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Lake Avenue Baptist Church, 72 Ambrose Street, Rochester, NY 14608 

www.lakeavebaptist.org, 585-458-5765  

NEW OFFICE HOURS   Please note that the LABC office will now 

be open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. If you need access 

to the building at others times, please contact the office to arrange 

to have someone available to open/close.

 

A BANNER MOMENT! On Sunday February 22 we unveiled a 

banner that will hang on the Lake Avenue side of the church building. 

We are excited to remind our neighbors and all who see it that LABC is a 

welcoming place for all! In a time where our nation seems so willing to 

limit who is welcome and who is not, this is a clear declaration of one of 

the values that LABC holds so close to our hearts! 

As John Ganze put it, it was definitely a "banner day!" 

 

Wednesday, March 1, 2017:  ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP – 7:00 pm in 

the Sanctuary.  We begin Lent with a time of worship this Wednesday, March 

1.  Please join us for a time of reflection and commitment as we begin this 

season that calls us to renewal and deepening of our Christian discipleship.   

Sunday, March 5, 2017: 10:00 am: Worship & Communion for all; Sunday 

School for Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship; 11:45 am: Adult 

Education, Conference Room; 12:00 pm: Karen Worship, Sanctuary and 

Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary; Cameron Bowl-A-Thon in pm.  

Sunday, March 12, 2017: 10:00 am: Worship for all; Sunday School for 

Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship; 11:45 am:  Adult Education,  
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Lake Avenue Baptist Church 
 

E-MAIL: 
lakeavebaptistchurchoffice@gmail.com 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday – Friday 

9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:   
10:00 am:  Worship for all, Sunday School 
Children & Youth (Communion first Sunday 
of the month)  
11:15 am:  Fellowship 
11:45 am:  Adult Education  
12:00 pm:  Karen Worship                  
                  Myanmar Worship 
                   

CHURCH MODERATOR  
Tom Argust 

  
CHURCH STAFF 

Senior Pastor  
Michael Ford 

Associate Pastor 
Debbie Bennett Reynolds  

Music Educator, Chancel Choir Director 
and Organist 
Lee Foster 

Gospel Spirits Director and Pianist 
Isobel Davies 

Refugee Coordinator 
 Hkadin Lee 

 Rochester Karen Baptist Church 
Day Chit, Lay Pastor  

 
Myanmar Christian Fellowship 

Simon Kui, Lay Pastor 

Office Manager 
Ken Setera 

Custodial Services  

Lloyd Cuyler 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR:  To see the most up-to-date 
calendar of church events please visit 

www.lakeavebaptist.org .   
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Conference Room; 12:00 pm: Karen Worship, Sanctuary and Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary  

Sunday, March 19, 2017: 10:00 am: Worship for all; Sunday School for Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship; 

11:45 am:  Adult Education, Conference Room; 12:00 pm: Karen Worship, Sanctuary and Myanmar Worship, 

Downstairs Sanctuary  

Sunday, March 26, 2017: 10:00 am: Worship for all; Sunday School for Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship; 

11:45 am: Adult Education, Conference Room; 12:00 pm: Karen Worship, Sanctuary and Myanmar Worship, 

Downstairs Sanctuary  

March 5:    Safe Space, Strong Voices:  Being a Welcoming & Affirming Church 

March 12: The Work Behind Worship:  creating Palm Sunday & Easter together 

March 19: The Work Behind Worship:   creating Palm Sunday & Easter together 

March 26: Care for the Earth:  environmental stewardship 

April 2:  Care for the Earth:  environmental stewardship 

April 9:    Palm Sunday Bible Study 

April 16:  Easter Brunch -    no adult education 

Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations   Join Michael Ford on Thursday 

at 1:00 pm in the conference room for a continuation of the study of the fundamental practices critical to the success  

of church congregations.  Remember, if you can only make one or two sessions please feel free to join us.   

 

This past fall my son Holden started 7th grade at a new school. Part of the curriculum at this school is something called 

“genius hour.” It’s a hour set aside each day for each student to work on a project that is of particular interest to them. 

Holden chose to develop biofuel and to build a remote control car to test the fuel in. Over the last 6 months I’ve had 

the joy of watching Holden build this 1/8 scale remote control car.  

