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DEADLINE FOR NEXT NEWS IS
APRIL 26, 2017
CHURCH CALENDAR: To see the most up-to-date
calendar of church events please visit
www.lakeavebaptist.org .

Lake Avenue Baptist Church
E-MAIL:
lakeavebaptistchurchoffice@gmail.com

OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Friday
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
10:00 am: Worship for all, Sunday School
Children & Youth (Communion first Sunday
of the month)
11:15 am: Fellowship
11:45 am: Adult Education
12:00 pm: Karen Worship
Myanmar Worship
CHURCH MODERATOR
Tom Argust
CHURCH STAFF
Senior Pastor
Michael Ford
Associate Pastor
Debbie Bennett Reynolds
Music Educator, Chancel Choir Director
and Organist
Lee Foster
Gospel Spirits Director and Pianist
Isobel Davies
Refugee Coordinator
Hkadin Lee
Rochester Karen Baptist Church
Day Chit, Lay Pastor

Sunday, April 2, 2017: 10:00 am: Worship & Communion for all; Sunday
School for Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship; 11:45 am: Adult
Education, Conference Room; 12:00 pm: Karen Worship, Sanctuary and
Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary
Sunday, April 9, 2017: 10:00 am: Worship for all;
Sunday School for Children and Youth; 11:15 am:
Fellowship; 11:45 am: Adult Education, Conference
Room; 12:00 pm: Karen Worship, Sanctuary and
Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary
PASSION WEEK DRAMA: We will remember the events of Holy Week
during Sunday School with our elementary age children. Beginning with the
procession of palms in worship, we will continue with a dramatic reenactment of the Last Supper, tell the story of Jesus’ death, and celebrate
resurrection at the empty tomb. This special time is always a very
meaningful experience for our children.
April 13, 2017, 6:00 pm: We will
gather in the social hall for a simple
meal in memory of the last supper of
Jesus with his disciples. This will be
followed by a service of worship and communion. We hope you will be able
to make it.
GOOD FRIDAY
TENEBRAE
SERVICE

Myanmar Christian Fellowship
Simon Kui, Lay Pastor

April 14, 2017, 7:00 pm: We gather to
pray and reflect on the final hours of
Christ's life, his passion, and death on
the cross. The service will be held in
partial darkness with scripture readings
and contemplative music provided by
Lee Foster and the chancel choir.

Office Manager
Ken Setera
Custodial Services
Lloyd Cuyler

April 16, 2017: 10:00 am: Worship for all; Sunday School for Children and
Youth
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EASTER EGG HUNT: At the end of Sunday School time we will have an Easter Egg Hunt for all our children. If
you are willing to donate baskets or filled plastic eggs, please contact Pastor Debbie B Reynolds.
EASTER BRUNCH: After our 10 a.m. Easter worship service, we will celebrate together with an Easter Brunch.
Individuals are asked to bring baked goods (bagels, muffins, hot cross buns, Easter breads), hard boiled eggs, and
breakfast casseroles. Fruit is being provided by the Myanmar Fellowship, and the Karen Church is bringing noodles.
Hot and cold drinks will be provided. Please sign up with Khatom Sorrels if you can help with set up, serving, and/or
clean up.
Sunday, April 23, 2017: 10:00 am: Worship for all; Guest Preacher, Rev. Wendy DeMott Fambro: Sunday School
for Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship; 11:45 am: Adult Education, Conference Room; 12:00 pm: Karen
Worship, Sanctuary and Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary
Sunday, April 30, 2017: 10:00 am: Worship for all; Sunday School for Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship;
11:45 am: Adult Education, Conference Room; 12:00 pm: Karen Worship, Sanctuary and Myanmar Worship,
Downstairs Sanctuary

April 2:

Care for the Earth: Environmental Stewardship. Join us for part two of this class.

April 9:

A Palm Sunday Bible Study

April 16:

Easter Sunday, No Adult Education

April 23:

Invitation and Welcome: Taking a Look at Ourselves.

