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DEADLINE FOR NEXT NEWS IS
AUGUST 22, 2018
CHURCH CALENDAR: To see the most up-to-date
calendar of church events please visit
www.lakeavebaptist.org .

Lake Avenue Baptist Church
E-MAIL:
lakeavebaptistchurchoffice@gmail.com

OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Friday
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
10:00 am: Worship for all, Sunday School
Children & Youth (Communion first Sunday
of the month)
11:15 am: Fellowship
11:45 am: Adult Education
12:30 pm: Myanmar Worship
CHURCH MODERATOR
Laura Tubbs

Sunday, July 1, 2018, Baby Blessing Sunday: 10:00 am: Worship and
Communion for all; Summer Sunday School for Children; 11:15 am:
Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 12:30 pm: Myanmar Worship, Downstairs
Sanctuary
Sunday, July 8, 2018: 10:00 am: Worship for all; Summer Sunday School
for Children; 11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 12:30 pm: Myanmar
Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary
Sunday, July 15, 2018: 10:00 am: Worship for all; Summer Sunday School
for Children; 11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 12:30 pm: Myanmar
Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary
Sunday, July 22, 2018: 10:00 am: Worship for all; Summer Sunday School
for Children; 11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 12:30 pm: Myanmar
Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary

Senior Pastor
Michael Ford

Sunday, July 29, 2018: 10:00 am: Worship for all; Summer Sunday School
for Children; 11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 12:30 pm: Myanmar
Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary

Music Educator, Chancel Choir Director
and Organist
Lee Foster

Sunday, August 5, 2018: 10:00 am: Worship and Communion for all;
Summer Sunday School for Children; 11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social
Hall; 12:30 pm: Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary

Gospel Spirits Director and Pianist
Isobel Davies

Sunday, August 12, 2018: 10:00 am: Worship for all; Summer Sunday
School for Children; 11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 12:30 pm:
Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary

CHURCH STAFF

Refugee Coordinator
Hkadin Lee
Director of Youth and Children's Ministry
Austin Pettigrew
Myanmar Christian Fellowship
Simon Kui, Pastor
Bonaventure Moulogho
Church Accountant

Sunday, August 19, 2018: 10:00 am: Worship for all; Summer Sunday
School for Children; 11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 12:30 pm:
Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary
Sunday, August 26, 2018: 10:00 am: Worship for all; Summer Sunday
School for Children; 11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 12:30 pm:
Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary

Office Manager
Ken Setera

YOUR PASTOR'S LETTER

Custodial Services
Lloyd Cuyler

I am not a person who is prone to crying. It’s not that I have anything against
crying. It simply remains that crying is typically not one of my go-to emotional
responses. In the past two weeks, however, I have found myself wiping tears
from my eyes. Sometimes it is one or two that fall from my eyes, in the way
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that a close up in the movie captures at a particularly poignant moment. Other times, the water-works are far more
prevalent. When contemplating what to write this month, I thought that I would share directly from my heart, some of
the things that have spoken to me in the past few weeks, if for no other reason than to hopefully give you all a thing
or two to consider as you move into the summer months.
Two weeks ago, I attended an event at one of our partners in ministry, Cameron Community Ministries. It was the
Peace Walk, an event that is now in it’s fourth year. I have written about this event in the past, and it is a very powerful
event each year. This year was different.
This event, initiated and planned by the children of Cameron, is a call from the children to seek peace in their
neighborhood. As the children began the walk this year, we were informed by our police escort that we had to go a
different direction. The staff and children quickly responded to the instruction and went on their new route. We learned
mid-walk that the reason we had to go a different direction was because of the report of an active shooter situation
down the street from the Cameron building. What was disturbing about this development was that it didn’t seem to
phase the students one bit. This is their daily experience. It was a reminder for me why we were walking for change.
(As a side note, the report turned out to be false and after having the police helicopter in to search the roofs of various
buildings, and a thorough ground search, we were allowed to continue on our way).
What brought me to tears was what happened on the end of the walk. As we finished up the last block of our walk,
the students stopped across the street from a house on Lyell Ave. Outside the house we could clearly see flowers,
balloons, and tearful neighbors gathered around. This was the home of the family whose child was killed in a act of
aggression just a few days earlier. The staff crossed the street and presented the mother with a flower from the
children. Even in the midst of their challenging situation the Cameron kids wanted to bring a reminder of their love and
prayers to a mother who was hurting.
As we crossed back to the Cameron building, the little boys’ mother came running up behind the kids and asked me
if she could join the kids. With tears in her eyes she said that she had been crying for days, and seeing the kids and
feeling their love brought a smile to her face in the first time since her child was taken from her. I watched as she
embraced the kids and they surrounded her with love. There was a not a dry eye amongst any of the staff or other
adults, as we watched this incredibly simple act of a ministry of love and presence. It was a simple reminder to me
how the little children can lead the way.
The second time I was brought to tears was when I saw a specific image of a child, separated from his parents,
following recent immigration decisions regarding people crossing the border from Mexico. Regardless of where you
stand politically, I can’t was simply overwhelmed by the pain that I saw in that child’s eyes. I have no doubt that a
similar sense of pain would be on the faces of the parents who were separated from their young child. Tears filled my
eyes as I thought of being separated in a similar way from my son when he was that age (or at any age).
The last time I was brought to tears was when Lara and I sat together watching the Tony Awards. I’m not normally a
huge fan of award shows but I try to catch the Tony Awards each year. As we sat on our couch I watched a choir of
young people from Stoneman Douglas High School as they sang together a song called “Seasons of Love” from the
musical Rent. I couldn’t help it, but my eyes filled with tears. It was an emotional response not just to the beauty of
the songs, but the power of the human spirit and the impact of music. Together they touched my heart in a way that
transformed me.
I share these stories with you because together they speak about the power of humanity to live in relationship with
one another, and the impact of what happens when we fail to do so. We have lost a sense of basic human civility. We
have forgotten how to live together as people created by God with intrinsic value and worth.
What gives me hope is that what is lost is not gone forever. We can work, in small ways like the children at Cameron,
or the children of Stoneman Douglas, to restore those broken relationships and to bring about real and systemic
change. It is not easy, but it is a task worth undertaking.
As adults, I believe that we have a responsibility to this generation and the generations to come to be better; better
people, better citizens, and better people of faith. We owe it to all who share this world with us.
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Please, in the midst of your summer activities, I strongly encourage you to find those ways to speak out, speak up,
and to love one another in new and powerful ways. It can, it will, and it must make a difference. And it starts with us.
Blessings,