From what I understand, the car is essentially a scaled down version of a real race car, and that virtually all of the 

parts in the car are the same as a full sized cars (all the frame, suspension, engine, and body parts). The car came 

as a kit in a large box with many little bags. Holden had to open the bags and follow the book (not a short set of 

instructions but rather about 80 pages) to build the car. Each day at school he would spend at least an hour putting it 

together, with lots of additional hours at home. It has been a painstaking task, and while he’s had some setbacks 

(broken or non-working parts) he completed the project. Last weekend he put the engine into the car and just the other 

day I got a text that read “It ran!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!” (with about ten more lines of exclamation 

points). I have since seen a couple of videos of it working and can’t wait to see it in person. 

I tell this story because I think this project closely mirrors our lives. We start out with all of the necessary parts to get 

through our lives successfully. We have hearts to beat, minds to think, and emotions to navigate. Just as Holden had 

to assemble the parts of the car, we too have to assemble all of the parts of our humanity in a way that helps us get 

through the days of our lives. And there are successes and failures. There are setbacks. One day Holden cross-

threaded two of the small pieces and he couldn’t separate them again. He could very well have given up, but he didn’t. 

He faced the challenge and determined how best to overcome it (in that case it involved going back to the hobby store 

and replacing the two parts, learning from his error and the second time threading the pieces successfully). In our 
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lives we face challenges and have to determine how we will overcome them. We too can “throw in the towel” or we 

can learn from our mistakes and move forward. 

Finally, Holden had to determine what success would look like for his project. As I mentioned in the first paragraph 

Holden initially developed biofuel and sought to build a remote control car to test the fuel in. During the course of the 

project he learned that there was no engine he could use that would allow him to test the biofuel. He could have called 

the project a failure because he couldn’t test the fuel. Rather, he chose to split the project into two, using the biofuel 

as a science project on its own, and developing the remote control car as its own project. The unexpected twist actually 

meant that he developed two projects out of what could have been called a failure. 

Sometimes when we face challenges, or when things don’t work out the way we perhaps hoped they would, we can 

give up, or we can look at the situation in a new way and, just perhaps, experience some unexpected and exciting 

new realities. 

Every day I learn from my son, and from all of our children in the congregation. I love to journey alongside as they 

come to greater understandings of the world around them, and their own walk with God. I find that through them I can 

often learn more about myself and my own walk with the Lord. 

I would like to challenge you this month, as we begin this season of introspection called Lent, to look at yourself as a 

project in process. What pieces do you have that are necessary for success in this world? How do you define success? 

How are all the various parts fitting together (or not)? And how do you face the challenges that most certainly arise?  

May this season of Lent be one of thoughtful self-examination and peace! 

Blessings,  

 

 

YOUR CHURCH COUNCIL AT WORK 

by Tom Argust, Moderator 
 

The people you elect to the Church Council plan, 
develop and oversee the programs and policies of our 
church.  They do this on your behalf. From education 
to finances, from social events to mission and 
outreach, your Council works tirelessly, quietly and 
behind-the-scenes.  

I have had the privilege of leading the Council for the 
past four years. It has been rewarding work because 
these good folks are dedicated, creative, committed 
and focused on doing what is best for our 
congregation. Just think of some of the big jobs they 
have done: 

* Completely revised the Church bylaws, which the 
congregation adopted unanimously.  

* Developed and wrote the 2016-2019 Strategic Plan, 
which the congregation adopted unanimously.  

* Revised and published a completed Personnel policy 
for all employed staff. 

* Oversaw and managed, with the help and guidance 
of a contracted (Manning & Napier) financial 
company, the LABC endowment. 

* Supervised the Senior Pastor and conducted his yearly 
performance evaluation. The Council gave our Pastor an 
“outstanding” performance rating. 

* Developed and conducted the church’s annual finance 
campaign while proposing the 2017 church budget. In 
January, the congregation approved and is now 
generously supporting our $386,000 budget. 

* With our Pastor’s guidance, the Council dealt with a major 
challenge when one of our two boilers broke. The church 
now has two working boilers to keep us comfortable during 
the winter. 

So…I hope you now have a better understanding for all the 
things that your Council does to ensure that our church is 
fully functioning and a responsible steward of our resources 
and program.   

