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Lake Avenue Baptist Church, 72 Ambrose Street, Rochester, NY 14608 

www.lakeavebaptist.org; Phone: 585-458-5765 Fax: 585-458-5766 

 

Sunday, February 4, 2018:  10:00 am: Worship for all, Sunday School 

for Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Extended Fellowship, "Birthday Bash",  

Social Hall; 11:45 am: Adult Education, Conference Room; 12:30 pm: 

Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary  

Sunday, February 11, 2018:  10:00 am: Worship for all; Sunday School 

for Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 11:45 

am: Adult Education Class, Conference Room; 12:30 pm: Myanmar 

Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary   

Join us on Wednesday, February 14th at 

7:00 pm for our Ash Wednesday service 

commemorating the beginning of the 40 

days of lent.  

Sunday, February 18, 2018:  10:00 am: Worship for all; Sunday School 

for Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship, Social Hall; 11:45 am:  

Adult Education, Conference Room; 12:30 pm:  Myanmar Worship, 

Downstairs Sanctuary  

Sunday, February 25, 2018: 10:00 am: Worship for all; Sunday School 

for Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship, Social Hall; 11:45 am:  

Adult Education, Conference Room; 12:30 pm:  Myanmar Worship, 

Downstairs Sanctuary 

Join us each Sunday at 11:45 a.m. for our adult education opportunity.. 

February 4, 2018 – A continuation of our conversation on systemic and 
institutional racism. 

February 11, 2018 – The beginning of our Lenten Bible study, as we look 
together at the scriptures and themes that lead us in the weeks up to Holy 
Week. 

February 18, 25 – A continuation of our Lenten Bible study. Join us 
whenever you can (each week is independent and does not require you 
to be at each class in order to participate with the group) 

   LABC NEWS 
JANUARY 26, 2018 

VOLUME 81, ISSUE 2 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT NEWS IS 

FEBRUARY 21, 2018

 

Lake Avenue Baptist Church 
 

E-MAIL: 
lakeavebaptistchurchoffice@gmail.com 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday – Friday 

9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:   
10:00 am:  Worship for all, Sunday School 
Children & Youth (Communion first Sunday 
of the month)  

11:15 am:  Fellowship 

11:45 am:  Adult Education  

12:00 pm:  Myanmar Worship 
                   

CHURCH MODERATOR 
Laura Tubbs 

 CHURCH STAFF 

Senior Pastor  
Michael Ford 

Music Educator, Chancel Choir Director 
and Organist 
Lee Foster 

Gospel Spirits Director and Pianist 
Isobel Davies 

Refugee Coordinator 
 Hkadin Lee 

Director of Youth and Children's Ministry 
Austin Pettigrew 

 Myanmar Christian Fellowship 
Simon Kui, Pastor 

Bonaventure Moulogho 
Church Accountant 

Office Manager 
Ken Setera 

Custodial Services  

Lloyd Cuyler 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR:  To see the most up-to-date 
calendar of church events please visit 

www.lakeavebaptist.org .   

 

mailto:lakeavebaptistoffice@gmail.com
http://www.lakeavebaptist.org/
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Where did January go? I’ve spoken to a number of people who have asked just that very question. It’s hard to believe 

that Christmas was a month ago. If you’re also asking yourself where January went, I have some good ideas why the 

month seems to have zipped past. 

After welcoming 2018, we had the joy of celebrating Karen New Year on January 6. This wonderful event full of singing 

and dancing, and food, was a great opportunity to be together in community. 

Sunday January 7 found us sharing in a time of thanksgiving where the Rochester Karen Baptist Church community 

extending their appreciation for the 10 years of ministry support at LABC. After acquiring their own building, the Karen 

community wanted an opportunity to say thank you to their “mother church” as they prepared to move to their new 

location. It was a time of mixed emotions, as it always is when “the kids leave home,” but it is with prayer and 

hopefulness that we will find ways to stay connected to those who choose to make the move to Parma. 

That same afternoon we as a church community celebrated Pastor Simon Aung Kui’s ordination to the Christian 

ministry. Pastor Simon, who pastor’s the Rochester Myanmar Christian Fellowship at LABC, has been diligently 

working towards his ordination for a few years now. This process included completing his Masters of Divinity at Colgate 

Rochester Crozer Divinity School, finishing a period of mentorship with a local pastor, meeting with the ordination 

review committee and presenting an ordination paper that was defended and approved. It was a long journey for 

Simon, but what a wonderful event it was to celebrate with him and our LABC community when he was officially made 

“Rev. Simon Aung Kui.” Congratulations Pastor Simon! 