applications can be obtained at the Welcome Center in
the Narthex of the church or by contacting the church
office at (585) 458-5765, or emailing Ken at
kjsetera@gmail.com.
The applications must be
completed and submitted before the deadline date of
Friday, July 20, 2018 in order to be considered. If you
have any questions please contact the church office.
Scholarship recipients will be announced by mid-August.

“Education … Engage …
Empower”
After the first meeting of
the Creation Care Team
at LABC, these three
words stand out to me as
the direction that we as a team need to proceed as we
seek to move forward with our Creation Care initiative at
LABC.

The What's Next? Committee was established by the
Church Council and charged by it to gather information
from our congregation about the continuing mission of
the church. We have started our work and are enjoying
serving the congregation in this way. We want to tell you
what we are doing.

Our first mandate is to help find ways to Educate our
congregation, of all ages and all cultures/languages. We
must communicate the why, where, how, and when of
Creation Care. Why do we need to do something?
Where do we need to do it? How can we best engage in
Creation Care? And when do we need to do something?

We started our discussion with a disclaimer: what we are
not doing! We are NOT developing a Strategic Plan.
Our church has a solid Strategic Plan that will be in effect
through 2019 so we don't need to do that.

Our second mandate is to Engage our congregation (and
community as a whole) in practical acts of Creation Care.
These can be large and small, but will need to be
coordinated in a way that we are able to help see an
impact, or at least know that what we are doing is related
to our ongoing efforts to care for God’s creation.

What we are doing excites us: we are talking with as
many members as possible in a variety of ways to ask
what is going well and what they see as new or extended
opportunities for congregational ministry.

Our third mandate is to Empower our congregation to
continue these acts of Creation Care, and to expand
their efforts as we continue to care for the earth.

We adopted a mode of work that is often called
Appreciative Inquiry. It is based on the belief that an
individual or an organization grows and improves by
working on strengths not on weaknesses. That is why
we are starting our conversations by probing what we
appreciate about our church - what is going well, what
makes us smile, what we tell others about why we are in
this church. From these conversations, we expect to
identify some areas of ministry that are emerging at
LABC. Thus our committee name "What's Next?" We
are looking to get a sense for where the Spirit is leading
LABC "next" in its ministry.

In the next few months, you will be provided with
opportunities for education and engagement regarding
Creation Care. Please join us. Together we can make a
difference!

LAKE AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FOR THE
2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR

Through the remainder of the year we will be talking with
groups to probe their thoughts about opportunities for
positive new growth. We hope to have one Sunday in
September when we can spend time as a full
congregation exploring ideas and dreams about our

Applications for the 2018-2019 Lake Avenue Baptist
Church Scholarships for college studies, for vocational
schools, for American Baptist affiliated colleges or
Colgate Rochester Crozier Divinity School or other
recognized seminary are currently being accepted. The
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●We keep in prayer Peg and Larry Witmer as they
struggle with current health issues.

present and our future. Many of you will participate in
more than one session, and we hope you will see each
as an opportunity to be stimulated by the different
conversations to appreciate our church and to think
creatively about LABC and about what God is calling us
to do.