One more thing: as a result of some feedback from a few 
members, your Council will be reviewing our process for 
conducting congregational meetings. We do have a 
challenge when our formal meetings must be translated into 
both Karen and Burmese languages. If you have any 
thoughts, please let me know. 
 

CAMERON 

MINISTRIES 

BOWL-A-THON 
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On Sunday, March 5, the annual Cameron Bowl-a-thon 

to raise money for Cameron Community Ministries will 

take place.  We need bowlers, donors, and drivers!  

Youth can sign up in Sunday School.  Adults -  we hope 

you will bowl with us, but even if you don’t, please 

volunteer to help drive youth to and from bowling (this 

year at Bowl-A-Roll on Jefferson Rd in Henrietta.)  We 

will leave at 12:40 p.m. so you can attend Adult 

Education and still help!  Donations will be received 

following worship in the Narthex or can be mailed to the 

church office.  Checks should be written to Lake 

Avenue Baptist with Cameron marked on the Memo 

line.  We need to raise at least $25 per bowler, and we 

usually have 40-45 youth participate. 

 

 

Beginning on March 8th we will have our traditional 

Lenten Soup Suppers every Wednesday evening 

through April 5th and end with a special Maundy 

Thursday meal on April 13th.  We come together at 6:00 

p.m. for a simple supper followed by a time of worship 

and sharing from 6:45 – 7:30 p.m.  This Lenten practice 

is always a meaningful time of community building and 

spiritual growth.  Please plan to come join us.  Sign up 

to bring soup, bread, or other food you’d like to share.  

Sign Up sheet will be by the Hospitality Table in the 

social hall.   

 

Earlier in February, Pastor Debbie and I visited 9 public 

schools that serve the children of our congregation 

and/or are located in neighborhoods near our building.   

We took “sweets” for faculty and staff with a note of 

appreciation for their service to all children in our 

community.  In return, we received enthusiastic thanks 

for recognizing their important work. 

Public education is a foundation for a democratic republic, 

and as Baptists, we support the institution since it serves all 

regardless of race or creed. 

Since the days in colonial Massachusetts when Baptists 

were whipped, imprisoned, or otherwise persecuted by the 

prevailing denomination, it has been an important Baptist 

principle that church and state must be separate.  That 

principle is supported by LABC locally, and on a national 

scale, as we support the Baptist Joint Commission in our 

mission budget.  The “business” of government must be 

about preparing all our children and youth to become 

engaged, productive citizens.  At this time when some decry 

our city’s schools, we must encourage administrators, 

teachers, and support staff by letting them know we value 

what they do. 

Jane Grant 

The following letter was received from the Helen Barrett 

Montgomery School in response to our outreach:   

"Dear Pastor Michael Ford, Associate Pastor Debbie 

Bennett Reynolds and Congregation of Lake Avenue 

Baptist Church,  

Once again, we are reaching out to say thank you for your 

generosity and act of kindness.  The candy was a sweet 

treat.  For you to take time out of your day and come over 

to Helen Barrett Montgomery to bless us with a sweet 

surprise, meant a lot to us.  Bless somebody, 'and let us not 

lose heart and grow weary and faint in acting nobly and 

doing right, for in due time and at the appointed season, we 

shall reap, if we do not loosen and relax our courage and 

faint.' Galatians 6:9. 

Yours in Christ, Jewell Brown, Parent Liaison, Helen Barrett 

Montgomery School."   

SPOTLIGHT ON MISSION 

by Larry Miller for LABC Mission Ministry 

Recently the National Council of Church 

of Christ in the USA reported that 3500 

American religious leaders from a great 

variety of backgrounds, signed an open 

letter to President Donald Trump and the 

Congress in which they together affirmed:  

"We are called by our sacred texts and faith traditions to 

love our neighbor, accompany the vulnerable, and 

welcome the sojourner.  As people of faith, our values call 

us to stand with the vulnerable, regardless of their religion.  

We pray that compassion for the plight of refugees will 

touch your hearts."   
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Note:  The Lake Avenue Baptist Church is 

represented in the National Council of Churches 

through our denomination's membership in the 

Council.   

 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

●We continue to keep in our prayers Harry Stoneham 

who is still at Fairport Baptist Homes.  

