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Lake Avenue Baptist Church, 72 Ambrose Street, Rochester, NY 14608 

www.lakeavebaptist.org; Phone: 585-458-5765 Fax: 585-458-5766 

 

Sunday, June 3, 2018, 10:00 am: Worship and Communion for all; Sunday 

School for Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 

12:30 pm: Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary   

Sunday, June 10, 2018, Children's and Youth's Sunday: 10:00 am: 

Worship for all; The Youth and children's Sunday school classes will be 

participating together during worship. The highlights will be a skit involving 

the Bible story of Martha and Mary in Luke 10:38-42 and a dance with Alison 

Jameson directing that will involve most ages of the Sunday school 

participants;  11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 12:30 pm:  Myanmar 

Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary  

Sunday, June 17, 2018, Father's Day, the Strawberry Social and Annual 

Congregational Meeting; The One Great Hour of Sharing Offering will 

be received; 10:00 am: Worship for all and Congregational Meeting during 

worship; Sunday School for Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Strawberry 

Social, Social Hall; 12:30 pm:  Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary 

Sunday, June 24, 2018:  10:00 am: Worship for all; Sunday School for 

Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 12:30 pm: 

Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary 

Sunday, July 1, 2018: Baby Blessing Sunday! 10:00 am: Worship and 

Communion Sunday School for Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship 

Time, Social Hall; 12:30 pm: Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary 

OUR ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING:  On Sunday June 17 

immediately following the 10:00 a.m. worship service, we will have a short 

congregational meeting. This meeting is the second of two annual meetings 

we hold each year. The first, held in January, is for financial matters. The 

second, held on June 17th this year, is for the voting of our church council 

and distribution of our Annual Reports. Each year there will be an 

opportunity for people to vote on those slate of officers who will serve our 

congregation in a variety of leadership roles. This year we have solicited 

volunteers for these roles, and are currently compiling the list of names to 

bring before you for the positions that are coming vacant this term. Please 

plan to join us for this important congregational meeting. It is in these kinds 

of meetings that we live into our Baptist life, exercising our congregational 

style of leadership. We need everyone there! Join us! 

NOTE TO ALL MINISTRY CHAIRS, COMMITTEE CHAIRS, AND STAFF: 

Your annual reports are due on Wednesday, June 9, 2018.  Your attention  
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Custodial Services  

Lloyd Cuyler 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR:  To see the most up-to-date 
calendar of church events please visit 

www.lakeavebaptist.org .   

 

mailto:lakeavebaptistoffice@gmail.com
http://www.lakeavebaptist.org/


2 

 

to this is important in order to provide enough time to prepare the final document. 

YOUR PASTOR'S LETTER 

No matter how hard we may try, we cannot do it alone. The “it” in this sentence is for ministry. No matter how hard 

many churches may try, it only takes time to discover that they cannot do ministry alone. And if they can, it most often 

lasts for only a short period of time. Ministry is simply too big to be done by one church, synagogue, mosque, gurdwara, 

or other community of faith. Many of these groups discover that to be most effective, to be most engaged, to be most 

transformative, they need to work with others to bring about real and lasting transformation in their communities and 

beyond. 

One of the things that attracted me to LABC was, and is, our willingness to partner with others for mission. This occurs 

on many levels. We live into our Baptist value of the associational principle. We work with other churches who are 

part of what we call a “region” to offer support and partnership in areas where we simply could not do it alone (or do 

it as well alone). Our region, called the Rochester Genesee Region of American Baptist Churches, is a voluntary 

partnership of a number of local and non-geographical churches who work together for support, mission, prayer, and 

partnership on a variety of issues. Our Executive Minister is currently Alan Newton (who is retiring shortly) and who 

works to help support churches and clergy on a variety of issues and needs. This is the associational principle in 

action. 

On other levels, we are part of American Baptist Churches USA, Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America, 

Association of Welcoming and Affirming Baptists, World Council of Churches, and others. These are all groups that 

reflect various values we as a church hold, and allow us to partner on issues large and small to make a difference in 

our community, our nation, and around our world. 

On a smaller yet equally important scale, we work with an educational institution in Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity 

School (CRCDS). They help train our future pastors, and offer ongoing educational opportunities for clergy in our 

region and community. Their role is education, and they do it very well. We do not ourselves offer formal training for 

clergy, and so we partner with groups that offer such education and support it with our time, talents, and treasures. 

Again, it not about us as a church doing everything ourselves, but working with others who do these things so well.  

