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Lake Avenue Baptist Church, 72 Ambrose Street, Rochester, NY 14608 

www.lakeavebaptist.org  lakeavebaptist@rochester.rr.com , 585-458-5765  

 

 

Sunday, April 3, 2016:  10:00 am Worship & Communion for all, Sunday School for children 

and youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship; 11:45 am: Adult Education; 12:00 noon: Karen Fellowship 

Worship, Myanmar Worship.  We collect our Fellowship Offering. 

Sunday, April 10, 2016: 10:00 am Worship for all, Sunday School for children and youth; 

11:15 am: Fellowship; 11:45 am: Adult Education; 12:00 noon: Karen and Myanmar Worship. 

 Sunday, April 17, 2016:  10:00 am Worship for all, Sunday School for children and youth; 

11:15 am: Fellowship; 11:45 am: Adult Education; 12:00 noon: Karen and Myanmar Worship 

Services. 

Sunday, April 24, 2016:  10:00 am: Worship for all, Sunday School for children and youth; 

11:15 am: Fellowship; 11:45 am: Adult Education; 12:00 noon: Karen and Myanmar Worship 

Services. 

 

April 3 - Easter Bible Study:  a chance to explore the meaning of Christ’s death and 

resurrection for our lives led by Pastor Debbie Reynolds. 

April 10 - Forum on proposed Strategic Plan for 2016-2019, led by our Moderator, 

Tom Argust. 

April 17 – A Conversation about Worship  

April 24 – Toxic Charity:  A group has been meeting with Pastor Michael Ford on 

Thursdays to study this book.   They hope by late April to have finished the book and 

to be ready to share what they have learned. 

For some pastor’s Easter Monday is a day of recovery after a long and, at times, 

arduous Easter season. For me, and especially this year, it is a day of deep reflection. 

This particular Easter season has been absolutely remarkable in the life of Lake 

Avenue Baptist Church. I have three reasons for making such a declarative statement 

(and let’s be totally honest, you probably would question my preacher credentials if 

I did anything other than present something in threes). 

First, during our Maundy Thursday service we repeated something we started last 

year. We invited participants to sit together around a few tables and to share in a meal. 

As we wrapped up the meal we moved into a worship time. To begin the worship two 

young men, Mark and Thaw Htoo, sang a beautiful version of “You Lift Me Up.” It 
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was absolutely wonderful, but the joy of this song transcended the power of the words or the excellent way they sang it. 

What made this so significant, at least for me, was that it was a young Burmese/Chin man who sang with a young Karen 

man. Typically many of our musical offerings have been aligned along ethnic lines. This is seldom intentional, just due to 

the fact that people often sing with others who share a language and share a particular familiarity with certain songs. Both 

young men arrived early and practiced together. They lifted their voices in song, and then after they and another young man 

prayed together with their youth leader. My heart was warmed by this display of unintentional unity and community. A 

remarkable experience to be part of. 

Second, during our Good Friday service, which I still maintain is one of the most powerful services of the year, the balance 

of readings and music was second to none. In particular the closing musical offering by our choir was absolutely stunning. 

We are blessed to have a dedicated chancel choir and very gifted section leaders. In this particular piece our soprano section 

leader lifted her voice out in a solo that captivated those in attendance. It did not stand out in an inappropriate way, but 

rather lifted the collective voices of the others in a powerful display of song. It was a beautiful thing to be part of. But what 

really made it so powerful for me was that as I looked at our choir I saw diversity. We have people in their 20’s and people 

in their 80’s (and no I’m not naming people … I know better than that ) Together they use their gifts to bring praise and 

glory to God. Their diversity and the way they have been brought together is a wonderful thing to behold. 