●We would like to recognize
some of our recent graduates
from high school and college:
Aye Wathy Myat from Wilson
Magnet
Esther Law from Edison Tech.
Jetherena Tong from Aquinas
Institute
Kaw Kler Moo from University

Please pray for this work and this committee, and for the
conversations as they are scheduled.
The What's Next? Committee members are: Laura
Tubbs, Michael Ford, Marian Coger, Mike Donatucci,
Maria Constantine, Billy Simba and Annie Marie
LeBarbour.

Prep
Mark Khaul Mung from Vanguard (Franklin High)
Wah K'Bru Htoo from School of the Arts,
Thanda Oo from RIT
Bonaventure Moulogho from RIT
Congratulations to all of those listed. (Note: If you or if
you know someone who graduated this year but is not
included in the list above, please let the office know so
that we may recognize you or them in an upcoming
newsletter!)

A testimony by Marian Coger
There was a time when I didn't know Rochester had a
Gay Pride Parade. I was too busy with other life matters.
Then there were the years when I refused to watch the
parade for fear of being identified as "one of them." With
time and spiritual growth, my self hate diminished and
my courage grew! I found myself walking with a group
from LABC eager to affirm God's love for all (including
myself). Marching in the Gay Pride Parade allows me
to bear witness to our amazing loving God. I invite you
to join me and others on Saturday July 21 at 12:30 pm
as we line up on Alexander Street. The parade goes
from Alexander and Park Ave, to Park Ave and
Brunswick street ( ~1.5 miles). Or, you may wish to bring
a folding chair and sit along Park Ave and cheer us
on! Either way, I know you will not regret this opportunity
to share your faith. (Please note: LABC will be marching
in the Gay Pride Parade alongside First Baptist Church
of Rochester and Immanuel Baptist Church.)

During our Congregational Corporate Meeting we
elected a new treasurer, Sue McMeekin-Davis, and a
new trustee, Soe Win, for Nurture and Care. The
following is the current list of Lake Avenue Baptist
Church's leadership for the 2018-2019 year:
Officers: Moderator - Laura Tubbs; Treasurer - Sue
McMeekin-Davis; Clerk - John Ganze
Trustees: Nurture and Care - Soe Win; Mission - Jane
Grant; Education - Bill Gibbs; Invitation and Welcome Chuck Theis; Myanmar Christian Church - Niang Lam
Lun (Ma Man); Resource and Support - Mike Donatucci;
Worship and Music - Susan Maybeck

Mark your calendars for our
Annual Church Picnic which
will take place on Sunday,
August 26th, 2018 at Seneca
Park at the Hawk Shelter. If
you plan to attend and are
able, please bring some fruit,
baked beans, or salads to share. Hamburgers and hot
dogs and drinks will be provided by the church. Come
for a time of fellowship, food and fun!

Additional Leadership: Historian - Garth Brokaw;
ABC/RGR Representatives - Rheanolte and Annie Marie
LeBarbour
Many thanks to Chris Hasenauer, our past Treasurer,
and Kha Tom Lamai Sorrels, past Trustee of Nurture and
Care, for their years of dedicated service to LABC.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
●Our healing prayers are with Carroll and Joyce
Turner as they deal with some health issues.

On Thursday June 21 the Invitation and Welcome
Committee and Mission Committee offered another
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community supper. This supper was a barbeque that
included hot dogs, hamburgers, and all of the fixings.
Thank you to the wonderful group of volunteers who
came together to help make this event a great success.

know people and to serve together in our community at
LABC and beyond.

HISTORIAN'S NOTE
You may have noticed the store showcase that appeared
at the back of the sanctuary a few weeks ago. This case
is on loan to LABC from the Brokaws. The story of the
case is now on the case's bottom shelf in the left hand
corner. Your Historian has just placed a new display in
this additional exhibit space. The intent is to use the
case for historical artifacts of LABC. Unfortunately we
do not hold a large number of artifacts as the 1972 fire
destroyed almost everything in the building. What you
see in this display is almost everything that was rescued
after the fire including shards of stained glass that were
blown out by the intense heat. I invite you to take a few
minutes to view the exhibit. Although few in number they
do add to the telling of the significant story of Lake Ave.
Baptist Church.

Something interesting happened that night that is worth
noting. After the volunteers had cleaned up a family of 8
who are new to America came over for dinner. Even
though all the food had been put away, the volunteers
who were still in the kitchen sprung into action to make
sure that this family received all the food they could eat,
as well as sent them on their way with additional food for
the next couple of days (they were in the process of
getting their stove repaired and had no way of cooking
in their own home). This was a wonderful example of
God living among us in this act of witness to love and
faith.
If you have not had a chance to be part of these
community suppers, as you hear them announced,
please plan to volunteer, or at least join us for food and
fellowship. They are wonderful opportunities to get to

SOME PHOTOS FROM YOUTH AND CHILDREN'S SUNDAY, JUNE 10, 2018
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