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DEADLINE FOR NEXT NEWS IS
December 17, 2018
CHURCH CALENDAR: To see the most up-to-date
calendar of church events please visit
www.lakeavebaptist.org .

Lake Avenue Baptist Church
E-MAIL:
lakeavebaptistchurchoffice@gmail.com

OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Friday
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
10:00 am: Worship for all, Sunday School
Children & Youth (Communion first Sunday
of the month)
11:15 am: Fellowship
11:45 am: Adult Education
12:30 pm: Myanmar Worship
CHURCH MODERATOR
Laura Tubbs
CHURCH STAFF
Senior Pastor
Michael Ford
Music Educator, Chancel Choir Director
and Organist
Lee Foster
Refugee Coordinator
Hkadin Lee
Director of Youth and Children's Ministry
Austin Pettigrew
Myanmar Christian Fellowship
Simon Kui, Pastor
Church Accountant
Bonaventure Moulogho
Office Manager
Ken Setera
Custodial Services
Lloyd Cuyler

Sunday, December 2, 2018, First Sunday of Advent, Hope: 10:00 am:
Worship and Communion for all, Susan Maybeck preaching; Sunday School
for Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 11:45 am:
Adult Education, Conference Room; 12:30 pm: Myanmar Worship,
Downstairs Sanctuary
Sunday, December 9, 2018, Second Sunday of Advent, Peace: 10:00
am: Worship for all, Music Sunday; Sunday School for Children and Youth;
11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 11:45 am: Adult Education,
Conference Room; 12:30 pm: Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary
Love Came Down, We Are Made Love, and We Are to Be Love in
Action. On Sunday, December 9, the Chancel Choir will lead worship to
frame the essential idea of faith, that Love came down from God, we are
made in His image – not just in form, but also in purpose – and that we
become and act as Love in action. We are to care for those in need,
celebrate the Love that is given to us, and become the image of the God
we honor in deed.
Anthems by Norwegian composers Ola Gjeilo and Kim Arnesen,
Canadian composer Sarah Quartel, and famed British composer Ralph
Vaughan Williams will set forth the ideas of Advent - Hope, Peace, Joy,
and Love. Readings from Biblical accounts and from ancient and
contemporary writers will expand and stimulate consideration of the Love
that has been given to us and that we are to model to the world around
us. Join us in worship Sunday, December 9, at 10:00 am for a musical
welcome to the Love of God.
Lee Foster
Sunday, December 16, 2018: Third Sunday of Advent, Joy: 10:00 am:
Worship for all, Simon Kui preaching; Sunday School for Children and Youth;
11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 11:45 am: Adult Education,
Conference Room; 12:30 pm: Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary
Thursday, December 20, 2018: 7:00 pm. Service of Light, Susan
Maybeck preaching. For some of us the Christmas season brings sad
memories and painful experiences. The hustle and bustle of all the
preparation and anticipation bogs us down. If this resonates with you this is
a service for you. With music and words and lighting candles we will
acknowledge the sad as well as the happy feelings we have during Yuletide.
Sunday, December 23, Fourth Sunday of Advent, Love: 10:00 am:
Worship for all, Michael Ford preaching; Sunday School for Children and
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Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 11:45 am: Adult Education, Conference Room; 12:30 pm: Myanmar
Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary
Monday, December 24, Christmas Eve Join us at 7:00 pm as we celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ
through familiar carols, scripture readings and candle-lighting.
Tuesday, December 25. Church Office Closed

Sunday, December 30, First Sunday of Christmas 10:00 am: Worship for all; Sunday School for Children and
Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship Time, Social Hall; 11:45 am: Adult Education, Conference Room; 12:30 pm: Myanmar
Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary

ADULT EDUCATION FOR ADVENT: Please join us in the conference room each Sunday at 11:45 am during
December for a Bible study on Advent.
UPCOMING ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY
Simply Jesus by N.T. Wright
Starting in January, we will have a weekly book study on the book Simply Jesus. We will need to determine the best
day for the study, and so I’m encouraging you to contact me by email at revmichaelford@gmail.com and let me know
what days/nights and times would work best for you. Even if you can’t join us, you are welcome to pick up a copy of
the book and read along. It’s a good book and worth exploring either together or on your own.
Further, the books will be available at the following link for much less than they are online at any other sources, but it
is also something you can pick up from Amazon, Barnes and Noble, or the library.
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?cm_sp=SearchFwi-_-SRP-_Results&kn=n.t.+wright&sortby=17&tn=simply+jesus
Thanks so much and I look forward to learning along with you all!