Only 7 days later we made the trek out to Parma to rejoice with the Rochester Karen Baptist Church at the dedication 

of their church building. Family and friends from Buffalo, Syracuse, Albany, and places in between joined together to 

share in this special event. It was a great opportunity to share in this important event with the Karen community in 

Rochester. 

In the days since, we have continued to do the many tasks of ministry at LABC, including preparing the 2018 budget 

for approval at the end of January. Part of the congregational style of church government is that it is “our” budget. We 

are all part of contributing to the budget, and have a part to play in deciding how these funds will be spent. I would 

personally like to thank the church board for listening so carefully this past year to what you believe is the calling that 

God has for LABC and the ways to use the funds that God has for our community. A special thank you goes to our 

Resource and Support team, our church Treasurer Chris Hasenauer, and our church Accountant Bonaventure 

Moulogho for their tireless dedication to this task. 

Finally, and on a personal note, my month ended with confirmation of a surgery date. For those who have been 

following the saga of my battle with Trigeminal Neuralgia, I am very much looking forward to my surgery on February 

15th. In true Baptist pastor fashion, I am very thankful to squeeze in a surgery during Lent so that I will be present for 

Ash Wednesday and, with all blessing, back for Easter. The surgery is called microvascular decompression and is a 

reasonably significant surgery. I will be out of the office for a minimum of two weeks and possibly up to six weeks. I 

certainly appreciate your prayers at this time. As I joked with the board, I am giving up pain for Lent  

These are just a few of the things that have filled up January at LABC and in my life. I have no doubt that you have 

many of your own joys and concerns that have filled your first month of the year. It is little wonder why for so many it 

seems as if January has just rushed right by. 

And so as we move into February I want to extend a challenge that I myself have decided to take. Slow down. I know 

we can’t do it all of the time, but to find those small moments when we can pause, breathe, reflect, and seek to connect 

or reconnect with God. May we find those little moments in our lives that we are able to seek that still, small voice, 

that speaks to us in those moments.  

May God bless you as we begin this New Year together, and we continue to live into the reality of who God is calling 

us to be at LABC. 

Blessings! 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR MODERATOR 

Dear Friends, 

As all of you know we approved our budget for 2018 at the congregational meeting last week.  We had an easy to 

follow outline of what our expected income is and how we plan to spend it in the coming year.  I want to thank Chris 

Hasenauer, our church treasurer, Bonaventure Moulogho, our church accountant, Michael Donatucci, our chair of 

Resource and Support, and Pastor Michael for all of their hard work in putting together a draft budget for the church 

council to approve and for you to vote on.  Now, when I say hard work, I really mean hard work.  As many of you know 

for many years Frank Maston, a retired accountant, worked for us and several other churches and non-profits in the 

community as a labor of love in his retirement.  In 2016 Frank and his wife moved south to be closer to family.  Frank 

had always made keeping the books and preparing a budget look easy to those of us on the church council.  We now 

know that this is not the case!  Frank first coached Hkadin Lee and she worked hard to take over this role but we 

found that we really needed her to focus on the wonderful refugee work she does.   Chris helped us out by referring 

us to his nephew, Brad Hasenauer, who took over for Hkadin during this past year and then in September Bonaventure 

was able to take over from Brad after Brad had graduated with his degree in accounting.  This meant that three people 

were entering data and learning the computer system that helps us keep the books.  Chris as our elected volunteer 

treasurer was trying to train all these people at the same time as starting a new position with more responsibility and 

demands on his time.  In June, Trevor Ewell stepped down as chair of Resource and Support and we elected Mike 

Donatucci to this position.  All of this change would have been challenging enough but it got worse when we 

experienced two major computer crashes where data was lost and had to be re-entered by hand from the paper 

documents on file.  Chris, Bon, Mike and Pastor Michael have put in many hours together to be sure that we had met 

all of the financial requirements for 2017 and to prepare the 2018 budget.  I know that there were many early morning 

breakfast meetings and a steep learning curve for Mike and Pastor Michael.  We all owe them a deep debt of gratitude 

for their hard work. 

We often talk about giving our time, talent and treasure to the church.  Here we see a time when time and talent were 

the gifts that counted the most.  When you see Chris, Bon, Mike, and Pastor Michael please take a moment to thank 

them for carrying us through this challenging period of time so that we can use our dollars wisely and do our best to 

follow God’s calling to us as a congregation. 

