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Lake Avenue Baptist Church, 72 Ambrose Street, Rochester, NY 14608 

www.lakeavebaptist.org; Phone: 585-458-5765 Fax: 585-458-5766 

Sunday, May 7, 2017: 10:00 am: Worship & Communion for all; Sunday 

School for Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship; 11:45 am: Adult 

Education, Conference Room; 12:00 pm: Karen Worship, Sanctuary and 

Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary.  3:00 pm: Recital, Sanctuary  

Sunday, May 14, 2017: 10:00 am: Worship for all; Sunday School for 

Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship; 11:45 am: Adult Education, 

Conference Room; 12:00 pm: Karen Worship, Sanctuary and Myanmar 

Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary 

Children's Sunday, May 21, 2017: 10:00 am: Join us as our grade school 

children and teachers lead our worship service. 11:15 am: Fellowship; 11:45 

am: Adult Education, Conference Room; 12:00 pm: Karen Worship, 

Sanctuary and Myanmar Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary 

Sunday, May 28, 2017: 10:00 am: Worship for all; Sunday School for 

Children and Youth 11:15 am: Fellowship; 11:45 am: Adult Education, 

Conference Room; 12:00 pm: Karen Worship, Sanctuary and Myanmar 

Worship, Downstairs Sanctuary 

 Save the Date!  Youth Sunday will be held on June 18, Father's Day, 

 and will be followed by our annual strawberry social.   

 

“Do you know my friend? He lives in Canada.” People have no idea how 

many times I’ve been asked that question since I’ve moved to Rochester. As 

a born and bred Canadian, I am quite often confronted with the question 

about a relative, a friend, a long-lost school companion who lives in the great 

white north (Canada). People seem to forget that Canada is a few thousand 

miles from sea to sea, and within that vast landscape are 35 plus million 

people. In other words, most often the answer is a definitive “no” to any 

question that starts out “do you know …” Except when it’s not. 

This past week our partner in ministry, Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity 

School, offered its annual spring lecture series. If you have not had the 

opportunity to take in these lectures, please plan to do so next year. They 

are a wonderful opportunity to learn from local and international minds about 

very important topics for this day and age. But I digress. The Thursday 
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lecture is focused on LGBTQI issues and the speaker, I learned, was a Jamaican man currently living and working in 

Canada. When I heard that he’s in Canada I struck up a conversation with him. I mentioned that I lived in Hamilton 

and it turns out he is part of the Anglican diocese of Niagara which is based in Hamilton. He works in areas of social 

justice and so he asked “do you know …” and inserted the name of a former colleague from a neighboring church that 

I worked closely with on ecumenical matters when I lived in that city. And so, for the first time since I moved to 

Rochester, when I heard the question “do you know …?” the answer was a yes! 

There is more to the story. Given the ever so small world thanks to things like Facebook and other social media, by 

the next morning I was part of a group message involving my old friend, my new friend, and a couple of other people 

that the speaker from the series thought it would be good for me to get to know. 

The reason that I share this story is very simple. We never know how things are going to pan out in our lives. We 

never know when people from our past are going to intersect with people from our present. The world is seemingly 

getting smaller and smaller thanks to the wonderful world of the internet. My experience is a perfect example of how 

people from our past can easily become people for our future. In this instance I intend to draw upon the relationship 

that I thought I left in Dundas for the good of the community here in Rochester. When I am in Hamilton next my friend 

and I have decided we are going to get together. He is working on issues of social justice within the Anglican church, 

and has done some wonderful work on community building. I think many of the tools they have developed have 

relevancy here in Rochester. We never would have reconnected if it were not for a lecturer in Rochester NY … small 

world.  

Along with the fact that we never know how things are going to come about, I think this is a great reminder of how 

important it is not to “burn bridges.” By that I mean, not to destroy relationships with people we think are going to be 

left in our past, because they may not be, and we may want or need to reestablish those relationships again. This is 

a simple reminder to treat others with love and respect at all times.  

Who are the people in your life that you have reconnected with in the most unexpected ways? Who are the people 

who you have connected others with simply because they asked “do you know …?” 