Locally, one of our closest partnerships is with Cameron Community Ministries (CCM). You have heard me speak of 

CCM repeatedly. It is a neighborhood ministry that serves food, offers clothing, provides educational and social 

support to our neighborhood, and has a long and deeply rooted past in LABC. We work with this specific ministry 

because they do very important work. It is invaluable for the staff to have a ministry like this in our neighborhood that 

we can refer people to and so we do not need to “recreate the wheel” for services. 

LABC has a long history of living into the value that “we cannot do it (ministry) alone.” However, rather than bemoan 

the fact that we are not doing everything ourselves, we have a deeply rooted history of connecting with others who 

we can work with to help serve the local, regional, national, and in some cases international communities. This is a 

value of LABC that has deep roots and which continues to be fostered through our current partnerships. 

When you look at our annual report, I encourage you not to simply look at the mission budget and see groups that 

represent lines on a leger sheet. I encourage you to ask yourselves, “what values do I see lived out in these various 

ministries that are reflected by our intentional partnerships with these groups?” Each group we partner with is a 

reflection of a value that we hold. It is a reflection of who we are as a church. I further encourage you to ask “how can 

I help out with these ministries?” If you have a passion for service in a specific area that you do not see manifest in 

the immediate LABC church context, it may well be because we have shared those opportunities with some of these 

other groups who we work with closely. For instance, do you want to help with the needs of food scarcity in our 

neighborhood and help pass out food to those in need? You are totally correct that LABC does not have a good 

cupboard itself. That is because we share that ministry with the Maplewood Edgerton Food Kupboard (MEEK) and 

Cameron Community Ministries. There you can engage in this important ministry. Do you want to help with working 

with refugee tutoring? We do some of that at LABC, but we also partner with Mary’s Place and with the local library to 

meet that need. There are almost endless opportunities for you to serve. Just ask! 
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Finally, there are places where we are doing things on our own. And there are opportunities for innovation and 

exploration. I encourage you to be challenged and ask yourselves, “what is on your heart?” Where do you feel called 

to serve? However, don’t just stop there. When you have identified what that may look like, I encourage you to find 

places to use those desires and gifts. They may be at LABC, they may be at some of our partners in ministry, they 

may be in places yet explored. All of those are wonderful opportunities to use the gifts that God has placed in your life 

and the desires for ministry that God has placed in your heart. 

May we continue to be a church that realizes that we cannot do it alone. We need our partners, we need our passions, 

and above all else, we need you. Let’s continue to serve our God together, wherever that may be. 

Blessings, 

 

This spring we are pleased to share that Rev. Simon Aung Kui, Pastor of Rochester Myanmar Christian Fellowship at 
LABC, will be assisting me and our church leadership to develop deeper relationships between our broader church 
community and our Burmese community. 

One of the challenges that I have felt over the years are communication challenges when providing pastoral care and 
support to our Burmese members. Pastor Simon will be assisting me in visits, and together we will be working to 
develop deeper relationships and understanding between our broader church leadership (the Church Council) and 
our Myanmar leadership.  

At his request, Pastor Simon has asked to have more experiences in leading worship in the English language. In 
response to this request, he will be helping lead worship and occasionally preaching, with both me present and, during 
the month of June when I am away, in my absence.  

We are excited to have Pastor Simon continuing to learn, and to teach, as part of the LABC community! 

 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR MODERATOR 

Dear Friends, 

Recently I have had multiple people at work ask me if I was glad that I had stepped down as associate dean and then 

ask what I was doing now.  This has given me the opportunity to share that I had taken on the role of moderator at my 

church and then I have the chance to briefly describe LABC to them. 

When people have the chance to describe a project, activity or institution to someone in one or two minutes it is 

referred to as an “elevator speech”.  Think of trying to describe something important to you in the time it takes to ride 

the elevator a few floors with another person.  At RIT we coach students to give a good elevator speech about their 

research or their career goals.  We encourage faculty to have elevator speeches ready to describe their research and 

teaching.  Using an elevator speech is a great way to be an effective ambassador for a project or place you care 

deeply about. 

What kind of elevator speech would you give to someone about our church?  What would be the most important things 

that you would want them to know?  What are the best things about LABC from your perspective?  I always describe 

how wonderful and challenging it is to lead such an amazingly diverse congregation.  I talk about our members coming 

from many countries but also those with long histories at LABC like mine.  I talk about feeling that we are always 

seeking to hear what God is calling us to do and how exciting that is.  Finally, I talk about loving to give back to the 

congregation that has loved and supported my family and me.   

So…what would be in your elevator speech about LABC?  As I tell my students, thinking about this, practicing it, and 

having it ready to go means that you will be comfortable talking about it whenever the opportunity occurs.  I encourage 

each of you to have your own LABC elevator speech ready to go and I hope you will practice yours on me.  I would 

love to hear them all! 