Third, on Easter Sunday morning we accomplished what I understand to be an LABC first. Three sermons … three 

languages. This is not an easy thing to do, but worth the effort. We are blessed by wonderful pastoral leadership in our 

various communities, and planning together and preparing together for this Easter celebration was a truly joy-filled 

experience. For the first time we selected one text and preached a short message on that text in our native tongues (Burmese, 

English and Karen). I thank our lay-pastors for their preparation and participation. My heart was filled with knowing that 

many of our folks were able to hear and understand God’s word preached in new and exciting ways in one worship service! 

Easter is indeed a busy season. As I reflect on this Easter season at LABC I thank God not for our human efforts but for the 

way God is shining into our midst in new and exciting ways. And I thank all of you for being part of this important season 

in the life of the church. I pray that as God has blessed our fellowship God will continue to be present in the year to come 

as we continue to worship, learn and serve together! 

Blessings, 

 

FROM THE DESK OF YOUR ASSOCIATE PASTOR, DEBBIE BENNETT REYNOLDS. 

We spent 5 weeks in adult education exploring Racism and White Privilege using Jim Wallis’ book, America’s Original Sin 

and other video and written resources.  Most importantly, we shared our own experiences and struggles, trying to examine 

honestly the ways both racism and privilege have shaped us and continue to impact our lives and our country.  We began 

an important conversation that we have committed to continue. I am very grateful that we are a church family that can enter 

into this dialogue with openness and respect for each other’s experiences and a desire to work for change. 

We decided at our last session to come back for further discussion.  We will plan to return to this topic on Pentecost Sunday, 

May 15th, when we celebrate the Holy Spirit being given to people of all backgrounds and races and on May 22nd.   

In the meantime, we agreed to try to read Ta-Nehisis Coates’ book, Between the World and Me.  This book is a letter by 

Coates to his 15 year old son about growing up as a black man in America.  He shares his responses to the deaths of Trayvon 

Martin and Michael Brown in Ferguson and the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement, as well as his own autobiography 

of growing up in inner city Baltimore, attending Howard University, and his struggle to learn how to live with America’s 

history and on-going realities of racism and white privilege.  The book has been critically acclaimed and is widely available.  

Please let me know by Sunday, April 10th, if you want me to order a copy for you to pick up here at the church. 

If you have been a part of this conversation so far, thank you.  If not, I hope you will join in.  

Blessings,  
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WHAT IS IN OUR FUTURE??? (An article by our Moderator, Tom Argust) 

Ready to look into the future? Want to create what our church will become? 

Through April, you can be a part of making LABC’s future and be a part of an exciting discussion on the new proposed 

2016-2019 Plan for our church. First, here is some background:  

On January 20, 2013, the Lake Avenue Baptist Church (LABC) congregation adopted a 2013-2015 Strategic Plan. Much 

has happened over these past three years: an increasing membership, expanding our outreach and ministries, the moving 

out of the Chin Fellowship, the expansion of the Myanmar Fellowship and much more.  

Believing that forward planning is very important to the life of our congregation, the Church Council (CC) appointed a 

Planning Team and charged it to evaluate the progress made on the 2013-2015 Plan and propose a 2016-2019 Strategic 

Plan for our congregation to consider and approve. 

From May, 2015 to March 2016, the Team reviewed the outcomes of the 2013-2015 Plan; developed a congregational and 

neighborhood Profile (or census) by age, ethnicity and gender; reviewed and recommitted to the present Identity, Vision 

and Mission statements (who are we; why we exist; what we will do); developed a new 2016-2019 Plan Theme, priorities 

and strategies. 

During this process, the Church Council joined with the Planning Team to work on developing the Plan. Through many 

hours of reading, studying, debating and thoughtful discussion, the group agreed on the proposed Plan which will now be 

discussed by the congregation during April and voted on in May. 

In preparing the Plan, the Team conducted a “census” (or count) of our congregation by ethnicity, gender and age. Here is 

what we found: 

* LABC has a membership of 354 adults (over 20 years old), including 270 active members, 24 active non-members 

and 55 inactive members. 

