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Lake Avenue Baptist Church, 72 Ambrose Street, Rochester, NY 14608 

www.lakeavebaptist.org  lakeavebaptist@rochester.rr.com , 585-458-5765  

 
 

Sunday, February 7, 2016:  10:00 am Worship & Communion for all, Sunday School for children 

and youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship; 11:45 am: Adult Education; 12:00 noon: Karen Worship, 

Myanmar Worship.  

                   February 10, 2016, Lent Begins 

                                      :  7:00 pm service:  Join us for worship on Ash Wednesday as we begin 

the season of Lent, a time of reflection, repentance and renewal for Christian disciples.      

Sunday, February 14, 2016: 10:00 am Worship for all, Sunday School for children and youth; 11:15 

am: Fellowship; 11:45 am: Adult Education; 12:00 noon: Karen and Myanmar Worship. 

Sunday, February 21, 2016:  10:00 am Worship for all, Sunday School for children and youth; 11:15 

am: Fellowship; 11:45 am: Adult Education; 12:00 noon: Karen and Myanmar Worship. 

Sunday, February 28, 2016:  10:00 am Worship for all, Sunday School for children and youth; 

11:15 am: Fellowship Birthday Bash; 12:00 pm:  Karen and Myanmar Worship Services 

 

Sundays, February 7, 14, and 21, 2016, our adult education topic will be 

"Exploring Racism:  America's Original Sin and the Bridge to a New America."  

We will use recent writings by Jim Wallis and others as well as video clips to help us 

explore where we are today and what we need to do.     

Plan to join us for a celebration of 

everyone's birthday led by our Nurture and 

Care Committee.  You can help for this 

event by baking a cake or helping to 

decorate the cakes we receive.  If you would 

like to help please contact Khatom Sorrels.  

NEW MID-WEEK ADULT EDUCATION CLASS STARTS 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4 AT 1:00 PM 

Public service is a way of life for Americans; giving is a part of our national character. 

But compassionate instincts and generous spirits aren’t enough, says veteran urban 

activist Robert D. Lupton. In this groundbreaking guide, he reveals the disturbing truth 

about charity: all too much of it has become toxic, devastating to the very people it’s 

meant to help. 
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In his four decades of urban ministry, Lupton has experienced firsthand how our good intentions can have unintended, dire 

consequences. Our free food and clothing distribution encourages ever-growing handout lines, diminishing the dignity of 

the poor while increasing their dependency. We converge on inner-city neighborhoods to plant flowers and pick up trash, 

battering the pride of residents who have the capacity (and responsibility) to beautify their own environment. We fly off on 

mission trips to poverty-stricken villages, hearts full of pity and suitcases bulging with giveaways—trips that one 

Nicaraguan leader describes as effective only in “turning my people into beggars.”  

In Toxic Charity, Lupton urges individuals, churches, and organizations to step away from these 

spontaneous, often destructive acts of compassion toward thoughtful paths to community development. 

He delivers proven strategies for moving from toxic charity to transformative charity.  

Proposing a powerful “Oath for Compassionate Service” and spotlighting real-life examples of people 

serving not just with their hearts but with proven strategies and tested tactics, Lupton offers all the tools 

and inspiration we need to develop healthy, community-driven programs that produce deep, 

measurable, and lasting change. Everyone who volunteers or donates to charity, needs to wrestle with 

this book. 

When – Thursday’s starting February 4 from 1:00 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.  Where – Classroom 1 

(Conference Room) Books will be available at the February 11 class once we know how many we 

need to order! 

For five Wednesdays during Lent, beginning with Wednesday, February 17, we will 

meet at 6 pm for a simple supper of soup, bread, and shared fellowship followed by 

a program focusing on our spiritual journeys.  You can sign up with Khatom Sorrels 

and Jackie Sullivan from the Nurture and Care Committee to bring a pot of soup or 

bread to share.  

Our theme this year is "Sitting in the Dark: Growing through the poetry of pain."  

