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E-MAIL:
lakeavebaptistchurchoffice@gmail.com

OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Friday
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
10:00 am: Worship for all, Sunday School
Children & Youth (Communion first Sunday
of the month)
11:15 am: Fellowship
11:45 am: Adult Education
12:30 pm: Myanmar Worship
CHURCH MODERATOR
Laura Tubbs
CHURCH STAFF
Senior Pastor
Michael Ford
Music Educator, Chancel Choir Director
and Organist
Lee Foster
Refugee Coordinator
Hkadin Lee
Director of Youth and Children's Ministry
Austin Pettigrew
Myanmar Christian Fellowship
Simon Kui, Pastor
Church Accountant
Bonaventure Moulogho
Office Manager
Ken Setera

Sunday, January 6, 2019 Epiphany Sunday and Communion: 10:00 am:
Worship and Communion for all, Sunday School for Children and Youth;
11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 11:45 am: Adult Education,
Conference Room; 12:30 pm: Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary
Sunday, January 13, 2019, Baptism of Jesus and Baby Blessings:
10:00 am: Worship for all, Sunday School for Children and Youth; 11:15 am:
Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 11:45 am: Adult Education, Conference Room;
12:30 pm: Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary
Sunday, January 20, 2019, Martin Luther King Jr. Sunday: 10:00 am:
Worship for all, Sunday School for Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship
Time, Social Hall; 11:45 am: Adult Education, Conference Room; 12:30 pm:
Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day recognizes the
birth of the civil rights leader who led
marches and boycotts for equal rights in the
Southern United States. It is celebrated the
third Monday in January. His inspiring words
and actions remind Americans everywhere
to work for racial, economic, and

Custodial Services
Lloyd Cuyler
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international justice. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day is a national holiday enacted by Congress in 1983. In 1994, Congress
named it as a day of service to the community in recognition of Dr. King’s service to the world community.
Sunday, January 27, 2019, Worship followed by our Congregational Meeting: 10:00 am: Worship for all; Sunday
School for Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 11:45 am: Adult Education, Conference
Room; 12:30 pm: Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary

UPCOMING ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY

WINTER MID WEEK BOOK STUDY

Simply Jesus by N.T. Wright
Join me (Pastor Michael) on Thursday’s in January (beginning January 10) and February for
our weekly book study on the book Simply Jesus by N.T. Wright.
In Simply Jesus, bestselling author and leading Bible scholar N.T. Wright summarizes 200
years of modern Biblical scholarship and models how Christians can best retell the story of
Jesus today. In a style similar to C.S. Lewis’s popular works, Wright breaks down the barriers
that prevent Christians from fully engaging with the story of Jesus. For believers confronting
the challenge of connecting with their faith today, and for readers of Timothy Keller’s The
Reason for God, Wright’s Simply Jesus offers a provocative new picture of how to understand
who Jesus was and how Christians should relate to him today.
We will meet each Thursday in January (starting January 10th) and February (if needed) at 1:00 p.m.-2 p.m. in
classroom 1(conference room). Join us!
The books will be available at the following link for much less than they are online at any other sources, but it is also
something you can pick up from Amazon, Barnes and Noble, or the library.
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?cm_sp=SearchFwi-_-SRP-_Results&kn=n.t.+wright&sortby=17&tn=simply+jesus
Thanks so much and I look forward to learning along with you all!

YOUR PASTOR'S LETTER
Each year I am invited by the Church Council to consider some personal goals for the year. These goals are intended
to help me to personally evaluate my growth or progress through a year. In the past I have decided that a blend of
professional and personal goals is often the best mix. And so, in addition to working on accomplishing some task or
developing some skill better, I typically work on something more personal.
In the past I have spent time exploring what a good “work-life” balance looks like (and while I don’t always achieve
that, I am most certainly doing a better job at it than I did early on in my ministry career). I have also worked on trying
to figure out what kind of “devotional life” worked best for me (I’ve never been one of those people who can read a
daily devotion and meditate on it … I have countless books of “a devotion a day” that I know the first ten days by heart
but have no idea what is found in the rest of the book). The point of these personal goals is to intentionally dedicate
some time each year, and more particularly over the course of the year, to personal growth.
For fear of sounding like a self-help guru, I have found that these personal goals are helpful. I’m not rigid about them,
but they help to give me some direction for growth that I would like to take place over the course of the twelve month
period. I haven’t settled on what I think I’ll be focusing on this year, but I know I will have to settle on it soon. I raise
this practice with you all because now is the perfect time of the year to make a similar commitment. I don’t like using
the term “New Year’s Resolution” because if history has shown anything to me, it’s that resolutions like this are often
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great for the first couple of weeks and then go by the wayside. If you doubt me on that, visit a gym in the first week of
January and then go back in February and see how many of the same people are still working diligently on the “get
back into shape” resolution. The intent of the type of personal goal I suggest is important because it’s not about proving
something to someone else. It’s not about adding something to a list of accomplishments. It’s about dedicating yourself
to something that, if you can follow it, can provide important self-growth and can help you to develop personally.
As we begin a New Year together we are very quickly going to get caught up in the plans and practices of the next
twelve months. We are going to get just as busy as we always are, and that’s exciting. I look forward to what God
has in store for us together. But in the meantime I encourage you to take a few minutes to reflect during this
transitional time between the year that was and the year that will be to ask yourself “what is it that I need to grow
at?” Or perhaps better stated, “where do I want to see some personal growth?” And then to jot down one thing.
Don’t share it with anyone. Don’t put it on Facebook or tell your family about it. It’s for you. And may we each find
opportunities by God’s grace to continue to dedicate ourselves to being the people God has called us to be, and to
growing in those areas that we need growth. May this year ahead be a year of church growth, where we develop as
a congregation, and as people learning together what it means to be children of God and a community of the faithful.
As you move through December, I challenge you to consider how you will prepare to serve God through giving of
your time and talents in the New Year. How will God use you, use each of us, and use our church to share God’s
great message of love and grace?
Blessings,

