11

LABC NEWS

Lake Avenue Baptist Church, 72 Ambrose Street, Rochester, NY 14608
www.lakeavebaptist.org; Phone: 585-458-5765 Fax: 585-458-5766

FEBRUARY 26, 2018
VOLUME 81, ISSUE 3

DEADLINE FOR NEXT NEWS IS
MARCH 21, 2018
CHURCH CALENDAR: To see the most up-to-date
calendar of church events please visit
www.lakeavebaptist.org .

Lake Avenue Baptist Church
E-MAIL:
lakeavebaptistchurchoffice@gmail.com

OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Friday
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Sunday, March 4, 2018: 10:00 am: Worship and Communion for all,
Sunday School for Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship, Social
Hall; 11:45 am: Adult Education, Conference Room; 12:30 pm: Myanmar
Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
10:00 am: Worship for all, Sunday School
Children & Youth (Communion first Sunday
of the month)
11:15 am: Fellowship
11:45 am: Adult Education
12:00 pm: Myanmar Worship

Sunday, March 11, 2018: DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINSSPRING AHEAD 1 HOUR! 10:00 am: Worship for all; Sunday School
for Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 11:45
am: Adult Education Class, Conference Room; 12:30 pm: Myanmar
Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary

CHURCH MODERATOR
Laura Tubbs
CHURCH STAFF
Senior Pastor
Michael Ford
Music Educator, Chancel Choir Director
and Organist
Lee Foster
Gospel Spirits Director and Pianist
Isobel Davies

Sunday, March 18, 2018: 10:00 am: Worship for all and a special
musical presentation of excerpts from the Rutter Requiem by the Chancel
Choir; Sunday School for Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship,
Social Hall; 11:45 am: Adult Education, Conference Room; 12:30 pm:
Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary
March 25, 2018: 10:00 am: Worship for all;
Sunday School for Children and Youth; 11:15
am: Fellowship, Social Hall; 11:45 am: Adult
Education, Conference Room; 12:30 pm:
Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary

Refugee Coordinator
Hkadin Lee

March 29, 2018: 7:00 pm: We remember
Jesus' Last Supper with his disciples. Join us
for a special Holy Thursday meal and worship
service in the Social Hall.

Director of Youth and Children's Ministry
Austin Pettigrew
Myanmar Christian Fellowship
Simon Kui, Pastor

March 30, 2018: 7:00 pm Join us for a Good
Friday Tenebrae Service as we remember the
passion of Jesus and his crucifixion.

Bonaventure Moulogho
Church Accountant
Office Manager
Ken Setera

April 1, 2018: We hope you will join us for our
Easter Sunday Celebration Service at 10:00
am. As is our tradition, we will be decorating the
front of the church will Easter lilies. (Please see
the Easter Lily Order Form on the last page of
this newsletter.) Also, the wooden cross in the

Custodial Services
Lloyd Cuyler
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front of the sanctuary will be decorated with flowers. Please bring some flowers in on Easter morning for
decorating the cross.
Easter Sunday Brunch: Our 10 am service will be followed by an Easter Sunday Brunch in the social hall. For
the brunch, individuals are asked to donate baked goods (bagels, hot cross buns, Easter breads) hard boiled
eggs and breakfast casseroles. Hot and cold drinks will be available. Fruit will be provided by the Myanmar
Fellowship.
Easter Egg Hunt: During Sunday School time the children will have an Easter Egg Hunt. If you are able, please
bring some plastic Easter eggs filled with your choice of candies and surprises and give them to Austin Pettigrew
prior to our 10 am service (or you can drop them off any time during Lent or on Palm Sunday) so that they can
be hidden around the church grounds on Easter morning.

Join us each Sunday in March at 11:45 a.m. in the conference room as we continue our Lenten Bible Study. We
will focus on the scripture and themes that lead us in the weeks up to Holy Week.