* We have 48 people in the Myanmar Fellowship, 133 in the Karen Fellowship, 134 European Americans, 31 African 

Americans, 5 Africans, 9 Hispanic, and 2 Asian Americans. 

* LABC has 192 children under the age of 20: 24 (0-2 years), 27 (3-5 years), 30 (6-8 years), 29 (9-11 years), 28 (12-14 

years), 54 (15-20 years). 

* We are a young church with the majority of our people below the age of fifty. 

* The number of Myanmar immigrants to Rochester has been steadily declining to about 70 per year and is not 

expected to increase in the foreseeable future. 

The Plan is proposing the following scripture verse from Romans 12:4 as the Biblical theme for our next three years: 

“For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function, so we, who are 

many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.…” 

Given this guiding scripture from Romans, the Plan proposes the following “tag line” or motto for our congregation’s 

2016-2019 focus and priority: 

“BUILDING GOD’S COMMUNITY TOGETHER WHILE CELEBRATING DIFFERENCES” 

We are such a unique church with a very challenging and exciting mission. The proposed 2016-2019 Plan, as we approve 

and implement it, will focus, guide and inform our work for the next three years. We move on now with the mission and 

calling God has given us, knowing that a church is not a church unless it's doing the ministry it's capable of doing. And 

LABC is capable of doing many great things! 
 

CRCDS DISTINGUISHED 

ALUMNI BANQUET 

On Tuesday March 29, 2016, two members of LABC 

received distinguished alumni awards from Colgate 

Rochester Crozer Divinity School (CRCDS). Tom Argust 

and Garth Brokaw were both awarded these prestigious 

awards in recognition of their contributions to the church and 

community over their respective careers to the present day. 

In their acceptance speeches (Tom’s was recorded before the 

event and played on a big screen and Garth shared his in 
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person), both spoke of how their educations at CRCDS 

impacted their sense of call, their post-graduation 

ministry, and how they served with the values of CRCDS 

in their respective fields. It was a joy to hear a bit more of 

their history, their reflections on their time at CRCDS, and 

what CRCDS meant (and means) to them. Many from 

LABC were present at the banquet that honored these two 

members of our church community and it was a joy to 

share in this special evening! 

 

LABC has the distinct pleasure 

of being a supporter of the 

tutoring program that takes 

place at the Maplewood 

Library. In addition to 

supplying some very dedicated 

volunteers, LABC has also helped with transportation and 

some associated costs for the program.  
 

We are pleased to report that thanks to the generosity of 

the ABCUSA Matthew 25 grant, LABC has received 

$1000.00 to help offset some of the costs of supplies for 

this program. 

 

YOUTH 

SPOTLIGHT 
Our Lake Avenue Youth are 

rehearsing each Saturday from 12:30 

pm to 2:00 pm in preparation for a presentation of Joseph 

and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat during morning 

worship on May 22.  We have had two rehearsals so far 

with an enthusiastic group ranging 15-20 youth.  We hope 

to present Joseph in dramatic form with modest scenery 

and costumes.  HELP NEEDED!  If your skill sets 

include light construction and/or painting, sewing, 

etc., please call or email Lee Foster at 544-0378 or at 

bfoster1@rochester.rr.com.  Likewise, we may need 

people to pick up and take home some of the kids on 

some Saturday afternoons. 

YOUTH LOCK-IN, Friday, April 22- 23 

Our Youth Council wants to try something new!  On 

Friday, April 22nd city schools are out.  We will meet from 

1:30-3:00 p.m. for youth musical practice with Mr. Lee.  

This will be followed by our first-ever LABC Lock-In.  

Weather permitting, we hope to enjoy an outdoor 

adventure, followed by an evening of fun activities, 

learning, and worshiping together!  (And yes, there will be 

some sleep, so youth will need to bring pillows and sleeping 

bags/blankets.). We will wrap up Saturday morning with a 

great breakfast and a closing worship.  Adult chaperones are 

needed to assist us!  You can sign up for part of the time 

(afternoon outing, evening activities, overnight, or breakfast 

and closing) if you’re not up for the whole adventure.  