April 30:

Partnership Update: Colgate Rochester Crozier Divinity School on the Move

On my way home from a very quick afternoon jaunt to Canada, I saw the most wonderful sight. As I passed a local
hotel near the airport I saw the parking lot full of electrical line trucks. They had come from all over the north-east and
Canada to help get power back to the homes and businesses all over the Rochester area that had been affected by
the recent wind storm. I felt a smile creep over my face as I thought “this is what humanity is really all about.” We
spend so much time focusing on what keeps us apart, and the things that we disagree about, and here was a perfect
example of people recognizing a need and coming together to help respond to that need.
I’m pretty sure that when the call went out for help there wasn’t a lot of “well I wonder what political party these people
belong to?” Or, “I wonder what their views on immigration are?” I would be willing to argue that none of those types of
questions arose. Rather, I would suggest the conversation went something like this.
“We need your assistance. We have had a brutal wind storm and do not have enough trucks or personnel to get the
repairs done on our own. Could you help?”
“Sure, we will send trucks and people to help as long as you need us.”
It’s remarkable how when a need arises people can come together, isn’t it.
Think for a moment about all of the other needs in our community, and in communities all around our nation and the
world. Day in and day out people are issuing the calls for help. Some of them are clear and concise … “we need your
help.” Other times they are less direct, and yet we see images of those in need, or know of the situations that are
perhaps less visible and yet certainly do exist. And what do we often do?
Well sometimes we pretend the needs don’t exist. Other times we hope someone else will take care of them. And
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still, there are instances where we let our other biases get in the way, perhaps we assume that people have made
decisions that have got them into these tough situations, or that it’s because of one thing or another.
Imagine if each time we hear of a need we spend less time thinking about how we can get out of helping and more
time thinking about what we have to offer. We as a church cannot do all things. We cannot help all people. But we
can have some small impact, and we can lead others into reimagining how we can be community.
The needs are great. The people are many. Will we say “yes?” And like those lines people bringing light to our city
streets, how can our help bring the light of Christ into the dark places of world. How can we be that city on the hill with
the light of God shining brightly through us?
Blessings,

A Note from Debbie
Dear Friends,
As we move through Lent, I find myself anticipating Holy Week in a special way this year. The two Adult Education
sessions where we spent time talking about Palm Sunday and Easter worship and studying the Bible passages
together helped me begin preparing. Although as Baptists our worship is not usually dramatic, Holy Week invites us
to enter in to the story of this last week of Jesus’ life and ministry. As we are able to do that, the meaning of Christ’s
life, death and resurrection becomes more real and personal for our lives. As always, I encourage you - if you
possibly can - to be a part of our Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Tenebrae worship Services. Your experience
of the week and your celebration of Easter Sunday will be much deeper if you can.
I also hope you can make time to read the account of this week in one or more of the gospels and meditate on its
significance for your life. Think about what “shimmers” for you in the story. What stands out in a new way? What do
you find yourself needing to savor and contemplate? Is there anything that calls you to live in different ways?
As we move through these last days of Lent, let us be open to the ways God is moving in our lives.
Blessings,

OUR LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS

If you haven't made it to the Wednesday soup suppers
you still have time to do so! The final Wednesday
evening Lenten Soup Suppers will take place on March
29 and April 5 at 6:00 pm in the social hall. The meal
will be followed by a time of prayerful discussion and
sharing. We hope you can make it!

Christian Faith and LGBT
Experience
Attorney and LGBT human rights advocate Maurice
Tomlinson, Esq., will speak on “When Faith Kills: A Report
from the LGBTQI Jamaican Front Lines.” This lecture is part
of the semi-annual series “Christian Faith and LGBT
Experience” of which LABC is a co-sponsoring church. Part
of the Spring Lecture and Reunion week at Colgate
Rochester Crozier Divinity School, his lecture will be at 7:00
p.m. on April 20 at the School and is open to the
public. Although currently a senior policy analyst with the
Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network, Tomlinson is a native
of Jamaica and serves as counsel to challenge anti-gay
laws in the Caribbean. In 2012, he received the inaugural
David Kato Vision and Voices Award which recognizes
individuals who defend human rights and the dignity of
LGBTI people around the world.
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SPOTLIGHT ON MISSION

