
 
 

Radburn Residents File State Complaint 
Charging Obstruction of Recent Statute 

 

(FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Jan. 23, 2018; Fair Lawn, N.J.)  Radburn United, the self-government 
advocacy group within the Radburn planned community in Fair Lawn, New Jersey, today filed an 
extensive complaint with the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs (DCA), charging that a small 
group of current and former Radburn board members was attempting to deny community homeowners 
the benefits of the statute passed last summer to guarantee effective democratic elections in all of New 
Jersey’s planned communities.  The complaint was filed on behalf of Radburn United by the New Jersey 
Appleseed Public Interest Law Center, Newark, N.J. The reform law, sponsored by State Senator Bob 
Gordon, was passed unanimously by the N.J. legislature and signed into law by the governor in June 
2017.  Senator Gordon represents Fair Lawn in the N.J. Senate. 
 
According to the complaint, in May 2017, in anticipation of the law’s passing, sweeping new 
amendments to the Radburn By-Laws were prepared in secret, and then implemented without any 
notice to or input from the general community of Radburn residents.  The May Amendments were even 
concealed, until the last possible minute, from the majority of the Radburn Association Board of 
Trustees.  These amendments set up an election system intended to forestall, as long as possible, the 
effective self-government mandated by the statute.  The complaint contends that the new Radburn 
amendments illegally deny Radburn homeowners in good standing their legal right to nominate 
themselves and run for Trustee.  (While the Radburn Association has promised to allow self-nomination 
in the next election, the actual By-Laws prohibiting self-nomination remain unchanged.)  The May 
Amendments grant two outside commercial entities -- the developers now in the first stages of building 
an addition to the Radburn community on Plaza Road in Fair Lawn -- overwhelming and, the complaint 
argues, illegal power to control Radburn elections and block any corrective amendments to the Radburn 
By-Laws.  (The developers were ceded the authority to cast 165 votes, about 23% of the potential votes 
in Radburn elections.)  The new amendments also reduce by half the number of seats the Radburn 
community will be allowed to fill in the next election. 
 
On December 11, 2017, a 5-4 majority of the Radburn Board of Trustees voted in a public meeting to 
alter the Radburn By-Laws and withdraw the May 2017 grant of 165 votes to the developers.  Under the 
By-Laws as they stood prior to May 2017, a majority of the Board would have had the power to 
implement such an amendment.  Under the May amendments, however, a supermajority of seven of 
the nine trustees is now required to amend the By-Laws, so the majority of the Board was blocked from 
resolving the issue. 
 
The May amendments also make it more difficult for the entire community of Radburn homeowners 
directly to amend Radburn’s By-Laws at a community meeting.  As matters now stand, a supermajority 
of about 87% of Radburn homeowners may be necessary to amend the By-Laws by homeowner vote. 
Nevertheless, more than 263 Radburn households have already signed a petition to call a members’ 
meeting at which a By-Laws amendment, withdrawing the 165 votes granted to the developers in May, 
may be voted upon (only 182 households were required to sign the petition). 
 
The DCA complaint lists a large number of additional ways in which Radburn United contends that the 
Radburn By-Laws are in violation of current state law.  It requests DCA to mandate immediate and lawful 
elections for the Radburn community. 
 
For further information, contact Radburn United, at (201) 468-9868. 