 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

● We continue our prayers for Than Sein and her family as 

they deal with her illness and treatment. Her address is 446 

Driving Park Ave, Rochester, 14613. 

●Congratulations to Paw Mu Gaw and 

Nge Lay who were married on Saturday, 

March 19.   

 

● Thank You!  Thanks to 

all the choirs and 

worship participants who 

made our Holy Week 

services so beautiful and 

meaningful!  Easter 

Sunday was a glorious 

celebration of Christ’s 

resurrection.  A special 

thanks to KhaTom 

Sorrels, the Nurture & 

Care Committee, and the 

many other volunteers 

who decorated the cross 

with flowers and prepared, served, and cleaned up after our 

Easter Brunch.  Thank you also to the family of Aye May 

Paw who made this brunch possible by their donation! 

●We keep in our prayers and well 

wishes Paw Ne who will be moving 

to Minnesota to be with her son.  

Paw Ne has been extremely active in 

our church and at Mary's Place and 

has also been actively involved in 

the English tutoring program at the 

Maplewood Library.  We will miss 

her and her ministry greatly.  God bless you as you enter this 

new chapter of your life.                         
 

mailto:bfoster1@rochester.rr.com
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The next meeting and program of 

the LABC ABW will be at 1:30 

pm on Tuesday, April 19.  The 

guest speaker will be Tom Argust who will discuss 

with us the 2016-2019 Strategic Plan for Lake 

Avenue Baptist Church.   

THE LABC RECITAL 

SERIES CONTINUES 

Many thanks to Ben Escobar and friends for a 

wonderful first recital of our series.  Please mark 

your calendars for our next recital which will take 

place on Sunday, April 17th at 2:30 pm.  Our featured 

performer is alto soloist Migle Zaliukaite Lymantas.  

She will be performing songs by  Debussy, "Chanson de 

Bilitis," works of Strauss, Loewe, Barber, Tchaikovsky 

and a preview of songs from her Lithuanian CD which 

will be recorded in August,.  We hope you can make it 

and, by all means, invite your friends to this free event. 

BIBLE STUDY & WORSHIP HOSTED BY THE 

MYANMAR CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

April 22-24th Rev. Saw Ler Htoo, one of the national 

leaders of Karen Baptists and Burmese Baptists, will be 

here leading a Bible study and worship.  There will be a 

session Friday evening and Saturday morning, afternoon, 

and evening.  On Sunday Rev. Saw Ler Htoo will preach 

in the 10:00 a.m. worship service and in a combined 

Burmese/Karen service. 

The city of Rochester's 

Clean Sweep 2016 will 

take place on Saturday, 

April 30, 8 a.m. – 12 

noon. Those who 

volunteer will receive a 

free tee shirt, and a free 

pass to the Rochester 

Red Wings baseball 

game that will follow at 1:30 pm.  This annual volunteer 

event is organized by the City of Rochester to clean up 

our neighborhoods by bringing together hundreds of 

citizens who want to make Rochester a better place.  We need 

your help for our LABC team. Plan now to be a part of 

beautifying our neighborhood!  You will feel great that you 

were a part of this effort!  And remember, all participants 

who wish may stay afterward and enjoy a free Rochester Red 

Wings baseball game.  If interested, please sign up with Bill 

Gibbs. 

 

 

 

FOR OUR NEIGHBORS 

Saturday, April 30th, our Invitation & Welcome Committee 

is organizing a community dinner to meet our neighbors. 

Chuck Theis is the committee member who is taking the lead 

on organizing this event. Please sign up with Chuck to help 

with food preparation, serving and cleanup or to greet and get 

to know those who attend! 