With gratitude for all the gifts that each of you bring to LABC, 

Laura Tubbs  

 

Did you know that Wednesday, January 24 was National Compliment Day? Compliments are pretty nice- they are 
free, easy to give and receive, they make people happy and build trust.  

I had the opportunity at my full-time job at DePaul Community Services, to lead a group where we sat down as partners 
and talked to one another. I had them share about each other and then compliment each other. Afterwards, one of 
my residents told me how good that made them feel to talk to one another and to give a compliment/be complimented. 

We, as people of faith, understand the value of complimenting each other--of truly knowing one another. If we 
understand the Godhead; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as community, then we can understand and know our 
relationship with God best through a deep, committed, loving relationship with one another in our faith community.  

I have noticed how well everyone has been and encouraging me, complimenting me in the short time I have been at 
Lake Ave. This, in turn, has helped me remember the importance of speaking that truth to our children and youth. In 
this tumultuous political climate of hateful words and lies, it is difficult for me to know how to speak to our young people 
who may see leaders in an unfavorable light. Let us remember to speak truth to power. Let us remember to show love 
to one another. Let us be the beloved community.  

Blessings as we follow the Prince of Peace 

Austin Pettigrew, Director of Youth and Children's Ministry 
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* 

We will be having a Birthday Bash Celebration for All 

on Sunday Feb 4, during the Social hour following the 
English service.  

We will be having 12 Birthday cakes, one for each month 
of the year.  If anyone would like to donate a cake please 
contact Kha Tom or Jackie Sullivan following Sunday 
service. 

 

WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE 

NOTES 

Susan Maybeck, Chair 

My high school music teacher offered a gold watch to 
any of us who could name a movie that didn’t have music 
as part of it.  Needless to say, no one in the class got a 
gold watch! 

Music is essential in our worship services.  Music 
soothes us, challenges us and tells a story.  Music is 
choral and instrumental, solo and groups.  The 
community participates in music through hymns and 
responses.  At times, of course, there is silence which 
we need.  But mostly our worship of God is enhanced by 
music. 

I want to thank all our musical groups - Chancel Choir, 
Gospel Spirits, Karen choirs, Myanmar Gospel Singers, 
and their directors.  We are blessed by their talent and 
spirituality. 

We are vey excited that 4 young men in the Chancel 
Choir were accepted to attend a Worship and Music 
Conference at Montreat, NC in June. Last year.  “Mark” 
Khual Mung and Gay Doh Htoo accompanied by Lee 
Foster had a great experience at Montreat.  This year 
Billy Simba and Ruben Likoke will join Mark and Gay 
Doh Htoo at the Conference.  Mark and Gay Doh Htoo 
received half scholarships for tuition and Billy and Ruben 
have been awarded full scholarships.  Their singing in 
the Chancel Choir is helping them to improve their sight 
reading abilities.   

The Worship and Music Committee is committed to 
supporting financially their trip. We will be holding a gala 
concert this spring as a fundraiser . Details will follow 
when it is organized.  If anyone is interested in 
contributing to this opportunity for our young singers, you 
may speak directly to me or you may mail a check to 
LABC with "Montreat" written in the memo of the check. 

LABC is now set up to receive online donations to 

support our ministry. If you wish to give online in a safe 

and secure manner, you can go to our website, 

www.lakeavebaptist.org and click on the “give online” 

tab. You will be taken to a page where you are 

introduced to online giving. Click on the “paypal – 

donate” link and you will be redirected to the paypal 

giving page. After being prompted to input the amount 

you wish to donate, you will be able to choose to donate 

from your paypal account, or from a credit card. After you 

input the necessary information, you will notice a line 

where you can put a memo. Please put in that memo line 

where you would like to have your donation applied (i.e. 

if it is to pay a pledge, please put “pledge.” If it is a 

donation in memory of someone, please make sure that 

is clear too). After you click send you will immediately 

receive a confirmation of your donation into your inbox, 

which you can use for your tax purposes. 

We have set this up to expand the options for people to 

give, and in response to requests from members of our 

congregation to make giving easier and faster. We hope 

you take advantage of this opportunity if you so wish. 

P.S. we are set up as a charity account with paypal, so 

the cost per transaction to the church is very minimal. 