Yours in Christ,  Laura  
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BPFNA (Baptist Peace 
Fellowship of North 

America) 2018 Summer 

Conference will take place 

from July 2 to 7 at Keuka 

College, Keuka Park, NY.  
The conference is entitled "Decentering Power and 
Privilege, Becoming a Peculiar People" The schedule is:   

Monday:   Unity vs. Uniformity 
Tuesday:   No Limits, No Boundaries, No One Left 
  Out. 
Wednesday:  Decolonizing the Americas 
Thursday:   I'm Coming Out 
Friday:   Let's Go Back to the Water 
Saturday:   What You Gonna Do When You Get Out 
  of Jail. 

If you are interested in creating a change, we invite you 
to join us this year at Keuka College as we seek to 
decenter power and privilege to become the peculiar 
people of God.   

The cost of the conference is:  Adults (19 or older), a 
sliding scale - $425.00 or $325.00 or $225.00.  Children 
and Youth (3-18) - $75.00; Children 2 and under - Free.  

(Important: We also have been given a number of 

tickets for free registration for first time attendees.  

Please speak to Michael if you are interested.)  

Note:  If the lowest level is still a hardship you may email 
BPFNA to explain your situation and the time or energy 
you may have for volunteer activity at the conference.  
We are open to waiving registration fees in exchange for 
volunteer help.   

Housing and meal costs are separate and are detailed 
on the registration forms.  Registration forms are 
available from the church office. 

The registration deadline for the conference is June 8, 
2018 with a total payment by June 22, 2018.    
 

During the next few weeks 

you will be receiving in the 

mail a letter and envelope 

for the One Great Hour of 

Sharing Offering which we 

will collect on Sunday, June 

17th.  The following is a 

history of this special offering: 

Fifty years ago, during World War II and immediately 
following, Protestant churches made appeals for relief 
and reconstruction. In 1946, Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, 
newly-elected Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, 
set a goal of one million dollars per year for the Presiding 
Bishop’s Fund for World Relief. On nationwide radio, he 
challenged members to raise “one million dollars in one 

hour.” His impassioned challenge worked. During the 
first three years, Episcopalians raised $3.8 million. 

In 1949, church leaders from several denominations 
formed an ad hoc committee to organize an appeal 
aimed at supporting the separate campaigns of 
American churches. While the post-war language seems 
a bit stilted, their joint statement in support of this effort 
is still remarkably contemporary: 
“This nationwide united effort by America’s Christians 
has an importance far beyond the practical goal of fund 
raising. For this great joint program will not only 
strengthen the vitally important relief and rehabilitation 
work of the churches overseas, but will also prove to all 
the world how great is the power generated when 
Christians unite in a common cause.” 

A cast was recruited from among the foremost dramatic 
and musical talent in the United States, including 
Gregory Peck and Ida Lupino, and a script was written 
under the direction of playwright Robert Sherwood. 
President Truman brought greetings. Major networks 
and many independent stations carried the program on 
Saturday, March 26 at 10 p.m., EST. The broadcast, 
called “One Great Hour,” closed with a request that 
listeners attend their local church the following morning 
and make a sacrificial contribution. No exact measure of 
income was possible, but it was estimated that more 
than 75,000 churches participated. 

In 1950, the title “One Great Hour of Sharing” was used 
for the first time. A logo depicting a church steeple clock 
with hands fixed at eleven was also adopted. A series of 
six fifteen-minute radio programs was produced to 
promote the effort, but problems with radio stations 
brought disappointing results. 

The next year, the name of the offering was changed to 
“One Great Time of Sharing.” In 1952, the name was 
changed back to One Great Hour of Sharing, and has 
remained so ever since. By 1954, the announced goal 
for all giving to One Great Hour of Sharing reached eight 
million dollars. 

From the beginning this has been an ecumenical effort. 
As denominations changed and merged, One Great 
Hour of Sharing has varied from eight to twenty-nine 
participating communions. Currently, the One Great 
Hour of Sharing committee officially comprises nine 
Christian denominations: American Baptist Churches 
USA, African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, Church 
of the Brethren, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.), Reformed Church in America, United Church of 
Christ, and Church World Service. The Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) calls the offering Week of 
Compassion. In various ways, all work in cooperation 
with Church World Service, the relief, development and 
refugee assistance arm of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
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At times, One Great Hour of Sharing has been 
coordinated with the Roman Catholic Bishops’ Fund 
Appeal for Overseas Aid and the Jewish Passover 
Appeal. Efforts were made to combine forces to attain 
the endorsement of the Advertising Council. Joint 
approaches were made to editors and program directors 
of radio and television. Free time and space were 
donated. Today, changes in FCC guidelines have all but 
eliminated this promotional opportunity. Yet, the offering 
survives, even thrives, in local congregations. 