 

OUR FELLOWSHIP FUND 
Lately, our Fellowship Fund, used to provide help for those 

in need in our community has become very low.   The first 

Sunday of every month is designated as the Sunday for 

collecting our Fellowship Offering. But, we will accept 

donations to this fund at any time.  We hope you will consider 

giving generously to this fund.  

NEWS AND EVENTS FROM OUR 

EXTENDED COMMUNITY. 

●Andrea A. Gluckman presents "It's the End of the 

World As We Know It (and I Feel Fine):  The Ironic 

Appeal of the Apocalypse at Temple B'rith Kodesh 2131 

Elmwood Ave, at 3:00 pm Sunday, May 1.  Ms. Gluckman is 

an expert in governance, culture and education in the Middle 

East.  She taught at the Unviersity of Rochester focusing on 

Middle Eastern politics and history.  She served at the 

Executive Director of the Univeristy of the Middle East 

Project.  She also teaches Islam in the Rochester area.  Her 

lecture on the idea of the apocalypse, be it religiously 

inspired, climate change driven or even zombie-laden, occurs 

repeatedly throughout human history.  In her lecture she will 

address why stories of the apocalypse persist in religious and 

secular communities throughout history and what are the 

political, social, and economic consequences of such an 



6 

 

 

appeal?  This lecture is free and open to the public and a 

reception will follow.   

●Our own Steve Randall will once again have a 

showing of his photographic art.  The exhibit is entitled 

"From Ancient to Modern:  Classic Greek Architecture in 

Black, White, and Blue."  It will be shown at the Gay 

Alliance, Gallery Q at 100 College Ave. Ste. 110, Rochester, 

NY  14607.

    

Cameron Bowl-a-Thon, Sunday March 13
th     

 

We had 40 bowlers participate and raised over $1000 for Cameron Community 

Ministries!  The pictures below are from the Bowl-a-Thon.  Thanks to all who 

bowled, drove, chaperoned, and donated money! 
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◄ March 2016              2016 May 2016 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
ABBREVIATIONS: 

ABW:  American Baptist Women 
Conf. Rm. Conference Room 

Sanc.: Sanctuary    1  
1:00 pm: Refugee 
Outreach, Mary’s 
Place 

2 12:30 - 2:00 pm: 

Youth Rehearsal for 
Musical, Sanc. 
 

3 10:00 am:  Worship & Communion 

for all & Sunday School;  We collect our 
Fellowship Offering; 11:15 am: 
Fellowship;11:45 Adult Ed. Conf. Rm.  
12:00: Burmese Worship and Karen 
Worship; 3:00 pm: Recital by Ben 
Escobar and friends, Sanc.  

4  
1:00 pm: Refugee Outreach, 
Mary’s Place; 4:30 pm: 
Tutoring, SH; 

 

5  
11:30 am: English Tutoring, 
Maplewood Library; 1:00 pm: 
Refugee Outreach, Mary’s Place; 
7:00 pm: Vision AA, SH   
No Gospel Spirits this Tues.  

6 11:00 am: Staff Meeting; 
11:30 English Tutoring, 
Maplewood Library; 1:00 pm: 
Refugee Outreach, Mary’s 
Place;  7:30 pm: Chancel 
Choir, Sanctuary 
 

7 11:30 am:  English 

Tutoring Maplewood 
Library; 1:00 pm: 
Refugee Outreach, 
Mary’s Place; 1:00 pm:  
Adult Ed. Conf. Rm 
 
 

8 1:00 pm: Refugee 

Outreach, Mary’s Place 
 

9  12:30 to 2:00 pm: 

Youth rehearsal for 
musical, Sanc.  

