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Join us at Lake Avenue Baptist Church as we celebrate 
the Season of Advent and the coming of Christ.  During 
this Season of Anticipation, we invite you to some special 
events that will be happening here:  

The Rochester Chin Christian Church invites you to their Sweet December 

celebration on Saturday, December 6 beginning at 2:00 pm.  Sweet December is 

celebrated by the Burmese, Chin and Karen Christians and is usually celebrated 

on the first of December beginning at midnight.  It is the day that marks our 

turning our attention to Jesus Christ in preparation for the celebration of his 

birth.  It is a time to reflect and give ourselves completely to the Lord.  There 

will be a worship service, music and of course, plenty of food to eat.  We hope 

  you can make it.
 

Christians, like others before them, have sung songs to, and about, God since the 

earliest days of Christianity.  Indeed, Jesus and the disciples sang a hymn at the end of 
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the Last Supper.  David is said to have written many psalms, also known as canticles, which are still spoken and/or sung 

in churches and temples across the world. 

While the focus of hymns has evolved from praise and thanksgiving to God (Psalms) to paraphrases of scripture, and to 

personal expressions of faith intended for private worship, hymns remain a bulwark of our experience of God, 

individually and in corporate worship. 

On December 14, during worship, we will explore the waiting and expectation of Messiah through an Advent Festival of 

Hymns – Out of Darkness – Light.  We will celebrate advent through hymns and hymn tunes of various authors and 

composers.  The Chancel Choir will also sing an extended work of the early 21
st
 century, Luminous Night of the Soul, by 

Norwegian composer Ola Gjeilo.   

As we expect light in our lives we await the renewal/remembrance of that light in the Advent season. 

It is the same God that said, "Let there be light shining out of darkness," who has shone in our minds to radiate the light 

of the knowledge of God's glory, the glory on the face of Christ.  2 Corinthinians 4:6 

What Is Advent?                               

For many Christians unfamiliar with the liturgical year, there may be some confusion 

surrounding the meaning of the Advent season. Some people may know that the Advent 

season focuses on expectation and think that it serves as an anticipation of Christ’s birth 

in the season leading up to Christmas. This is part of the story, but there’s more to 

Advent. 

The History of Advent                                  

The word “Advent” is derived from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming,” which 

is a translation of the Greek word parousia. Scholars believe that during the 4
th
 and 5

th
 

centuries in Spain and Gaul, Advent was a season of preparation for the baptism of new 

Christians at the January feast of Epiphany, the celebration of God’s incarnation represented by the visit of the Magi to the 

baby Jesus (Matthew 2:1), his baptism in the Jordan River by John the Baptist (John 1:29), and his first miracle at Cana 

(John 2:1). During this season of preparation, Christians would spend 40 days in penance, prayer, and fasting to prepare 

for this celebration; originally, there was little connection between Advent and Christmas. 

By the 6
th
 century, however, Roman Christians had tied Advent to the coming of Christ. But the “coming” they had in 

mind was not Christ’s first coming in the manger in Bethlehem, but his second coming in the clouds as the judge of the 

world. It was not until the Middle Ages that the Advent season was explicitly linked to Christ’s first coming at Christmas. 

Advent Today                                    

Today, the Advent season lasts for four Sundays leading up to Christmas. At that time, the new Christian year begins with 

the twelve-day celebration of Christmastide, which lasts from Christmas Eve until Epiphany on January 6. (Advent begins 

on the Sunday that falls between November 27th and December 3rd each year.)  

Advent symbolizes the present situation of the church in these “last days” (Acts 2:17, Hebrews 1:2), as God’s people wait 

for the return of Christ in glory to consummate his eternal kingdom. The church is in a similar situation to Israel at the end 

of the Old Testament: in exile, waiting and hoping in prayerful expectation for the coming of the Messiah. Israel looked 

back to God’s past gracious actions on their behalf in leading them out of Egypt in the Exodus, and on this basis they 

called for God once again to act for them. In the same way, the church, during Advent, looks back upon Christ’s coming 

in celebration while at the same time looking forward in eager anticipation to the coming of Christ’s kingdom when he 

returns for his people. In this light, the Advent hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” perfectly represents the church’s cry 

during the Advent season: 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appears.  