A NOTE FROM YOUR DIRECTOR OF THE WORSHIP AND MUSIC COMMITTEE
I write this on the cusp of the last Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve. As I reflect on this season of Advent, I am
filled with gratitude and warmth. Yes, this is always a busy time in our church life as well as our personal lives. Many
people work together to make our worshipping times comforting and joyful. Special music heals our souls. Thanks to
the Chancel Choir, the Good News Singers, the Burmese Singers & dancers and Instrumentalists including our
fantastic organist! Thanks to all the helpers who spent a Saturday afternoon decorating the church and social hall.
Thanks to the preachers whose words of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love came alive to us. Thanks for the children
who bring their energy and delight into every worship service.
THANK YOU ALL
I asked at staff meeting, can we talk about worship in January. Although there was hesitation to look beyond the
happy days of Christmas, we did look ahead a bit. January’s worship will include the themes of Epiphany,
celebrating the visit by the Magi; Jesus’ baptism when we will also bless the new babies in our congregation,
Martin Luther King’s birthday with special music.
January is also the time of resolutions. May I suggest that you consider how you can share your gifts during
worship. Can you sing? Join a choir. Can you greet? Be an usher or greeter. Would you like to be a reader? Speak
to Michael or me. Are you artistic? Draw a bulletin cover or enhance our worship space. Pray about this and use
the gifts God has given you. As you think on this, MAY YOU HAVE A BLESSED NEW YEAR! Susan Maybeck
youth room (mainly the young men). We enjoyed a takein meal from the Asian Buffet. Austin said Prosper and
Ruben ruled in ping pong. We had approximately 12
youth and 4 adults participated in the fun. Lara ford
posted a video of 2 of the youth singing a duet on face
book if you can access it on your computer.

●The Youth Group participated in the "Karaoke Night" at
the church on Friday night, November 30th. Austin
brought his karaoke machine and some of the youth and
a nameless adult Youth Leader crooned to old and new
music while others cheered and gave encouragement.
The social hall was decorated in the theme. The shy
ones either listened or played ping pong down in the

●The Youth Group/Sunday school was treated to the
annual Christmas Party at Alison Jameson's home. We
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carpooled to her home after Sunday worship on
December 9th. We took a hike through the woods
around her home to Powder Mills Park where we visited
the Fish Hatchery there. Afterwards, we trekked back to
her home to enjoy a meal of veggies, pizza, chicken
wings, and cookies. We sang some Christmas carols
and the Youth received stuffed Christmas stockings as
presents. We had 12 youth in attendance plus 6 adults.
Alison and Peter are always the perfect hosts to invite
youth to their home. There was ping pong and other
youth oriented games for all to enjoy.

The Greenhouse Café at 2271 E. Main St. is one of two
locations for the coffee Connection/Project Empower, a
program which provides jobs, job skills training, and
emotional support for women in recovery from addiction
and trauma. Rev Joy Bergfalk began this mission about
7 years ago.
If you have questions, please contact Jane Grant.
maybe we will do this again.....

BABY BLESSING SUNDAY WILL TAKE
PLACE ON JANUARY 13, 2019

BOOK TALK

We are creating a list of the babies that have recently
been born in our congregation and those babies who still
have not yet received a blessing. If you know someone
who has a baby they would like blessed, please let Soe
Win know by January 6.