YOUR PASTOR'S LETTER
Three thousand coats. Three thousand. I’ll give you a moment to let that sink in. Three thousand coats filled our social
hall the Monday before Thanksgiving. They weren’t there long. Within 10 hours most of them had found new homes on
the backs of men, women, and children who were so glad to have a clean winter coat. The children’s coats went first.
They always do. The smiles on children’s faces as they pick out a new coat. It’s remarkable. Next up to go are men’s
coats. Last are the women’s coats. Of the three thousand coats that came in, I would guess that just over 2000 made their
way out the door that day. Those that remained have been picked up but people from the Deaf Refugee sign language
classes, the men and women from AA, our own folks on Thanksgiving day or the following Sunday. In a few more days
Mary’s Place is coming by to pick up their own supply. They will all be gone within the week.
I recall sharing this last year and each year that we’ve been part of this incredible event. It always amazes me. It really is a
wonderful thing to be a part of because in Rochester the need is so great and the generosity is so extensive. When we are
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asked each year if we’re able to participate and offer our space, I don’t even let them get out the request before I say
“yes.” I think this is the start of something with a long and fruitful future.
This year something else stood out to me that I wanted to share with you. The volunteers this year amazed me. They
showed up on time, worked diligently to get the job done, and in the process there was such a sense of joy. The day of the
event, there was such respect shown to each person who came through the door. There was such care and conversation. I
was deeply moved by the incredible show of volunteers who were part of the coat-giveaway.
Volunteers are a vital part of ministry. We cannot do all that we do as a church without a strong team of volunteers who
live out the ministries to which we have been called. Consider our Sunday school programs. Imagine what would happen
without your teachers. I shudder to think. Imagine our community dinners without people to cook and greet and serve.
Imagine our choirs without people. These are just a few examples of how volunteers make the church go round.
This year during our stewardship emphasis we asked you to consider how you give of your time and talents. I cannot
understate how important it is that we commit our time and talents to the church in the ministries that God calls us to.
Without you it would not be possible. Plain and simple.
As we prepare to move into a new year I ask you to consider how you give of your time and talents to the church, or to be
completely honest, beyond the church (we give of these things in our church community but also out of our faith to the
world beyond, and it is all so important). If you aren’t giving of these things in some way, I invite you to consider how
you could, and to find the places where your service might be so appreciated.
I love serving alongside of you. I love seeing each of you learn something new about yourselves in your service, and
seeing each of you blossom as we walk alongside God and alongside each other.
As you move through December, I challenge you to consider how you will prepare to serve God through giving of your
time and talents in the New Year. How will God use you, use each of us, and use our church to share God’s great message
of love and grace?
Blessings,

A NOTE FROM YOUR DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
This time of year always brings such fond memories of sights, sounds and smells for me. From putting up
decorations, to hearing mom play Amy Grant's Christmas album for the twentieth time to the scent of almond extract
filling the kitchen.
I think about how these memories have shaped and molded me and it makes me wonder about what memories are
we instilling in our children and youth at Lake Ave.
I want to motivate and instill in them a value of service and giving all year long but especially now during the holiday
season.
This year we are partnering with Heifer, International. Heifer was started by Dan West, an American, Midwest farmer
and member of the Church of the Brethren He helped refugees after the American Spanish war by giving animals to
people in need in other countries. By partnering with Heifer, this does several things: one it helps connect them with
a family that through small giving can help transform the recipients' lives; two it shows them through working
together we can accomplish a task that helps people. So, each class is going to pick an animal or project they want
to donate to. You can learn more about Heifer International at: www.heifer.org
We ask for prayers and monetary giving as we work to instill the love of neighbor through our giving during our
Sunday School time.
Blessings as we follow the Prince of Peace

Austin Pettigrew
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public elementary schools, members of our committee
met with Ricky Frazier from the Rochester City School
District to explore the possible intersection of RCSD
needs with resources of LABC. He suggested that we
might connect with School 57, the district’s only early
childhood school (Pre-K through Grade 2), and a
“neighbor”—on nearby Costar Street.

We plan to decorate the
Christmas tree in the sanctuary
and put up other Christmas
decorations
on
Saturday,
December 15 at 1:00 pm. All are
invited to come and help us to
beautify our worship space.
Remember, as the saying goes,
"Many hands make easy work."
Hope to see you then.

After meeting with Ms. Eva Thomas, Principal, the idea
of church members reading stories to children emerged.
This idea is still in its beginning stage, but several of our
members have offered to share stories with the children
and some classroom connections have already been
established. In the days before Thanksgiving, we
learned of some emergency needs of families in the
school and we were able from our Mission budget to
provide Thanksgiving meals to two households. Other
connections are possible: Could we help with a school
garden? Could our building be an alternative meeting
site for parents of special-needs children? Other
opportunities may emerge. If you are interested in
reading to children, please contact Jane Grant.

HOW DO YOU SAY
IN YOUR LANGUAGE?
We would like to compile a listing of "Christ is born" in
the many languages of our church. Please give Susan
Maybeck or Simon Kui a written translation for this
phrase in your language. We would like to be able to
use this on Christmas Eve.