Rejoice! Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

While Israel would have sung the song in expectation of Christ’s first coming, the church now sings the song in 

commemoration of that first coming and in expectation of the second coming in the future. 

http://www.christianity.com/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=esv&q=mt+2:1
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=esv&q=joh+1:29
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=esv&q=joh+2:1
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=esv&q=ac+2:17
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=esv&q=heb+1:2
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First Sunday of Advent,  November 30, 2014: 10:00 am  

 Isaiah 64:1-9  

 Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

 Mark 13:24-37 
 

Second Sunday of Advent,  December 7, 2014, 10:00 am   
 Isaiah 40:1-11 

 Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13  

 2 Peter 3:8-15a  

 Mark 1:1-8 

 

Third Sunday of Advent,  December 14, 2014, 10:00 am  Advent Hymn Festival  
 Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

 Psalm 126 

 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  

 John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Fourth Sunday of Advent,  December 21, 2014, 10:00 am  Baptism Sunday  

 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

 Luke 1:47-55 

 Romans 16:25-27 

 Luke 1:26-38 

Wednesday December 24, 2014 – 7:00 p.m.  
 Isaiah 9:2-7 

 Psalm 96 

 Titus 2:11-14 

 Luke 2:1-20 

 

First Sunday of Christmas:  December 28, 2014, 10:00 am 

Isaiah 61:1-10-62:2, Psalm 148, Galatians 4:4-7, Luke 2:22-40 

Second Sunday of Christmas,  January 4, 2015  10:00 am:  Communion, Baby Dedications 

& Blessing 
 

A NOTE FROM PASTOR MICHAEL 

Every Sunday that I have the privilege to worship at Lake Avenue Baptist Church I leave feeling encouraged, 

because I see people living in their diversity, loving God and loving one another together, in community. This past 

week I have experienced two things that I want to share about that left me feeling encouraged about the future of the 

broader Rochester community. 
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After this past Easter I had the opportunity to travel with a group organized by Urban Presbyterians Together to 

Raleigh, North Carolina. My ongoing joke is that it’s actually a requirement for any group travelling to the South to 

bring at least one Baptist with them   The purpose of our trip was to speak with those who were on the leading 

edge of educational reform in Wake County, which many years ago shifted from a multi-district to a county wide 

school district system. In the years since they have become well known as one of the best counties in the nation in 

terms of educational experiences and outcomes. Over three days we met with almost 100 individuals to learn about 

what they did, and did not do, to see the success they have had. We wanted to learn from their best practices with the 

hope of implementing something successful here in Rochester (currently one of the lowest performing school 

districts in the nation). 

 

Our group, now called Great Schools for All, held an event a week ago that brought five of the speakers from 

Raleigh to Rochester to meet with 150 leaders in the Rochester community (business, educational, academic, faith 

based, and community services). It was an exciting day of ideas and energy. The basic take-away that I got from the 

day was that there is growing discontent with the performance of our city school district, and there is a sense that we 

need to work together to bring about change that will be effective and long-lasting. It was the first of what will be 

many gatherings that will bring people together to exchange ideas and explore potential avenues of reform for our 

community. The hope, we pray, is that together as a community we will be able to create learning opportunities for 

all students that will mean great schools are available to all. I left that gathering encouraged and excited to be part of 

the conversation, and part of the change! 

 

This past Saturday our Cultural Reconciliation committee held the first annual (we hope!) celebration of cultures. 

Over 150 people representing a whole range of Rochester’s diverse cultures gathered at LABC to share in peace 

making activities, music and dance, and food! A special thanks goes to Hkadin Lee for her efforts in coordinating 

many of the dance groups as well as the food for the day. She is a blessing to LABC and the community. I left the 

event encouraged by the fact that so many people came together to share their cultures, and to get to know one 

another. It was wonderful. But what excited me even more was that LABC was once again able to be right in the 

middle of important peace-making initiatives and the pursuit of justice for all people. I am so pleased to be able to 

coordinate these kinds of activities and know that they fit so wonderfully with the mission and vision of the 

community that calls LABC home.  I am optimistic that as we work to bring about cultural understanding we will 

see changes in how we live together in the broader Rochester community. 

 

LABC has a bright future thanks to the people who call it home. Rochester has a bright future thanks to the people 

who call it home. It is not and will not be the Rochester of the past. But it will build on a remarkable history to create 

something new and exciting that we can all be proud of.  

