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the month.)
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11:45 am: Adult Education
12:00 pm: Karen Worship
Burmese Worship
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Michael Ford
Associate Pastor
Debbie Bennett Reynolds
Church Moderator
Tom Argust
Music Educator, Chancel Choir
Director and Organist
Lee Foster
Music Educator, Gospel Spirits
Director and Pianist
Isobel Davies
Refugee Coordinator
Hkadin Lee

Sunday, May 31: 10:00 am Worship for all; 11:15 am: Fellowship; 11:45 am: Adult
education, 12:00 noon: Karen Worship, Burmese Worship.
Sunday, June 7: We receive the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering:
10:00 am Worship and Communion for all,; 11:15 am: Fellowship; 11:45 am: Adult
education, 12:00 noon: Karen Worship, Burmese Worship.
Sunday, June 14, Youth Sunday: 10:00 am Worship for all & Congregational
Meeting immediately following worship; 11:15 am: Fellowship; 12:00 noon: Karen
Worship, Burmese Worship.
Sunday, June 21, Children’s Sunday & Baby Blessings: 10:00 am Worship for
all; 11:15 am: Strawberry Social; 12:00 pm: Karen Worship, Burmese Worship.
Sunday, June 28: 10:00 am Worship for all; 11:15 am: Fellowship; 12:00 noon:
Karen Worship, Burmese Worship.

Sunday, May 31: A Worship Conversation: Join Michael Ford for a continuing
reflection and sharing on our worship experiences
Sunday, June 7: A Lectionary Based Bible Study will be led by Debbie Bennett
Reynolds.
Our junior and senior high youth will lead us in worship on June 14th. We will be
blessed by their gifts and their faith in God and will celebrate with those who are
graduating from high school. At the end of the service, we will hold a brief
congregational meeting to vote on officers for the coming church year.

Our Annual Corporate Congregational Meeting will take place on Sunday, June 14
immediately following the 10:00 am service. Annual reports will be distributed
and new officers will be elected. Please plan to attend.

Karen Lay Pastor
Day Chit
Burmese Lay Pastors
William Lahtaw & Simon Kui
Office Manager
Ken Setera
Custodial Services
Lloyd Cuyler

On Sunday, June 21 at 10:00 am we will once again celebrate our younger children at
Lake Avenue Baptist Church with a service in which all the Sunday School classes for
grade school children will participate. Also, we will be recognizing our newest babies
and their families. If you know someone in our congregation who gave birth recently
or if you are a new mother and father, please let Debbie Bennett Reynolds know.
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A NOTE FROM YOUR PASTOR
On Sunday May 10th I announced to our LABC family that I am engaged to Lara Brokaw. I am extremely honored that
she accepted my proposal and am excited to be united in marriage with her. And we were both very eager to share the
news with our LABC community. Why? Because you mean so much to both of us.
Lara had the privilege of growing up at LABC. She still shares stories of her younger years at LABC and the people and
experiences that helped shape her faith and her life. When she moved back to Rochester she found her way back to
LABC, and continues to find joy in the LABC family.
I feel honored to have been welcomed into leadership at LABC exactly three years ago this month. As I said when I
announced our engagement, I truly feel that LABC is a family. We are not perfect by any stretch of the imagination, but
we are a group of people committed to journeying in faith together. We welcome all and embrace one another for our
differences. I have felt welcomed, and feel a strong sense of joy and fulfillment serving at LABC.
We wanted to share our news with the LABC family because we feel that it is the LABC community that brought us into
each other’s life.
When I’ve reflected on the past three years, and more specifically on the past 18 months, I’ve learned a lot about God. I
have learned once again that God is a God of the unexpected. I never in my wildest dreams would have anticipated
moving to the United States to serve at an amazing Baptist church and to meet the woman who would take me to be her
husband. But again it’s a great reminder that sometimes God has things in mind for us that we don’t even see ourselves.
My simple encouragement to each of you this day is to celebrate the unexpected. Too often we are fearful when things do
not go according to our plans. The challenge is to embrace the twists and turns of life and to keep our eyes focused on
God during the transitions and experiences of life. Things do not always go according to what we have laid out, and often
when we yield to God’s presence it’s the most blessed path ahead.
Thank you for being part of mine and Lara’s life, and we look forward to continuing to serve God in your midst, as we
follow the Lord our God together, as the family of LABC.

