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Biographical Data of Professor Emil Turdeanu

Professor Emil Turdeanu is an important name in
Romanian science and abroad. Unfortunately, he did
much of his writing in exile. He was a Slavist, a spe-
cialist in Slavic texts, particularly in old Romanian
literature, but he also wrote political studies about
Romania.

He was born in Transylvania, on November 10th,
1911, at Sibot in Alba County. His father, Ilie, was
from Turda and his mother, Ana Olteanu, was born
near Saliste. It is her that Emil Turdeanu would
speak about with much love and emotion, for she
was the one who imbued him with love for his coun-
try and people. There were three children. Emilian
Turdean, the name written in the Orthodox baptism
certificate, was seven years old when the Great
Union occurred on December 1st, 1918.

He did his studies at Alba Iulia, Bucharest and
then Paris and completed them in Bulgaria, at So-
fia, in Belgrade and in Yugoslavia. While attending
Nicolae Cartojan’s lectures, he realised that he was
particularly interested in old Romanian literature,
therefore he chose this specialty. In 1943, the future
professor Turdeanu married Laetitia Cartojan, the
daughter of his teacher, Nicolae Cartojan. After the
establishment of the communist regime, he refused
to return to the country and remained in France. His
academic career was dedicated to Romania and to
the Romanian culture. He took his PhD at the Uni-
versity of Bucharest, the Faculty of Letters, in 1943,
and in Paris and was employed at the Sorbonne, as
a lecturer of Romanian, by Professor Mario Roques
and later by professor Jean Boutiére at the National
Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS), where, from
October 1948 to October 1976, he occupied the po-

sition of researcher, then principal investigator and
maitre de récherche; a year later he retired. In recog-
nition of the value of his work, Emil Turdeanu was
made maitre de récherche honoraire. Laectitia Car-
tojan, the professor’s wife, was appointed lecturer
of Romanian at the Sorbonne, as a continuation of
his activity. Having withdrawn from his position
in Paris, the University of Rome entrusted him with
the department of Romanian language and literature
until his final retirement, when he returned to his
home near Paris.

In 1990, his wife died. This loss caused a de-
cline in Turdeanu’s state of mind; as the Professor
was also ill, he had to move to a home for the re-
tired teachers and researchers of the University and
CNRS. Unfortunately, he could no longer write, as
his hand was paralysed. Friends would find news
about Professor Turdeanu from his son, who was an
architect near Bordeaux.

As one can note in his studies, throughout his
life Emil Turdeanu was concerned with Romanian
culture and with Romania. Along with other Ro-
manians in exile, he fought against the communist
regime in France and in other countries. He played
an active part in the Romanian communities in exile
and participated in all their actions: he was a mem-
ber of the community in France.

In Germany he published in Apozitia journal,
while in the USA he was a member of the American-
Romanian Academy of Arts and Sciences, took part
in its annual Congresses and published in Journal
ARA, taking a stand, alongside the other members,
against the communist regime in the country. He
was also a member of the Executive Committee un-
til 2000. In 1993 he was awarded the title of Doc-
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tor Honoris Causa of the University of Bucharest.
That winter, he saw Bucharest again. His greatest
wish was to revisit his native places in Transylvania,
but he could not go due to poor health. In 1995, the
Romanian Academy elected him honorary member.
However, he was unable to go to Bucharest to attend
the ceremony. With the assistance of the Romanian
Embassy in Paris and of the UNESCO Romanian
ambassador, the ceremony, in which the academi-
cian Eugen Simion participated, was held in Paris.
A large number of Romanians and French came to
celebrate the professor. He was truly moved. Fur-
thermore, in 1997, at the age of 85, Professor Tur-
deanu was celebrated at Casa Romaneasca in Paris,
where his friends spoke about his research and the
professor recounted, with much talent and melan-
choly, some of his memories, which made a great
impression on the participants.

He died at the age of 89 at Fresnes, in France, on
January 16th, 2001, in Arés commune near Bor-
deaux.

The scientific activity of Prof. Emil Turdeanu

After a half of century of exile, long years of al-
most complete interdiction of his name, because his
studies were accessible only at the Academy Library
in Room III containing “secret” publications and
only with a special signature, Professor Emil Tur-
deanu is not still sufficiently known in the circle of
specialists, although his main works were published
in the most famous journals in Europe.

Emil Turdeanu’s scientific activity, which de-
buted in the country with a study published in 1932,
evolved mainly in the journal “Cercetari literare”
directed by Professor Nicolae Cartojan, a member
of the Romanian Academy, in which he published
six extensive studies and his doctoral thesis. He also
published in other journals, such as “Buletinul In-
stitutului Roman din Sofia”, which he founded, and
“Studii literare”, under the supervision of Professor
Dumitru Popovici from the University of Cluj.

In 1933, Nicolae Cartojan sent him to Sofia to
complete his specialisation in Romanian old litera-
ture and culture with Slavonic studies, and in 1935
the Council of the Faculty of Letters recommended

him for a scholarship at Scoala Roméana in France.
In November 1938, the Rector of the University of
Paris appointed him lecturer of Romanian language
and literature at the Sorbonne, based on the recom-
mendation of professors Mario Roques and Jean
Boutiére. Moreover, he went, two summers, to Bel-
grade to gather a rich material regarding the cultural
relationships between Romanians and Serbs, which
led to the publication of some articles about these
cultural relationships.

Based on his training as a Slavist and following a
contest for the position of university lecturer which
took place in Bucharest, in which he ranked first,
Emil Turdeanu was sent by the Romanian State,
during the war, as a teacher at the Romanian Insti-
tute in Sofia. He was also to occupy the position of
lecturer at the University, but unfortunately he was
denied the establishment of such position.