 

 

 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

●Our prayers and sympathy are with Lee and Dottie 

Yoder-Foster and their family.  Dottie's sister-in-law 

passed away on Wednesday, January 24 in Ohio 
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 following a long illness.   

●Our healing prayers are with John Eysvogel who 

remains in rehabilitative care at the Kirkhaven 

Transitional Care Facility, 254 Alexander Street, 

Rochester, NY  14607.   

●In Memoriam:  We mourn the passing of long time 

member Elizabeth (Lodi) Frank on January 11, 2017.  

A memorial service will be held sometime in the spring.  

The date will be announced once a decision is made by 

the family.  

●In Memoriam:  We extend our sympathy and prayers 

to Shirley Seidel and her family as they mourn the 

passing of Shirley's husband Russ Seidel.  Russ 

passed away on January 26, 2018.  A memorial service 

will be held at the All Seasons Chapel at White Haven 

Memorial Park on January 30th.   

●We continue to pray for Craig Raisner as he continues 

with rehabilitation at Monroe Community Hospital.  Craig 

would appreciate receiving cards and notes from the 

congregation.  His address is Monroe Community 

Hospital, 435 East Henrietta Road, Faith Hall, Rm. 4C32, 

Rochester, NY  14620 

●We extend our prayers to all our young people who are 

beginning a new semester in high school and college.   

 

 

 

 

YOU ARE INVITED TO DINNER ON 

THURSDAY, FEB. 22 FROM 5:00-6:30 PM 

WE WILL CELEBRATE "SALT AND LIGHT"..... 
AND FLOWERS! 

Everyone is invited to an Italian themed dinner on 
Thursday, Feb. 22, from 5:00-6:30 in the fellowship hall.  
This is our late-winter free community dinner with a 
special "twist":   The LABC Mission Committee will also 
be honoring those who dutifully tend  "Our Garden of 
Peace and Life" on Dewey Ave. at Lexington. 
 
About 15 years ago, a small group from the former Holy 
Rosary church was determined  to transform a barren lot 
into a beauty spot. Care was taken to provide colorful 
plantings for each season of the year. A large mural on 
the adjacent post office building serves as a backdrop to 
the garden. The mural depicts some local history of the 
Maplewood-Edgerton area, and, if you look closely,  you 
will see Mary, Carol, Marian, and others who have 
faithfully brought the gift of beauty to our neighbors. 

Help us say "thank you" to this ministry of salt,  light,  and 
flowers!    We need volunteers to make lasagna and to 
serve in the kitchen.   Please sign-up with Ken in the 
office or on Sunday at the Welcome Center. 
 

LOCAL EVENTS OF INTEREST 

●From Strangers to Neighbors Festival: Brighton 
High School student Samiha Islam, in collaboration with 
the MLK Gandhi Institute for Nonviolence and the Islamic 
Center of Rochester, welcomes you to the "From 
Strangers to Neighbors" festival! The event will include 
food, crafts, music, and demos from the many refugee 
and immigrant groups of Rochester, NY. Attendees will 
come together to celebrate the enrichment that people 
of different nationalities bring to American culture, and 
work towards finding common ground and strengthening 
the bonds between us. This special event will take place 
on Saturday February 3, from 2:00-4:00 pm in the gym 
of the Islamic Center of Rochester at 727 Westfall Rd. 

●The third annual Mary's Place Gala will take place 

on Thursday, February 8 from 5:30 to 8:30 pm at the 

Italian American Community Center, 150 Frank 

Dimino Way, Gates, NY 14624. There will be great food 
and a silent auction.  Individual tickets are $60.00 
apiece.  For further information and tickets, please 
contact Mary's Place at 270-8626 or go to 
www.marysplaceoutreach.org.   

●Trinity Emmanuel Presbyterian Church Choir under 

the direction of Mr. William Watson Sr. will be hosting the 

renowned Geneva MLK Memorial Choir on Friday, 

February 9, 2018 at 7:00 pm. Trinity Church is  located 

at  9 Shelter Street, Rochester, NY 14611.  For additional 

information contact Sarah Frasier at (585) 235-1463 or 

email ess331@wa@gmail.com   

●The Annual Memorial Service for our neighbors in 

the Edgerton community who have died over the 

past year without family or resources will be held on 

Sunday, February 11 at 2:00 pm, at Peace of Christ 
Parish at St. Ambrose Church, 25 Empire Blvd. 