●In Memoriam: We extend our sympathy to Susan 

Maybeck and her family as they mourn the sudden 

passing of Ed Maybeck on February 5.  A memorial 

service was held on Monday, February 13 at LABC. 

The following letter from Susan Maybeck was recently 

received by the office & is shared with you:   

"Dear Friends of LABC, 

I am so appreciative of all you did as a community and 

individuals.  The music was so beautiful, thank you 

choir and Lee.  The reception was delicious - thank you 

all who baked and welcomed everyone.  And the 

individual wishes and contacts and prayers were so 

gratefully received.  Thank you LABC for being who 

you are.  We are blessed.    

 Susan & Family" 

●In Memoriam:  We remember Barbara Alston who 

passed away on February 13 in Syracuse, NY.  A 

funeral service was held at Lake Avenue Baptist 

Church on Wednesday, February 22.   We extend our  

sympathy to Barbara's family. 

●We keep in our healing prayers Alison Jameson who 

continues to recuperate from her foot surgery. 

●We extend our heartfelt sympathy to Lois Brooks 

whose sister passed away at St. Joseph's Home on 

Monday morning, February 27.   

Lake Avenue Baptist 

Church Recital Series 

On Sunday, February 26 at 3:30 pm 

we were treated to a wonderful 

concert by two of our gifted section leaders Ben 

Escobar and Ekaterina (Kat) Gorlova at Lake 

Avenue Baptist Church. (They will also be performing 

for Renée Fleming on Tuesday, February 28th for a 

Master Class that she will be conducting at Eastman 

School of Music.) 

The next recital in our series will take place on Sunday 

April 23 at 3:00 pm.  It will be a performance of a horn trio 

by Johannes Brahms and will be accompanied once again 

on piano by Ben Escobar.  Children are invited to attend and 

will be taught by the instrumentalists about the instruments 

they are playing.  Mark your calendars for this upcoming 

special free event.   

NEWS FROM OUR LARGER COMMUNITY: 

Christian Faith & LGBT 

Experience 

Please mark your calendar for the next semi-annual lecture 

on "Christian Faith and LGBT Experience.”  It will take 

place at 7:00 p.m. on April 20 at Colgate Rochester Crozer 

Divinity School.  The speaker will be Maurice Tomlinson, a 

lawyer and gay activist, and a refugee from Jamaica where 

LGBT people are suffering severe persecution.  LABC is 

one of the founders and a major supporters of this series.  

 

ROCHESTER IS A SANCTUARY CITY!  

Approximately 25 people addressed the Rochester City 

Council on the evening of February 21st about the need and 

value of being a Sanctuary City. Jon Greenbaum, 

ROC/Acts, called for support. The motion to do so was 

voted on and the decision was unanimous!! Rochester is 

now a sanctuary city! There was a standing ovation from the 

audience after the vote.  

 

VOTES FOR 

WOMEN 
A Humanities New 

York Reading & 

Discussion Program 

2017 marks the 100th anniversary of women winning the 

right to vote in New York State.  The woman suffrage 

movement spanned seventy years and reflects the tireless 

efforts of countless individuals who dedicated themselves 

to the cause of equal rights.   

Join us for a reading and discussion series on this 

interesting and important topic!  Our book selection  

includes history, biography, and fiction, and provides a 

window into the often overlooked stories and actors behind 

one of America's greatest social movements.  
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The discussions will take place on Wednesdays, from 

6: 45 -8:15 pm on March 1, March 22, April 19, May 10, 

and May 31 at the Rundel Conference Room, 2nd floor, 

Rundel Memorial Building Central Library of 

Rochester, 115 South Ave.  The following is the list of 

books that we will be reading and discussing: 

Votes for Women, The Struggle for Suffrage Revisited 

by Jean H. Baker 

Sex Wars: A Novel of Gilded Age New York by Marge 

Piercy 

African American Women in the Struggle for the Vote, 1850-

1920 by Rosalyn Terborg-Penn 

A Woman's Crusade: Alice Paul and the Battle for the Ballot 

by Mary Walton 

The books will be provided courtesy of Humanities New 

York and loaned to program participants free of charge.  

Books must be returned at the end of the program.  
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A Little Bit of Humor to Lighten Your Day! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A GUIDE TO ASHES, 

EXTENDED EDITION 