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR MODERATOR
Dear Friends,
A couple of Sunday’s ago, one of our members came up to me and said, “You have a hard job being Moderator!”
They said this with sympathy in their voice. I responded that I wasn’t finding it hard. We then got interrupted and so
the conversation ended. I have been thinking about this comment. At first, I wondered why the person thought that
it was a hard job. Then I wondered why I don’t think that it is a hard job.
I think that God is busy equipping each of us for different roles and tasks in the church and in the world. During my
career, I have had the chance to learn to run meetings, develop agendas, do long range planning, conduct fair and
effective job searches, mentor students and other faculty, work on multiple projects simultaneously, plan and prioritize,
develop and implement policies and much more. All of these experiences have helped to make being your Moderator
an easy and fulfilling task. However, the thing that makes it even easier and incredibly joyful is that God has been
busy equipping all of you too. We have a wonderful group of people on the Church Council who bring their
experiences, wisdom and talents to the church. We have amazing Sunday School teachers full of the gifts of teaching
and nurturing our children and youth. We have people who are faithfully preparing communion, organizing fellowship
events, providing beautiful music for worship, visiting our shut-ins, and making sure that all the bills are paid. This list
could go on and on! In addition, we are blessed with talented, dedicated, thoughtful, loving staff who God has also
equipped to serve. Right now, with Pastor Michal recovering from his surgery and while being in a period with fewer
staff than usual, many of you have stepped forward and offered to help in a wide variety of different ways.
I think God has equipped the members and staff of this church extraordinarily well. I am so grateful for all the ways
that you make my job as Moderator, easy, joyful and incredibly fulfilling. Thank you.
May Christ’s peace be with you,

Laura Tubbs

The lenten season is upon us and many are asking the question, "What are you giving up for lent?" "Are you cutting
sweets, fast food, or meat?" I think a better question to ask is, "How are you living your life?" Is my life reflecting after
that of Jesus. We claim to be followers but what does that look like at home, the workplace, with our families and
friends? Matthew 7:15-20 tells us that people will know if we are followers of Jesus by our fruit--how we live. If you
are using lent as a diet plan, you are doing it wrong. We should all take a look inside ourselves and during this season
re-focus that commitment to following Jesus.
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Cameron Bowling Fundraiser will be Sunday, March 4 at Terrace Gardens on Ridgeway and Mt. Read Start time is 1
pm. Cost is $25 and we will be taking a van from church to Bowling lanes. Let us know if you need a ride.
Once again we will be collecting plastic eggs with candy for the Children's Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday. If you
would like to bring candy for our Easter Egg Hunt please do so and drop it off with me at anytime.
Blessings as we follow the Prince of Peace. Austin Pettigrew
was nice to see so many attending including members
from other churches, including the Rochester Chin
Baptist Church, the Karen Baptist Church, and the
Kachin Church.

NEW LENTEN BANNERS IN
SANCTUARY.
Once again our very talented organist,
chancel choir director and music
educator, Lee Foster, has designed and
made new banners for the season of Lent
which are currently hanging in the
sanctuary. Lee stated the following
regarding these banners:

Secondly, our Birthday Bash on February 7 was quite a
success. We had 12 birthday cakes, one for each of the
12 months of the year. Thank you to all who were willing
to bake and provide the cakes for this event. Also, many
thanks to the Sunday school teachers and kids who
helped to decorate the birthday cakes.

"The purple Lenten banners represent traditional Lenten
themes. Inspired by John 15:5, “I
am the Vine; you are the branches.”
and the Last Supper, the banner on
the left shows a grapevine and a
chalice along with stalks of wheat and
a loaf of bread - the elements of our
communion with God and with each
other.

Now that Lent has begun, our Lenten Soup Suppers are
in full swing. The suppers take place every Wednesday
during Lent at 6 pm with our final supper on Wednesday,
March 21st. You are all invited to attend these suppers
and the time of discussion and prayer that follows.
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! for making coffee and
preparing snacks for our fellowship time as well as,
serving and cleaning up on the third and forth Sundays
of the month (and occasionally on the fifth Sunday when
it occurs.) There is a sign up sheet in the Social Hall. If
you need help in preparing snacks and making coffee
see me (Khatom Sorrels) or Jackie Sullivan.

The banner on the right details a
cross, the emblem of our salvation,
and the palm branches waved by cheering crowds who
welcomed Christ into Jerusalem. The border details the
hand-wrought iron nails of the cross - a reminder of the
Crucifixion."