 

Thank you to LABC for your continued support of our peace-making and justice-seeking activities. Thank you for 

supporting those on your staff to pursue these kinds of macro-level initiatives that are so important for the overall 

future of our church and community.  Thank you for your prayers and encouragement as we seek the betterment of 

our whole community. 

 

I love Lake Avenue Baptist Church, and I love Rochester. May God continue to bless us as we reach beyond our walls 

with the love of God in the fellowship of the saints who call Rochester home. 
 

Blessings, 
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UPDATES FROM MODERATOR 

TOM ARGUST 
What a busy and productive church we have! Your 

Church Council (VCC) and its many ministries have 

been engaged in all sorts of important work on your 

behalf. Here are a few of the latest: 
 

* The Pastor Appreciation Sunday was very well 

received by our congregation as well as by our Pastors. 

We expressed in many ways our love and concern for 

these fine folks as well as our thanks for all that they do. 

Pastors Day Chit, Michael Ford, William Lahtaw, Peter 

Naing and Debbie Bennett Reynolds all guide, help and 

support us in so many ways. Thank you to all who made 

that Sunday so special. 
 

* Our Budget for this year appears to be doing well so 

far…thanks to your generous contributions. This Sunday 

we will pledge our financial support for 2015. Please 

make every effort to attend our worship service. And 

don't forget to bring your completed pledge card! 
 

* The Church Council met this week with Pastor Peter 

Naing and Van Thawng Hlei of the Chin Fellowhip. 

They reported that the Fellowship will be taking 

ownership of a church building in Western Monroe 

County and will be moving there early next year. We 

will be sorry to have them go from us. However, they 

will still have their children attend our Sunday School. 

And they know that they are always welcome at Lake 

Avenue Baptist Church. 
 

* We learned that our terrific Bookkeeper, Frank 

Maston, will be moving south next spring. Our Resource 

and Support Committee is now working on finding a 

new bookkeeper. If you know of anyone who might be 

interested, contact Trevor Ewell to get more details. 
 

* We had an audit completed recently which was quite 

positive. The Resource and Support Committee is 

following up on some of the auditor's recommendations. 

* The Church Council hopes to have proposed new By-

Laws completed in the next month. We will then 

introduce them to you in February and will then have a 

congregational meeting to adopt them. 
 

These are just some of the activities going on in our 

church. Please feel free to talk with any of our staff, 

Church Council or me if you have any questions or 

thoughts.  

 

 

 

 

On Saturday November 14, 2014 over 150 people from 

across the community gathered at Lake Avenue Baptist 

Church for the first annual (we hope) celebration of 

cultures. The afternoon began with games and crafts and 

dancing for folks as they gathered together. We then moved 

into the sanctuary for a celebration of cultures through 

dance and song. Many communities were represented 

including Kachin, Bhutanese, Somali, Filipino, Karen, and 

Chin. There were also speakers from the African American 

community who helped address the issues of inequality and 

race relations. It was an excellent event as each group was 

able to showcase their languages and cultures. Following 

the celebration we continued to get to know one another 

over food. Each group was asked to bring something that 

represented their cultural/ethnic group, and there was plenty 

of food to go around. What a great celebration. 

 
A huge thank you to the planning committee which was 

responsible for pulling this event together. A special thank 

you goes to Hkadin Lee who not only danced and organized 

many of the dancers, but who took responsibility for 

coordinating the kitchen for the event. (What multi-tasking 

skills she has!) Thanks to all who volunteered to help make 

this a great event and continue to demonstrate how LABC is 

part of such a wonderful multicultural community in 

Rochester. 
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

●Our healing prayers are with Anna Reynolds, daughter 

of Bill and Debbie Bennett Reynolds who is still in the 

hospital recovering from an illness. 

●We keep in prayer Dottie Yodur as she recovers at 

home from recent surgery on her knee.   

● Our alto soloist, Migle Zaliukaite, will be singing at a   

memorial concert remembering Danute Liabuva, a 

member of her Lithuanian congregation. Anthony Baron 

will accompany her on piano. The concert takes place on 

December 6 with a pre-concert talk at 6:30 pm and 

concert at 7 pm at St. Anne Church, 1600 Mt. Hope Ave. 