GOING FOR
THREE!

Fellowship Groups. As a result, and also because of our
very busy church calendar in May and June, we have
decided to put off a vote on the By-Laws until this summer
or early fall. However, we fully expect to have the
congregation approve new By-Laws in 2015.

Tom Argust, Moderator

Personnel Policy: Our present staff rules are out-of-date
and incomplete. So, over the past few months, Pastor
Michael and our Personnel Committee have been working
hard to rewrite the Policy. They are almost done. I expect
that our Church Council will approve a new policy and staff
manual at its June meeting.

In our faith, numbers are a big deal. There’s ten for the
ten commandments, twelve for the twelve disciples,
three for the trinity and so forth. And so it is at LABC.
For us right now, three is our big deal.
We are working hard as a congregation on three major
efforts:

Strategic Plan: Our present three year Plan ends in 2015.
Now is the time to begin working on a new one. We are
creating a committee which will develop the 2016-2018
Plan. The process is scheduled to be completed by
November or December. If you have any interest in out, let
me know.

By-Laws: These are the rules that we live by at LABC.
A few weeks ago we had a good conversation on the
proposed By-Laws at an Adult Forum. We are now
scheduling other Forums with our Karen and Myanmar
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There you have it: LABC’S big three. And while we
work on these efforts, our congregation will continue its
work of mission, educating, nurturing, financial support
and welcoming all who come to us. If you have not
signed on to help out, please contact me or Pastor
Michael. We’ll find a place for you!

for our fellowship time. They also are responsible for
inventorying the hot and cold cups, sugar, sweetener,
coffee, tea, paper plates, bowls, plastic utensils, etc. They
are currently actively planning for our upcoming Strawberry
Social and our church picnic which is happening this
summer on Sunday, August 30th. Outside of her chairing
Nurture and Care, Kha Tom is the person responsible for
watering the plants in the sanctuary, trimming off the dead
growth and repotting the plants when necessary. She is also
very active in the Myanmar Christian Fellowship which
meets every Sunday in the downstairs sanctuary. Outside of
church she is a mother to two very active young children,
Isobel and Ben as well as the loving wife of Scott Sorrels.
She is also actively involved as a translator for Burmese
refugees when they visit doctors, have emergency room
visits, or have other important meetings.

Summer Sundays
By Debbie Bennett Reynolds
Beginning on June 28th we will move to our summer
structure for Sunday School classes. We move to 1-2
groups of children and have fun with singing, a Bible
story, crafts and outdoor playtime. Last year we were
able to have preschoolers separated from older children,
and we hope to do that again. For youth, we would like
to have some varied activities such as singing, chimes,
and arts and crafts. We need volunteers to help lead and
to assist with Summer Sundays, so that our regular
teachers can have some time off for worship and
vacation.
Please sign up with Pastor Debbie for
Sundays when you are available and willing to help with
our wonderful children and youth!

If you would like to attend this celebration and share in
Kha Tom’s honor, please let the church office know no later
than Wednesday, May 27 so that reservations can be made.
Dinner is $40 a seat (this is the main fund raiser for the
GRCC Faith In Action Network). Tables of 10 are
available.
Receiving the Lifetime Achievement Award is Marie E.
Gibson, the recently retired director of GRCC.

Vacation Bible School is coming!
Summer is upon us and that means time for Vacation
Bible School. We will be making plans for a week of
VBS sometime in July and would like to hear from all
who are interested in helping so we can pick the best
dates. Please let Debbie know if you are willing to be
involved with VBS!

Announcing the 24th Faith In Action
Celebration Dinner - June 2nd

By order of Sir Michael, Duke of Hamilton, let it be known
throughout the kingdom of Lake Avenue Baptist Church that
Sunday, June 21st has been declared Strawberry Social Sunday
(& Children’s Sunday..& Father’s Day!). It is hereby
commanded that all must partake in the eating of these sweet
ripe nutritious berries with ice cream on said Sunday following
worship. It is also imperative that those who would like to help
prepare strawberries on Saturday, June 20th contact Lady Jane
Grant. Your aid in serving this sublime dish and the cleaning
following the consumption of this divine offering is highly
encouraged! Please marketh one’s calendar for this great
event.