God bless
Khatom Sorrels

LABC BOOK
CORNER

Thanks to all who made the recent community dinner on
Thursday, February 22 such a successful time of
connecting to various folks in our community. A large
number of neighbors and friends enjoyed the dinner and
an equally large number of LABC folks pitched-in to
prepare and serve the meal, and to do clean-up
duty. We also learned from our guest gardeners,
members of Sacred Heart Cathedral, how a small
committee turned a plot of rubble into the beauty spot on
the corner of Dewey Ave. and Lexington.

by Karen Brokaw
For March, which is Women’s
History Month, I would like to
recommend a book titled The
Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelley. It is classified as a
novel, but is based on the real life story of Caroline
Ferriday. She is a NY socialite who advocates for a
group of Ravensbruck World War II female survivors,
known as The Rabbits. It is set during the years during
and after the war and takes us on a journey for justice
from New York to Germany, Poland and France. This
glimpse of courage and sisterhood in one of the bleakest
times of our history is an inspiration to all to let your light
shine in the darkness. Upon investigating Ms. Ferriday
even further after finishing the book, I found that her
summer home in Bethlehem, Connecticut, is open for
touring. It is called the Bellamy-Ferriday House and
Garden and offers a look at her home and her beloved
garden collection of lilacs, roses, and peonies. I truly

Our next community dinner is scheduled for April
26. We welcome all to attend! There will be a special
invitation to the staff of Cameron Community Ministries,
so we can express our thanks for their work in our
neighborhoods

NURTURE AND CARE MESSAGE
First of all on behalf of the Nurture and Care Committee
I would like to say "thank you" to the Myanmar Christian
Fellowship for providing the traditional meal for the
ordination of Rev Simon Kui on Sunday Jan 7 2018. It
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found Caroline inspiring and now I am ready for a road
trip to Connecticut!!

restoration.
completion.

By the way, in honor of Women's History Month please
take a look at the women's history book display in the
display case in the hall across from the Pastor's office
and the special Women of LABC display in the case
in the Narthex.

This leaves Good Will which was retired in 1938 at
Boyes Springs, CA. By 1958 it was in private hands and
being used as a storage shed. Not unlike the Messenger
of Peace saga, recently the owner of the car passed
away and the adult children are anxious to have it
removed from the property. The good news is that the
newly formed National Museum of American Religion
has undertaken a campaign to save Good Will. Recently
I met in DC with the Museum's Executive Director. They
estimate that the cost to move the car from its current
location is $25,000. A campaign is underway and
inching along toward that goal. Even more recently it
appears that they have located an appropriate place to
store the car until renovation can begin which will of
course, require additional fund raising. The Museum
wants Good Will to be a center piece of their museum
which is focused on the enormous impact that religion
has had on the American culture from its beginnings.

Some time ago I made a presentation to the Adult Forum
on the Chapel Car Ministry of the American Baptist
Education & Publication Society and the American
Baptist Home Mission Societies. The two Societies
between 1893 and 1949 put seven Chapel cars on the
rails. Each car consisted of a sanctuary and missionary
quarters. The railroads would pull the cars to towns
where there were no churches, park them on a siding
and there they would stay until a church was established
usually starting with a Sunday School program. Then
the railroads would pick them up and move them on to
another town. It is estimated that the seven cars
traveled 10 million miles.

The work continues but is nearing

If you have further interest in the restoration of
Messenger of Peace (dedicated in Rochester, NY in
1893) and/or Good Will please let me know.
Blessings,

Garth Brokaw

WORSHIP & MUSIC NOTES

When this form of mission came to an end the fate of the
Chapel cars varied. Evangel was retired in 1925 at
Rawling, WY and by 1954 the Rawlins Baptist Church
had built their educational building around 50 ft. of the
car. Glad Tiding was retired in Flagstaff, AZ in 1928,
used for church and parsonage, dismantled and used in
a new church building in 1932. By 1960 the parts were
given to another church and by 1970 they built a new
building and did not use the parts. Emmanuel was
retired in CO in 1942; by 1972 the car was moved to
Historic Prairie Village in Madison SD, restored and is on
display to this day. Herald of Hope was retired in
Quinwood, WV in 1931. By 1950 it was dismantled
when the coal company that owned it went out of
business. Grace, the last car to be built was retired in
1946 at Orem, UT and moved to the American Baptist
Assembly at Green Lake, WI by the end of that year
where it has been restored, displayed and used for
special worship services.

by Susan Maybeck
Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays,
which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy
Saturday. Lent comes from the Anglo Saxon word
lencten, which means "spring." The forty days
represents the time Jesus spent in the wilderness,
enduring the temptation of Satan and preparing to begin
his ministry.