The purpose of One Great Hour of Sharing has remained 
the same: to collect special gifts to assist 
those in need. Contributions to One Great Hour of 
Sharing make a difference in the lives of people. Church 
World Service, with overseas partners are often the first 
on the scene following a disaster of natural or human 
origin. The needs of the people are identified and 
priorities are set to bring long-term solutions that will 
improve the quality of life for individuals and 
communities around the world. One Great Hour of 
Sharing, nearly 50 years old, continues to respond to 
needs equally critical as when it was first created. 

 A Note from 

Nurture and Care 
Join us on Sunday, June 17 

for our annual Strawberry 

Social.  As in past years we 

need your help with preparing 

the strawberries on Saturday, 

June 16 and to serve 

strawberries and ice cream as well as clean-up on the 

day of the social.  For those who like strawberries over 

cake, your donations of angel food cakes, pound cakes 

or short cakes would be greatly appreciated.  

This article can be clipped to your 
refrigerator for a reminder! 
 

THE LAST STRAW! 
Plastic drinking straws, though seemingly 

small, are a major source of plastic pollution in our lakes, 
streams, and oceans.  Every day, 500,000,000 are used 
in the U.S.! 

A young woman who recently kayaked down the 
Mississippi River found that plastic bags and straws 
were everywhere.   Both affect the lives of sea turtles 
and other wildlife. 

Here are 4 things you can do: 

1.  If you eat out, request no straws for your water and 

other beverages. 

2.  When a restaurant does not offer straws, compliment 
them for their wise choice 

3.  Be a model for friends and family with the above 
behaviors 

4.  Watch "Straws--the film" on YouTube. 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!   
Over the summer months, as people prepare to take 

time for vacations and other commitments, we are 

looking to fill the role of Usher's and Welcome Center 

Hosts. These important roles serve as the primary 

means of welcoming people to LABC on Sunday 

mornings, and are very significant in our invitation and 

welcome ministry. If you could help out one or two 

Sunday's over the next few months, please let Chuck 

Theis or Pastor Michael know, and we'll draw up a 

schedule to make sure all Sunday's are covered. Thank 

you for being part of this ministry of welcome! 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

●Healing prayers are with Simon Aung Kui as he 

continues to recuperate from a broken leg inflicted during 

a soccer game.   

●Congratulations to all our graduates who graduated 
from post secondary education in May! 

 

LOCAL EVENTS OF INTEREST 

●You are cordially invited to join the Lyell 230 Group, 

a group of residents and organizations who have 

come together to help make long-term 

improvements in the Lyell Ave. area by stemming 

drug and prostitution activity.   

Join us for a Community Forum on Friday, June 1, 2018 

beginning at 8:30 am at Lake Avenue Baptist 

Church.  The agenda:  8;30 am: Registration; 9:00 am: 

Welcome and overview 10:00 am Breakout sessions, 

panel presentations, brainstorming, law enforcement 

approaches, public health approaches, neighborhood 

empowerment approaches; 11:45 am: Report out; 12:15 

am: Adjourn.  At 12:30 pm there will be a special Opioid 

Overdose Training by Trillium Health.   

If you would like to attend this forum please contact City 

Council member Molly Clifford at 428-5982.  Make sure 

to let them know if you will be staying for the 1 hour 

Opioid Overdose Training.   
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THE "MULCHING PARTY", SATURDAY, MAY 19TH 

On behalf of the Resource and Support Committee, a huge thank you goes out to all of the volunteers who helped out 

on our mulching day. Lee Foster spent many hours weeding the gardens beside the church building, and we spread 

many many yards of mulch over those gardens to both keep the weeds down and to make the church grounds look 

good for our neighbors. There were many people who showed up and we appreciate all of their efforts.  

There are still a few yards of mulch to be spread and some weeding that needs to be done. If you are available for 

even an hour or two, please contact the church office and we'd be happy to put you to work! We have a surprisingly 

large church property and together we can make it look its best, and keep it looking that way. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This certificate was received this past April in the church office.   

According to the 2017 records of the American Baptist Churches, 

USA Lake Avenue Baptist Church gave $18,700.00 in United 

Mission support which earned Lake Avenue Baptist Church the 

ranking of number 55 out of almost 5,000 churches in the entire 

denomination!   

 

 

 


