fair
decision.

Sunday, February 24, 2019:
10:00 am: Worship for all; Children &
Youth Sunday School Classes
11:15 am: Fellowship
11:45 am: Adult Education
12:30 pm: Myanmar Worship Service

Next, we would commit to sending out a mass email to our email
distribution list. This would get many people informed about the
decision. That said, if you aren’t on our email distribution list (which
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is also used for things like annual reports etc. then this might be a good incentive for you to get on the list!).
Next, we would inform Pastor Simon who would send out a notification to the 12:30 community in the Burmese
language using a text program that they use for communication purposes.
Then, we would update the church website on the main page that would provide the information.
Simultaneously, we would post a notice on the Facebook page that many of you are part of (who are obviously
on Facebook … if you’re not on Facebook you wouldn’t see that page).
Next, we would start to notify television stations and radio stations. I learned something very important in this
process. I spent well over an hour trying to figure out how to post such information on those mediums. It’s not
as easy as I would have thought. Some stations require you to set up an account you can use to make
notifications. Others ... well I still have no idea how to do it. Needless to say we’ll spend some time trying to
figure out how to make those postings before the next massive snow storm. It will be good to know in the future
so that process is a little more smooth.
Lastly, we intended to make a change on the phone system that allows us to post a notification so if people call
into the church they will be informed of the cancellation. Long story short, we learned that our system cannot
do that without making longer term changes to our system. We’re looking into fixing that or adjusting our
system to allow us to make such changes.
And above all else, we asked people to contact anyone who they know wouldn’t see notification in any of the
above ways. In other words, you may know of someone who doesn’t use the internet, doesn’t watch tv, doesn’t
listen to the radio, and doesn’t use texting. If you knew of those people, we asked you to reach out to them to
let them know. I think in those instances the options were a phone call or … well … I’m not sure how but we
invited you to make those contacts.
The long and the short of it is this: we
don’t cancel church very often. We try
very hard not to, but if we have to,
because of either incredible snow or very
unsafe driving conditions, we needed to
come up with a system to do it. In many
churches, they put something on a
website and call it a day. At LABC, we
can’t just do that. While you may have
seen the cancellation notice in one way,
please know that like anything at your
church it really isn’t that simple. However,
it’s worth it, because your safety is
paramount and notifying you of anything
significant is the most important thing we
can do in such situations.
People asked me what I did during the
snowstorm. I did two things. First … I
helped along with the rest of your staff and
some volunteers to make sure all of the
stuff I’ve outlined above happened. And I
sure hope it worked! And then … with joy
and peace … I did this:
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR
MODERATOR
Dear Friends,
As I write this, Steve and I are celebrating our wedding
anniversary. Our anniversary is a time to look fondly
back on our life together but more importantly to talk
about our future together. Our “What’s Next?” task
force has concluded its work to help us as a church
family talk about what our future together might look
like. The report from the task force will be shared with
the Church Council at our February meeting.
Having had the privilege of being part of this task force
I have had a chance to see your thoughts and ideas.
I am very excited that the committee will be sharing
their final report first with the council and later with the
congregation as a whole. The council is planning a
retreat with the elected leaders of the Myanmar
Worship Community. We will spend time together
considering the content of the report and what our
response should be. We will be asking how we as a
church can live out the hopes and dreams expressed
in your responses. I am sure that with prayer and the
leading of God we will be able to faithfully live out
God’s love in new and exciting ways while maintaining
those aspects of our life together that make it so
meaningful right now. I hope you will keep our efforts
in your prayers!
In Christ’s Love,
Laura Tubbs

A NEW EMAIL ADDRESS
In order to simplify contacting our church accountant,
Bonaventure Moulogho, regarding financial questions
or concerns, we have set us a financial email address
for you to use. Please record it for your use in the
future. That address is Lakeavefinancial@gmail.com.
The first letter is a capital "L". All the rest are lower
case letters.

UPDATE FROM THE
"WHAT'S NEXT?"
COMMITTEE
Once again the What’s Next?
Committee wants you to know
where
we
are
in
our

process. This time we want to let you know that we
have completed our work, and have prepared our
report for the Church Council.
Before we talk more about the report, we want to say
“Thank You, Congregation!” You have all been
supportive and ready to speak with us in multiple
settings. We have been inspired by your energy and
your comments, and we are excited to get your
positive and insightful comments to the Church
Council.
The Church Council will receive our report soon, and
the work of sorting, thinking, and planning for the
continuing work of LABC will be in their hands. Our
committee is confident that the Council will be as
inspired by your love of the church and your thoughts
about our future as we have been. Along with you, we
will wait with anticipation for the responses of the
Church Council.