In 1942 he defended his doctoral thesis called
“Manuscrisele slave din timpul lui Stefan cel Mare”
(which translates as “Slavonic Manuscripts during
Stephen the Great”), and in early 1944 he returned
to France to resume his position at the Sorbonne,
this time as a “chargé de cours”. A year later, he
presented his diploma thesis from Ecole Pratique
des Hautes Etudes, entitled “La litterature bulgare
du XIVe siecle et sa diffusion dans les pays rou-
mains”, in which he proved that the opinion accord-
ing to which the Slavonic literature in the Romanian
countries was the result of a massive immigration
of south-Danubian Slavic scholars that had taken
refuge from the Turkish conquest was not true. The
thesis was published in the Collection of studies of
the Slavonic Institute in Paris.

In October 1948 he collaborated and worked at the
National Centre for Scientific Research of France
where he completed his probation, after 28 years,
in 1976, as “Maitre de recherche honoraire”. After-
wards, the Rector of the University of Rome invited
him to take over the direction of the department
of Romanian language and literature. Following a
competition which he won by unanimity of votes,
the Italian Ministry of Public Instruction awarded
him the title of university professor, which had been
denied to him at the Sorbonne because he had not
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done a PhD there as well. In France he was a col-
laborator of “Revue des Etudes slaves”, in which,
for 30 years, he published 15 studies and articles.
Also, he published in “Revue de I’Histoire des Re-
ligions” and in the periodical “Revue des Etudes
Roumaines”, which he founded and whose editor he
was for over 20 years, and in “Fiinta romaneasca”,
which he supervised together with Virgil Ierunca.

In England, he collaborated at “Slavonic and East
European Review” and “Oxford Slavonic Papers”.
In Germany, he contributed to Sud-Ost Institut din
Munchen and “Die Welt der Slaven” from Wies-
baden, in Holland, “Journal for the Studies of Juda-
ism”, in Italy to “Rivista di studi bizantini e slavi”,
where he was part of the editorial board as well,
“Studi bizantini e neoclasici” and “Ricerche slavist-
che”. In Greece he published a book which inaugu-
rated the collection of publications of the “Associa-
tion of Slavists of the University of Thessaloniki”.

Last, but not least, in the United States, he pub-
lished two works, in the “Romanian Studies”
journal, directed by his former student from the
Sorbonne, Professor Keith Hitchins from Urbana
University (Illinois), and was an active member
of ARA in Los Angeles. His volume Modern Ro-
mania: The Achievement of Romanian Unity ap-
peared under the aegis of the American-Romanian
Academy (ARA) and earned him a prize in 1988,
alongside other great scholars in exile. In the above-
mentioned journals one can find Emil Turdeanu’s
articles over time.

Professor Emil Turdeanu’s main scientific inter-
ests were old Romanian literature, apocryphal re-
ligious literature and Romanian and South-eastern
European literature. If the first two were regrouped
in volumes — a 517-page volume entitled Etudes de
littérature roumaine et d’ecrits slaves et grecs des
Principautés roumaines, Brill, Leyda, in 1985, and
another one of 497 pages entitled Apocryphes slaves
et romains de ’Ancien Testament, also published by
E. J. Brill, Leyda, in 1981 — his last scientific con-
cerns have not so far been gathered in a volume;
they consist of many studies on aspects of political
and cultural history of Romania, as well as chapters
from the Romanians’ relations with Ragusa, medi-

aeval Serbia, Bulgaria, Mount Athos, Russia. They
were published in various journals in the country
prior to 1944 and abroad, during his exile.

His years in Rome gave him the opportunity to
work in libraries there, particularly that of Vatican. It
was here that he collected new data for his research
on the apocryphal texts of the Old and New Testa-
ment, Judeo-Christian texts. Emil Turdeanu is inter-
nationally recognized as a specialist of great value.

He published nearly a hundred articles and stud-
ies and several books. Most of them appeared natu-
rally abroad. However, several years ago, when the
professor turned 85, Editura Enciclopedica printed
a first collection titled Oameni si carti de altadata,
under the supervision of professor Stefan Gorovei
and Magdalena Szekely.

This volume aims to provide Romanian researchers
and experts in old literature with articles published
in various journals in the country, in his youth, and
abroad, throughout his entire life. In addition to these
books and articles, Professor Emil Turdeanu had, in
Paris, the great merit to issue Revue des Etudes Rou-
maines, along with other scholars. The journal is run
today by Professor Gorovei, who so far has managed
to publish one volume in the country.

Professor Turdeanu’s wish was for his library and
archive to be brought into the country. Following
1989, he donated his library to “G.Calinescu” Insti-
tute of Literary History and Theory in Bucharest.
“It was with great financial costs and effort that he,
for years on end, mailed parcels of books from his
library to Romanian researchers, offering them with
much generosity” (Petre Nasturel). A set of 36 let-
ters from 1948-1967, addressed to Grigore Nandris,
were published by Ionel Oprisan at Editura Saecu-
lum in 2000.

In 1995 Editura Minerva published the book Stu-
dii si articole literare, containing articles and studies
by Emil Turdeanu and Laetitia Turdeanu-Cartojan.
The issue gathered studies from the country and
from abroad, with a preface and complementary
notes by Professor Mircea Anghelescu.

In the two journals, Revue des Etudes Roumaines
and Fiinta romaneasca, most of the scholars in ex-
ile published studies and articles taking stands on
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the situation in the country. The two journals were
published under the auspices of the Royal Cultural
Foundation in Paris.

Emil Turdeanu remains in the gallery of special-
ists in western science and culture. His followers,
teachers and researchers, are still reading his works
with devoutness.
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