May this post-Easter season continue to be a season of unexpected relationships that are developed or renewed for 

the good of God’s Kingdom. 

Blessings, 

 

 

A Note from Music Educator, Director, and Organist, Lee Foster 

Gifts – Given – Giving 

Our section leaders Ben Escobar, Ekaterina (Kat) Gorlova, Ken Setera, and Migle Zaliukaite-Limantas exemplify the 

unofficial motto of my older son’s Alma Mater, Davidson College – “You have been given much; you have much to 

give.” 

Each of these individuals is wondrously talented; each of these individuals give much to LABC and the community at 

large. 

Ben, within the past week 1. played his jury (performance exam) at the Eastman School of Music in a formidable set 

of piano compositions, 2. rehearsed and performed in, as Associate Director and Board Member of the Empire Film 

Music Ensemble, Terra, a celebration of Earth Day of a 60 piece orchestra, chorus, and other ensembles, with 

proceeds going to Seed Folks Project – an urban farming project working with youth in the city of Rochester, 3. 

released a new DVD, 4. accompanied the Chancel Choir in a very difficult anthem, 5. had a board meeting of the 

Empire Film Music Ensemble, 6. played a magnificent concert at LABC on Sunday, April 23 with Rennie Cotner, horn, 
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and Emelyn Bashour, violin.  If you are saying, “Whew!”, you are not alone. 7. Additionally, he and Kat have recently 

taken upon the direction of the Gospel Spirits for a time, while going to class, taking exams, etc., etc., etc. 

Kat recently performed her stunning degree recital with numerous accompanying musicians, performed as a star 

performer, with Ben, in a Master Class with Renée Fleming, sang a beautiful concert of early music with lutenist and 

theorbo player, Daniel Guerola at LABC on April 15, , sang both an early music duet and, in a choir, singing a 

complicated, difficult work of minimalist composer, Phillip Glass, in the Empire Film Music Musical Ensemble, was 

understudy for Cinderella in the ESM Opera, and co-directing the Gospel Spirits, also while taking courses and exams. 

Kat will be performing with the Boston Early Music Society this summer and will continue as soprano section leader 

at LABC next season. 

Migle, our energizer-bunny of section leaders, has auditioned for numerous opera roles and will be performing in 

multiple operas this summer, has been offered an opportunity to audition for the Milan Opera Academy, sang the role 

of the step-mother in Cendrillon (Cinderalla) at the ESM, and is currently in Vilnius, Lithuania, where she sang 

numerous concerts as part of an International Music Festival.  Her senior recital is scheduled for May 5, 1:30 pm in 

Kilbourn Hall at the ESM. She has given proceeds of concerts to children in need, especially to Lithuanian orphanages.  

Ken, our tenor section leader and Office Manager at LABC, has sung several solos in anthems on Good Friday and 

on earlier Sundays, puts together weekly and Holy Week bulletins, attends to many families of Somali and Burmese 

origins, while taking people to doctor appointments, to citizenship meetings in Buffalo, to sports events, and so much 

that we do not fully know because Ken simply and generously cares for so many, including numerous people in the 

LABC neighborhood.   

Each of these remarkable people has been given much; each has much to give. Not one is conceited or arrogant.  

Indeed, each is a humble, generous, and kind person. 

Please save the date:  Kat and Migle are graduating from ESM this year.  We will celebrate their graduations on 

Sunday, May 7, at the fellowship time following the English worship service.  Kat will be with us one more year as she 

is performing with the famed early music organization, Pegasus.  Migle will be presenting a recital at LABC on Sunday, 

May 7, at 3:00 pm. 

While giving so much to LABC and the Rochester community, our section leaders are scholars who provide 

educational opportunities for us as we share our care for them as a community of faith.  We give a safe place for them 

to succeed while all of us learn.  They, and we, are both on a two-way street of giving and learning.  While we play a 

financial role in their lives, these fine people give us so much more.  What does it cost to be a servant church? 

We are blessed to have these fine people in our midst. 

We have been given much; we have much to give. 