Toss a pebble into a

by Larry Witmer on behalf of the
LABC Mission Ministry

pond and you never

THE JUDICIAL PROCESS
COMMISSION (JPC)

ripples will travel…

When you see “Judicial Process Commission,” you
probably expect it to be a government agency.
Actually, it was established in Rochester 45 years ago
as a shared ministry among nine Christian
denominations which had recently formed the
Genesee Ecumenical Ministries (GEM).
The impetus for this cooperative church effort in
Rochester in 1971 was an escalating spiral of serious
incidents relating to race relations, the courts and jails,
and city police. These were not new concerns. Anger
and frustration about conditions of racial minorities had
led in 1964 to what became known as “Rochester’s
Race Riot.” The churches together decided their first
priority had to focus on injustices in the criminal justice
system.
JPC was established to mobilize the
churches, and the wider community, to work with
governmental agencies to help bring needed change.
Over the years, as local needs, priorities, and
resources have changed, JPC has evolved and varied
its focus for change in the criminal justice system. In
broad terms, JPC currently serves to help create a nonviolent community with “true justice and equality for all.”
Its mission has two foci. First, to assist people who
have been incarcerated make a positive reentry into
the community. Secondly, to advocate with various
governmental agencies for legislation, policies, and
programs that will support the efforts of people affected
by the criminal justice system to achieve their fullest
human potential.
JPC operates with a small staff and many volunteers.
It no longer receives major financial support from
churches, but cobbles together its budget requirements
from foundations, government grants, community
organizations, and individuals.
LABC has provided financial support of JPC since its
beginning; our 2017 budget provides a contribution of
$200. Several LABC volunteers gave exceptional
leadership to JPC in its early years.
For additional information, find the JPC web site at:
www.rocjpc.org.

know how far the
This thought came to me in a recent serendipitous moment:
At last month’s funeral for Barbara Alston, I had the
pleasure of chatting with several women whose daughters
had attended our afterschool Girls’ Group in the 1990s.
One of the daughters soon joined the conversation, and
was pleased to know that there were scrapbooks
documenting 10 years of events. After pouring over the
photo collection for many minutes, she came with tears in
her eyes, and expressions of gratitude for that ministry. She
even used her phone to take pictures of photos in the book,
happily recalling the many women who volunteered in that
program!
I am glad to report that this young women is a Senior at
Brockport State, is currently doing her student teaching,
and has expressed a desire to help at LABC’s afterschool
tutoring program on Mondays.
When we carry out our mission and ministry, we may have
absolutely no idea of its effect in the long-term scheme of
things. But we do it anyway.
Jane Grant

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
●In Memoriam: We extend our deepest sympathy to Rex
and Diane Moorman White and their family as they mourn
the passing of Diane's mother and LABC church member
Anna Moorman. Anna passed away on March 6, 2017,
five days shy of her 99th birthday.
●In Memoriam: We remember Chrystal Jean Conrad
who passed away on Monday, March 27 at 8:00 pm at the
age of 96. Calling hours will be from 2 to 5 pm on Friday,
March 31 at Mercy Mother House, 1437 Blossom Road. A
funeral service will be held at 9:30 am on Saturday, April 1
at the Mother House.
●We extend our sympathy to Ken Dodgson and his family
as they mourn the passing of his wife Sally Dodgson on
March 6, 2017. Both Ken and Sally have been very
supportive friends of Lake Avenue Baptist Church.
●We extend our healing prayers to Craig Muckle following
recent surgery and some medical complications. He is
recuperating at home. Craig is also celebrating 5 months
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clean. Please continue to pray for him as he struggles
with addiction issues.
●THANK YOU! "Dear Women of LABC: Thank you
so much for the gift of a small lap blanket from you.
Thank you so much for remembering me though I have
moved away. I am so glad that good things are
happening at LABC. I will keep you and remember you
in my prayers. May the love of God be with you all.
Paw Ne".

LABC has participated in the MEEK ministry for many years,
providing funds, food, volunteers, and board members. Our
support continues when, on the last Sunday of each month,
members and friends are encouraged to bring to worship a
gift of food to be distributed through MEEK. Donations
cannot include perishables, items needing refrigeration, or
food in glass jars. But, a wide range of food sold in cans
and boxes will be most welcome!
Gifts of cash also are welcome. They help MEEK purchase
food items in short supply from donations, or which are
required for people on special diets. Checks or cash can be
donated through LABC, just be sure to note on your check
or envelope that the gift is intended for MEEK.
For more information about donations and about
emergency assistance, please call MEEK at: 458-4682.
The next MEEK Sunday will be Sunday, April 30.