Each week we will use a short video interview to start our conversation.  The videos include theological thinkers such as 

Barbara Brown Taylor, Parker Palmer, Benee Brown, and Walter Brueggemann helping us reflect on the ways struggle, 

loss, pain, and darkness can be vital to our growth.   We hope to offer wisdom on how we find our way through these kind 

of difficult times.   
 

I had an interesting experience last week. On Martin Luther King Jr. Day I had the opportunity to make a quick trip up to Canada 

to visit with my son. I had planned to pick him up after school, take him for a bite to eat, and then go to his lacrosse practices with 

him. I was then going to take him home and make my way back to Rochester. This spur of the moment trip was brought on by 

the fact that Tuesday morning I had to submit all of my immigration paperwork. During the months that the paperwork is being 

processed I cannot leave the country. With a child who lives in Canada, that is not a great proposition, but one we will certainly 

live with. Anyhow, that was the reason I made the quick drive up and back. Well, quick drive was the plan. 

Although the forecasters were calling for lake effect snow in the US I had no trouble at all until I was about 20 miles from my 

son’s house. Then, the snow came with fury. I could literally see the wall of snow that I drove into and visibility was down to 

only a hundred yards or so. I made it to his house and there was about a foot of snow on the ground. 

Over the evening hours the snow let up so by 9:45 p.m. when I was leaving to come back to Rochester I figured the drive would 

be ok so long as I took my time. I reached the major highway in Canada (the 401 for those of you who are keeping track of the 

route and have some familiarity with Canadian roadways) and traffic was moving along at a crisp 20 mph … we were behind 

three snowplows clearing the road the entire way across. It was snowy but reasonable. And then when I exited the main highway 

to take a secondary highway south I encountered something even this hearty Canadian boy hasn’t experienced before … virtually 

no visibility at all. 

I couldn’t tell where the road was and where the median was. I thought about pulling to the side of the road but couldn’t tell where 

that was. I crept along slowly realizing that if I moved too slow I could be rear-ended. And then I saw it … a glimmer of hope in 
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the midst of the white-out … the lights of what appeared to be a big rig. I pulled in about 50 feet behind him and together we 

made our way south. Wherever he was going so was I! 

I put my faith in this truck driver, hoping that from his vantage, for whatever reason, he could tell where he was going and make 

it there safely. I thought that if this driver was carrying precious cargo and was still willing to stay on the road, he must be able to 

do so safely. Yes, I know I put a lot of faith in the driver, but I needed to because at that time it seemed like the only somewhat 

reasonable option. 

Needless to say I made it home safely. After following the truck about 10 miles the skies cleared and the road was dry. The rest 

of my drive was clear and I made it home in good time. 

I’m sure some of you are wondering why I’m recounting this story. I do, in fact, have a point. 

I was in a situation where I didn’t know the road ahead, I couldn’t see where I was going, and I knew I couldn’t do it on my own. 

I put my faith in one who was with me, but had something I didn’t have … hopefully the capacity to lead me safely through the 

storm. 

We put our faith in things all the time. Even people who say they aren’t people of faith put their faith in things all the time. Every 

time they tap the breaks and trust their car will stop, they put their faith in their cars, their breaks, the people who made the cars 

and so on. 

This experience made me reflect on my faith in God, which I think can extend to many of us. We don’t always know where we 

are going (even if I often think I do). We often struggle to find places to stop or get off, like I did the shoulders of the road, but 

we know we can’t and we know we have to keep moving forward, even if we don’t know what lays ahead. What we know is that 

we need to find someone/something to help lead us in the right path.  

To me, and perhaps to others who are reading this, God is like the lights of the truck driver. In the midst of the storm the truck 

was there. God is with us in the midst of the storms. When we can’t find our ways, God is there to offer the light that we can 

follow. We still don’t know exactly what is ahead of us, as I didn’t know when the storm would end or when the road would clear, 

but when we follow God through the storms we know we are not alone. Together we are companions on this journey through 

whatever lays ahead. 