FROM OUR WORSHIP AND
MUSIC COMMITTEE
Susan Maybeck, Chair
Well, because of the storm, we had no worship on
Sunday, January 20th. Probably the first time for
many of us. But as Michael says, it’s most important
to be safe. Be assured that we will have worship this
Sunday.
February is designated as Black History Month. This
is an important initiative in our nation. Many of us
didn’t learn anything about Black History when we
were in school. Obviously there will be many
opportunities for adults and children to learn more
about Black History through the media, school, and
public activities. At LABC we will be incorporating
aspects of Black History in worship throughout the
month of February.
As you filled out your pledge card this year, you were
offered an opportunity to think how you might want to
serve at LABC. If you are interested in participating in
worship please let me know. You can be a member
of the choir, an usher or greeter, offering a prayer or a
testimony, a reader or musician. The ways to
celebrate God are many. What would you like to do?

AN INTRODUCTION FROM OUR
NURTURE & CARE COMMITTEE
Dear LABC Congregation,
My name is Soe Win and I think some of you may
already know me. I am the new Nurture and Care
chairperson/team leader that took over Khatom
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Sorrels position from last year. I am very sorry for my
late introduction.
This past summer, our main event was the summer
picnic in August. The picnic went very well. I would like
to extend my appreciation to Khatom for training me
and helping me with this project.. I also would like to
thank everyone who participated in the picnic.
During the fall season we did not do anything much
but we managed to clean and organize the kitchen in
September. Eh Paw and her two daughters (Karen)
and Khatom and Mai Lin (from the Myanmar
Fellowship) came to help me with the cleaning. Once
again, I would like to show my appreciation for all their
hard work.
This month (January 2019), we had Baby Blessing
Sunday on 1/13/19. At least 4-6 babies and their
parents showed up for the blessing. I would like to
thank Pastor Michael for praying and blessing the
babies. I also would like to thank everyone who came
that day. We had cake after the service, and everyone
seemed to enjoy the cake so we will do more like this
in the future.
I also have a good news to share. We have
volunteers that are willing to do coffee during
social hour. In the past, I had sign-up sheet but no
one seemed to sign up to do coffee. However,
volunteers were kind enough to come to me
personally and sign up to do coffee every week unless
they are unavailable for some personal reason
(vacation, travel, sickness, etc.). Please look at the
coffee schedule below:








First Week of each month: Youth from
Myanmar Fellowship (mainly Soe Win &
Mark)
Second Week of each month: : Men and
Women group from Myanmar Fellowship
Third Week of each month:: African
community (Carole and her team)
Fourth Week of each month: : Zing & So Min
(They are very generous and have been
doing coffee every month. I would like to
show my great appreciation to them. Many
thanks Zing & So Min.)
Fifth Week (if any) of each month: LABC Staff
(Pastor Michael and his team).

Thanks to everyone for your participation, and special
thanks to all LABC members! I also want to thank and
extend my appreciation to my Nurture and Care team

members (I will show their names during the yearly
report, but if you need to know who is on the team
now, please contact me). They are all hard workers
and I dearly enjoy working with them. They are my
inspiration and they are the reason I enjoy leading
Nurture and Care. I hope you all have a great year. I
look forward to working with you all during the
upcoming months.
Sincerely,
Soe Win, Nurture and Care Chairperson and Team
leader

ADULT EDUCATION
●Our Thursday afternoon book study is continuing. If
you were unable to attend the first few, fear not. You
can always drop in on the following classes. The book
being reviewed is Simply Jesus. This book is
available at Barnes and Noble, the library, and at
Amazon
at
the
following
website:
https:/www.abebooks.com. You can also ask Michael
if he could order you one if you are interested. This
course takes place on Thursday afternoon from 1:00
pm to 2:00 pm in the conference room.
●Please join us for our February second hour
(11:45-12:30) adult education offerings. We are
excited to share with you a variety of interesting topics
and two engaging speakers. On February 3, 2019, a
member of our congregation and current PhD student,
Soe Win, will share part of her research on
Transgender Issues. She will return on February 24,
2019 to share her research on Trauma Informed Care.
Both topics are very important and we invite you to
come and hear what she has to say.
On February 17, 2019, as part of our Black History
Month program, Susan Maybeck will share a Bible
Study associated with the work of Martin Luther King
Jr. Please join us for this timely topic. (Please note
that there is no adult education on February 10 due to
the Birthday Bash.)
Second Hour Adult Education is an opportunity to
learn, share, and grow together. Please plan to join us
for any or all of these class offerings.