Lake

Avenue

Baptist

Church Recital Series &
Other Musical Events
●The Women's and Older Girls Green Lunch
attendees, March 18, 2017.

YOUTH TUTORING UPDATE
We average 15-18 students from grades 6-12 on
Monday afternoons, 4:30 – 6:00 p.m. We help with
homework and play games to challenge our brains.
We’ve been blessed this semester with several new
tutors who are good at math and science which has
been a big help. We are always open to new students
and to new tutors, so join us if you can!

EMERGENCY HELP FOR
NEIGHBORHOOD FAMILIES.
Some families in our neighborhood barely have
enough income to provide for their everyday needs. So
when something unexpected happens - perhaps loss
of job, an auto accident, or illness - money to buy food
often becomes in short supply. What they need in such
emergencies is a helping hand from neighbors. The
"Maplewood Edgerton Emergency Kupboard” (MEEK)
offers a way for caring neighbors to donate food that is
then
passed
along
to
those
needing
temporary assistance.

Our alto section leader, Migle Zaliukaite, will perform as
the stepmother in The Massenet opera Cendrillon
(Cinderella) on Friday, April 7 at 7:30 pm and on Sunday,
April 9 at 2:00 pm at the Eastman Theater's Kodak Hall.
Tickets are $25.00 to $35.00 and may be purchased at the
Eastman Box Office 433 East Main St. or by calling 2743000.
We are pleased to announce another recital in our
ongoing recital series at LABC. Ekaterina Gorlova, our
wonderful soprano soloist, will be performing with lutenist
Daniel Guerola on Saturday evening, April 15 at 7:30 pm.
This performance is part of the Pegasus early music
programs. Following the recital, please stay for a reception
hosted by the performers.
We also invite you to a special recital a week later on
Sunday April 23 at 3:00 pm. It will be a performance of a
horn trio by Johannes Brahms and will be accompanied
once again on piano by Ben Escobar (our bass section
leader). Children are invited to attend and will be taught by
the instrumentalists about the instruments they are playing.
Mark your calendars for this upcoming special free event.
Migle Zaliukaite will be performing her senior recital at
Eastman School of Music on Friday, May 5 at 7:30 pm.
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The Invitation and
Welcome Committee
is
planning
a
community dinner for
Thursday, April 27th.
It will be from 5:00
pm to 6:30 pm and
we will be serving chili. We need people to help
make chili and we ask that anyone who does to
please use the recipe that I will provide. (We want
every pot to be the same so that the meal remains
consistent throughout the course of the evening.) I can
be reached at (585) 645-2814 or by email at
aytm@aol.com. The mission ministry is co-sponsoring
this dinner and there are talks of restarting the monthly
community dinners with help from our neighbors.
We are also seeking to fill the seat on the committee
being vacated by Julie Carter as we wish her well on
her upcoming move to North Carolina. Invitation and
Welcome meets on the 4th Monday of the month at
7:30 and as it says on the door, "All are welcome!"
Please contact me if you are interested in joining our
group.
In Service, Chuck Theis
Calling all women, young
ladies, and older girls! Join
us on Saturday, May 13th,
1-3 p.m. for a time of food
and fellowship together.
(Note the date change from
an earlier announcement.)
Please bring finger foods,
snacks and treats to share.
We will provide all kinds of teas from around the world
and again enjoy Jackie Sullivan’s wonderful collection
of tea pots and cups. You are welcome to bring your
own tea pots or cups to add to the party.