 

 

Yep, it's that time of year again - time to get the church 

grounds and neighboring areas cleaned up following 

the ravages of fall and winter!  This year we have 

scheduled our church clean-up to coincide with 

Rochester Clean-Sweep on Saturday, May 6th 

beginning at 8:00 am.  (Of course, you can come later 

if you wish!)  We will be focusing on cleaning the area 

directly around the church and including Ambrose and 

Jones Ave up to N. Plymouth Ave. and the city triangle 

between Ambrose St., Jones Ave. and Lake Ave.  As usual, 

there will be coffee and tea and breakfast sweets available 

for those who need a pick-me-up in the morning.  Bring 

rakes and outside tools and wear clothes that you don't 

mind getting a bit grungy.  So, mark your calendars for May 

6th, a day of fun and frolic and work in the (we hope!) 

sunshine! 

   

MEET THE NILES,  AMERICAN BAPTIST 

CHURCH MISSIONARIES IN THE CONGO 

Wayne and Katherine Niles are missionaries in the 
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Democratic Republic of Congo.  They are a part of the 

American Baptist International Ministries team.  Wayne 

assist the Congolese in fighting disease and starvation 

by teaching them more modern agricultural practices 

and finding new ways to generate income.  Katherine 

works with Congolese health professionals to reduce 

maternal and child mortality rates.  She coordinates 

White Cross supplies and works with Baptist hospitals 

and health centers to achieve this goal.  Because 

Katherine posts often about their daily life, it is clear 

that there are many obstacles to overcome.  Violence, 

hunger, disease and death are constant companions.  

Overcoming poverty, superstitions and lack of 

education is very difficult.  Katherine and Wayne are 

devoted to the people of the Congo and have become 

one with them, sharing culture, knowledge, and love.  

Please pray for the Niles and the people of the Congo 

as they continue their work. 

Remember it is through your generous offerings to the 

World Mission Offering that helps to support the 

humanitarian work of Wayne and Katherine Niles and 

the many other American Baptist Missionaries 

throughout the world.  

 

Calling all women, 

young ladies, and older 

girls!  Join us on 

Saturday, May 13th, 1-3 

p.m. for a time of fellowship together. Please bring 

some finger foods, snacks and treats to share.  Jackie 

Sullivan will provide the tea.   

 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

●Our healing prayers are with Shirley Seidel as she 

recuperates from quadruple by-pass surgery at 

Rochester General Hospital.    

●Prayers for John Eysvogel who continues to 

recuperate at Hill Haven Nursing Home and 

Rehabilitation Center, 1550 Empire Blvd., Webster, 

NY. 

●We extend our prayers to Marjorie Bennett, Debbie 

Bennett Reynolds' mom, as she continues to deal with 

a number of health challenges.    

●A CELEBRATION! Join us on Sunday, May 7, during 

our fellowship time as we celebrate the many 

contributions of Juleen (Julie) Carter and Kathy 

Madigan to the Lake Avenue Baptist Church 

congregation.  Julie and Kathy will be establishing 

residence in North Carolina very shortly. Please wish them 

well as they begin this new segment of their lives together. 

God bless you Julie and Kathy.  We will miss you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It's in print!  Congratulations to Jane Grant on the 

publication of her new book "The Barns of Greece, NY"  

This wonderful book incorporates the beautiful photos of the 

barns taken by Jane along with the history and stories of the 

barns obtained through Jane's many interviews of the 

owners of the barns and those familiar with them. Copies of 

the book may be purchased at the Greece Historical 

Society.  

 

EMERGENCY HELP FOR 

NEIGHBORHOOD FAMILIES. 
 

This is just a reminder that the last Sunday of each month 

is MEEK Sunday, the Sunday that we recognize the 

Maplewood Edgerton Food Cupboard.  On that Sunday we 

encourage you to bring a non-perishable food donation to 

the church which will be given to MEEK to replenish their 

shelves.  But, you can bring donations to the church at any 

time or any day of the week.  Donations are also gladly 

accepted directly at the MEEK location within the Church of 
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the Ascension, 2 Riverside St, Rochester, NY.  The 

hours are Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9:00 

–11:30 AM. For more information, please call MEEK at: 

458-4682.  