(Burgundy Basin, 1361 Marsh Road
Pittsford, NY 5:30 p.m.)
This year Lake Avenue Baptist Church has selected as
our recipient of the Faith In Action award Kha Tom
Lamai Sorrels. Kha Tom has been an active member of
our church for quite some time. During the past two
years she has been the chair of our Nurture and Care
Ministry which has hosted a number of social functions
here at the church. This committee is responsible for
coordinating our coffee and cookies on Sunday morning
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LEAVING ON A JET PLANE..

OUR CHURCH FAMILY

At the end of June a number of our LABC family will be
making our way to Overland Park, Kansas for the
ABCUSA Biennial. At this national meeting we pray,
worship, learn, and do the business of the ABCUSA. We
ask for your prayers for those who are part of our LABC
family who are traveling to Overland Park, Kansas.
Please pray for safe travel and that this would be a good
time for those in attendance and for our LABC family as
a whole.

●Congratulations to Simon Aung Kui, co-pastor of the
Burmese Christian Fellowship, who was accepted by and
will be completing his Master’s of Divinity at Colgate
Rochester Crozer Divinity School. Also, we congratulate
Simon for his swearing in as an American Citizen on
Monday, May 18th at R. I. T. He was one of many who
became citizens on that day.

As of April 15, 2015, The American Baptist Churches,
Rochester-Genesee Region office has moved from
Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School and is now
located at the Baptist Temple, 1101 Clover Street,
Rochester, NY 14610. The office phone number is 585473-3200.

●Did you know that our member Vern Thayer at the age of
98 is considered the oldest blood donor in the country?
Vern began giving blood at the age of 26 and has continued
ever since. To date, Vern has completed 511 donations and
he doesn’t plan to quit. As he stated in an article which
appeared recently in the Genesee Valley Healthcare
Newspaper of May 2015: “At my age, and because I no
longer drive, it gives me a great sense of satisfaction to
know that there is a meaningful way I can volunteer in my
community, and each donation I make can help two or three
people.” When you next see Vern be sure to thank him for
his consistent generous giving to help others.

●We extend our blessings to Anna
Moorman who will be moving shortly to
Annapolis, Maryland where her eldest
daughter resides. Her new address is:
106 Stone Point Drive, Unit 218,
Annapolis, MD 21401.

:

(Maplewood Edgerton Emergency food Kupboard.)
It gives me great pleasure to announce the acceptance of our
MEEK food cupboard by the Ascension Episcopal Church. For
those of you not aware, the Grace Methodist Church has
incurred insurmountable financial problems and is forced to
close. This has created much pain and sadness for those of
us who can't begin to thank Grace Methodist for providing the
space to start a ministry which has provided food for
over ninety thousand people, a period of 39+ years. Through
the church's selflessness, they have made a difference in the
lives of many people.

●Blessings for Stephanie Tyree who will be leaving
Rochester in late June to prepare for a Peace Corps
assignment in Cambodia.
●Peg Witmer went home from rehab for knee surgery. Our
prayers continue for a swift healing.
●We keep in our continued prayers Roy Shafer who is now
a resident at the Episcopal Church Home, and our prayers
for his wife Evelyn.

They understand that generosity is at the heart of the Christian
life, just as it is at the heart of the Gospel.

A RECOGNITION OF LABC GRADUATES

Our ministry at Ascension Episcopal Church will begin the 1st.
of June. The facility offered is very suitable for our operation. I
can't began to thank Wardens Dyson Gay and Don Taylor for
the precious time they allotted in making this transition
possible. Even though the time is drawing near for
relocation, we will succeed to continue uninterrupted our
mission of feeding the less fortunate.

We would like to congratulate all of our Lake Avenue
Baptist Church family who have graduated this year.
The following are of those that we know of:
▪Elijah Bigsby, son of Marc Bigsby who is graduating
from R. I. T. on Friday, May 22. His degree is in Video
Game Design and Development.

