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DEADLINE FOR NEXT NEWS IS
APRIL 19, 2018
CHURCH CALENDAR: To see the most up-to-date
calendar of church events please visit
www.lakeavebaptist.org .

Lake Avenue Baptist Church
E-MAIL:
lakeavebaptistchurchoffice@gmail.com

OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Friday
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
10:00 am: Worship for all, Sunday School
Children & Youth (Communion first Sunday
of the month)
11:15 am: Fellowship
11:45 am: Adult Education
12:30 pm: Myanmar Worship
CHURCH MODERATOR
Laura Tubbs
CHURCH STAFF
Senior Pastor
Michael Ford
Music Educator, Chancel Choir Director
and Organist
Lee Foster
Gospel Spirits Director and Pianist
Isobel Davies

Sunday, April 1, 2018, Easter Sunday: 10:00 am: Worship and
Communion for all; Easter Egg Hunt for Children during Sunday School;
Please remember to bring some flowers in to decorate the cross in the
front of the sanctuary. 11:15 am: Easter Brunch, Social Hall (Your
donations of breakfast casseroles, breakfast baked goods, or fruit would
be greatly appreciated); 12:30 pm: Myanmar Worship, Sanctuary
Sunday, April 8, 2018, First Sunday of Easter: 10:00 am: Worship for
all; Sunday School for Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship Time,
Social Hall; 11:45 am: Adult Education Class, Conference Room; 12:30
pm: Myanmar Worship, Sanctuary
Sunday, April 15, 2018: 10:00 am: Worship for all; Sunday School for
Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship, Social Hall; 11:45 am: Adult
Education, Conference Room; 12:30 pm: Myanmar Worship, Sanctuary
Sunday, April 22, 2018: 10:00 am: Worship for all; Sunday School for
Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship, Social Hall; 11:45 am: Adult
Education, Conference Room; 12:30 pm: Myanmar Worship, Sanctuary
Sunday, April 29, 2018: 10:00 am: Worship for all; Sunday School for
Children and Youth; 11:15 am: Fellowship, Social Hall; 11:45 am: Adult
Education, Conference Room; 12:30 pm: Myanmar Worship, Sanctuary

Refugee Coordinator
Hkadin Lee
Director of Youth and Children's Ministry
Austin Pettigrew

A Creation Care Book Study

Myanmar Christian Fellowship
Simon Kui, Pastor

Join us as we begin our mid-week book study that is
part of our congregation-wide initiative looking at the
topic of Creation Care.

Bonaventure Moulogho
Church Accountant
Office Manager
Ken Setera
Custodial Services
Lloyd Cuyler

In the fall of 2017 we determined that part of our calling as people of faith is
to take a hard look at how we as Christians are called to care for our earth,
and more specifically, what that looks like in our own lives and in the life of
our church. Part of this initiative involves a mid-week book study based on
the book For the Beauty of the Earth (Engaging Culture): A Christian
Vision for Creation Care by Steven Bouma-Prediger.
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This book was specifically selected because it is not of the more “progressive” variety of books we typically choose at
LABC. In fact, this book is one of the perennial books used by Christian evangelicals. It was selected because so
much of the American populace adheres to such evangelical theological leanings, and it is important to read what
others may be reading, and to learn to engage with those ideas in a safe and open environment. We may agree with
aspects of the book, we may disagree, but the important part is that we engage with the ideas and with each other.
Join us for what will be an exciting and, hopefully, challenging time of sharing and learning together.
Copies of the book are available from Pastor Michael, and are also available online if we run out!
Class Schedule is as follows:
Thursday April 12 – 11:00 a.m.
Thursday April 19 – 11:00 a.m.
Thursday April 26 – 11:00 a.m.

Thursday May 3 – 11:00 a.m.
Thursday May 10 – 11:00 a.m.

*Note that if the group that expresses interest finds a time that is better for them, we may negotiate a shift in
day/time (also, if there is enough interest in people who are not available during the day we may add an
evening class)