Chili for a Cold
Winter's Night!
Mark Your Calendars!
Thursday, February 21, will
be our next opportunity to
offer a free dinner and
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fellowship to our neighbors and members. We will
feature chili, and we hope to have several different
types--vegetarian chili, white chili, and the good 'ole
regular variety. Please contact Jane Grant if you can
help. We'll need chili cooks, servers, dish washers,
etc.
Since February is a month for birthdays--Frederick
Douglass, Susan B. Anthony, Abe Lincoln, and
George Washington-- we will have birthday cake for
dessert.
Feel free to bring an after-dinner game or activity to
brighten up the winter night!
All are invited to celebrate
their birthdays at our
Annual Birthday Bash
during Fellowship Time
on Sunday, February
10. We will have 12
cakes for each of the 12
months of the year and
you will be asked to sit at
the table representing
your month. Currently we
have 6 cakes confirmed for this celebration but we
need 6 more. If you could make a cake for this event,
please contact Soe Win and let her know. Her email
is soewin97@yahoo.com. Hope to see you at this
festive occasion.

Lara’s Library Linkups
researched and written by Lara Ford
Local libraries provide a lot of free fun and educational
opportunities that are available for any of us to take
advantage of. In this section, I am going to start telling
you about monthly events happening at Brighton
Memorial Library (where I work at in the Discovery
Room, an incredible section specifically for children)
and at Maplewood Community Library (which many in
our congregation live near). This month I wanted to
focus on February Break-Week Events to help you
plan for the week where kids have no school.

Happening at Brighton Memorial
Library during February Break:
Maker Week: February 18-22 at 10:30 am; great
programs all week long
Music Makers Wonderland with Topher Holt
Monday, February 18 at 10:30 am

Go on a musical journey and help create
soundscapes, lyrics, and an original story to make a
one-of-a-kind sing along hit! Ages 3 and up.
Watercolor and Collage with Small Fry Art Studio
Tuesday, February 19 at 10:30 am
Learn some art basics as you make a unique
creation blending watercolor and collage.
Grades K-5. Register.
Kids Crochet with Miss Sue
Wednesday, February 20 at 10:30 am
Get a beginner’s lesson in crochet with this
introductory session. Ages 8 and up.
Registration is required.
Art-Making Vibrobots
Thursday, February 21 at 10:30 am
Create, customize, and test-run your own batterypowered mini-artist bot. Ages 8-12. Please register.
Chocolate Covered Everything with Miss Jen
Friday, February 22 at 10:30 am
Okay, maybe not EVERYthing, but you will cover lots
of edible goodies in chocolate to take home! Ages 611. Stop in, or call 784-5300 (option 1), to register.

Happening at Maplewood Library
during February Break:
President Scavenger Hunt
Monday, February 18 – All Day
Join us in the Youth Wing for a hunt of Presidents of
the United States. All Ages Welcome.
Open Crafting
Tuesday, February 19 – 12:00pm-5:00pm
A selection of craft supplies will be provided in the
Yellow Room for imaginative crafting. All Ages
Welcome
Movie – A Wrinkle in Time
Wednesday, February 20 – 3:00pm
After the disappearance of her scientist father, three
peculiar beings send Meg, her brother, and her
friend to space in order to find him. Approx. 115
minutes – Rated PG
Dominoes
Thursday, February 21 – 12:00pm-5:00pm
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Dominoes will be the name of the game in the Yellow
Room. All Ages Welcome.
Nintendo Switch
Friday, February 22 – 1:00pm – 2:30pm
Augmented Reality Games played using Nintendo
Switch. All Ages Welcome.

A MESSAGE FROM LEE FOSTER,
OUR MUSIC EDUCATOR, ORGANIST
AND CHANCEL CHOIR DIRECTOR
In a departure from musical matters, I celebrate the
diversity that is LABC. On Wednesday this week, I
listened to Evan Dawson’s show Connections on
WXXI radio. His guests included Mary Scipioni,
landscape architect, writer and critic, and owner of
Pebble-stream, Tanya Bakhmetyeva, associate
professor of gender, sexuality, and women's studies
at the University of Rochester; and associate
academic director for the Susan B. Anthony Institute
for Gender, Sexuality, and Women's Studies, and
Mara Ahmed, activist, author, and filmmaker.
Ms. Ahmed had heard a broadcast earlier between
Evan Dawson and Mary Scipioni who described the
need for diversity in the landscape so that the
landscape environment can adjust to change without
dying or being damaged beyond repair. Ms. Ahmed
called Ms. Scipioni and had lunch and brought in Dr.
Bahkmetyeva to describe how organizations that are
more diverse adjust more easily to change – and
change is a constant element.
Monocultures in landscapes filled with one type of
plant cannot survive when attacked by climate
changes, disasters, and unexpected insects. In
societal organizations, including many faith
organizations, the congregation is made up of mostly
similar people and groups. When adversity and
change hit, the result is often disastrous. When
diversity exists, discussion of those things that all
have in common are discussed along with the
differences. The result is usually a problem-solving
model that is more open to change.
Listening to the program, I found myself feeling very
good about the diversity of LABC – rich/poor,
young/older, a broad diversity of languages/
heritages/experiences, and so much more – but there
is respect for our common interests as well as our
unique differences, a willingness to work to help
individuals and families and groups, an openness to
change. My older son went to a college in the South,

Davidson College, where he received a fine
education. The mantra of the school, in practice in
and out of class and after graduation is,”You have
been given much; you have much to give.”