But there is more to the story. We knew that Messenger
of Peace (the Ladies Car because the American Baptist
Women across the country raised the funds to build it)
was retired in 1949 at Everitt, WA. It was in private
hands and being used as a summer cottage on Puget
Sound in WA. When the owner died his children felt that
it had been so important to their father (who had moved
it twice) that it should be saved. They gave it to the
Northwest Railway Museum in Snoqualmie, WA. For
the past several years the museum has been restoring it
to its original state having spent over half a million on the

Like many Baptists I did not grow up with Lent. That was
for the CathoIics in my community. I do remember a
Maundy Thursday Communion service, which was a
solemn remembrance of the Last Supper. For me, the
focus of Easter was my new hat. I can’t tell you how
shocked my mother was when I told her I wanted my hat
only for Easter. My other Sundays during Lent I would
be hatless!
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But for many years Baptist churches have begun to
incorporate Lent and Holy Week into their community
life. We remember Jesus’ baptism and his temptation.
We walk with him as he journeys to Jerusalem. In Holy
Week we share his last week with a visit to the temple, a
meal with his companions, and lonely praying. Finally
on Good (Godly) Friday we are faced with his torture and
death. Saturday we with his friends, don’t know what will
happen. We are bereft. And then early Easter morning
we hear the Good News.
He has risen.
Jesus has risen indeed!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
●We keep in our prayers Rev. Dr. Michael Ford
following his recent surgery. We pray for his speedy
recovery. May he return to the office sooner than later
in order to help maintain and keep intact what little sanity
our office manager.has currently.
●Our healing prayers are with Jackie Sullivan who is
currently at home recuperating from spinal surgery.
Jackie could use some help around home during her
recuperation. If you can give some assistance please
give her a call at her home number, 368-9003. ●
●Due to complications that resulted from a severe
infection, it was necessary to perform open heart surgery
on Craig Raisner. The 4 hour operation took place on
Tuesday February 20th and was successful. He is
currently recuperating in the general medical ICU on the
8th floor, 1600 suite at Strong Hospital. His mother and
father wish to thank everyone for their prayers and
concern during this difficult time.
● Jose Escobar , our bass section leader, invites you to
his performance with the Empire Film Music Ensemble
at 3:30 pm Thursday, March 22 in Hatch Hall of Eastman
School of Music. Also you are invited to attend his senior

recital at Kilbourn Hall on Saturday, March 31 at 3:30
pm.

LOCAL EVENTS OF INTEREST
●Rochester Gay Men's Chorus Concert, Friday,
March 2, 7:30 pm at First Baptist Church of
Rochester. Join us for a program of wonderful choral
music to celebrate this outstanding choral group as well
as First Baptist's position as a welcoming and affirming
congregation. The concert is free and open to the public.
Donations are gratefully accepted to sustain the concert
series.
●Interfaith Impact of NYS presents "A Better
Prescription for Health Care in NYS" on Sunday,
March 11, from 2:00 to 4:00 pm at the First Unitarian
Church, 220 Winton Road S. Speakers include Harry
Bronson, Rohith Palli and Carol Tegas. A reception will
follow. For more information contact Judy Schwartz at
442-5111.
●Inspire Monroe, Career Pathway Exploration Fair,
Manufacturing,
Health
Care,
Information
Technology, Saturday March 24, from 10 am to 2 pm
at the Hyatt Regency Rochester, 125 East Main
Street. Hands on demonstrations, discussions from
experts in their fields and information on scholarships
and financial aid will be available. Who should attend?
High school juniors and seniors, college students with
undeclared majors, parents, and those who are
underemployed and want to learn more about careers in
advanced manufacturing, health care, and information
technology.
●Save the Date! Career Fair 2018, Wednesday, April
18, 2018, 1:00 to 5:00 pm at the Rochester Riverside
Convention Center, 123 E. Main Street. This event will
match Rochester's best employers with qualified and
experienced applicants. The event is free and no
registration is necessary! To learn more about this event
contact ccservicesreoc@brockport.edu or call (585)
327-4090.