YOUR PASTOR'S LETTER
Well that’s been a very interesting month to say the least. Since I’ve written last, I’ve had brain surgery. Granted that’s
not a sentence I ever thought I’d write, nor one that I hope to ever write in the future, in its most basic sense, that’s
what I’ve been up to in the last four weeks.
On February 15th I had what is called Microvascular Decompression Surgery. If you’d like more information on the
procedure feel free to google it (though keep in mind you may stumble across images/videos that aren’t for the
squeamish). It was a procedure meant to “cure” my Trigeminal Neuralgia (again, feel free to google). It was quite the
undertaking. After a few days in ICU, and a two day trip back to the hospital when we learned that I have a strong
sensitivity, perhaps even allergy, to one particular medication that I was given, I am very much on the mend. In fact,
just over two weeks after the procedure I was slowly making my way back to work on a reduced schedule, and am
now back at full force.
I want to use this space in our newsletter to say a few words of thanks.
Thank you so much to each and every person who sent cards, texts, email, phone calls, and who kept me in prayer.
I truly was uplifted by the knowledge that while I was going through this procedure I was remembered by so many of
you in the congregation, both near and far. It meant the world to me.
Thank you to Rev. Susan Maybeck for coordinating pastoral care, preaching, and worship leadership coverage while
I was off. I was able to close my office door the night before my surgery, turn off the office lights, and know that things
were very ably taken care of. I was able to relax because of her planning and leadership.
Thank you to all of our worship leaders and preachers. We scheduled for me to be out for six weeks as that was the
possible duration of my recovery, and were able to have a number of people preach, provide pastoral care coverage,
and lead worship. Rev. Sandy Hasenauer, Rev. Dr. Carrol Turner, Rev. Marian Coger, Rev. Simon Aung Kui, and
Rev. Susan Maybeck (wow we have a lot of reverends), were all part of this team and I am so very grateful.
Thank you specifically to Rev. Marian Coger. Marian stepped up in providing incredible pastoral care. I appreciate not
only her pastoral care skills, which are amazing, but also how she was able to keep the team up to date on any issues
that they needed to know about and that they would be providing further support for/on.
Thank you to our staff who are able to work so independently of me (yes, even Ken!). I knew that things were taken
care of in all of our different ministry areas, and if issues arose they would be able to attend to those issues through
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their own skill and ability. This is not a gift all churches have, and we are blessed by the staff who we employ, and
love.
I have said many times that I wanted to get back not to have to put back together the pieces of a church that has
struggled in my absence, but because I missed the people so much. This is not a gift afforded to many pastors. I am
truly blessed by all of our staff, volunteers, members and friends for making our faith community so amazing! Thank
you all.
Last but certainly not least I want to thank my wife Lara. Lara had to deal with a husband who is used to helping others
in their times of recovery, not being the one in recovery himself. She was by my side pre-surgery when I expressed
any worries or concerns. She was an absolutely wonderful “nurse” in my days of recovery. She was the one who
caught the possible medication reaction and got me back to the hospital when it was necessary. She was the one
who engaged with the medical team when there were questions or issues that needed to be addressed. And she was
the one who, through her love and care, helped me recover from the surgery so well and, in many cases, so quickly.
I am so deeply appreciative and blessed by Lara.
So that’s what I’ve been up to the last month. Thank you all for everything.
May God bless you as we continue to serve God in the ministry to which we have been called. May we continue to
work together to deepen our faith and community as we learn to follow Jesus. Together.
Blessings,

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR MODERATOR
Hello Everyone,
As I write this letter we are being told that spring has arrived but March in Rochester sure does not feel like spring! In
a few more weeks the promise and the reality will become the same. It seems to me that this is what Lent is like in
our spiritual journey each year. The promise of Easter and the resurrection has been made but it is not yet a reality
in our lives. Yet, each year, Easter comes.
As a congregation, we are in an exciting period of change and are working diligently to see what God has in store for
us as we navigate our way forward as a church community. In the last number of months we have helped to plant a
new church (Rochester Karen Baptist Church now worshipping in Parma, NY) and we have sent one of our pastors
to her new calling (Pastor Debbie now serving as Pastor of First Baptist Church Ithaca). But we ask ourselves, where
are we? What are we being called to? What is next for us in our ministry as LABC?
I think that like the eventual arrival of Easter and spring we will find what God is calling our church to do. We are on
our journey of discernment and we have begun a process that will help us to our way and to determine the next
significant thing that we as a community of faith are being called into.
At this point in our history, the Church Council has asked Annie Marie LeBarbour to help us start to think about staffing
needs and options. She is working diligently to form an intentionally diverse group to help do that work. There will be
ample opportunity for the congregational feedback on the process and outcome. I am excited to know that we are
starting the hard work of considering our staffing needs and options moving forward. I hope that all of you will join me
in keeping those working on this in our prayers and asking God to help us to be open to the new opportunities that
God surely has in store for LABC.
May we continue to pray for the movement of the Holy Spirit in the life and ministry of LABC, as together we serve
God and love one another in this time and place.
Laura Tubbs
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A SHORT REPORT FROM THE RESOURCE AND SUPPORT COMMITTEE
Mike Donatucci, Chair
Our day to day operating budget is right on track this year. Our current pledges and other income are meeting our
current expenses. We have been able to reduce our dependence on the endowment fund to balance our operating
budget. Our monthly withdrawal from the endowment fund has been lowered according to our accepted budget
recommendation. The endowment fund is performing well within the current market environment and the investment
guidelines we have imposed on our investment managers.
We do ask that you designate your offerings for pledges where appropriate (use the memo field on checks or the
envelopes in the seat backs for cash). This will help in identifying proper allocation of our income. Thanks!
Did you know that you can use PayPal to donate to Lake Avenue Baptist Church?
http://www.lakeavebaptist.org/give-online.