10 10:00 am:  Worship for all & 

Sunday School;  11:15 am: Fellowship; 
11:45 am:  Adult Ed. Conf. Rm.; 12:00: 
Burmese Worship and Karen Worship 

 
 

11  
1:00 pm: Refugee Outreach, 
Mary’s Place; 4:30 pm: 
Tutoring, SH; 
7:00 pm: Church Council 
Meeting, Conf. Rm 
 

12  
11:30 am: English Tutoring, 
Maplewood Library; 1:00 pm: 
Refugee Outreach, Mary’s Place; 
7:00 pm: Vision AA, SH  and 
Gospel Spirits Rehearsal, 
Sanctuary 

13 11:00 am: Staff Meeting; 
11:30 English Tutoring 
Maplewood Library; 1:00 pm: 
Refugee Outreach, Mary’s 
Place;  7:30 pm: Chancel 
Choir, Sanctuary 
 

14  
11:30 am:  English 
Tutoring Maplewood 
Library; 1:00 pm: 
Refugee Outreach, 
Mary’s Place; 1:00 pm 
Adult Ed. Conf. Rm 

15 1:00 pm: Refugee 

Outreach, Mary’s Place 
 

16 12:30 to 2:00 pm: 

Youth rehearsal for 
musical, Sanc 
 

17  
10:00 am:  Worship for all & Sunday 
School;  11:15 am: Fellowship; 11:45 
am:  Adult Ed. Conf. Rm.; 12:00: 
Burmese Worship and Karen Worship 

18 1:00 pm: Refugee 

Outreach, Mary’s Place; 4:30 
pm: Tutoring, SH; 
7:00 pm: Mission and 
Nurture and Care Meetings 
 
 

19 11:30 am: English Tutoring, 

Maplewood Library; 1:00 pm: 
Refugee Outreach, Mary’s Place; 
1:30 pm: ABW Mtg. and Program; 
7:00 pm: Vision AA, SH  and 
Gospel Spirits Rehearsal, 
Sanctuary 

20 11:00 am: Staff Meeting; 
11:30 am English Tutoring 
Maplewood Library; 1:00 pm: 
Refugee Outreach, Mary’s 
Place; 1:30 pm: Care Ministry, 
Conf. Rm.  7:30 pm: Chancel 
Choir, Sanctuary 

21  
11:30 am:  English 
Tutoring Maplewood 
Library; 1:00 pm: 
Refugee Outreach, 
Mary’s Place; 1:00 pm 
Adult Ed. Conf. Rm 
 

22 1:00 pm: Refugee 

Outreach, Mary’s Place;1:30 
pm to 3:00 pm: Youth 
rehearsal for musical, 
Sanc.; Youth Lock In at 
church following rehearsal.   
 

23  
  

24 10:00 am:  Worship for all;   We 

collect our MEEK Offerings; 11:15 am: 
Fellowship;  11:45 am: Adult Ed, Conf. 
Rm. 12:00: Combined Burmese and 
Karen Worship 
 

25  
1:00 pm: Refugee Outreach, 
Mary’s Place; 4:30 pm: 
Tutoring, SH; 7:30 pm:  
Invitation and Welcome 

26 11:30 am: English Tutoring, 

Maplewood Library; 1:00 pm: 
Refugee Outreach, Mary’s Place; 
7:00 pm: Vision AA, SH  and 
Gospel Spirits Rehearsal, 
Sanctuary 

27 11:00 am: Staff Meeting; 
11:30 English Tutoring 
Maplewood Library; 1:00 pm: 
Refugee Outreach, Mary’s 
Place;  7:30 pm: Chancel 
Choir, Sanctuary 

28 11:30 am:  English 

Tutoring Maplewood 
Library; 1:00 pm: 
Refugee Outreach, 
Mary’s Place; 1:00 pm 
Adult Ed. Conf. Rm 

29 1:00 pm: Refugee 

Outreach, Mary’s Place 
 

30 Clean Sweep: 8:00 

- 12 noon.  12:30o 
Youth rehearsal for 
musical, Sanc. 6:00 
pm: Community 
Dinner 

Myanmar Fellowship Bible Study with Saw Ler Htoo 

http://www.wincalendar.com/March-Calendar/March-2016-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/May-Calendar/May-2016-Calendar.html