 

LAKE AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH 

RECITAL SERIES 
Join our alto section leader, Migle Zaliukaite-

Limantas, for her graduation recital on Friday, May 5th 

at Eastman School of Music Kilbourne Hall at 1:30 pm.  

Migle will also perform a recital in the sanctuary of our 

church on Sunday, May 7th at 3:00 pm.  Both events 

are free and open to the public.  After May 7 Migle will 

be leaving Rochester and also her position as alto 

section leader in our chancel choir.  We have been very 

fortunate to have had her in our choir for the past four 

years.  We hope you will plan to attend to wish her well 

as she pursues her vocal career.    

   

NEWS FROM OUR LARGER 

COMMUNITY: 

●SAVE THE DATE:  On June 6, 2017 at 5:30 pm 

individuals representing 25 faith communities will 

join for the 26th annual Faith In Action Celebration 

Dinner at Pittsford's Burgundy Basin Inn to 

recognize the many people who have put their faith 

in action daily.  In particular we will honor:  Lifetime 

Achievement Award:  Rev. Lawrence Witmer, former 

Executive Director of the GRCC and former 

Community Minister for the Rochester Region of the 

American Baptist Churches.  Metropolitan Award:  The 

Rt. Rev. Dr. Prince G. Singh, the Eighth Bishop of the 

Episcopal Diocese of Rochester.  We hope you will be 

able to join us in supporting these and the other 

community leaders by reserving a seat at the dinner. 

●Please join us at the Fairport Baptist Homes 

Foundation First Annual Breakfast featuring guest 

speaker, Tony Buettner, author of The Blue Zones 

Solution, Eating and Living Like the World's 

Healthiest People.  The breakfast will take place on 

Wednesday, May 10 from 8 to 9:15 am, (registration at 

7:30 am) at Burgundy Basin Inn in Pittsford.  For more 

information please contact Kathleen Zastrow at 

kzastrow@fbhcm.org. or call 388-2322. 

 ●ROCOVERY FITNESS:  You are invited to the 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the Recovery 

Outreach Center located at 1035 Dewey Ave., May 

1, 2017 at 11 am.  Dessert and refreshments to follow.  

ROCovery Fitness' vision is to create a safe place where 

the impossible becomes reality, where strength is found and 

confidence is built.  A place where those on the journey of 

recovery are welcome regardless of their past or present 

experiences.  We look forward to meeting and potentially 

working with you as we strive to battle addiction through 

fitness and comradery.  If interested in finding out more 

about this new program, please email: 

mail@rocoveryfitness.org or call 484-0234.   

●CRCDS Spring Lectures: Thanks to the community, 
friends, students, alumni/ae, faculty and staff who joined 
together to make the CRCDS Spring Lectures, "When I was 
in Prison….Restoring Dignity and Justice" a success! 
Several hundred people attended lectures, a film screening, 
panel discussions and chapel services over the course of 
four days, April 17-20, 2017. A special congratulations and 
thank you to the Class of 1967 attendees as well as those 
who attended from classes of 1992, 2007 and 2012. 

We extend special thanks to our guest lecturers, Rev. Dr. 
Edward Hunt, Daniel Hunter and Maurice Tomlinson, as 
well as Dr. Joshua Dubler and the distinguished community 
panel members who served on the Incarceration panel 
discussion.  We are grateful for the opportunity to come 
together to tackle the issue of mass incarceration and 
inequality from our Christian faith perspective. 

Lectures were filmed and will be available for viewing the 
week of May 1, 2017. A link to the videos will be posted on 
our website and on the CRCDS Facebook page. 

Please save the date of our Fall 2017 Lectures, "There will 
always be poor in our land…Why? Poverty, Policy & 
Economic Justice," October 2-5, 2017. Details on individual 
lectures will available soon 

 

Join us for our Annual Cameron 

Peace Walk! Our Annual Peace Walk is 
a beautiful day that gives our kids a 
voice to be heard in their own 
neighborhood! Please join us and 
march for peace in Rochester! 

Thursday May 18th at 430 p.m.! We 
will gather at Cameron Community 

Ministries on Cameron street at 4:00 p.m. 
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