There is no promise that life will be storm-free. What we know is that God is with us, and the promise that God will be there to 

lead us. May we look for God in the storms (and at all times) and may we journey with God through the trials and tribulations of 

life, knowing that we have one who is trustworthy and true, to lead us, guide us, and travel with us, until we reach our destinations. 

Blessings, 

 

AN INVITATION 

FROM  YOUR 

WELCOMING AND 

AFFIRMING 

COMMITTEE 

All are invited to a Potluck 

Supper on Saturday, February 6 at 6:00 pm at the home 

of Liz and Trevor Ewell, 14 Jonathan Drive.  It's been 

quite a while since the Welcoming and Affirming Committee 

has had a potluck supper.  Liz and Trevor Ewell have 

graciously agreed to host it at their home.  In fact Liz will be 

preparing scalloped potatoes and ham.  Everyone is asked to 

bring another dish to pass.  If you plan to attend please give 

Liz Ewell a call or leave a message at 585-225-9530. You 

may also email her at lizewell@rochester.rr.com.  Please let her 

know how many will be attending and what you will be 

bringing.  It will be a fun time of renewing friendships, eating a 

delicious meal, and discussing future plans for the Invitation and 

Welcome and the Welcoming and Affirming Committee.  We 

hope you can make it! 

 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

●We extend our sympathy to Chris Hasenauer and his family.  

Chris's father passed away on Tuesday, January 19, 2016.    

●We extend our condolences to Dottie Yoder and her family 

following the recent death of Dottie's nephew Ed Yoder.  

●We pray for Than Sein and family. Than Sein is currently 

undergoing treatment for cancer.  She is the mother of Nay 
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 Thorn, Lwee Zar,  Bee Tu, Ri Nah Say, & Ri Nah Htoo.. 

●Our prayers are with Eh Mwee Paw who is in the process 

of beginning kidney dialysis.   

●We pray for Triss Barnes who is recuperating at home 

from a recent medical procedure. 

●Congratulations to Doris and Bill Perkett on the birth of 

their new grandsom Oliver Paul  He was born on January 22 

and weighed 5lbs 11oz.   

●Steve Randell, part of our congregation for many years, is 

a gifted photographer. He has an exhibit at the Genesee Co-

Op Credit Union, 395 Gregory Street, through March 

entitled "Mt. Hope Cemetery in Black and White Infrared" 

The opening reception will be on Saturday, February 13th 

from 6 - 8 pm.  The photos will be on view from 10-5 

Monday through Wednesday and 10 - 6 Thursday through 

Friday. Thank you Steve for sharing your gifts with the 

community! 

●Happy belated 90th birthday to Shirley Seidel! 

●Happy Birthday to Jim Wandling who will celebrate his 

102nd birthday on February 15th.   

● Congratulations to Dave & Val Ketchum on the birth of 

twin grandsons, Franklin and Tobias. Please be in prayer 

for Franklin who remains in the NICU at Strong Hospital, as 

well as for the parents and grandparents, as they share 

hospital duty and the care of Tobias and big brother Dean 

who is 2 ½. 

 

Eyeglass  

Follow Up 

   by Marion Coger 

Last fall I asked the LABC community to donate used 

prescription eyeglasses.  This is their story. 

The glasses were carefully packed in a suitcase and went 

with me to Nicaragua.  In Managua, the airport customs 

officials were suspicious of my many glasses and all were 

removed from my suitcase.  In Spanish and English we 

explained that the glasses were not for sale, they would be 

given away.  Finally a supervisor came to my rescue and I 

was allowed to leave the airport with all the glasses. 

In Telica, Nicaragua a community leader named Roger took 

on the ministry of connecting people with vision issues and 

the glasses.  We walked house to house and my big role was 

to share in the joy when a pair worked well for someone.  We 

also took the glasses to San Rafael Del Norte.  There, Roger 

and his wife Louisa took over the "optical shop" ministry.  A 

total of 60 pairs found new homes prior to my 

departure.  Roger and Louisa (both public school teachers) 

will continue to look for faces that need the 40 remaining pairs. 