Chuck Murrman, Director
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▪Anna Reynolds, daughter of Bill and Debbie Bennett
Reynolds, who graduated on May 9th from Webster
University in Leiden, the Netherlands. She received a
BA degree in international relations.

know that the physical building that now houses Cameron
Community Ministries began its life as one of the early LABC
buildings that was moved, brick by brick, over to Cameron
Street to serve as the Lyle Avenue Baptist Church which later
became Cameron Community Ministries. However our
connections are deeper. Over the years many of our members
have served as staff and board members at Cameron, helping
to shape the vision and practices of the ministry in the
Cameron Community (Lyle Otis Neighborhood). At the
present time our Senior Pastor, Michael Ford, serves as the
Vice Chair of the Cameron Board, and Rev. Alan Newton, our
Regions Executive Minister and member of LABC serves as
the treasurer of the board (and has been on the board for a very
long time, providing good advice and leadership). Our Senior
Youth have been to Cameron for a visit to learn about the
ministry there. We support Cameron, and invite you all to visit
at some point to see some of the many great things happening
there.

▪Evann Hasenauer, daughter of Sandy and Chris
Hasenauer, who graduated from St. Lawrence
University with a BA in English.
▪Erin Harrington, daughter of Keith and Laurie
Harrington, who received her Master’s Degree on May
16th.
▪Mercy Kui, daughter of Simon Kui and Jew Ly Manna
who graduated yesterday from pre-school and will be
starting kindergarten in the fall.
Lake Avenue Baptist Church is proud of all its
graduates. Although we try to list them all, we
unfortunately miss some. If you know someone who has
or will be graduating this year please let the church
office know. We will be updating our graduate
recognition again in the July newsletter.

However the purpose of this article is not to highlight Cameron
Community Ministries. It is to point out that all of our
missional partners have an important connection to LABC, and
we invite you to learn more about them. Call them up, go for a
visit, look them up online. Let’s learn more about who we
support. When we give money, we make a difference. When
we support with our time and talents, we make a difference in
the communities we support. If you would like any more
information about any of our missional partners, please speak
to Pastor Michael, or any member of our current Mission
Committee (Karen Brokaw, Larry and Peg Witmer, Bill
Perkett, Htee Shee, Pastor Michael). If we don’t have your
answers we will get them for you. Let’s learn about who we
support and continue to make the differences that we have and
do in the lives of those in our community and beyond.

REFUGEE OUTREACH NEWS:
Liz Ewell has announced that she is retiring from her full
time volunteer case management work with Refugee
Outreach on May 31st. We cannot begin to thank Liz
enough for all she has done to help so many people. We
promise to respect her retirement and well-earned rest
and renewal. She will be sorely missed.

A MISSION MESSAGE
As a church we have a long legacy of mission. It is an
important part of our identity, and if you look at our yearly
budget you will see that a significant portion of our
financial resources go to various ministry and mission
organizations within Rochester and beyond. Add to this our
special offerings that take place throughout the year, and it
is easy to see how much we value mission. And our feet
follow our finances (or our finances follow our feet). In
other words, for as much money as we give to various
places, we serve in many more ways in these places and so
many more.

SOME OF OUR PARTNERS IN MISSION:
Neighborhood Partners: Cameron Community Ministries;
MEEK – Maplewood Edgerton Emergency Kupboard; Mary’s
Place Outreach; EANA – Edgerton Area Neighborhood
Association; Computers for Refugees
Metropolitan Rochester & Surrounding Community:
American Baptist Churches of the Rochester Genesee Region;
Board for Campus Ministries; Church Women United; Colgate
Rochester Crozer Divinity School; Faith in Action Network
(Greater Rochester Community of Churches); Fairport Baptist
Homes; Judicial Process Commission; Refugee Outreach
Ministries; Sojourner House

Many of the organizations that we support locally have a
connection to LABC. For instance, Cameron Community
Ministries is one of our mission partners that we give a
significant amount of money to yearly. But our connection
to Cameron is much deeper than that. Many of you also

New York State: New York State Council of Churches
National and International: American Baptist Churches/ USA
- United Mission; ABC - America for Christ Offering; ABC Direct Missionary Support; ABC - One Great Hour of Sharing;
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LAKE AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

ABC - Retired Ministers & Missionaries Offering; ABC World Mission Offering; Association of Welcoming &
Affirming Baptists; Baptist Joint Committee For Religious
Liberty; Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America;
Baptist World Alliance; National Council of Churches;
World Council of Churches

If you are planning on continuing your education after high
school or college or plan to attend a career school, it is not too
late to apply for one of the three scholarships offered by
LABC. Applications for these scholarships are available at the
Welcome Center. Your completed application must be
received by the church office no later than Friday, June 19th,
2015 at 5:00 pm. Late submissions will not be considered.
Awards will be announced in July.