BABY BLANKETS AND
CREATION CARE

UPDATE FROM THE
"WHAT'S NEXT?"
COMMITTEE

For several years, we have had a tradition at Lake
Avenue Church of gifting a polyester fleece blanket to
our new babies as they were dedicated. Recently, I saw
a short video about the impact of polyester fabrics on the
environment. It seems that small fibers of plastic are
shed every time a polyester item is washed. These
fibers get into our water supply and can even be
consumed by animals. So, I thought, I will switch to
cotton, a much more environmentally safe choice. It
turns out that cotton is the highest user of pesticides of
any crop in the world. It also requires enormous
amounts of water. So, cotton kills bees, contaminates
water and depletes water stores. I searched some more.
The most environmentally safe choices are organic
cotton, hemp, soy silk or cashmere, linen, and bamboo.
You probably guessed that they are incredibly
expensive!!! They are not an option for our baby blanket
ministry. At this point we will stick with fleece. It is easy
to sew, soft, warm and reasonably priced. Here's the
thing about caring for God's creation - the answers are
not always easy or clear-cut. The members of the
Creation Care Team are hoping that LABC can become
a place where we learn, discuss, and search for
solutions in our quest to gently care for our earth and the
people thereof.

We asked and you
responded! Thank you,
Gracias, Merci,
က ျေးဇျေးတင်ပါတယ
The “What's Next?” committee asked you “What makes
you smile about LABC? And we received 245
responses! We also asked “What is God calling LABC
to do?” and we received 194 responses. WOW!
We are looking at all the responses and noticing
trends. We are working on a summary that will be
presented to the Church Council and Myanmar
Leadership in January, 2019. You have given us so
much hope, direction and excitement. May the Spirit of
God continue to guide us and lead us as we move
forward in the coming year.

Marian Coger, for Annie Marie LeBarbour, Mike
Donatucci, Michael Ford, Laura Bancroft and Billy Simba

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
CONNECTING WITH SCHOOL #57
After several years of delivering floral bouquets and
messages of support from our congregation to 9 area

●Our prayers and well wishes are with Elizabeth
Whitmore who recently had the pins removed from her
broken arm. It is now healed enough that she no longer
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●William Warfield Scholarship Fund, supporting
African American Classical Singers, presents the
annual benefit concert honoring the late Paul
Burgett, University of Rochester Dean and Vice
President, on Sunday, January 13, 2019 at 4 pm at
Kilbourn Hall, 26 Gibbs Street, Rochester.
A
reception will follow.
For tickets contact
EastmanTheatre.org or call the box office at (585) 2473000. Tickets are $18 and $20 at the door. Performers
include scholarship recipient Johathan Rhodes, Thomas
Warfield, FuturPointe Dance, Jahanti Henry, Flautist and
senior at Rochester's School of the Arts, and the Mt.
Vernon Missionary Baptist Church Male Chorus.

needs a sling. She is back home with the Morton family
and is beginning physical therapy.
●In Memoriam: Triss Barnes, a member of Lake
Avenue Baptist Church and friend to long time member
Vern Thayer passed away last week. We extend our
heartfelt sympathy to her family.
● At this time of year to give thanks, The Hopkin and
Ehlke families have another joyous reason to give
thanks. On Thursday, Thanksgiving Day, Amy, Dan, and
Kit welcomed Meredith Eleonore and Marcus Richard
to the world! Meredith was born at 7:06 am and is 4 lbs
13 oz. Marcus was born at 7:07 am and is 5 lbs 2
oz. Everyone is hungry, sleepy, and doing well!

●Sacred Texts for Our Times: In Pursuit of Social
Justice, Interfaith Bible Study. In this year's Interfaith
Bible Study Series, Christian and Jewish presenters
tackle tough questions about pressing social justice
issues, from poverty and the environment to LGBTQ
rights and criminal justice reform. All sessions take
place from 12 - 1 pm at the Louis S. Wolk JCC of Greater
Rochester, 1200 Edgewood Ave. The next presentation
in the series is Immigration, Welcoming the Stranger
on Wednesday, December 5, 2018. Guest speakers will
be Professor Joseph Kelly, Emeritus, Nazareth College
and Rabbi Alan Katz, Temple Sinai.
For more
information and to find out about other upcoming
programs, please contact Reverend Debbie Grohman at
grcc1@frontiernet.net or by calling 254-2570

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM OUR
LARGER COMMUNITY
●Human Rights Day, Remembering the 25
Anniversary of the Rwandan Genocide and the
heroes who survived it. Wednesday, December 5 at
7:00 pm at the Warshof Conference Center, R.
Thomas Flynn Campus Center Monroe A & B.
Parking is in Lot M. The guest speaker is Dydine
Umunyana who is the author of Embracing Survival.
She has served as a Youth Peace Ambassador for the
Aegis Trust and a Global Mentor for Peace for the
educational organization Serve to Unite. Hear her
compelling story of survival and her current human rights
advocacy. Free tickets are required and are available at
www.monroecctickets.com. This event is sponsored by
the Holocaust, Genocide, and Human Rights Project.

Merry Christmas
from your very
professional staff!
From left to right:
Austin, Michael
Bon, Hkadin
Simon, Ken
Lee, Lloyd
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Many of the children and some of the adults of the church have asked who the woman is in the picture that hangs in the
hallway near Pastor Michael's office. Helen Barrett Montgomery was a member of Lake Avenue Baptist Church and a
very influential member of the Rochester community. The following short biography gives a glimpse into the life of this
very remarkable lady.
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