●Frederick Douglass at 200:  The Rochester Oratorio 

Society presents   "The Emancipation Oratorio" by 

Doug McClure, a musical celebration of Frederick 

Douglass' life and legacy on Friday, February 16 at 7:30 

pm at the Hochstein Performance Hall.  Tickets may be 

obtained by calling 473-2234 or at Douglass.bpt.me. 

●Interfaith Impact of NYS presents "A Better 

Prescription for Health Care in NYS" on Sunday, 

March 11, from 2:00 to 4:00 pm at the First Unitarian 

Church, 220 Winton Road S.  Speakers include Harry 

Bronson, Rohith Palli and Carol Tegas.  A reception will 

follow.  For more information contact Judy Schwartz at 

442-5111.  
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Excerpt from January 15, 2018 Newsletter of Interfaith 

IMPACT of NYS 

EDITORIAL: Nevertheless, We Persist 

“Nevertheless, she persisted.” Damning words spoken 
recently by a conservative senator to a liberal colleague. I take 

them, not as an insult, but as a mandate. Theodore Parker tried to bend the “moral arc of the universe,” by protesting 
the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act and gladly going to trial to defend himself and the abolitionist movement. I have read Ida 
Husted Harper’s monumental three-volume biography of Susan B. Anthony and marveled at Anthony’s tenacity over 
decades of time and worlds of space. Who can forget Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “Letter from a Birmingham Jail?” What 
did they have in common? They all persisted – not over weeks and months, but over years and decades – and 
lifetimes. And each of them was motivated by core religious values. 

As I reflect on my 8 decades of life, 6 of them as a religious activist, I vividly remember the many moments of 
discouragement and defeat. I recall the “powers and principalities” arrayed against the movements in which I was 
involved. I have been tempted to “retire,” not only from active parish ministry (which I have), but from the public square 
(which I have not). Many do. However, I am always called back by that “still, small voice” of my religious heritage. 
There is a perspective here that reminds us that the Beloved Community will not be realized in my lifetime. It also 
suggests that we do not work alone, but nourished by our respective faiths and our faith communities. I conclude that 
social justice work is much more than a passing fancy, a time-limited hobby, an ad hoc address to the “sexy” issues 
of the day. It is very simply the work and mission of a lifetime. And, I find that the moral/religious perspective of IINYS 
both unique and important one as our state and nation “slog” toward justice. 

The conservative senator who spoke those words in the first paragraph was Mitch McConnel; the liberal colleague 
they were directed towards was Elizabeth Warren. While we are a non-partisan interfaith group, we cannot ignore a 
prophetic word when we see it. Recently, Warren was the speaker at the Union of Reform Judaism/Women of Reform 
Judaism Biennial Convention in Boston. Among other things, she said: “Our power is not a battery that is drained with 
use; it is like a muscle that gets stronger the more we use it.” Nevertheless, we persist. 

 The Rev. Dr. Richard S. Gilbert, IINYS President 

WORDS FROM BISHOP PRINCE SINGH FROM THEGRCC FAITH IN ACTION NETWORK ANNUAL MEETING 

What is the mission of the Church? 

The mission of the Church is to restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ. I am sure our various 

churches have some similar teaching on the purpose of our churches of various shades. 

I recently read a popular piece of wisdom on WhatsApp: “Once upon a time, when Windows was just a square hole 

in a room and applications was something written on paper. When Keyboard was a Piano and Mouse just an animal. 

When File was important office material. When Cut was done with knife and Paste with glue. When Web was a spider’s 

home and Virus was flue. When Apple and Blackberry were just fruits…. That’s when we had a lot of time for family 

and friends.”  

Without pining for a broad brush “good old days,” which they were not for everyone, we are dealing with some of the 

steady decline of civil and good behavior practices and hence the loss of muscle memory for healthy models of such 

interaction. Life today is measured and valued by Likes more than by the practices of building character. The trust 

deficit within our institutions be it home, church or government impacts our actions at both the micro and macrocosm. 

Churches and places of faith are increasingly seen as out of touch, polarizing and often fostering hate. Mainstream 

religious expressions are mostly seen as out of touch at best and innocuous at worst. It is time to go back to our role 

of building persons and cultures of character.  