Amanda Tyler, Executive Director of the Baptist Joint
Committee for Religious Liberty visits Rochester.
In celebration of our Bicentennial and 200 years of Baptist presence in Rochester, the First
Baptist Church of Rochester proudly welcomes Amanda Tyler, Executive Director of the Baptist
Joint Committee for Religious Liberty, to Rochester. A commitment to religious liberty for all is
embedded into the DNA of the United States, but it remains as fragile today as it was at the
founding of the nation. Leading the charge in protecting religious liberty in Washington and
around the country is the Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty. Amanda Tyler will help us re-center the
importance of this issue for houses of worship, for individuals, and for the nation as well as updating us on the current
threats to religious liberty and how we can participate in the work of protecting freedom for all people.
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While the BJC has its history and heritage among Baptists, it is committed to protecting the religious liberty of people
all faiths and none. All are invited to join us for this important conversation.
The Community Event will take place on Monday, April 16 6:30pm at First Baptist Church of Rochester, 175 Allens
Creek Rd. There is no cost and no need to register, but we’d love to know you’re coming. So please sign up at
https://www.facebook.com/events/337655049974628/
Amanda Tyler’s Bio
Amanda Tyler is the executive director of the Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty in Washington, D.C. She
leads the organization as it upholds the historic Baptist principle of religious liberty, defending the free exercise of
religion and protecting against its establishment by government.
Tyler often speaks in churches, educational institutions and denominational gatherings, and she provides commentary
on church-state issues to the media. A member of the Texas and U.S. Supreme Court Bar, she has experience
working in Congress, in a private legal practice and serving as a law clerk for a federal judge.
A graduate of Georgetown University and the University of Texas School of Law, Tyler previously served on the staff
of U.S. Rep. Lloyd Doggett.
Tyler grew up hearing about the cherished Baptist principles of religious liberty and the separation of church and state
in her Baptist church in Austin, Texas, and she first sought out the Baptist Joint Committee 20 years ago when she
moved to D.C. to attend college. She first served on the BJC’s staff as assistant to the general counsel from 19992001, which included coordinating the broad coalition in support of the Religious Land Use and Institutionalized
Persons Act.
Tyler became executive director of the BJC in January 2017. A member of First Baptist Church of Washington, D.C.,
she lives in the city with her husband, Robert Behrendt, and their son, Phelps.
General Information on the BJC
Primarily an education and advocacy organization, the Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty is a leading voice
in Washington, D.C., fighting to uphold the historic Baptist principle of religious freedom. It stands guard at the
intersection of church and state, defending the first freedom of the First Amendment by protecting both the free
exercise of religion and defending against its establishment by government.
Composed of representatives of 15 national, state and regional Baptist bodies in the United States and supported by
thousands of churches and individuals across the country, the BJC is the only faith-based agency devoted solely to
religious liberty and the institutional separation of church and state. The organization often combines its efforts with a
wide range of religious and civil liberties groups to provide education about and advocacy for religious liberty.
The BJC fights for religious liberty for all, working with other Christian groups as well as with groups that represent
Jewish, Muslim, Hindu and other religious and non-religious perspectives.
Subscript:
Amanda will also be with FBC in worship on Sunday, April 15 at 10am. After worship she will be our featured speaker
for our Adult Education Forum addressing specifically the topic of Christian Advocacy. For more information: Please
call 585.244.2468 or go to FBCRochester.net

Lily Order for Easter Sunday
As on past Easter Sundays, the front of the Sanctuary will be decorated with lilies.
The cost per plant is $8.25 per 6” pot. Orders and payment for the lilies should
be received no later than Monday, March 26, 2018. Your order form plus
payment may be placed in the offering plate on Sunday mornings or mailed directly
to the church office.
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**************************************************************************************************
Number of Lilies: __________
Please indicate with a check mark “in Memory of” or “in Honor of”:
In ____Memory Of

____ Honor Of:

Name_____________________________________________________________________________________

From: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Please make check out to Lake Avenue Baptist Church and indicate “Lily Order” in the memo of the check.

REMINDER! Don't forget to set your clocks ahead one hour on Saturday night, March 10th. Daylight Savings Time
begins on Sunday, March 11th!
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