Here are a few of my learnings:   The older folks were looking 

for reading glasses.  "Readers" and "Bifocals" went like 

hotcakes.  The print of home Spanish Bibles is very 

small!!!  Ministry is all about partnership. With God's help we 

put together your glasses, my adventure, Nicaraguan 

community leaders and people eager to see better. 

Awesome!  Thanks for your support, prayers and glasses. 

A NOTE FROM INVITATION & WELCOME: 
Our Invitation and Welcome Committee has been in the process 

of developing some goals for this year and beyond.  We've asked 

ourselves, "How can LABC's presence in this neighborhood be 

better known? Can we create a more inviting presence to those 

who live, work, and/or gather in the Edgerton area, and other 

nearby neighborhoods?"  As a result of such ponderings, one of 

our priorities is to become more familiar with 

places/groups/events in our neighborhood at which an LABC 

presence might be appropriate. Though we don't yet know what 

form this presence might take, we believe there will at least be 

opportunities for display of written materials about our church. 

To that end we will be developing some new display pieces 

specific to the particular target audiences that we wish to 

engage. Our committee would like to hear from anyone who has 

any ideas or suggestions about pursuing this goal.  Please do so 

by contacting one of our committee members:  Liz Ewell, 

PawNe, Darrell Lance, Chuck Theis, or Julie Carter 

 

One of the 

greatest gifts we 

have at LABC 

are our multiple 

languages. That 

also presents a challenge. If we are one church with many 

languages it is important that materials that go out to the 

whole church go out in as many languages as we can manage 

(mission letters, stewardship letters, notices of events etc.). 

And so … we need translators. 

If you are able to translate written English into Burmese or 

Karen (or any of our other languages), please let the church 

office know. We currently have some translators who do the 

bulk of our work, but we would love to share the task and not 

overburden someone. 

Thank you for considering this important task and we all look 

forward to working together for the ministry of LABC in all 

of our languages! 
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◄ Ja nuary 2016 February  2016     March 2016 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 1:00 pm: Refugee 

Outreach, Mary’s Place; 
4:30 pm: Tutoring, SH; 

 
 
 

2  GROUNDHOGS DAY 

11:30 am: English Tutoring, 
Maplewood Library; 1:00 pm: 
Refugee Outreach, Mary’s Place; 
7:00 pm: Vision AA, SH  and 
Gospel Spirits Rehearsal, 
Sanctuary 
 

3 10:30 am: Staff Meeting; 11:30 

English Tutoring Maplewood 
Library; 1:00 pm: Refugee 
Outreach, Mary’s Place; 7:00 pm:  
Waging Peace Prayer Group, SH;  
7:30 pm: Chancel Choir, 
Sanctuary 

4 11:30 am:  English 

Tutoring Maplewood 
Library; 1:00 pm: 
Refugee Outreach, 
Mary’s Place & Adult 
Ed. Conf. Rm.  
 

5 1:00 pm: Refugee 

Outreach, Mary’s 
Place 
 

6 10:00 am: Karen Youth 

Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
6:00 pm: Welcoming and 
Affirming Potluck Supper at 
Ewell's 

  
 

7  10:00 am:  Worship & 

Communion for all & Sunday 
School;  11:15 am: 
Fellowship;11:45 Adult Ed. 
Conf. Rm.  12:00: Burmese 
Worship and Karen Worship 
 

8 1:00 pm: Refugee 

Outreach, Mary’s Place; 
4:30 pm: Tutoring, SH; 
7:00 pm: Church Council 
Meeting, Conf. Rm.  