A Book Review by
Karen Brokaw
Michelle Kuo has written a beautiful memoir of her
time spent in the Mississippi Delta teaching at risk
youth. Reading With Patrick affirms much of what I
believe about teaching. There have been far too
many instances in our history where children in certain
situations have not been given fair access to
education. The author uses literature to reach
students, to help them imagine a different world, to
build a bridge to other cultures, to see reflections of
themselves in other characters. The power of
relationship begins to develop trust and respect, and
enables the characters to see the images of God in
themselves and others. Patrick becomes a special
case for reasons I will not divulge, but not giving up on
him was one of the central ideas of the book. I was
spellbound by the beautiful use of language and her
depth of persistence in reaching students, especially
Patrick. If you are reading or tutoring students, please
know that your time is well-spent. There are many
issues that our schools need to address. Sharing the
love of literature and developing relationships is one
way individuals can help.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
● In Memoriam: Claude A. Pullis, Canandaigua Claude A. Pullis, age 88, passed away peacefully on
Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2018, after a short illness. He is
survived by his wife of 61 years, Esther Pullis; two
children, Stephen Pullis and Lynne (John) Romeu; five
grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren. Claude was
raised in Clifton, N.J. He earned a bachelor's degree
from Denison University in Ohio, a master's degree from
Eastern Baptist Seminary in Philadelphia, P.A., and a
doctorate degree from Colgate Rochester Divinity
School. Claude served as an American Baptist
Churches USA pastor for over 40 years. He was a
member of the United Church of Canandaigua. Claude
volunteered at Sonnenberg Gardens, Meals on Wheels
and Gleaner's Community Kitchen. His memorial service
will be held on Sunday, December 30, at 2 p.m. at United
Church, 11 Gibson St., Canandaigua. In lieu of flowers,
memorial contributions may be made to United Church
of Canandaigua Mission Fund, 11 Gibson St.,
Canandaigua, NY 14424. Arrangements are by
Johnson-Kennedy Funeral Home Inc., Canandaigua.
Condolences
may
be
made
to
www.johnsonkennedy.com.
●Congratulations to Gay Doh Htoo for being named as
an Honorable Mention in the All-Greater Rochester Fall
Sports Picks in Volleyball. We are proud of him and all
his hard work in both sports and academics in the past
year! Great job!

The Mission committee's newest outreach involves
reading to children at nearby School 57. We plan to
gather for coffee and conversation at the Greenhouse
Café on Monday, January 14 at 10:00 am. Come join
us.

●Many thanks to Soe Win for her dedication to providing
coffee, tea, and other goodies on Sunday morning after
worship. It is much appreciated.

Anyone interested in learning about the reading program
or learning about the mission of Coffee Connection is
invited! And if you just want to get out of the house for a
warm beverage and friendly conversation, you will be
welcome!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM OUR
LARGER COMMUNITY

reception will follow.
For tickets contact
EastmanTheatre.org or call the box office at (585) 2473000. Tickets are $18 and $20 at the door. Performers
include scholarship recipient Johathan Rhodes, Thomas
Warfield, FuturPointe Dance, Jahanti Henry, Flautist and
senior at Rochester's School of the Arts, and the Mt.
Vernon Missionary Baptist Church Male Chorus.

●PASTA (Parenting a Second Time Around) Because
kids don't come with directions. Would you like to add
more tools to your caregiver tool box to help you develop
a patient optimistic approach to parenting. Join us,
Catholic Family Center's KIN social workers and other
caregivers for the PASTA group. The KIN program
provides you with award winning tools and curriculum on
becoming a Parent a Second Time Around. This is an 8
week course and group members will be given the
opportunity to discuss various subjects regarding the
children in their care. The curriculum will help you gain
knowledge and skills about changing your role and
responsibilities as a caregiver. Each week, we will be
covering a different topic about parenting techniques
such as child development, discipline, advocacy, social
media, and teen challenges. This program will take
place every Wednesday beginning February 27, 2019
at 11am - 1 pm. It will take place at 55 Troup Street,
Rochester, NY 14608. Lunch is provided and parking is
free. Please contact either Allyson or Laura at Catholic
Family Center with any questions. Allyson: 546-7220
x4903, or Laura at 546-7220 x4826.

●Sacred Texts for Our Times: In Pursuit of Social
Justice, Interfaith Bible Study. In this year's Interfaith
Bible Study Series, Christian and Jewish presenters
tackle tough questions about pressing social justice
issues, from poverty and the environment to LGBTQ
rights and criminal justice reform. All sessions take
place from 12 - 1 pm at the Louis S. Wolk JCC of Greater
Rochester, 1200 Edgewood Ave. The next presentation
in the series is Treatment of Women on Wednesday,
February 6, 2019. Guest speakers will be Professor
Rev. Dr. C Denise Yarbrough, director of Religious and
Spiritual Life at the U of R and Nora Rubel, Jane and
Alan Batkin Professor of Jewish Studies and chair of the
Department of Religion and Classics at the U or R.
●Help Another, Become a Mentor! presented by
Pathstone. Receive training on how to be an effective
mentor; support participants in a 1-on-1 and group
settings; Help our organization keep participants
motivated while pursuing their personal and career
goals; Volunteer Commitment: up to 5 hours/month for 9
months. For more information contact our Mentor
Coordinator for Reentry Services, Joshua Murphy at
jmurphy@pathstone.org or at 802-3025

●William Warfield Scholarship Fund, supporting
African American Classical Singers, presents the
annual benefit concert honoring the late Paul
Burgett, University of Rochester Dean and Vice
President, on Sunday, January 13, 2019 at 4 pm at
Kilbourn Hall, 26 Gibbs Street, Rochester.
A
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