Plastic: Is It
Necessary? A
Thought From
the Creation
Care Team
When we reach for a plastic bag or eat with a plastic
fork, maybe we should ask, is it necessary? This
thought came to mind recently when the a box of
promotional materials pertaining to the America For
Christ offering was opened to reveal a 30 inch long
strip of plastic packaging pillows. The offering
envelopes and other papers are certainly not fragile,
so the plastic was totally unnecessary. LABC is one
of 5,000 American Baptist Churches, each
presumably receiving the same box. That’s over 2
miles of double-thickness plastic film!
So we at the church are asking, is it necessary? Can
we practice that question in our homes? We may
congratulate ourselves on recycling plastic bags at the
grocery store and other plastics in our recycle bins,
but we also know that there are huge containers of our
plastic sitting at the port of Los Angeles waiting for a
market that wants to recycle them. And despite our
best efforts to reuse and recycle, there is still that huge
garbage patch in the Pacific ocean. Maybe we need
to emphasize the first word of that threesome
popularized some years ago, REDUCE, reuse,
recycle.
Watch this newsletter for more from your Creation
Care team. Next up: what common substance lurks
in your tap water, bottled water, expensive sea salt,
Arctic ice and more?
Check out next month’s newsletter for the answer.

LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWS
OF INTEREST
●There will be an Interfaith Prayer Service for
Peace held at the Interfaith Chapel on River Road
at the University of Rochester on Friday, February
1 at 11:00 am. All are welcome! Since parking is
limited it is suggested that those who want to attend
please carpool.
●The GRCC-Faith in Action Network is sponsoring
a Community Memorial Service for Our Neighbors
Who Have Died Over the Past Year Without Family
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or Resources. This will take place on Sunday,
February 10 at 2:00 pm at Peace of Christ at St.
Ambrose Church, 25 Empire Boulevard,
Rochester, NY 14609. There will be music, readings,
reflections. The ritual will include the Rochester Bell
from the Bells of Remembrance Project. All are
welcome. For more information call 254-2570.

Something to think about as we celebrate
Black History Month this February

●PASTA (Parenting a Second Time Around)
because kids don't come with directions. Would you
like to add more tools to your caregiver tool box to help
you develop a patient optimistic approach to
parenting. Join us, Catholic Family Center's KIN
social workers and other caregivers for the PASTA
group. The KIN program provides you with award
winning tools and curriculum on becoming a Parent a
Second Time Around. This is an 8 week course and
group members will be given the opportunity to
discuss various subjects regarding the children in their
care. The curriculum will help you gain knowledge
and skills about changing your role and
responsibilities as a caregiver. Each week, we will be
covering a different topic about parenting techniques
such as child development, discipline, advocacy,
social media, and teen challenges. This program will
take place every Wednesday beginning February 27,
2019 at 11am - 1 pm. It will take place at 55 Troup
Street, Rochester, NY 14608. Lunch is provided and
parking is free. Please contact either Allyson or Laura
at Catholic Family Center with any questions. Allyson:
546-7220 x4903, or Laura at 546-7220 x4826.
●Social Justice Interfaith Bible Study will present
#Me Too: Treatment of Women with guest speaker
Rev. Dr. Denise Yarbrough, Director of Religious and
Spiritual Life at the U of R and Associate Professor of
the Department of Religion and Classics. This will
take place on Wednesday February 6, from 12-1 pm
at the Louis Wolk JCC of Greater Rochester, 1200
Edgewood Ave. This is free and open to the public.
●Help Another, Become a Mentor! presented by
Pathstone. Pathstone has a long history of helping
individuals fulfill their potential; your life experience
could be an asset to our community! You will receive
training on how to be an effective mentor; support
participants in 1-on-1 and group settings; help the
organization keep participants motivated while
pursuing their personal and career goals. The
volunteer commitment is up to 5 hours a month for 9
months. For more information contact our Mentor
Coordinator for Reentry Services, Joshua Murphy at:
(585) 802-3025 or email jmurphy@pathstone.org.

On Sunday February 10 we will be receiving the
Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering. You
will be receiving or may have already received in the
mail a letter about this offering containing an
envelope. This offering is rooted in thankfulness and
honors the individual acts of support and faith that
recipients have shown to their congregations and
communities. We hope you will join us in honoring
God's committed servants!
Please prayerfully
consider what you may be able to give and place your
offering in the envelope you received. The RMMO
Offering will be received at church on Sunday,
February 10th. If you wish you can also drop off or
mail your envelope to Lake Avenue Baptist Church,
72 Ambrose Street, Rochester, NY 14608. Thank
you for your generosity.
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