 
 

9 11:30 am: English Tutoring, 

Maplewood Library; 1:00 pm: 
Refugee Outreach, Mary’s Place; 
7:00 pm: Vision AA, SH  and 
Gospel Spirits Rehearsal, 
Sanctuary 
 
 

10 ASH WEDNESDAY 

10:30 am: Staff Meeting; 11:30 
English Tutoring Maplewood 
Library; 1:00 pm: Refugee 
Outreach, Mary’s Place; 7:00 pm: 
Ash Wednesday Service  7:45 pm: 
Chancel Choir, Sanctuary 
 

11 11:30 am:  English 

Tutoring Maplewood 
Library; 1:00 pm: 
Refugee Outreach, 
Mary’s Place & Adult 
Ed. Conf. Rm 
 

12 1:00 pm: 

Refugee Outreach, 
Mary’s Place 
 

13  
9:30 am: The ABW will work 
on the Church Archives  
10:00 am: Karen Youth 
Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
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 10:00 am:  Worship for all & 
Sunday School;  11:15 am: 
Fellowship; 11:45 am:  Adult 
Ed. Conf. Rm.; 12:00: Burmese 
Worship and Karen Worship 
 

15   

 
 
1:00 pm: Refugee 
Outreach, Mary’s Place;  
7:00 pm: Nurture and Care 
and Mission, Conf. Rm.  
Happy 102nd Birthday 
Jim Wandling! 

16 11:30 am: English Tutoring, 

Maplewood Library; 1:00 pm: 
Refugee Outreach, Mary’s Place; 
7:00 pm: Vision AA, SH  and 
Gospel Spirits Rehearsal, 
Sanctuary 
 
 

17 10:30 am: Staff Meeting; 
11:30 English Tutoring Maplewood 
Library; 1:00 pm: Refugee 
Outreach, Mary’s Place; 3:30 pm: 
Pastoral Relations Mtg.  6:00 pm:  
Lenten Soup Suppers Begin,  SH;  
7:30 pm: Chancel Choir, 
Sanctuary 
 

18 MARCH NEWS 

DEADLINE:  11:30 am:  
English Tutoring 
Maplewood Library; 
1:00 pm: Refugee 
Outreach, Mary’s Place 
& Adult Ed. Conf. Rm 
 

19 1:00 pm: 

Refugee Outreach, 
Mary’s Place 
6:00 pm: Chancel 
Choir party at the 
Foster's 
 

20 10:00 am: Karen Youth 

Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

  
 
 

21  
10:00 am:  Worship for all & 
Sunday School;  11:15 am: 
Fellowship; 11:45 am:  Adult 
Ed. Conf. Rm.; 12:00: Burmese 
Worship and Karen Worship 

22 MARCH NEWS 

MAILED:1:00 pm: Refugee 
Outreach, Mary’s Place; 
4:30 pm: Tutoring, SH; 
7:30 pm:. Invitation and 
Welcome, Conf. Room 

 
 

23 11:30 am: English Tutoring, 

Maplewood Library; 1:00 pm: 
Refugee Outreach, Mary’s Place; 
7:00 pm: Vision AA, SH  and 
Gospel Spirits Rehearsal, 
Sanctuary 
 
 

24 10:30 am: Staff Meeting; 
11:30 English Tutoring Maplewood 
Library; 1:00 pm: Refugee 
Outreach, Mary’s Place; 6:00 pm:  
Lenten Soup Supper,  SH;  7:30 
pm: Chancel Choir, Sanctuary 

25 11:30 am:  English 

Tutoring Maplewood 
Library; 1:00 pm: 
Refugee Outreach, 
Mary’s Place & Adult 
Ed. Conf. Rm 
 

26 1:00 pm: 

Refugee Outreach, 
Mary’s Place 
 

27 10:00 am: Karen Youth 

Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
1:00 pm: First Home Buyer's 
Educational Class, ,SH 
 
 

28 10:00 am:  Worship for all 

& Sunday School;  11:15 am: 
Bithday Party for all! 12:00: 
Burmese Worship and Karen 
Worship 
 

29  
1:00 pm: Refugee 
Outreach, Mary’s Place; 
4:30 pm: Tutoring, SH; 

 

Notes: 
Abbreviations: 
SH:  Social Hall 
Conf. Rm. Conference Room 
ABW:  American Baptist Women 

 

http://www.wincalendar.com/January-Calendar/January-2016-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/March-Calendar/March-2016-Calendar.html
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