Simply go to

We are currently investigating the roof leak over one of our classrooms and the repair may have to wait for warmer
weather. There is some staining on the exterior wall of the front of the church and this will also be investigated.
If you notice any building/facility issues, please contact me at mdonatuc@rochester.rr.com or 585-455-2885. You
can also notify the church office.
We are excited to be blessed stewards of the church and strive to maximize all our assets to support the great
ministries we provide. God Bless You

WORSHIP AND MUSIC COMMITTEE NOTES
by Susan Maybeck, Chair
We are very excited to announce a Special Concert which will held Sat., April 21 at 4:00 pm in the afternoon. This concert
will include solo and groups, sacred and popular music, vocal and instrumental. Many performers will contribute to this
time of MUSIC!
We will have a free will offering to support our young people who are attending the Montreat music program in June. Last
year two young men were privileged to go to this weeklong music camp accompanied by Chaperone, Consultant and Driver,
Lee Foster. There were so many questions on the way home, that Lee has invited Pastor Michael to share the trip. Michael
will be part of the Worship element at Montreat as a Continuing Education experience.
The young men who are going on the trip include Gay Doh Htoo, Billy Simba and Ruben Likoke. Unfortunately “Mark”
Khual Mung is not able to go this year, although he was given a scholarship for the registration, as do the others. We are
very proud of these students/young men.
If you want to make a special contribution to support the music education of Ruben, Gay Doh Htoo and Billy, please see
me. I will happily take your cash or check.

NEW EASTER BANNERS IN THE SANCTUARY

is represented by the flowers of springtime, a season of
renewal and life.

On Easter Sunday, new banners will greet our
celebration of the Resurrection. The banner on the left
illustrates various forms of lilies. Starting from the
bottom is the fleur-de-lis, the French symbol of the lily
flower. Above the fleur-de-lis is a water lily. In the center
are calla lilies, and are surrounded by lily of the valley

Lake Avenue Baptist Church is proud to have a long
standing supportive relationship with the Judicial
Process Commission (JPC). JPC is a grassroots nonprofit organization that works to create a just and nonviolent community. It supports the rights of all people
affected by the criminal justice system and promotes
changes to that system. JPC offers support services,
educates the public and advocates for systemic change.

The banner on the right is comprised of spring flowers daffodils and tulips - surrounding trumpet lilies. Both are
trimmed with scallop shells, the symbol of James the
apostle, a fisherman. Just as we celebrate Easter by
decorating a cross with many flowers, the Resurrection
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This year JPC is holding its 46th annual fundraising
luncheon on April 25th, 12-2 pm at Temple B’rith
Kodesh, 2131 Elmwood Avenue. Ms. Susan Burton,
who founded the New Way of Life Re-Entry Project in
Los Angeles California, is the keynote speaker. Her
efforts are similar to JPC’s vision of reconciliation and
restoration (instead of retribution and violence). The
luncheon is a major fundraising event for JPC and
luncheon donations begin at $50.00. Reservation and
sponsorship information is available from Toni Beth
Weasner at 585-748-6280 or toni@tonievents.com.

.

Christian Faith and LGBT Experience

This year the spring event of the semi-annual series,
“Christian Faith and LGBT Experience” will take place as
part of the post-Easter convocation at Colgate
Rochester Crozer Divinity School on Monday, April 2 at
7:00 p.m. at the School. The speaker is Brae Adams,
the Provisional Pastor of the Open Arms Metropolitan
Church in Rochester. Her topic is “Christian Faith and
LGBT Experience: Telling the Story” and will consist of
stories from the past 25 years of the life of LGBT and
allied Christians in a time of both stress and great
progress. There will be an elaborate display of artifacts
and films to supplement her remarks. LABC is one of
the founding churches of this series. The lecture is free
and open to the public.

Three of LABC’s young men, Billy Simba, Ruben Likoke,
and Gay Doh Htoo will attend the Worship and Music
Conference in Montreat, North Carolina, June 23-30.
While each of them has received scholarships to assist
in registration costs, lodging, transportation, and meals
are not covered. Pastor Michael Ford and Lee Foster
will serve as chaperones.

UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS
●The 10th Annual GRCC Faith In Action Cross Walk.
On Good Friday, March 30 at 8:45 am many area
Christians will gather at Aquinas Institute to start the
cross walk in the Edgerton and Maplewood sections of
Rochester to show compassion to others and pray for
victims of violence in our neighborhoods. LABC youth
have been a part of this yearly tradition for the last few
years. The youth are given chances to carry the cross,
symbolizing Christ's journey to the place of his
crucifixion. This experience of carrying the cross from
one station to another has had a huge impact on those
youth from our church who have done it. All members
and friends are welcome to join us that day. If you are a
youth and want to come then let Bill Gibbs or Austin
Pettigrew know and we can arrange rides to the event if
there is a need.

We will host a fundraising concert on Saturday, April
21, 2018 at 4:00 pm. The concert will feature members
of the Chancel Choir, our Choral Scholars, lighthearted
music, audience participation, skits, and a great deal of
fun.
Please join us in support of these fine young men as they
go to Montreat for a life-changing experience

●Spring Break Mission Opportunity: On Friday, April
6th the youth of our church and their friends are
welcome to join Austin Pettigrew and members of the
city to help cultivate the area in front of our church and
to help build a small library kiosk. This will happen
between 10 am and 2 pm. After this time, on the same
day, the youth will go out to the Edgerton Recreation
Center to help supervise some youth and children
programs. Let Austin know if you want to help out in this
important mission outreach event.

Please come to the springtime Church & Community
Dinner on Thursday, April 26! As usual, we invite
anyone in the community to attend this free meal, but for
this event, we are inviting the staff of Cameron
Community Ministries to be our special guests. A
delicious meal will be followed by cake and coffee to
celebrate the work of CCM in our neighborhood.
If you can help prepare food for the meal, please speak
with Chuck Theis or Jane Grant. Other helpers are
needed to serve and clean up. If you cannot do either
of these, please come for fellowship and to share
Christian hospitality and joy!!

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
●We celebrate the return of Rev. Dr. Michael Ford
following his recent surgery.
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John’s Bible, on loan from St. John’s University in
Collegeville, Minnesota. The Saint John’s Bible, the first
hand-written and hand-illuminated Bible commissioned
by a Benedictine monastery since the invention of the
printing press, was created to “ignite the spiritual
imagination of people around the world of all faith
journeys.” The following are the scheduled lectures:
Monday, April 2 7:00 pm: Christian Faith and LGBT
Experience, "Telling the Story" with guest speaker
Pastor S. Brae Adams of the Open Arms Metropolitan
Church in Rochester; Tuesday, April 3, 1:30 pm, The
Stuber Lecture, Part 1. The guest speaker is Dr.
Christopher Evans who will discuss the writings and
teachings of theologian Walter Rauschenbusch.
Tuesday, April 3, 7:00 pm, the JC Wynn Lecture, Part
1. The lecture will be presented by Dr. Timothy Ternes
and the subject is the St. John's Bible and Visio-Divina,
a special way of seeing and interpreting the Bible;
Wednesday, April 4, 1:30 pm: JC Wynn Lecture, Part
2 with a continuation of the discussion of Visio-Divina
and the St. John's Bible by Dr. Timothy Ternes;
Wednesday, April 4, 7:00 pm: The Stuber Lecture
Part 2:
Dr. Christopher Evans will continue his
discussion on Walter Raushenbusch. Thursday, April
5, 1:30 pm: The African American Story Telling Lecture
and Workshop presented by Dr. Christopher House.

●Our healing prayers are with Jackie Sullivan who
continues to recuperate from recent back surgery.
●Our prayers are with Tina Stiefel as she faces some
significant health challenges. She is in her new home at
Wesley Gardens.
●We remember Craig Raisner who passed away on
March 2, 2018. We extend our sympathy and our
prayers to his family and especially to his mother and
father, Thekla and Tom Raisner.
●Our healing prayers are with Tom Raisner following a
recent medical procedure. Tom is currently recuperating
at home.

LOCAL EVENTS OF INTEREST
●Save the Date! Career Fair 2018, Wednesday, April
18, 2018, 1:00 to 5:00 pm at the Rochester Riverside
Convention Center, 123 E. Main Street. This event will
match Rochester's best employers with qualified and
experienced applicants. The event is free and no
registration is necessary! To learn more about this event
contact ccservicesreoc@brockport.edu or call (585)
327-4090.
● Register today for the CRCDS 2018 Spring Lecture
Series which will be held Monday, April 2, 2018
through Thursday, April 5, 2018. This lecture series
includes a rare opportunity to view the historic Saint

CAMERON BOWL-A-THON
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