Rochester, NY.  The concert is sponsored by the 

Lithuanian Heritage Society of Rochester.  Admission is 

free. 

 

Mission Notes: 
African Baptists on Front Line Against 

Ebola 

Baptist leaders in West Africa have asked with great 

urgency for our prayers for their people who are 

contending with the dangerous Ebola virus.  There are 

many Baptist churches in Sierra Leone, Liberia, and 

Guinea.  

These churches are helping provide important education 

to their communities about the disease, how to avoid 

infection, how to recognize symptoms, and how to seek 

medical assistance when needed.  They also are 

providing sanitation equipment, food relief, and trauma 

counseling.  These efforts are being supported by initial 

grants from the Baptist World Alliance and from the 

American Baptist Churches’ special offering, “One 

Great Hour of Sharing.” 

To help control the spread of Ebola, schools have been 

closed, including a Baptist seminary and mission 

school.   Businesses have scaled back, and only essential 

government services are being provided. Church 

attendance is down. Unemployment has soared and some 

overwhelmed clinics have closed. To help ease the 

suffering, churches are helping prepare meals for 

patients, some of whom are members of their 

congregations.  

If you would like to make a special contribution to support 

the Ebola outreach ministries of our sister churches in West 

Africa, deposit your check (payable to LABC) or envelope 

in the Sunday offering and designate it for “Ebola 

Relief.”  Checks also can be sent to the church 

office.  Thanks for your consideration. 

Larry Witmer for the 

LABC Mission Ministry 

 
AB Women and AB Girls, 

An Historical 

Perspective  

By Sandy Hasenauer, 

LABC has a significant historical tie 

with AB Women’s Ministries and especially AB Girls, 

through Helen Barrett Montgomery.   She was president 

of the Women’s American Baptist Foreign Mission 

Society, precursor to today’s International Ministries.  

(There was also a Woman’s Home Mission Society 

which was the precursor to today’s ABHMS.)  Our 

denomination was started, in larger part, by women.   
 

In 1915 Lucy Peabody, Helen Barrett Montgomery, & 

Martha MacLeish envisioned an organization that united 

thousands of Baptist girls in a world-wide spiritual 

adventure.  Their vision became the World Wide Guild 

(WWG) sponsored by the Woman’s American Baptist 

Foreign Mission Society.  WWG lasted for generations; 

then girls’ ministry got moved around a bit through the 

denomination but AB Women’s Ministries eventually 

took it back in the 1990s and reconfigured it into AB 

Girls.   
 

2015 will be the centennial celebration of AB Girls – 

which I oversee as staff – and it was founded by our very 

own Helen!  I have to admit to feeling that it’s pretty cool 

that an LABC member founded it and 100 years later, an 

LABC member staffs it! 

 

OUR WEEKDAY STUDY OF THE ISLAMIC RELIGION 

Over the past number of weeks we have been meeting to 

learn more about the religion of Islam. Join us for our "wrap 

up" conversation on Tuesday November 25 from 3:00-5:00 

p.m. It will be a great time to bring together all that we have 
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learned and pose some future questions that we wish to 

have answered as we seek to live together in unity with 

our brothers and sisters of the Islamic tradition. Please 

join us for our conversation! 
 

A City Sings for the Season 
This free concert will be held to benefit the Rochester 

Area Interfaith Hospitality Network and will feature:  

Spiritus Christi Gospel Choir, Hochstein Youth Singers, 

Strings for Success, Resonanz Vocal Ensemble and 

special guest, Bess Phillips, soprano.  The concert will 

take place on Sunday, December 7, at 3:00 pm in the 

Sibley Building Atrium, 228 East Main Street.  

Donations of food and personal care items will be 

gratefully accepted at the door.  This concert is 

sponsored by the Rochester Oratorio Society, The 

Baptist Temple with production assistance from the City 

of Rochester, NY. 

An Alternative Way to Shop 
for Christmas 
The 33rd Annual Metro Justice Alternative Fair will take 

place on Friday December 5th from 5 – 9 pm and 

Saturday, December 6th from 10 am – 2 pm at the First 

Unitarian Church, 220 South Winton Road.  The 

Alternative Fair offers a great alternative to Big Box 

Stores during Holiday Shopping Season.  This event 

brings Rochesterians together to support local artisans, in 

a way that doesn’t sacrifice our “shared” values.  The 

Fair features thousands of unique fair trade, earth 

friendly, and locally produced goods that support a strong 

local economy and a just and sustainable world.   There is 

a donation of $3.00 for all over age 12.  Child care will 

be available for small children.  