The American Baptist Women's Society
meeting and luncheon will take place on
Friday, June 19th at 12:00 noon at the
home of Carol Gardner 559 Vintage
Lane, Rochester, NY 14615. All women
are invited to attend. A dessert and
beverage will be served.

OUR EXTENDED COMMUNITY

AN INVITATION TO A
GREAT CONFERENCE FOR
PEACEMAKERS

●The Webster Baptist Church’s American Baptist Women
would like to invite the ladies of Lake Avenue Baptist
Church to a luncheon on Saturday, June 6th at 12 noon in
their fellowship hall. It will be a time of breaking bread
followed by a program of Christian music performed by “LED
by the Master’s Hand.” The cost to spend this short time in
meaningful fellowship is $6.00 per person. If you are
interested in attending, please call Cheryl Haak at (315) 5249159, Nancy Johnson (585) 787-4259, or the church office at
(585) 265-9480.

LeDayne McLeese Polaski, President of
the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North
America invites you to their summer conference. The
conference is a gathering for everyone who longs for the
spirituality inspiration, skills, knowledge and community to
support a life of peace rooted in justice. People of all faiths
are invited to join the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North
America for a gathering that is affectionately called “Peace
Camp”. The conference is entitled “No Longer Strangers”
Crossing Borders for Peacemaking” and will take place in
Harrisonburg, VA. from July 6 – 11 at Eastern Mennonite
University. Through mediation, worship, music,
workshops, intergenerational recreation, Bible studies,
movies, educational programs for all ages, and more, we
will equip ourselves for the work fo creating a better world
while having a great time! For full conference details visit
www.bpfna.org.

●The Rochester Women's Community Chorus will present
its spring concert, "Songs in the Key of SHE", on Saturday,
June 6 at 8:00 PM at the Downtown United Presbyterian
Church, 121 N. Fitzhugh Street. This concert promises a
delightful evening of songs written by women with a wide
range of styles. Selections include the contemporary such as:
“Brave” by Sara Bareilles and Holly Near’s “1000
Grandmothers;” the gospel, “Still I Rise” by Rosephanye
Powell; and the poetic, “The Earth is Singing My Name” by
Marjan Helms and Dar N’Var. Admission is free. Donations
are welcome and all proceeds will benefit Alternatives for
Battered Women, (ABW). The ABW is a Rochester based
organization that provides victims, or those at risk of domestic
violence, with safety, shelter, food, and clothing.

FAITH COMMUNITY BOOK DRIVE:
Rochester Elementary Children Need Your Help! The
Rochester Education Foundation (REF) and Church
Women United of Rochester (CWU) would like to invite
the Faith Community to join them in a city-wide book drive
for the benefit of elementary school children within the
Rochester school district. The hope is for each and every
congregation to collect NEW books appropriate for
elementary-aged children. There is plenty of time to do
this. Books should be brought to the church on Sunday,
October 18th and will be picked up during that week. If
anyone at Lake Avenue Baptist Church would like to be
our representative for this book drive, please contact Lynn
Ryder, Church Women United’s Community Relations
Coordinator at 342-2790 or cwulr@yahoo.com.

●Rob Kerner and Helvi McClelland will be performing a
duo piano recital on Sunday, June 7 at 3:00 pm at the
Stillwood Study Center. The concert is free and open to the
public. Works of Soler, Mozart, Schumann and Shostakovich
will be performed. Directions to Stillwood: 490 E to exit 26,
Route 31. Travel east 14.1 miles. Turn left on Rt. 21 and go
.6 miles. Take 2nd right onto N. Creek Road. Drive 1.3 miles
to Shilling (Schilling) Rd. & turn left. Go 1.2 miles to 2191
Schilling Rd. Stillwood Study Center is on the left.
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