The Feast of the Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ (Jan 1) is quickly followed by the Feast of the Epiphany (Jan 

6)! Both are equally significant in that they encapsulate the Why—because Jesus saves us from ourselves—and the 

What—and that is why we invite, not convert, others to follow the Jesus Way or join the Jesus Movement. The star of 

our life, as the familiar song reminds us, is Jesus who calls us:  

 to relationship with God, each other and all creation,  

 to do our part as stewards of all the resources entrusted to us, and  

 to lead and follow in the Jesus Way. 
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To follow Jesus is not possible without some degree of commitment and intention because tensions exist between 

interpretations of us and them, church and state, chaotic community and beloved community. Let me share a few of 

my intentions for your consideration on the Feast of the Epiphany at the beginning of the year. 

Here are ten specific ways we can all strive to follow Jesus: 

1. Strive to be joyful. Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence 

with a song (Psalm 100), is an invitation for every believer to choose and embrace joy in Christ as a way of life. 

A step in this direction is to see the face of Jesus in someone else and cherish the goodness in them. 

2. Strive to be kind, for everyone is fighting a hard battle. Our personal struggles may seem insurmountable at any 

given moment, and it is very possible to justify our own sense of self-pity that leads to self-loathing that often 

leads to being indifferent, oblivious or cynical of others and sometimes everything. I have often thought that 

there are those who see life as a glass half full, those who see it as half empty and then, there are those who 

go “What glass?” It is possible to let bitterness dissipate our deepest sense of joy and wonder. You can break 

that trend today and step by step get out of the place you have allowed to be created. A place called oblivion or 

nothingness, where nothing exists. This moment is all we are guaranteed. Let’s make it count creatively. 

3. Strive to be curious. The Magi, kings or Wise Men were. That is what started them on their journey following the 

star, discerning a path to the Palace, recalculating their path to the stable in Bethlehem and then disobeying a 

king by returning to their place or places of origin by another path. Curiosity, to me, does not mean distraction 

to the next bright object, but rather a sense of steadiness in creatively pursuing goodness with clarity. 

4. Strive to be courageous. Mary was, Joseph was, and the shepherds were. In an age of normalized rage and 

hatred in so many quarters of our common life it is easy to succumb to the temptation to be consumed by rage. 

The Christian invitation is for us to be people of courage who question authority when power is really abused 

and sexual and other kinds of bullying is tolerated. In our context, the Dreamers and other vulnerable people 

need courageous supporters today. Let’s be courageous. 

5. Strive to be forgiving. None of us is perfect and we are all better when we are more aware than merely right. 

6. Strive to be still. I find stillness to be the locus of gratitude. So much of the world around us is reactive and often 

in unhelpful ways. Make room for silence as the regular space of invocation of that which is good, wise and just. 

7. Strive to be easy on yourself. You are not the center of the universe and while each of us has to be an agent of 

positive change we don’t need to take ourselves too seriously. Laugh a lot and especially at yourself, it is a good 

antidote to fear. 

8. Strive to be content with experiences, people or other things. All of life is quite remarkable. When we obsessively 

compare one experience with another to establish which was better we tend to make some parts of life more 

significant than others. I like to think that all of life is meaningful; the good times, the mundane times and the 

bad times. When we compare and grade experiences as better or worse than, we tend to limit the nuances of 

life’s opportunities and lessons; inadvertently reinforcing dualistic ways of knowing as pure and impure. I have 

learned much from the rough times and have practiced trusting more from the easy times of life; all of life 

transforms us. We do not classify or compare ourselves with some of those who commend themselves—2 

Corinthians 10: 12, and Godliness with contentment is great gain—1 Timothy 6:6. 

9. Strive to empower others to be their best self.  

10. Strive to be humble. We are a work in progress. 

We have an ecumenical community with diverse expressions of how to be a loving incarnational community. We have 

to do our own work to revision and communicate relevantly into this changing world. Mainline churches are declining 

only when we have accepted that line of thinking to be the norm and have stopped paying attention. We all have to 

do our self-evaluation, make tough decisions about our resourcing of what is important. With such diligence there will 

be vital congregations and thus a vital ecumenical body. In a season of normalized chaos and anger across many 

aspects of life, we are called to be voices of grace, character, creativity and sanity. Anthony De Mello tells the story 

of a man who goes to a newspaper store. The vendor is rude to him, even throws the change on the counter. The 

man nods and walks out of the store. His accompanying friend ask him why he puts up with that kind of behavior to 

which the man replied, “I don’t want him to decide how I live my life.” We all have work to do to build Beloved 

Community.  In the words of Dr. King who put it simply and profoundly, “If you cannot fly run, if you cannot run walk, 

if you cannot walk crawl, but by all means keep moving.” Thank you. 

 

  