 

 

Christmas Poinsettia Order 
 

As in past years the chancel will be decorated with red Christmas poinsettias for the Sunday 

before Christmas, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.  You can choose between the following 

sizes: 4” pot (small) at $3.95 each; or a 6” pot (large) $7.25.  If you would like to order a 

poinsettia, please complete the form below, and place in the offering plate or hand it to an 

usher on Sunday mornings.  You may also mail or email your order to the office.  Orders 

must be received no later than Friday, December 12th . 

 

 

 

Given  By:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Please print clearly.) 

 

In Memory/ Honor of: (Circle one)________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (Please print clearly) 
 

Number of Plants, Size: 4” ($3.95 ea) _________ 

   
Number of Plants, Size: 6” ($7.25 ea) _________ 
 

 

Make checks payable to Lake Avenue Baptist Church; memo: Poinsettia Order 

 

Some Fun for Christmas:  “Sandy's Christmas Carol Story” 

Select a song from the list below and fill in the blanks to complete the story.  If you want to make it really 
tough fold up the bottom and cover the answer list and do it from memory. Note that in some cases there 
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are several answers that may fit in to any given blank. However, part of the puzzle is to make sure that you 
use every song title once appropriately.    

 

    One ______ ______ as we were tucked in our bed and dreaming of a________ _________  we 
heard a noise__ ___ ___ _____. My husband and I quickly got out of bed to see what was happening. We 

couldn't believe our eyes for there was _____ _____ _____ standing in our living room looking down at 
our young lad and saying ___ ____ ___ ____? Our son was talking to him and telling him __ ___ ___ 
___ ____ __ __ ___ ____ ____. I turned to my husband and said ____ ____ ___ ___ _____ ___?  

    My husband said, "Well, ___ ______ __ __ __ ___ ___ ______ around here. At least it is not like 
last year when our son was telling everybody _ ___ ____ ___ ___ _____ I sure am glad you didn't make 
me wear that outfit again this year."   We told Santa "have a ___ _____ __________ and left him to his 

work. As we left we asked "Is there anything else you need?" He replied, "For the sake my sleigh ___ __ 
___, ___ __ ____ , ____ ___ ___ We awoke on Christmas morning to find that someone had decorated 
our tree. We inquired, "___ ___ ____' ____ _____ ____ who decorated you? and now what does the 
rest of the house need? The tree boughed and then pined, "You could ____ ____ ____ ___ __ ___ ___ 
I miss her."   

     Soon the phone rang and it was our daughter telling us __ ____ ______ ____ ______ or else I'll 
have a _________ __________ without you. We were wondering how we would tell her the news that her 

____ ___ ___ __ ___ ______. And no it wasn't ____ ____ __ ___ ___ who did it. At dusk carolers 
came into our yard, stood amongst the spruce and fir and sang ____ ____ ____ __ ______ among the 
leaves so green. So we passed out mugs of mulled cider and then sent them on their way. Another 
Christmas day was done and we sat with a cup of cider as we listened to the crackle of the ____ _____ __ 

__ ____ _____, raised our glasses to this toast to all of you. __ ___ ___ ___ ___ ________!  

 

------------- Fold bottom up to here if you’d like a real challenge ------------- 

Not in correct order 1.Oh Christmas Tree, Oh Christmas Tree 2. Up on the Housetop 3. Blue Christmas 4. All I want for 

Christmas is My Two Front Teeth 5. Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer 6. Jolly Old St. Nicholas 7. We Wish You a Merry 

Christmas  8. Holly Jolly Christmas 9. It's Beginning to Look a lot Like Christmas 10 I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus 11. 

Let it Snow, Let it snow, Let it snow 12 . Silent Night 13. I'll be Home for Christmas 14.Gandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer 

15. Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire 16. Here We Come A Wassailing 17. What Child is This? 18. White Christmas 19. 

Do you Hear What I Hear? 20. Deck the Halls with Boughs of Holly.   

 