NEWS FROM OUR LARGER
COMMUNITY:
●FREE ROCHESTER PHILHARMONIC CONCERTS
will take place 7:30 pm on April 4 at the Edgerton
Recreation Center on 41 Backus Street; 7:30 pm April
5 at the Gantt Rec. Center, 700 North Street and at
7:30 pm April 6 at Greece Baptist Church, 1230 Long
Pond Road. The concert will feature music by

Wagner, Sibelius, and Strauss as well as movie music from
Harry Potter and E.T, the Extra-terrestrial.
●SAVE THE DATE: No One Is Alone Cabaret: Join us
for an evening of music and song to benefit Mary's Place
Refugee Outreach on Friday, April 21, 2017 from 7:00 to
9:00 pm. This special event will take place at the York
Wellness and Rehabilitation Institute, Nazareth College,
4245 East Ave., Pittsford NY. Tickets will be sold at the
door: Adults - $20.00 and Students - $5.00. For more
information please see www.marysplaceoutreach.org or
email: cbickett@dor.org.
●The Metro Justice Annual dinner will take place at
Temple B'rith Kodesh, 2131 Elmwood Ave. on Sunday,
My 7 2017. The keynote speaker will be Brenda White Bull
water protector activist and senior member of the Standing
Rock Sioux. Tickets are $65.00 for dinner and the reception
beginning at 5:00; $40.00 for the dinner and program,
$20.00 for student and limited income, and $5.00 for
children under 12. In addition to the dinner and the special
guest speaker, there will be a silent service auction as well
as a themed basket raffle. We are inviting you to donate
services such as tutoring, teaching someone how to paint,
yardwork, or a thematic gift baskets. Offering services and
baskets will provide additional funds to further social justice.
If interested in attending the dinner or providing a service or
basket, please contact Metro Justice for information at 585397-3540 or email: action@metrojustice.org.
●The 9th Annual Good Friday Cross Walk, sponsored
by GRCC Faith in Action Network: Rekindling Hearts of
Hope for the Homeless and Downtrodden. The walk
takes place on Friday, April 14 and will begin with a short
prayer service at 8:45 am at St. Mary's Church in downtown
Rochester. The walk will begin at approximately 9:00 am
and will proceed for 1 1/2 miles through the heart of the city
with youth carrying the symbolic wooden cross. There will
be 7 stops on the pilgrimage, one for each of the Seven Last
Words of Christ. All are welcome to attend this walk. For
further information please contact Rev. Alan Dailey at 2542570, Denise Yarbrough at 275-8422 or Susan Howard at
271-7240.
●Interfaith Bible Study: The next session in this series
will take place on Wednesday, April 19 from 12 noon to
1 pm at the Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester,
441 East Ave. Rochester, NY. The subject will be the
Tower of Babel, Genesis 11: 1-9 with guest speakers Rev.
Denise Yarbrough of the University of Rochester and Rabbi
Alan Katz of Temple Sinai. This event is free and open to
the public
●First Inversion Choral Ensemble under the direction of
Lee Wright will perform Turkish Love Songs and Other
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Romantic Rarities by Rheinberger, Herzogenberg,
and Elgar at Downtown United Presbyterian Church on
Friday, March 31 at 7:30 pm and Sunday, April 2 at
4:00 pm. Tickets are $20.00 for adults and $10.00 for
students.
●MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. NATIONAL DAY OF
ACTION In the spirit of Dr. King's Legacy, the Coalition
of Black Trade Unionists and Metro Justice present: A
Day of Action in Rochester for Economic and Racial
Justice!

years of anti-union policies, has had on black and brown
people in this country.
We ask the Rochester community and other allies to stand
up together and fight back against racism and demand an
end to poverty wages.
WHAT: March for Racial and Economic Justice
followed by townhall discussion.
WHERE: Gather at Wilson Foundation Academy (200
Genesee St)
WHEN: Tuesday, April 4th, 4:30pm

The struggles for economic and racial justice have
common cause in fighting the disastrous toll that 400
years of slavery and segregation, combined with 40
************************************************************************************************************************************

Lily Order for Easter Sunday
As on past Easter Sundays, the front of the Sanctuary will be decorated with lilies. The cost per
plant is $8.00 per 6” pot. Orders and payment for the lilies should be received no later than
Tuesday, April 11, 2017. Your order form plus payment may be placed in the offering plate on
Sunday mornings or mailed directly to the church office.

Number of Lilies: __________
Please indicate with a check mark “in Memory of” or “in Honor of”:
In ____Memory Of

____ Honor Of:

Name_____________________________________________________________________________________

From: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Please make check out to Lake Avenue Baptist Church and indicate “Lily Order” in the memo of the check.
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